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26
Lease of Land

Arsinoite nome (?), 11 BCE
TM 971474

Description

P. Leiden Pap. inst. inv. 557 [acquired in 1971]. H. x W. =
8.3 x 5.2 cm. Light brown papyrus, broken off on three
sides; only the left margin of approximately one cm is
preserved. Possibly, the right part of the papyrus broke off
along a vertical folding line.

On the recto the text is written along the fibers in an
experienced and formal hand with occasional serifs at the
end of letters. The two lines on the verso are written along
the fibers in a more cursive hand, turned 9o° to the left
with respect to the text on the recto. The first hand could
be dated to the second century BCE based on the letter
shapes (see, e.g., mu, nu, sigma, alpha, tau, upsilon, epsilon
etc.) and general appearance of P. Heid. v111 414 (184 BCE);
compare also the pointed alpha’s in, e.g., P. Tebt. 111.1 819
(171 BCE). The more cursive second hand can be compared
to P. Tebt. 1 105 (103 BCE).

Introduction

This is a lease contract between the lessor Sarapion and (a
minimum of) two lessees, whose names are not preserved
on the recto of the papyrus (cf. of pepaBuwuévor, 1l. 2—3 and
7—8). On the verso, however, the name Maron can be read
as well as the first two letters of the name of a second
person, namely Xa[. The personal names, Sarapion and
especially Maron, as well as the parallel documents (see
fn. 4) suggest a provenance in the Arsinoite nome.! The
object of lease is a plot of royal land (see note to verso, 1. 1)
of 50 arouras and the rent is to be paid in kind (L. 14) in
the month Payni (Il. 11-12). The lease is formulated in the
objective style, probably in the form of a hexamarturos

1 Cf T™ Nam 5663 and 3988, respectively.
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sungraphe.? This type of lease contracts appeared in early
Ptolemaic times.3

Due to the damage at the top of the fragment, the date
and the introduction of the contracting parties are miss-
ing as well as a description of the land, the duration of
the lease, the amount of the rent (see 1l. 1-2) and other
(general) conditions of the lease. What remains of the
contract is part of the contractual obligations guaranteed
by the lessor (1. 2—4) and the lessees (1. 8-16), followed
by the penalty clauses in case of infringement of these
obligations by the lessor (1. 4-7) and the lessees (1l. 16-17),
respectively. The formulas can also be found in other lease
contracts from the second century BCE (see also notes to
lines 6—7 and 13).4

2 According to HJ. WOLFF, Das Recht der griechischen Papyri
Agyptens in der Zeit der Ptolemaeer und des Prinzipats (Miinchen,
1978), pp. 137139, the formulation cuyypagy pobwaews (see verso)
does not point to a hexamarturos sungraphe or a notarial sungraphe
exclusively, but the expression does seem to be attested mostly dur-
ing the third and second century BCE and refer typically to the first
type of contract kept by a sungraphophulax; see, e.g., P. Enteux. 54,
3 (218 BCE) en P. Giss.Bibl. I 5, 7-8 (132 BCE).

3 ]. HERMANN, Studien zur Bodenpacht im Recht der graeco-
dgyptischen Papyri (Miinchen, 1958), pp. 16-18; D. HENNIG,
Untersuchungen zur Bodenpacht im ptolemdisch-romischen Agypten
(Bonn, 1967), pp. 173-184; U. YIFTACH-FIRANKO, ‘Who Killed the
Double Document in Ptolemaic Egypt?, AfP 54.2 (2008), p. 203.

4 Close parallels are P. Tebt. 111.1 819 (Oxyrhyncha, 171 BCE), BGU
x1v 2390 (Herakleopolite nome, 160-159 BCE), P. Monts.Roca
1v 77 (Hephaistias, 148 BCE), P. Tebt. 1 105 (Kerkeosiris, 103 BCE),
P. Tebt. 1 106 (Kerkeosiris, 101 BCE) and P. Koln vI 275 (Arsinoite
nome, 104-103 or 101-100 BCE); for a list of lease contracts from
the second century BCE see HERMANN, Bodenpacht, pp. 248-250,
and HENNIG, Bodenpacht, pp. 185-190. Parts of the text have been
supplemented exempli gratia based on the formulas in other land
leases (see also commentary notes below).
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LEASE OF LAND (26)

