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CURRICULUM VITAE

Mariana Paes Lobo Lopes Dias was born on August 29th, 1994 in Faro, Portugal. She 
graduated high school in 2012 to start her bachelor’s degree in Cell and Molecular Biology at 
the NOVA University (Lisbon, Portugal). During her bachelor’s, she performed internships at 
the Molecular Genetics Unit of the National Health Institute Doutor Ricardo (Lisbon, Portugal), 
learning about different molecular techniques used in molecular diagnosis of various genetic 
hereditary diseases; and at the lab of Prof. José António Belo at the Chronic Diseases 
Research Center (CEDOC) (Lisbon, Portugal), where she had her first experience in a research 
lab.  After obtaining her degree in 2015, Mariana enrolled into the Molecular Medicine and 
Oncology master’s degree programme of the University of Porto (Porto, Portugal). During 
the first year of her master’s, she joined the lab of Prof. José Carlos Machado at the Instituto 
de Investigação e Inovação em Saúde (i3S) (Porto, Portugal) where she participated in a 
project aimed at studying the influence of somatic mutations on immune surveillance in 
colorectal cancer. She was then awarded an Erasmus+ fellowship which allowed her to join 
the lab of Dr. Jacqueline Jacobs at the Netherlands Cancer Institute (NKI) (Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands) to develop her master’s degree dissertation project on the role of BRCA1-A and 
BRCA1-B complexes in DNA repair pathway choice, replication stress and PARPi response. 
She successfully defended her dissertation and graduated from her master’s degree in 
2017. During her last internship, Mariana became very interested in the study of DNA repair 
pathways and in the biological mechanisms behind the anti-cancer activity of PARPi. That is 
why in 2017 she started her PhD at the lab of Prof. Jos Jonkers at the Netherlands Cancer 
Institute (NKI) (Amsterdam, the Netherlands) where she could follow her interest in the study of 
PARPi response by conducting several functional genetic screens to identify mechanisms of 
PARPi resistance and to find potential therapeutic targets that could be exploited to improve 
response to PARPi treatment. The results of her work are presented in this thesis. 
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