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Anlage

(Copy of & letter to Dr. K., Weltsch, London)

Jerusalem, 25th Februsry, 1948,

Dear Frlend,

Tnils 1s a letter written by one of those facing death now in
Jerusalem,

I do not wield pollitlcal influence. Neltner do I, you might ens-
wer., But you mignt know people who do. So llsten to what I say and do
what you can to urge speedy sactlon. Werren Austin ls rignt: an in-
ternational force 1ls needed, not for enforclng partitlion, but for
avoldlng disaster beyond descriptlion. Llslcky is right: Jerusalem _
1s faclng dlsaster, tnat ls to say wholesale slaugnter und destruction
immediately., But tne danger nas become by far more lmpendlng since he
prepared nls speech, It 1s now a guestlon of days and not of montns.
And L1t concerns Jewlsh Jerusalem in the first place. Tne real canker
is tnat terrorism wnlch every local sutnority nas proved unable to
control. No longer only tnat terrorlism wnich did tne Klng David, but
tnat too wnlen dld the slsugnter in Ben Yenuda Street. In Jerusalem
terrorism will provoke terrorism until notning but a neap of rulns
and corpses will remaln, t will defeat all blue-prints snd &ll de=-
liberations. It can be defeated neltner by drawlng on dlscusslons st
Lake Success nor by wasnlng one's nands as 1s done ln London., Can 1t
be prevented still? I see one way, one only. Wnat Austin and Lislcky
declared to be necessary must be brownt lnto effect Ilmmedlately now:
militery actlon on benalf of tue U.N. witu tue onlx aim of enforelng
peace. The overridlng sutnority of the U.N., backling tne force must
be above Bny doubt and the force destined for Jeruselem overwnelmlngly
strong.

It ypust be mede clear to all partsconcerned and to the Britisa
in tne first plece tnat wnat regards Jeruzalem wltnnoldln cooperatlon
is undolng themselves. Nobody wlll galn by tne Jews of Jerusalem
. belngz massacred. Tunls massacre is on our doorstep. But we snall not
be the only ones to be kllled, Our belng destroyed will kill Zionlism

beceuse its Zlon is tuen no longer. It will kill bellef in Britisan

. competence everywnere., Whatever tne Engllsn are saying now sbout non=-
compliclty and non-cooperation tney cennot but lose face completely by
every dlsaster whicn comes off while they cling to thelr sole responsi-
bllity for lew aend order. The dlsaster will kill too tne clalm of tne
Arabs to be nert of tne clvlllised world., It wlll prove U.S.4i. pollitlcs
to have acted Ilmesponsibly. It =111 k11l tne U.N.

Speed is all.
Yours,

(=) K. Koebner

(The writer 1s professor of hlstory
at the Hebrew Ualverslty of Jerusalem
and a contributor to Cambridge Hlstory.)
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