Transcription

Recto

- [-—ca.10 - -] [ —70 8¢ mpoyeypaupuévoy Expoplov -]
mod[étw]oow ot u[epiobwpévol — — — —— — — — Befarcrtw]
Z&.pomiwv. toig pe[pobupévolg — ————————— ——— ]
émt Tov xot ou’m‘dv [xpévov — —— — — — gav O& W) PePou-]

5 ol xabd ys’ypam’oil [- - — —dmoTelodTw — — — — — Q-]
xpripe: émitipov x[odxod Tédavta — — — xal undeév Hooov]
1) wlobwatg wvpla Eo[tw. — — — dvumevBuvol Eatwaay of ue-]
uiaBwpévol 1'row'r[c‘>'g gmtipov ol mdong plag. — —— —— ]
TIOTEITOVTEG AVATTA[VIBTWIAY — — — — — — — — — — — — Tov]

10 Aotroy xocrownstp[dcrwcrow ———————————————— ]

%ol TO TPOYEYPappL[EVOV Expdplov — — — — — —— — — Topa-]

Ttiwvt &v vt Tad[ vt tod — Etoug — — xataothoavteg Tols dloig]
CVNAWMATW EIGOA[ 0 — — ——————————— — —— — —
TupdV véov xa|Oa]p[ov xal ddoAov pétpwl — peTpYoEL Sxation — |
15 SngKaedhiot[o]v (?) [~ ———————————————-

Verso

Recto 9. 1. motioavtes  Verso 1. ouyyp pap.  B‘ pap.

Translation

‘(Recto) ... the lessees shall pay [the aforementioned rent
inkind ...] Sarapion [shall guarantee] the lessees ... for the
duration of the lease [... If he fails to guarantee them] as
aforesaid [... he pays ...] immediately a fine of [... talents
of bronze ... while] the validity of the lease shall [not be
affected ...] the lessees [shall not be liable to a fine or pen-
alty] of any kind ... irrigating, they shall sow light crops ...
the remainder they are to sow ... and the above written
[rent in kind ...] to Sarapion in the month Payni [of the ...
year ... delivered at their own] expense to the threshing
floor ... in wheat, new, pure [and unadulterated in the ...
measure ... by just measurement] ... of Kallistos (?) ... [if
they fail to deliver as] aforesaid, [they shall pay ...].

(Verso, hand 2) ‘Contract of lease of 50 arouras of royal
land ... of Sarapion with Maron and Sa ...’

]

Gpovpdv: /™ pap.

2-3

75

2. tp(6¢): £ pap.

Commentary

T6 3¢ Tpoyeypapuuévoy éxgdplov &]|mod[étw]oav ot
u[epiobwpévor: the addition éxpdpiov (fent in kind)
is based on mvpév in L. 14 of the fragment. The
sentence could perhaps be supplemented with 16
3¢ mpoyeypapuévoy expdplov; cf. T mpoyeypauu|Evov
éx@dptlov in I 11 and see, e.g., P. Tebt. 111 819,
31-32: TO Of TPOYE[YPOUUEVOY E€xoplov ATodOT®
Pdapuwy] | IvAdder.

Befaiwtw] | Zapamiwy Tolg ue[piodwuévolg: not
only the lessees need to guérantee that they
will keep the terms of the contract, such as
sowing particular crops and paying the rent (see
1l. 8-17), the lessor, in this case Sarapion, must
also guarantee that the terms of the contract
will be upheld, for example that the lessees
can work the land without hindrance from the
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lessor or third parties during the period of the
lease. This type of guarantee by the lessor is also
found, for example, in the contracts P. Tebt. 111.1
819, 34—36, P. Monts.Roca 1v 77, 31—33, P. Tebt. 1
105, 29-30 and PSI X 1098, 16-18 (Tebtynis, 51
BCE) Pefatocdtwr (I PePaiwtw) d& Apiotwy Tolg
peptoBuwpévols | ™y pifoblwow tadtyy enel (1. éml)
OV guyyeypaupévov xpévov ‘let Ariston guarantee
this lease to his lessees for the duration of the
contracted time’.

gl oV xat’ adTv [xpdvov: this guarantee is given
for all the terms of the lease during its term.
The more common formulation seems to be éni
Tov (ouyyeypaupévov) xpévov (see examples in
previous note) but one attestation of the same

