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Armenian is an Indo-European language, but it is
known for harboring many words that are not inherited
from Proto-Indo-European. This PhD dissertation takes
a close look at three distinct, early loanword layers in
Armenian: words from Hurro-Urartian languages, from
Kartvelian languages, and from at least one language
that also loaned words to other Indo-European
languages. By scrutinizing these three groups of
loanwords, we learn more about the contact events
that shaped the early history of Armenian, but also
about the population movements that brought
speakers of Armenian into their historical homeland in
the highlands south of the Caucasus.
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