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There are many publications dealing with the political career of Ruhollah 
Khomeini (1902–1989), who transformed the political landscape of Iran and 
the Middle East after the revolution of 1979. Most of the research conducted 
in the West is on Khomeini’s political strategies, while the influential role  
of mysticism in all facets of his life is ignored. This book is the first study 
examining Khomeini’s poetry, mysticism and the reception of his poetry 
both in Iran and the West. It investigates how Khomeini integrated various 
doctrines and ideas of Islamic mysticism and Shiiism such as the 
Perfect Man into his poetry. 

d. farhosh-van loon obtained her PhD in Persian Studies from  
Leiden University in 2016. She is currently the project coordinator for the  
erc Advanced Grant, Beyond Sharia: The Role of Sufism in Shaping Islam, in  
the Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies at Utrecht University. 

Ayatollah Khomeini’s strikingly “unorthodox” poems, published shortly after his 
death in 1989, provoked very diverse reactions, and discussions about how to interpret 
them continue to this day, both among the academic community and among his 
staunch supporters and ardent opponents. Ayatollah Khomeini’s Mystical Poetry 
and its Reception in Iran and the Diaspora formulates the main research question 
exactly as «how to interpret Ayatollah Khomeini’s mystical poetry» and “how his 
aspirations to worldly power and to mystical sublimation are reflected in his poetry” 
and makes a significant contribution to solving these intriguing problems. 
− natalia chalisova, Russian State University of Moscow

This monograph is novel, well-written, and exceptionally well organized. This work 
will prove to be seminal in years to come in Western publications as it is the most 
comprehensive work on Ayatollah Khomeini’s poetry and poetics. The hermeneutic 
approach is quite apt in that it considers social, anthropological, and political dimen-
sions of Ayatollah Khomeini’s poetics. 
− alireza korangy, American University of Beirut
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