GREEK DOCUMENTARY PAPYRI

Roca 1v 77, 11: é]mitipov yaAxod tdAavta eixoat
xal o BAd[fog, i.e. 20 talents for a plot of 15.25
arouras, and P. Tebt. 1 105, 35—36: émiTipov xaAxod
TdAavTa TptdcovTa xal tod py dmodobvat Tov glg TV
XepooxoTioy xaAxov Nu[téAtov] | Mxal to PAdPog”
‘fine of 30 talents of bronze, and for failure to
pay the money for the breaking up of the dry
ground one and a half times that sum and the loss
incurred’ for three plots possibly amounting to
25 arouras (see ed. pr.). Various other conditions
and sums could be added to this penalty clause,
as, e.g, in P. Tebt. I 105, 35-36, and BGU XIV
2390, 27—28. For the expected height of the fine
see HERMANN, Bodenpacht, pp. 154-155 and
HENNIG, Bodenpacht, pp. 73-81.

more specific phrase can be found in P. Mich. 6-7  xai undév fjooov] | M pioBwotg xupia €oftw: after
X 585, 15-16 (Bakchias, 87 CE) mdaay BeBaiwat (1. the phrase ¥ picOwolg xvpla éotw, our contract
BeBatwaet) ml te TOV xat adyg (L. od).'tv')v) [xpdvov] continues with the contractual obligations of
‘with full guarantee for the time stipulated by the the lessees and, therefore, this clause should
contract’ An example of such a term is that in case not be identified with the xvpia-clause normally
of a sale of the land the lessees are to be able to placed at the end of the body of the contract. This
proceed with their work without hindrance from construction of an additional clause xal undév
the new owner. This can be guaranteed by a third- Nooov 1) uiobwats #de xvpla otw in this position in
party beneficiary clause as is, for example, present the contract seems to occur almost exclusively in
in the contract of land sale of P. Mich. v 254—255, lease contracts dated to the second century BCE;
7 (Tebtynis, 30—31 CE) pnvotang (l. pnevodang) @ see, e.g., BGU XIV 2390, 29, P. Monts.Roca 1v 77, n
Yewpy®t ThHS Tod adTod Etoug madnaews ‘for the and P. Tebt. 1 105, 36.

present year the lease remains valid to the tenant. 7-8  dvumetfuvor Eotwoay of ue]|uiodwpévol movT[og
gav J¢ pn PePar]|ol xaba yéypamror [ - — — gmutipov xal maong Opiag: cf,, e.g., P. Tebt. I 105,
amoTelodTw — — — Topa][xefipa Emitinov: referring 36—37: [ol &] dvrekdyovtes tov eloPralbuevov elg
to the consequences for the lessor in case of ™V Yiv xal ad[tog] | TItohepati[o]s xai ot map’ adtod
failure to guarantee the contractual obligations dvumetBuvol EoTwaoy TovTSG émi[ti]pov xal mdang
(cf. note to L. 3); see, e.g.,, P. Tebt. 111.1 819, 11, {nulag ‘if they expel intruders upon the land, both
BGU XIV 2390, 27—28 (Herakleopolite nome, Ptolemaios himself and his agents shall not be
160-159 BCE), and P. Tebt. 1 105, 34-35: [édv §]¢ liable to fine or penalty of any kind’ and P. Kéln v1
{adytodg un Pefatol xabd yéypamrtar B dMo Tt 275, 6—7: dvutedBuvol Eotwaoay of puepta]|dwuévol xal
TOPATUYYPAPTl TAV TPOYEYPUUUEVWY GTOTELTAT® ol o’ adTAY TaVToS Emitipon x| al mdovg uiag ‘the
‘Qpiw[v] | It[oAe]uain énitipmov xaAxod TdAavta lessees and their agents shall not be liable to a fine
tpidxovta ‘if he does not guarantee the stipulations or penalty of any kind..

as written above or if he breaks contractregarding  9-10  moteloavteg dvama[vodtwoay — — — Tév] | Aoimov

something else of the before-mentioned
agreements, let Horion pay Ptolemaios a fine of
thirty talents of bronze’

