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Résumés

English Francais

This article builds on recent calls in urban and gender history for a better understanding of the
interaction between gender and the urban environment. Its focus is on male and female offending
behaviours and their relation to the urban space, specifically the spaces shared by women and
men: the home, the street outside of their house, and the main thoroughfares. The article aims to
shed light on common practices and understandings between men and women, while
highlighting potential differences. The analysis is based on the mapping of offending behaviours
recorded by Leiden police court and Amsterdam correctional court in the second half of the
nineteenth century. In part, the article confirms what other historians have already shown:
women were on average accused of committing an offence closer to their home than men, but
they were also very much present in the streets around their house. But the data presented also
shows that women and men were more or less mobile according to the time of day, that they
shared a common understanding of what their neighbourhood represented, and that work was an
important reason why women would commute outside of their neighbourhood. Overall, the
article confirms the value of a nuanced view of gender and the use of the urban space.

Cet article répond aux récents développements en histoire urbaine et du genre appelant a une
meilleure compréhension de l'interaction entre le genre et I'environnement urbain. Il se
concentre sur les comportements délinquants masculins et féminins en lien avec I'espace urbain,
.', en particulier les espaces partagés par les femmes et les hommes : le domicile, la rue a 'extérieur

*®  de la maison et les artéres principales. L’article vise & mettre en lumiére les pratiques et les
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compréhensions communes aux hommes et aux femmes, tout en soulignant les différences
potentielles. L’analyse se base sur la cartographie des comportements délictueux enregistrés par
le tribunal de police de Leiden et le tribunal correctionnel d'Amsterdam dans la seconde moitié
du XIXe siécle. L’article confirme en partie ce que d'autres historiens ont déja démontré : les
femmes étaient en moyenne accusées d’avoir commis une infraction plus proche de leur domicile
mais elles étaient aussi tres présentes dans les rues autour de leur maison. Les données
présentées montrent également que les femmes et les hommes étaient plus ou moins mobiles
selon I'heure de la journée, qu’ils concevaient d'une maniére similaire les rues proches de leur
résidence, et que le travail était une raison importante pour laquelle les femmes se déplacaient en
dehors de leur quartier. L’article confirme ainsi I'intérét d'une vision nuancée et non binaire de
I'importance du genre dans les usages de I’espace urbain.

Notes de I'auteur

This article is based on the work carried out by the project team Dangerous Cities, based at
Leiden University. It received funding from the Research Council of Leiden University.

I am thankful to the reviewers for their very useful comments.

Extrait du texte

Ce document sera publié en ligne en texte intégral en février 2025.

Apergu du texte

On 7 January 1905, Pieter Donker, 20 year-old bookbinder living on 184 Jacob van
Lennepkade street in Amsterdam, was sentenced to pay 40 gulden for having seriously
hurt Matthijs van Exter. It was reported that since June 1904, Pieter had been courting
one of the daughters of Matthijs, even though he was against it. On the evening of 28
October 1904, Matthijs noticed his daughter talking with the suspect in front of his
house (on the street parallel to where Pieter lived) and went outside to bring her in:
unimpressed, Pieter punched him in the face, resulting in Matthijs losing a great deal of
his vision from the left eye. A few weeks later, in February 1905, Christina Hendrika
Fransen, a 31-year-old seamstress from Amsterdam, was sentenced to pay 5 gulden for
having punched and wounded Elisabeth de Wilde with a stick, in the middle of St Joris
street, where Christina lived. Elizabeth de Wilde, who lived on Prinsengracht 380, also
in Amsterdam, testified that on the evening of 24 Ja...
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