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Save tigers, save our souls

Bobby Nasution may have had to serve a prison sen-
tence of between six months and fi ve years for com-
mitting cruelty against animals if he was a mayor in 
the United Kingdom. The mayor of Medan must be 
held partly responsible for the deaths of four tigers 

over the past three months in the North Sumatran city’s zoo 
for neglect.

Three other tigers are reportedly in poor health.
The zoo, which is run by the city government, is short of 

cash because of the falling number of visitors in the past few 
years. Mayor Bobby will not go to jail because Indonesia does 
not have strong laws to protect animals. But he is not com-
pletely off the hook.

He and the zoo managers must be held to account. At the very 
least, they should prevent more deaths among the tigers, or any 
other animals for that matter, in the care of the zoo.

Taking animals from their natural habitats and putting them 
inside cages for display is already a cruel act. Yet besides their 
entertainment value, zoos serve as educational spaces for chil-
dren to learn about other creatures and their ecosystems on 
Earth. Some zoos run research centers for animal conserva-
tion purposes. Zoos are public goods that should be properly 
managed.

The animals in captivity (and sadly inside cages) deserve bet-
ter treatment. Their lives and well-being are in our hands, more 
precisely in the hands of zoo managers.

It is not that Indonesia lacks laws to protect animals, but they 
are just on paper and are perhaps rarely enforced against zoos. 
Despite the public outcry upon the news of the tigers’ deaths, 
no one has taken the Medan Zoo managers or the city mayor, 
to court.

Article 302 of the Criminal Code prescribes up to nine 
month’s imprisonment for anyone committing cruelty against 
animals, causing injury or death. The 2014 Animal Husbandry 
and Health Law says the central and regional governments are 
accountable and could face between one and three months of 
imprisonment for failing to protect animals.

Rather than taking responsibility for the tigers’ deaths, Mayor 
Bobby explained that the run-down zoo was due for renovation 
works scheduled to start this year. The zoo will be closed to the 
public during this period. He said several factors accounted for 
the deaths of the four tigers, but they included a lack of food, 
sickness and age. One of them was 19 years old.

The mayor said the city refused to inject money to save the 
zoo and instead was looking for private investors to fund the 
renovation, according to CNN Indonesia. But in the meantime, 
it appears that his decision has left the zoo fi nancially bleeding.

This is not acceptable. Financial diffi culty is a poor excuse for 
not saving the lives of these animals. Especially when the coun-
try is spending so much money on the coming elections.

Ambitious politicians are spending money like crazy to win 
over voters, and even President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo, Bobby’s 
father-in-law, has been going around dispensing generous rice 
assistance to the poor. Surely it would not be asking too much 
for them to donate money to help the zoo’s fi nances. The zoo 
should have raised the alarm before the tigers started dying.

This really comes down to bad management and a lack of 
sensitivity on the part of the zoo managers. The declining num-
ber of visitors may have been used as an excuse during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, but now that it is long over, open entertain-
ment places offer attractive alternative locations for families 
who are tired of visiting shopping malls.

Privatization is a good idea, and Ragunan Zoo in Jakarta has 
developed in the past decade into one of the best zoos in South-
east Asia. But until that happens, before it can secure new in-
vestors, the current Medan Zoo managers are responsible for 
the well-being of all the animals.

Indonesia needs stronger legislation to protect animals, 
whether held in captivity or not, in line with the 1978 Univer-
sal Declaration of Animal Welfare. Yes, like humans, animals 
have rights. The deaths of the tigers in Medan must touch our 
conscience.

EDITORIAL

From the inception of the 
aviation industry, the 
transportation of passen-
gers and cargo by air has 

played a central role. Very few air 
passengers’ journeys begin and 
end at the airport. Rather, they 
start their journey at home, from 
a hotel or their offi ce and want to 
end it somewhere similar, be it for 
business or pleasure.

