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Afterword

With this I now write the final parts of this thesis, which was most of all
dominated by what the Dutch liked to call “lastige tijden”. Nevertheless with
some delay it formed into a full story about one very specific effect for one very
specific system, which hopefully will at some point see an expansion to more
general use. With the major risk of forgetting a lot of people, I will still try to
at least say my thanks.

First of all, of course, to Mark Somers who snagged me from my Master’s
defence into this project. You provided the basis of this project with a clear
goal and path to get there, yet left enough open for me to pursue my own
approaches. Furthermore, under your guidance I got to learn the basics of both
managing our HPC hardware and finding the best bars.

I am grateful for the scientific support and guidance of my promotor Geert-
Jan Kroes. My thanks also to my desk-neighbour Marc van Hemert, who could
always supply another point of view to any encountered problem, as well as
Jorg Meyer, who has given me the opportunity to continue working on this
system just a little longer.

Thanks also go out to Leandra Litjens and Ruard van Workum, the bachelor
students I had the pleasure to supervise during this project. Not to be forgotten
is then of course my only master student, and now colleague, Robert van Bree.
Your master’s project was a bit of a rocky journey, but that has never stopped
you complaining about especially the little things.

I would be amiss to not also thank the PhD students who showed me the
ropes: Paul Spiering, Guido Smeets, and Nick Gerrits. My thanks also go to
Theophile Tchakoua, the fellow PhD student who might have started slightly
before me, but taught me all about both unique types of food and paying at
bars.
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A further thanks for the people who are part of theoretical chemistry now, or
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Joan Enrique Romero, Jonathon Cottom, Andrew Powell, Seenivasan Hari-
haran, Khosrow Shakouri, Helen Chadwick, Katharina Doblhoff-Dier, Thanja
Lamberts, Michelle van der Haar, Soroush Rasti, Sayan Seal, Hossein Tahmasbi,
and Elham Nour Ghassemi.

Thanks to the boys from the Blaise Pascal, Floyd, Pepijn, Robert, and
Laurens, we might have taken different routes in life but there will always be
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love for a very specific news broadcast. And of course a thank you to Desiree,
who allows me to try out many of the co-op games I find.

Finally, as always, the biggest of thanks to my family and grandparents,
who would always try to understand my work, even if I myself didn’t.



