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The character of the use and exploration of outer space has changed dramati- —
cally since the first artificial satellite was launched in 1957. The question this g
research addresses is whether the existing international legal framework for 2
. . 7
space activities adequately regulates current and future challenges and oppor- o
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tunities of the use, exploration and exploitation of outer space, and if not, |N Wl enln t e
how this can be remedied. It answers these questions in a series of published P g
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articles. )
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Although the legal framework that was adopted by States since the 1960s

Horizons of
Outer Space Law

is of immense value and must be preserved, the rapid pace at which tech-
nology advances and the increase and variety of actors in this field imply that
it cannot address all challenges and opportunities in a sustainable, safe and
secure manner.

The existing legal framework must be clarified and supplemented, and the

adoption of soft law, guidelines, resolutions at international and regional

level, as well as the reinforcement of national frameworks and industry best
practiccs seems the most pragmatic way forward.

Outer space is an international realm and in formulating future space law it is
essential to strive for a set of common rules of behaviour, including the views

and needs of all stakeholders.

T.L. MASSON-ZWAAN

This is a volume in the series of the Meijers Research Institute and Graduate
School of the Leiden Law School of Leiden University. This study is part of the Law

School’s research programme ‘Exploring the Frontiers of International Law’.
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