However, it can sometimes 
take longer to get to and from 
the airport than the actual dura-
tion of the fl ight. Further, many 
airports are underserved by pub-
lic transportation and have dis-
proportionate pricing options.

Examples of this include high 
surcharges on tickets to the air-
port and expensive parking op-
tions. This adds a level of com-
plexity to transportation.

This point is often overlooked 
by policymakers, who often focus 
on movement between transport 
hubs, be it airport to airport, port 
to port or station to station. In-
stead, the focus should be on 
mobility.

Such terminology means the 
ability to move by utilizing an in-
tegrated network of transporta-
tion modes. This involves tradi-
tional modes such as buses, bikes 
and cars, but also newer entrants 
like app-based ride-hailing ser-
vices. This links also to the con-
cept of “mobility-as-a-service”, 
which is a shift away from per-
sonal ownership of vehicles to 
the use of shared mobility solu-
tions as services.

Effi cient and sustainable mo-
bility is essential for the function-
ing and development of modern 
cities and regions. It enhances ac-
cessibility, reduces congestion, 
improves productivity, contrib-
utes to environmental protection 
and fosters economic growth. 

Additionally, mobility options 
and infrastructure should be de-
signed to be inclusive, ensuring 
accessibility for people with dis-
abilities and promoting equita-
ble access for all.

As the world continues to 
evolve, mobility is also being 
infl uenced by technological ad-
vancements, such as autono-
mous vehicles, ride-hailing ser-
vices and smart transportation 
systems. These innovations aim 
to enhance the effi ciency, safe-
ty and sustainability of mobil-
ity while addressing challenges 
such as traffi c congestion, envi-
ronmental impact and limited 
infrastructure capacity.

One solution to answering so-
cietal mobility needs is the inclu-
sion of the third dimension for 
urban and regional mobility. Uti-
lizing airspace is the answer. This 
refers to unmanned aircraft (or 
drones) and piloted vertical take-
off and landing (eVTOL) aircraft. 
This is often referred to as ad-

vanced air mobility (AAM), which 
has been acknowledged by the 
International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization (ICAO) and the United 
States Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA).

Key features of AAM include 
electric propulsion, autono-
mous or semiautonomous op-
erations aided by artifi cial intel-
ligence, integration with urban 
infrastructure, reduced conges-
tion and faster transportation. 
AAM is more than just helicopter 
utilization.

Numerous companies are cur-
rently developing AAM technolo-
gies such as EHang, Joby, Lilium 
and Volocopter. Several cities 
around the world, including some 
in Indonesia, are exploring the 
possibility of integrating these air 
transportation systems into their 
urban landscapes.

Some of the proposed early use 
cases include urban air taxi servic-
es, medical evacuations and other 
emergency services, monitoring 
and surveillance services, good 
deliveries, as well as tourism.

With the recent develop-
ments, a few national regulatory 
bodies are working to establish 
standards and guidelines to en-
sure the safety and reliability of 
AAM operations. 

These include the European 
Union Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA) and FAA. They are pri-
marily focused on safety.

However, other areas are rel-
evant, such as security, environ-
mental protection, liability, insur-
ance, privacy and data protection.

Indonesia has an advantage 

in developing urban air mobil-
ity. There are bays and areas sep-
arated by rivers and lakes with 
limited transportation modes. 
In big cities, traffi c jams have 
become the main issue, which 
hampers citizens’ productivity 
and lowers quality of life.

Legal certainty is essential to 
encourage private enterprises to 
join and develop urban air mo-
bility. It should cover both for-
eign direct investment and op-
erations issues at the same time.

Speaking of the former, per-
taining to airlines, in general, 
national legislation puts a cap 
on foreign ownership. The tra-
ditional way is through a single 
majority concept to ensure na-
tional interests are served. 

The current Indonesian posi-
tive investment list acknowl-
edges such a single majority 
concept for airlines with an ad-
ditional clause of a minimum of 
operating three aircraft.

