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SAFE MOTHERHOOD SERIES

International Safe Motherhood & Reproductive Health
The Dutch Working Party ‘International Safe Motherhood and 

Reproductive Health’ aims to contribute to improvement of the 
reproductive health status of women around the globe, in particular by 
collaborating with local health workers (http://www.safemotherhood.
nl). The Working Party is part of both the Dutch Society of Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology (NVOG) and the Dutch Society for International 

Health and Tropical Medicine (NVTG). The activities that are undertaken under the 
umbrella of the Working Party can be grouped into four pillars: education, patient 
care, research and advocacy.

Research activities are undertaken by (medical) students, Medical Doctors 
International Health and Tropical Medicine and many others. Some research 
activities develop into PhD-trajectories. PhD- candidates all over the world, Dutch 
and non-Dutch, work on finding locally acceptable and achievable ways to improve 
the quality of maternal health services, supervised by different members of the 
Working Party. Professor Jos van Roosmalen initiated the Safe Motherhood Series, 
which started in 1995.

THE SAFE MOTHERHOOD SERIES

•	 The role of oral (methyl)ergometrin in the prevention of postpartum 
haemorrhage. (Akosua de Groot), Radboud UMC, Nijmegen, the Netherlands, 
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•	 Vaginal birth after caesarean section in Zimbabwe and The Netherlands 
(Wilbert Spaans), AMC Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2004

•	 Safe Motherhood and Health systems research: Health care seeking behaviour 
and utilization of health services in Kalabo District (Jelle Stekelenburg), VU 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2004

•	 Enhancing survival of mothers and their newborns in Tanzania (Godfrey 
Mbaruku), Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden, 2005

&

BNW_A.F. Kallianidis_DEF NA PROEF.indd   189BNW_A.F. Kallianidis_DEF NA PROEF.indd   189 27-01-2023   17:1227-01-2023   17:12



190

Safe Motherhood Series

•	 Beyond the numbers: confidential enquiries into maternal deaths in Accra- 
Ghana (Afisah Yakubu Zakariah, Accra, Ghana), Vrije Universiteit Brussel, 
Belgium, 2008

•	 Severe maternal morbidity in the Netherlands: the LEMMoN study (Joost 
Zwart), UMC Leiden, the Netherlands, 2009

•	 Obstetric audit in Namibia and the Netherlands (Jeroen van Dillen), VU 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2009

•	 Confidential enquiries into maternal deaths in the Netherlands 1993- 2005 
(Joke Schutte), VU Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2010

•	 Delay in Safe Motherhood (Luc van Lonkhuijzen), UMC Groningen, the 
Netherlands, 2011

•	 Medical Mirrors: Maternal care in a Malawian district (Thomas van den Akker), 
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Netherlands, 2015
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Oost-Congo en Liberia (Cora Bakker), VU Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2016

•	 Severe acute maternal morbidity, risk factors in the Netherlands and validation 
of the WHO Maternal Near-Miss Tool (Tom Witteveen), Leiden UMC, the 
Netherlands, 2016

•	 Getting the job done, providing lifelong HIV-treatment in settings with limited 
human resources for health: innovative approaches (Marielle Bemelmans), VU 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2016

•	 Identifying needs for optimizing the health work force in Ethiopia (Tegbar 
Yigzaw Sindekie), VU Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2017

•	 Improving frontline health workers’ performance in low resource settings; the 
case of Ethiopia (Firew Ayalew Desta), VU Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2017

•	 Increasing access to anesthesia in Ethiopia: task shifting (Sharon J.N. 
Kibwana), VU Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2017

•	 Diagnostic and clinical decision support systems for antenatal care: is mHealth 
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•	 Severe Maternal Morbidity and Mortality in Eastern Ethiopia (Abera Kenay 
Tura), UMC Groningen, the Netherlands, 2019

•	 Maternity Waiting Homes in Ethiopia to improve women’s access to maternity 
care (Tienke Vermeiden), UMC Groningen, the Netherlands, 2019

