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Curriculum Vitae

On April second 1996, a day with typical Dutch weather semi-cloudy and cold, I
was born in Zwijndrecht in the Netherlands. Not too long after that I moved to
Ridderkerk to spend half of my weekends with my dad and step-mom, and to The
Hague to spend the rest of the time with my mom. During this time I got to enjoy
a big city near the sea and a small and quiet town with a house and a garden.
I also remember watching TV shows about the universe and science after school
when I was not swimming, doing gymnastics, making jigsaw puzzles or postcards.
I was always interested in the questions starting with ’why’ and ’how’ things work.

The choice of my favourite high school was not difficult after I spent hours
making jewellery, seeing a shape memory alloy, i.e., a piece of metal that you
could bend in a certain shape, but would return to its original form when heated,
and other things at the open day of the ’Christelijk College De Populier’ in The
Hague, right till I had to leave the building because the open day had ended
already some time ago. This also, unsurprisingly, turned out to be my favourite
course during the first three years. In addition to this science course, I loved all
the courses that used numbers in one way or another and were challenging me to
think about the problem I was solving, like math, physics, and chemistry but also
biology and natural sciences. In addition to my regular high school classes, I took
two courses offered by the LAPTop program of Leiden University. In my fifth year
I took physics and in my final year I took Astronomy, both of which I enjoyed a
lot.

Choosing what I was going to study after graduating from high-school was a
challenge. I knew I liked to apply mathematics to solve difficult problems, but
many of my study tests just confirmed to me that I chose the right courses in
high school and would not narrow down the choice of studies. Then I realised that
Leiden offered a double bachelor in Physics and Astronomy, the perfect choice
for me as I enjoyed these LAPTop courses as a high-school student. During my
second year I got the opportunity to go to La Palma to take my first astronomical
observations that got published by another student in 2021. During the second
half of my studies I helped bachelor students with their first year course work and
I always enjoyed it when their eyes lit up when they grasped a difficult assignment.
It was also around this time that one of my hobbies was taken to the next level
with the start of an 18000 piece jigsaw puzzle that I would finish a little less than
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a decade later.
After my double bachelor, I decided to start with an Astronomy Cosmology

master to combine Physics and Astronomy while continuing to help students with
their courses. My first research project was fully theoretical with the goal to model
tidal truncation of protoplanetary disks in a stellar cluster in the group of Prof.
Dr. S. F. Portegies Zwart. One of the courses that I took was ’Star and Planet
Formation’ by Prof. Dr. E. F. van Dishoeck. I enjoyed this course so much
that I decided to switch the specialisation of my masters to a research master so
I could do my second research project in her group. This second project was a
true joy with Merel van ’t Hoff helping me on a daily basis, teaching me about
chemistry and radiative transfer, and the regular discussions with Prof. Dr. E. F.
van Dishoeck about the progress I had made. While I was doing this project I
learned that I wanted to pursue a career in Astronomy and I applied for PhD
positions. When I got offered a position in Leiden I accepted it immediately, even
before Ewine could inform the rest of the group that she had made me an offer.

During my PhD I got the chance to look both at the hot cavities of transition
disks and the somewhat colder region where water sublimates tracing its snowline.
In addition, I enjoyed the fun of exploring all possible outcomes of thermo-chemical
models to solve the puzzle of why the observations look like they are, why do we
see the molecules that we detect? This continued during my work as a teach-
ing assistant for the Astrochemistry, Radiative Transfer, and Observational and
Molecular Astronomy courses, and during the co-supervision of two master stu-
dents, Nashanty Brunken and Dylan Natoewal, with Dr. A. S. Booth. Despite
COVID19 cancelling many conferences during my PhD, I still got the opportunity
to travel and present my work in London, Leeds, Heidelberg, Ringberg, Garching,
Berlin, Kyoto, and Milan. After writing many ALMA proposals I am now await-
ing my first A-rated program that will be observed around Christmas, one of the
best work-related presents ALMA could have given me. I will continue doing my
research with Prof. Dr. Stefano Facchini as a postdoc at the University of Milan.
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