AAM is not on the same page 
as the airline industry. Its func-
tions and goals differ, but still, 
both need suffi cient funding. In 
case a foreign direct investment 
cap is determined, a more liber-
al approach should be taken to 
accelerate deployment. The na-
tionality clause is not an issue 
as it only operates domestically. 
Make things happen fi rst.

In parallel, the introduction 
of AAM leads to a test of the le-
gal framework. On operations, 
the question is raised whether 
Transportation Ministry Reg-
ulation No. 37/2020 and No. 
26/2021 accommodate AAM. For 

example, the former mentions 
that the operation of unmanned 
aircraft systems (UAS) only re-
quires the ministry’s approv-
al for fl ights above 120 meters. 
This provision was drafted when 
the sale of small UAS skyrock-
eted and outside of passenger 
transportation. A review of this 
is needed considering that AAM 
brings additional safety and se-
curity concerns.

Ministerial Regulation No. 
37/2020 categorizes UAS into 
small UAS and remotely piloted 
aircraft systems (RPAS). The in-
troduction of AAM brings the ur-
gency to develop a new category 
with its technicalities.

The EHang 216, which was 
showcased at the Periklin-
do Electric Vehicle Show 2022, 
transported one man-sized man-
nequin, which demonstrates the 
strength of this premise. EHang’s 
presence was being reviewed 
from the 2009 Indonesian Avia-
tion Law and the ministerial reg-
ulations perspective.

Another main issue is liabil-
ity. This issue relies on the de-
velopment of the defi nition of 
an aircraft according to national 
legislation. Currently, Indone-
sia’s draft bill on airspace man-
agement introduces an air vehi-
cle defi nition that differs from 
that of an aircraft. This step po-
tentially raises the question of 
whether AAM passengers are en-
titled to similar compensation as 
airline passengers.

Comparing this with innova-
tions half a century ago, hov-
ercrafts are excluded from the 
aircraft category. Thus, airline 
liability to passengers is inappli-
cable to hovercraft operations. A 
similar logic may go with AAM 
third-party liability.

Further study should be con-
ducted to ensure legal certainty. 
It will prepare insurers to cover 
AAM operations. Then, investors 
will be keen on fi nancing urban 
air mobility projects ranging from 
fl ying taxis to cargo delivery.

Flying taxis, air mobility 
and challenges for Indonesia

Populism’s great replacement of economics

In 1944, as World War II neared 
its end, the exiled Hungarian 
economic sociologist Karl Po-

lanyi published The Great Trans-
formation, a treatise that focused 
on the dangers of trying to sepa-
rate economic systems from the 
societies they inhabit. 

Eighty years on, Polanyi’s 
warnings about a market econ-
omy unleashed from human 
needs and relations may prove 
prescient. In fact, the future that 
he foretells bears a strong resem-
blance to Mary Shelley’s Fran-
kenstein, in which the doctor’s 
creature runs amok and eventu-
ally turns on its creator.

That future may be upon us. 
In 2024, the biggest election year 
in history, people in dozens of 
countries, representing half of 
the world’s population, will go to 
the polls. 

The list includes the world’s 
two largest democracies (India 
and the United States) and three 
of its most populous countries 
(Indonesia, Pakistan and Bangla-
desh). And the European Union, 
comprising nearly half a billion 
people from 27 countries, will 
hold parliamentary elections.

Many commentators and ex-
perts view this global synchron-
icity as a kind of plebiscite on the 
postwar global order. 

So far, the popular reviews 
do not look favorable. Some ar-
gue that the world is experienc-
ing a “democratic recession”, cit-
ing evidence of declining levels 
of global freedom, authoritarian 
backsliding, and attacks on free 
and fair elections. 

Naturally, all of this raises the 
question of how we got from the 
blinding hope that accompa-
nied the end of the Cold War—
what Francis Fukuyama famously 

called the “end of history”—to to-
day’s profound disillusionment.

