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Appendices
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the Netherlands, she continued her broad education by attending Amsterdam
University College, an honors Liberal Arts and Sciences program set up as a
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She graduated (Summa Cum Laude) in 2014 obtaining her Bachelor of Science
degree with track specializations in Biomedical Sciences and Chemistry. During her
bachelor studies, she got her first taste of biomedical research in the lab of Prof. Dr.
Fred van Leeuwen at the Netherlands Cancer Institute studying the kinetics of how
yeast and trypanosome Dot1 enzymes methylate lysine 79 of histone H3. Inspired
by the stimulating atmosphere in his lab, she enrolled in the Biomedical Sciences
master at the University of Amsterdam, where she specialized in Oncology. During
her first master’s internship, she studied the role of the primase-polymerase PrimPol
in tumor mutagenesis and somatic hypermutation of immunoglobulin genes under
supervision of Dr. Heinz Jacobs at the Netherlands Cancer Institute. Subsequently,
she moved to the Whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, USA, to be trained in the lab of Prof. Dr. Hidde L. Ploegh where
she used single domain nanobodies to study the requirements for effective
immunotherapy responses to CTLA-4 blockade and CD47 blockade in preclinical
cancer models. Here, her interest in the complex interactions required for effective
immunotherapy responses was triggered. After graduating (Cum Laude) from the
master in 2017, she joined to lab of Prof. Dr. Karin E. de Visser as a Ph.D. candidate
to study whether the efficacy of immunotherapy for metastatic breast cancer can
be enhanced by overcoming tumor-induced immunosuppressive mechanisms. The
findings of this work are presented in this thesis.
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