•	 Improving access to quality maternal and newborn care in lowresource settings: 
the case of Tanzania (Dunstan Raphael Bishanga), UMC Groningen, the 
Netherlands, 2019

•	 Towards better prognostic and diagnostic strategies for major obstetric 
haemorrhage (Ada Gillissen), Leiden UMC, the Netherlands, 2019

•	 Hospital based audit of obstetric care and birth preparedness in rural Rwanda 
(Richard Kalisa), VU University Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2019

•	 Re-introduction of vacuum extraction in a tertiary referral hospital in Uganda 
(Barbara Nolens), VU University Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2019

•	 Health system determinants of maternal and neonatal health in Rwanda (Felix 
Sayinzoga), Radboud UMC, Nijmegen, the Netherlands, 2019

•	 Context-appropriate innovative solutions for improving the access to quality 
intra- and immediate postpartum care in India (Somesh Kumar), UMC 
Groningen, the Netherlands, 2019

•	 Quality of maternal and newborn health care in health facilities in Afghanistan 
(Nasratullah Ansari), VU Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2019

•	 Safe Motherhood: Improving the quality of maternal and perinatal health care 
in a rural hospital in Tanzania (Rob Mooij), UMC Groningen, the Netherlands, 
2020

•	 Strategies to improve intrapartum care: foetal monitoring in low resource 
settings (Natasha Housseine), UMC Utrecht, the Netherlands, 2020

•	 Maternal mortality in Suriname: Implementation of Maternal Death Surveillance 
and Response to reduce preventable maternal deaths (Lachmi Kodan), UMC 
Utrecht, the Netherlands, 2020

•	 Maternal mortality, near-miss and stillbirths in Suriname: time to respond (Kim 
Verschueren), UMC Utrecht, the Netherlands, 2020

•	 Key factors to improve maternal and child health in Sindh province, Pakistan 
(Jin Won Noh), UMC Groningen, the Netherlands, 2021

•	 Innovative partnerships for Safe Motherhood: participation and transdisciplinary 
collaboration as tools towards increasing skilled birth attendants (Yadira 
Roggeveen), VU University Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2021

•	 Improving respectful maternity care provision in Ethiopia (Ephrem Daniel 
Sheferaw), UMC Groningen, the Netherlands, 2021

&

BNW_A.F. Kallianidis_DEF NA PROEF.indd   191BNW_A.F. Kallianidis_DEF NA PROEF.indd   191 27-01-2023   17:1227-01-2023   17:12



192

Safe Motherhood Series

•	 Improving access to quality Family Planning Services in Kenya by Addressing 
Contraceptive Discontinuation (Susan Ontiri), UMC Groningen, the 
Netherlands, 2021

•	 Postpartum Haemorrhage: From Insight to Action (Paul Ramler), Leiden UMC, 
the Netherlands, 2022

•	 Optimizing care and patient experience of preeclampsia in low- and and 
middle-income countries – the case of Ghana (Titus Kofi Beyuo), UMC Utrecht, 
the Netherlands, 2022

•	 Epidemiology and etiology of genital fistulas in East Africa (Carrie J.Ngongo), 
Ghent University, Belgium, 2023

•	 Maternal morbidity and mortality in the Netherlands and their association with 
obstetric interventions (Athanasios Kallianidis), Leiden UMC, the Netherlands, 
2023

•	 Maternal health in Namibia: Lessons learned from obstetric surveillance (Steffie 
Heemelaar), Leiden UMC, the Netherlands, 2023

•	 Maternal deaths, near misses and great saves: severe maternal outcomes in 
Metro East, the Western Cape Province, South Africa (Anke Heitkamp), VU 
University Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 2023

BNW_A.F. Kallianidis_DEF NA PROEF.indd   192BNW_A.F. Kallianidis_DEF NA PROEF.indd   192 27-01-2023   17:1227-01-2023   17:12


