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CURRICULUM VITAE

Jitske van den Bulk was born on July 21, 1994 in Alkmaar and lived in Groet during her 
childhood. After obtaining her gymnasium degree in 2012 from the Jan Arentsz college 
in Alkmaar, she began her Bachelor studies in Biomedical Sciences at the Leiden Univer-
sity driven by a broad interest in human biology. During her Bachelor’s she participated 
in a six-months exchange program with the Karolinska Institutet in Stockholm, Sweden. 
Furthermore, she joined the student windsurfing association S.W.V. Plankenkoorts where 
she was a member of multiple committees over a period of six years. Her roles included 
leadership positions such as secretary of the board (one year  position) and member of 
the advisory board (three year position).  

Oncology has always been of interest to Jitske and during her studies she refined this to 
the field of onco-immunology. In 2014 she performed her first internship in the Surgery 
department (with Dr. Peter J.K. Kuppen), which assured her to continue with the Research 
track of the Master’s Biomedical Sciences in Leiden. Her next internship was in 2016 at 
the Pathology department under supervision of Dr. Noel F.C.C. de Miranda, who offered 
her a PhD position in the ImmunoGenomics group. She started focusing on the PhD 
project in 2017 during an internship to finish her Master’s at the Medical Oncology (with 
ir. Dr. Els M.E. Verdegaal and Prof. Dr. Sjoerd H. van der Burg), which strengthened the 
collaboration between the two research groups. In 2018 Jitske graduated from the Master 
Biomedical Sciences and officially started her PhD as described in this thesis. In her third 
year she was granted an Eurolife Scholarship to perform a three-months internship at 
the Medical University Innsbruck in the group of Prof. Dr. Zlatko Trajanoski. This gave 
her the opportunity to convey her knowledge on T cell reactivity assays and adopt two 
new skills; culturing organoids and exploring the Austrian Alps. Even though conference 
visits were not possible in the last two years of her PhD due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
Jitske presented results obtained during her PhD at several international conferences, 
amongst which the European Congress of Immunology (2018), EACR Immuno-Oncology 
(2019) and Cancer Immunotherapy Annual Meeting (2019). Moreover, she obtained a 
EFIS-EJI Meeting Bursary to attend the EACR Immuno-Oncology meeting in 2019. On 
top of these scientific achievements, Jitske supervised seven student internships from 
different disciplines and gave Cancer Immunity workgroups to second year Medicine 
students in Leiden. 

In the course of her PhD, she started a collaboration with Neogene Therapeutics, a 
company that aims to develop neoantigen-specific TCR T cell treatments. In May 2022, 
Jitske started as Scientist in the cellular TCR discovery team of Neogene Therapeutics 
to continue her work on harnessing neoantigens for targeted cancer treatments. 
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