émitimov x[adnod tdAavta: the exact height of
the fine is not preserved, but considering the
significant plot of 50 arouras (see 1. 18) the fine
is likely to have been a certain number of talents
of bronze drachmas, see, e.g.,, P. Tebt. 111.1 819,
38-39: mitipnov xoAxod] | vopiopatog tdAavta 8u[o,
i.e. 2 talents for a plot of 5 arouras, P. Monts.

xotaonelp[dtwoay: this phrase refers to the
agricultural state of the farmland. The lessees are
bound to perform certain duties during the lease
and to return the estate in the proper condition;
see, e.g., P. Yale 1 51, f. B 18-19 (Kerkesoucha, 184
BCE) dvamava|dtwooy AyaboxAiis xai HpoxAtjg
™y | [pepiodwpévny adtols yijv xat’ €tog xopTwl #
dpdxwt ) THAEL 1) Yéveat]v mdow ofg &v BodAwvrar
‘let Agathokles and Herakles yearly sow with
light crops the land leased by them with fodder
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or chickling or fenugreek or all the crops they 13 el dA[w: a plausible supplement would be eig
desire’ and P. Tebt. I 105, 32 and 38: motilovrag xat’ dAw ‘delivered to the threshing floor’ This exact
€10g TOV ooV Elg UMV ‘watering the crop yearly’ formulation is not attested, but compare, e.g., P.
and ™V te Yy xatepyacdobut (1. xatepyacdadu) Ambh. 11 46, 6 (113 BCE) €lg olxov with ¢l tfjg 8Aw in
ITtoAepaiog xal dvamavadtw xot &tog To uiov let BGU VI 1271, 3 and &nil Tt &Aw in P. Tebt. 1 105, 24.
Ptolemaios cultivate the land and let him sow The phrase é¢’ dAw to pay ‘at the threshing floor’
light crops on the other half every year. is also frequently found in lease contracts from
1-12  TO TPOYEYPOMU[Evov Expbplov — — — Xapa]|miwvt the first and second century CE; see, e.g., P. Oxy
&v i Hocﬁ[{zt to0 — &rtoug: the month Payni XLIX 3489, 30 (72 CE), P. Mert. 11 68, 26 (136 CE)
(associated with the payment of harvested goods, and P. Tebt. 11 450, 17 (141 CE). Another possible
see note to . 12), and dvAwpagw (transport supplement would be a village name, starting with
costs, see note to l. 13) are mentioned afterwards, A)-, such as the village Alexandrou Nesos (TM
meaning that the mpoyeypappévov can only Geo 105); cf, e.g, P. Yale I 51, fr. B 23—24: xataot]
refer to the rental sum; cf, e.g, BGU VI 1271, 3 NoavTeg Tolg idiotg &[wn |Awpaoty gig Kep|[weaolya.
(Philadelpheia or Theadelpheia, 180-145 BCE) 14 ﬁupbv véov: these words are almost always
Ta Em]yeypappéva Exqopla Eml THS dAw Ep (L év) followed by xafapév and &3oAov, after which may
i AmeMaticot Aiyvrtiwv 3¢ Iad[w ‘the above- follow specifications on how to measure out the
written rents in kind at the threshing floor in the wheat, often dependent on the village where the
month Apellaios, called Payni by the Egyptians’ wheat was to be delivered; see, e.g., P. Yale 1 51, B
and P. Koln vi 275 7-8: dmoddtwoav 8¢ ol 22-23, BGU VI 1271, 4-6, and P. Tebt. 1 105, 39—42:
ueptaBuwpévot] | Znvodwpwt T €xgodptov év pnvi Iadvt amodidolg Tupov véov x[a]Bapdv dSolov Ao TAVTWY
tod tegoa|peoxaidexdtov €toug ‘let the lessees pay uétpwt ayowvixmt dpdpov tod év ThL Tcpoysyp.[&'p]-
to Zenodoros the rent in kind in the month Payni MéWL | xwpnt Touylelov petproet Swalat ‘paying
of the fourteenth year’. wheat that is new, clean and unadulterated in any
12 v unvt Iad[ve: the contract follows the normal way measured with the six-choinix measure of the
agricultural year in which the fruits of the avenue of the temple of Souchos in the above-
land leased were due in the month Payni; see written village by just measurement’. As the exact
also examples in the note above. See for the date and provenance are not preserved, we do not
payment of rent in kind, HENNIG, Bodenpacht, know whether a specific measure was mentioned
pp- 22—24, HERMANN, Bodenpacht, pp. 107-109, and, if so, which one.
and SCHNEBEL, Landwirtschaft, pp. 164-165. For 15 dng KaAAiot[o]u (?): the reading of this line is
the usual start dates of these agreements see li')roblerhé'tic due to the damage on the papyrus
HERMANN, Bodenpacht, p. 95. and the lack of parallels, but it may have been part
12-13  xortacthoovteg Tolg idiog] | dwnAwpaowv: the of a name and a patronymic. The personal name
contract regulates the transport costs from the Kallistos is attested in Greek and Demotic texts,
field to the place, where either the payment had to especially during the Ptolemaic period (see T™
be made or the wheat was to be weighed and then Nam 3561).
paid. These transfer costs were to be paid by the 16 Toug o[ : possibly Tovg o[ poAoyodvrag?
lessees; cf,, e.g,, P. Tebt. I 105, 39—42: xataomioag  16-17  €dv O¢ i) dmoddat xaba Yé]|ypamtafl dmotelod-

