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Nick van Dijk was born on the 27th of October, 1987 in Hilversum, the Netherlands. 
After graduating from OSG de Rietlanden, he studied Biomedical Sciences at the Vrije 
University Amsterdam and obtained his bachelor degree after three years in 2011. After 
obtaining his bachelor degree he attended the selective double Master Program A-KO 
(Arts-Klinisch onderzoeker) at the Maastricht University, combining Medicine with a MSc 
in clinical research. His master thesis about NK cell therapy in Multiple Myeloma was 
supervised by dr. Wilfred Germeraad and dr. Lotte Wieten at the Maastricht University. In 
his final year he did an extended internship in Hematology and Medical Oncology at the 
Maastricht University. During his studies, he also was A-KO study coordinator and board 
member at the fraternity he attended. Nick obtained his Medical Degree and MSc in 
clinical research at the end of 2015. Shortly thereafter, he started as an internal medicine 
resident at Ziekenhuis Gelderse Vallei (ZGV) in Ede, the Netherlands, a hospital affiliated 
to the internal medicine program of the UMC Utrecht. In his first week, he told his ZGV 
mentor that his plan was to work in the ZGV for approximately one year and then start 
as a PhD-student at the NKI. One year later in January 2017, his plan came true, as he 
started as a PhD-student at the group of Michiel van der Heijden at the NKI, studying 
immunotherapy treatment strategies in urothelial cancer. The results of his studies are 
presented in this PhD thesis. He also coordinated clinical trials on neo-adjuvant immune 
checkpoint blockade in urothelial cancer. During his PhD and with three co-founders, 
he founded Wrable BV, a startup company developing wearables with applications in 
sports and healthcare. To date, he works as an occupational physician in training, and 
works for his startup company in parallel. 
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van jou kunnen leren. Ik ben ervan overtuigd dat jij nog vele successen zult boeken en 
een essentiële rol gaat spelen in de vooruitgang van de oncologische blaaskankerzorg. 
Dank je wel voor alles!

John, ik vond het altijd uitdagend om tijdens de besprekingen en presentaties met jou 
te discussiëren en over mogelijkheden te praten. Jij hebt een belangrijke rol gespeeld 
in de opzet en het translationele werk van onze studies en ik wil je voor alles bedanken.

Christian, jouw bevlogenheid en enthousiasme zijn erg aanstekelijk en jij inspireerde 
mij om groot te denken en om vooral te denken in mogelijkheden in plaats van belem-
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Urologen, bedankt voor de geweldige tijd en samenwerking tijdens de studies. Zonder 
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mijn afwezigheid. 
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onmogelijke deadlines. Dennis, bedankt dat jij altijd telefonisch bereikbaar was. Ik zal 
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