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Curriculum vitae
Alice Harriet Costain was born on the 2" of March 1994 on the Isle of Man (British Isle). She

completed her primary and secondary education on the island, before moving to the UK, where she
undertook a Bachelor of Science (Bsc Hons) in Physiology at the University of Manchester (2015).
Whilst studying for her Bsc, Alice developed a strong enthusiasm towards the immune system and
parasitic worms, with a particular admiration towards Schistosoma blood flukes. Driven by her
fascination in immunology, Alice enrolled for an MSc in Integrated Immunology at the University of
Oxford (2016). Here, Alice completed an intestinally focused research project, was introduced to
the fascinating concept of Regulatory B cells (Bregs) and her excitement towards parasites grew
stronger. Combing her love for worms and mucosal immunology, Alice applied for an internship with
Prof Hermelijn Smits (2016; LUMC; Boehringer Ingelheim funded), where she began investigating
the link between schistosome infections, leaky guts and Breg generation. This 6 month internship
soon transpired into a collaborative PhD project between Leiden University and the University of
Manchester, under the supervision of Prof Hermelijn Smits and Prof Andrew MacDonald (starting
April 2017). During the writing of this thesis, Alice was offered a post-doctoral position with Prof
Andrew MacDonald, where she continues to explore the enigmatic process of schistosome egg

migration, and its impact on barrier integrity, host immunology and the local microbiota.
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