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Preface

Preface

Humans in their lifespan often encounter difficulties, either on a personal or a global
scale, that may even be felt as a crisis. Recently, mankind suffered a health crisis, namely
the coronavirus pandemic. Initially it appeared in Wuhan, China, in 2019, then spread
rapidly throughout the world. The virus made many casualties and most governments
began to take preventive measures. However, the result of these preventive efforts led to
another crisis, namely an economic downturn. In Indonesia, Covid-19 hit for the first time
on March 2", 2020, when two women from Depok, West Java, had close contact with

the 24th confirmed case in Malaysia (Pranita 2020). The number of people who tested
positive for the virus began to rise rapidly. Up until recently, according to the latest data
from the Indonesian Ministry of Health, in May 2021, it is recorded that 1,697,305 tested
positive for Covid-19, as many as 1,552,532 people recovered, and 46,496 people died.
The government has been making various efforts to prevent this pandemic from spreading
widely. One of them is the PSBB Pembatasan Sosial Berskala Besar (lockdown), more
recently there was a restriction on mudik (returning to hometown). This turns out to have
an adverse impact on the economy.

Other efforts made by the Indonesian government are direct assistance, eg. staple food
aid, BLT Bantuan Langsung Tunai (Cash Direct Aid) and small medium enterprise aid,
subsidy for salary under IDR 5 million, and interest subsidy. However, people cannot
expect to rely on government aid only to survive in the adverse economic conditions

due to the lockdown and other measures in the Covid-19 pandemic. Some people took
the initiative and asked for a CSR (corporate social responsibility) fund from the big
corporations, or they asked for an extension of the loan from the bank, or there were even
some people who were forced to go to a loan shark (bank titil or illegal fin-tech). However,
those solution are not sustainable, and they also become a psychological burden (Marjono
2020). The local people should depend on their own resourcefulness.

Community participation in dealing with a pandemic, especially related to health and the
economy, relies on activities that have mutual cooperation. In Central Java, jimpitan is
one of the solutions. Jimpitan is the collection of a small portion of rice or money taken
from households in a neighborhood. Through jimpitan, some villages succeed to tackle

Xvii
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the difficulty times in this pandemic era. The governor of Central Java, Ganjar Pranowo,
asked the people in the villages to revive the tradition of jimpitan as a food barn. He said
that jimpitan could be used to fulfill the economic needs independent from the assistance
of the central or provincial government (Farasonalia 2020). He also initiated the program
of Jogo Tonggo (literally jogo means to keep/to guard, tonggo means neighbor). In Tegal,
Central Java, in one of its villages called Tegalsari (Tegal Barat sub-district), the local
people implement the Jogo Tonggo program by growing vegetable crops and other food
plants, cultivating the fish in the pond, and growing kale plants and greens. They also
have food barns to store the aid from outside the neighborhood or from jimpitan within
the neighborhood. The food barn is used to help people outside the neighborhood such
as informal Al Quran teachers and other people who are affected by Covid-19 but reside
outside the RW-Rukun Warga (community association) (Humas Jateng 2020).

In the Wonosobo district, there has been a rise in thefts lately due to the increasing
number of poor people because of the Covid-19 pandemic. The local people in the village
of Suren Gede (Kertek sub-district, Wonosobo district) attempted to tackle the thefts by
reanimating the ronda malam and jimpitan. In the Suren Gede village, the jimpitan is
managed by each RT-Rukun Tetangga (neighborhood association) to support the sedekah
canthelan, a pre-existing program for social fund support (literally sedekah means
donation, canthelan means hanger) (Al Arifa 2020). Jimpitan, together with the growing of
vegetables and the food barn, is considered important in promoting food security, and it
is an illustration of the fact that the tradition of jimpitan is still preserved in Central Java,
East Java, and West Java (with a different name, ie. Perelek) (Abdullah 2020), even though
it may seem dormant at times. In Blitar, East Java, the regent suggested that the local
people revive jimpitan to build the Kampung Tangguh Covid-19 (literally kampung means
village, tangguh means tough or firm). It is traditional institutions that empowers the
local people to face the pandemic situation. Two of its sub-programs are: (a) Poskamling
(pos keamanan lingkungan, environmental security post), an activity that is intended to
promote security, and (b) jimpitan for food security (Hadi 2020).

Kampung Tangguh in South Tangerang, Banten Province, is said to be successful in
decreasing the number of Covid-19 infections. From the 12 infected persons in December
2020, two recovered, and the other 10 self-quarantined. In January 2021, 2 out of

those 10 persons recovered. There are no new cases of Covid-19. Six main programs

of Kampung Tangguh are Tangguh Kesehatan jasmani dan rohani (physical and mental
health), Tangguh sosial ekonomi (social and economic resilience), Tangguh keamanan
(safety), Tangguh edukasi (education), Tangguh Demokrasi (good democracy). In the sub-
program for social and economic resilience there are four efforts: 1) home industry with
online marketing; (2) jimpitan, food barn, and free food store for the local people; (3)
fish cultivation, hydroponic plants and goat/cow livestock; and (4) dapur umum (cooking
together on a massive scale for neighborhood) from people for people (Yandri 2021).

By acknowledging the benefits of jimpitan amidst the recent crisis caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic, this study describes the utilization and advantages of institutions
and organizations that serve the community, particularly jimpitan. | hope that this study
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Picture 1

The governor of Central Java, Ganjar Pranowo, is visiting people in Tegal, while implementing the

Jogo Tonggo, the vegetable growing program. Source: Slam (Humas Jateng), 17 May 2020

about the utilization of institutions and organizations, in which jimpitan is included as

an indigenous institution that describes the resourcefulness of local people, can bring
some insightful knowledge to many people, including policy makers, so that in setting

out policies they will consider the voice of local people. This study is also dedicated to
local people who are still preserving their indigenous way of coping with the situation, in
hopes that they will be acknowledged by the people outside their community too, such as
academics, governments and the world at large.
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