While democracy has un-
doubtedly fallen prey to bad ac-
tors in countries ranging from 
Russia to Bangladesh and Paki-
stan, the current malaise runs 
deeper and is more fundamental 
than alarming setbacks to elec-
toral integrity and freedom of 
expression. 

Leaders such as former US 
president Donald Trump, who 

will likely secure the Republican 
nomination for another presi-
dential run, and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in India, who 
informally launched his reelec-
tion campaign in January by un-
veiling a controversial Hindu 
temple in Ayodhya, seem to be 
genuinely popular. 

Their populism and polarizing 
agendas appear to be express-
ing something real in the global 
psyche. But what?

After World War II, the world 
was promised perpetual peace 
and prosperity—the fi rst to be 
delivered by political liberalism 
(in particular, democracy and the 
rule of law), and the second by 
neoclassical economics (a highly 
sophisticated quantitative itera-
tion of economics that any soci-
ety could adopt). 

But in an effort to replace the 
human touch with the invisible 
hand, these models were almost 
purely procedural, devoid of pol-
itics, values, and emotions. They 
were marketed as plug-and-play 
systems that needed no commu-
nity or leadership, only infi nite 
individual rationality, requiring 
minimal engagement with con-
text or cognition.

The problem with this ap-
proach is that it ignored Po-
lanyi’s key insight: The economy 
cannot be “disembedded”, as he 
put it, from society. 

After the Industrial Revolu-
tion, Polanyi argued, we em-
barked on a dangerous experi-
ment, attempting to elevate the 
economy above society and re-
duce people to commodities 
within it. The result is a creature 
that poses an existential threat 
to its creators.

Seen from this perspective, 
the likely rejection of the post-
war world order this year should 
not come as a surprise: Elements 
of the narrative have become in-
creasingly prominent in recent 
decades. The groundswell of dis-
content with globalization in the 
1990s was interpreted as a geo-
graphically confi ned phenom-
enon—the growth pangs of re-
gions that had been left behind. 

By the early 2000s, prob-
lems that were once thought 
to be confi ned to the develop-

ing world—declining growth, 
rampant inequality, failing in-
stitutions, a fractured politi-
cal consensus, corruption, mass 
protests and poverty—began to 
emerge in developed countries. 
Many warnings went unheeded: 
the 2008 global fi nancial crisis, 
the eurozone’s sovereign-debt 
crisis starting in 2009, and the 
United Kingdom’s Brexit refer-
endum in 2016.

Scholarly efforts to under-
stand populism have had only 
limited success because they are 
trying to apply a rational lens to 
what is essentially an emotion-
al response: atavistic fears and 
instincts triggered by a long-
standing disregard for identity, 
trust, and community. 

Populist leaders around the 
world are gaining ground by 
abandoning the economistic ar-
guments advanced by experts 
and invoking nativistic motifs—
the mysticism and magic that, 
according to German sociologist 
Max Weber, capitalism had deci-
sively quelled.

The tragedy is that the domi-
nant populist narrative about 
the architects of the liberal post-
war order, that they are mad sci-
entists who have lost control of 
their creations, contains a kernel 
of truth. But our story could have 
had a different ending. 

As in Frankenstein, a little rec-
ognition of the fi ner feelings that 
the monster—in this case, the 
postwar economy—is capable of 
would have gone a long way to-
ward changing its behavior. 

This year should be a wake-up 
call for policymakers to heed the 
message that Polanyi articulated 
80 years ago: No economy exists 
outside the society that created 
and sustains it.

By Ridha Aditya Nugraha 
and Benjamyn I. Scott
Jakarta
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Futuristic fl ight: An EHang 216 fl ying taxi is displayed on July 31, 2022 at Hall B3 of Jakarta Interna-
tional Expo in Central Jakarta, during the 2022 Periklindo Electric Vehicle Show (PEVS).
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One-man show: Crowds of people greet President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo on Jan. 30 during a visit to the Plaza Malioboro shopping 
mall in Yogyakarta.