el TV b)Y Tpds ‘Qpiwva 00 &v cuvtdoomt £[v] Tt
adt[ft] xwunt | toi[g] id[lo]ig dvnAwpaaw ‘it shall
be delivered to Horion (i.e. the lessor) at the
village at whatever place he may fix in the said
village at his own (i.e. the lessee’s) expense’. The
spelling of dwiwuaow instead of dvodwpaow is
most common during the second century BCE; its
last certain attestation is in P. Mich. v 354, 27—28
(Tebtynis, 52 CE).

twoav: after the clauses guaranteeing that the
terms of the contract will be upheld by the les-
sor (cf. note to 1l. 3-6), this would be part of
the clause specifying the fines for the lessees in
case of not paying the rent or violating any of
the other conditions mentioned above (Il. 8-16);
see, e.g., BGU XIV 2390, 33—34: €av O& [p]V) dmrodét
xafd yelypamtar dnotelodtw IToAvnpatos ‘but if
he fails to pay as aforesaid, Polyeratos shall pay’;
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Verso

P. Tebt. I 105, 43: éav 3¢ ) amodd xabd yéypamtal
1 Mo TU TopaguYypaphl TRV TPOYEYPAUMUEVLY
amoteiootw ITtodeu[alog] ‘but if he fails to pay as
aforesaid or if he breaks contract regarding some-
thing else of the before-mentioned agreements,

Ptolemaios shall pay ...

auyyp(aen) mabooews: cf. the docket of P. L.Bat.
XXII4, verso 13 (Tenis — Hermopolite nome, 108
BCE) au(Yypagy) uio(Bwaewg) | Atovuaiov and P.
Hib. 11 263, 28-31 (Herakleopolis, ca. 225 BCE)
[ouyypagy] | pobooews yis | Tpds Zomupiwva xal
| To[0g] ps'réxoﬁé. N

Ba(athdis) Yhs (dpovpdv) v: if the reading is
correct, this lease would concern a sub-lease of
royal land from one farmer to another. Private
sub-lease contracts for royal land are rare in the
Ptolemaic period, see ]. ROWLANDSON, ‘Freedom
and Subordination in Ancient Agriculture: The

GREEK DOCUMENTARY PAPYRI

Case of the BagtAucol yewpyol of Ptolemaic Egypt),
History of Political Thought 6.1/2 (1985), pp. 334—
336, but a copy or draft of a possible example
could perhaps be found in P. Tebt. 111.1 815, Fr. 3
recto col. ii (223—222 BCE ), and the existence of the
practice is confirmed, for example, by references
in the petitions P. Tebt. I 42 (114 BCE) and 111 805
(113 BCE).

mp(05): a pi-rho ligature is used to introduce the
contracting party of Sarapion. Different shapes of
this ligature can be found in dockets of contracts,
such as a rho with a pi written through it, see, e.g.,
P. L.Bat. xx11 31, 19 (Hermopolis, 104 BCE), or a
rho with a bow resembling a pi, see, e.g,, P. LBat.
XXII 23, 32 (Hermopolis, 108 BCE), to the form
attested here, which looks more like a rho with a
horizontal stroke, almost like a staurogram, see,
e.g., P. Oxy XLIX 3485, 40 (38 CE) and P. Mich. v

335,18 (56 CE).
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