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Discrimination is still not sufficiently addressed within 

liberal democracies. Often only some groups are protect-

ed against discrimination and merely in certain situa-

tions. This leaves many who suffer because of discrim-

ination without recourse. And that is only one of the 

dilemmas with group-based approaches to the protection 

against discrimination. So why are these approaches so 

common? And can we find a viable alternative?

In this new book, legal scholar Erwin Dijkstra answers 

these questions. His analysis is thorough, original, and 

thought-provoking. This makes Discrimination and the 

Foundation of Justice indispensable for anyone who 

seeks a better understanding of discrimination law, the 

relevant human rights context, and the debate on im-

proving the protection against discrimination. That de-

bate is brought to life through a thoughtful discussion of 

hotly debated topics like hate speech, affirmative action, 

and institutions that speak out against discrimination. 

As discrimination concerns us all, this book was written 

as a resource for all. It is meant to be read by those stud-

ying discrimination law professionally and the broader 

public alike.
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