
Beyond friends and foes: immigration policymaking in
contemporary China
Speelman, J.T.

Citation
Speelman, J. T. (2023, September 19). Beyond friends and foes: immigration
policymaking in contemporary China. Retrieved from
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3641093
 
Version: Publisher's Version

License:
Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral
thesis in the Institutional Repository of the University
of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3641093
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if
applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3641093


204

Curriculum Vitae

Tabitha Speelman was born on October 5, 1988 in Urk, the Netherlands. She 
completed her undergraduate studies at Calvin College, MI, obtaining bachelor 
degrees in Philosophy, English literature, and Chinese language (2006-2010). From 
2010 to 2013, she pursued graduate studies in Chinese Studies, dividing her time 
between Nanjing University and Leiden University. Her MA thesis studied the social 
response to the rapid development of China’s high-speed rail network in that period. o	
Following her studies, she was based in China as a reporter for several media outlets, 
working for Dutch daily newspaper Trouw from 2014-2017, and publishing freelance 
reporting on Chinese societal developments in other media like Foreign Policy and 
The Initium. In September 2017, she returned to Leiden as a PhD-candidate with the 
Institute for Area Studies (LIAS), as part of a research project studying the impact of 
growing immigration on Chinese society (‘Immigrant China’). She spent 2018-2020 as 
a visiting PhD-student at Fudan University in Shanghai. Her interests include Chinese 
and global migration and media trends, and during her time as a PhD candidate, she 
taught several courses on these subjects. Her research has been published in China 
Perspectives, China Information, and Journal of Contemporary China.


