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Huizen. The same year, he started the bachelor Biomedical Sciences at Vrije Universiteit
Amsterdam. He graduated in 2014 with a research thesis describing the impact of a fungal-
microbial interaction on caries development, performed in the laboratory of Dr. Bastiaan
Krom, department of Preventive Dentistry, ACTA, Amsterdam. In 2014 he enrolled in the
Oncology reseach Master’s Programme, VUmc, Amsterdam, from which he graduated cum
laude in 2016. During this track, he performed his minor research internship in the lab of
Prof. Dr. Emile Voest, looking into mechanisms of fatty-acid mediated chemoresistance,
under supervision of Dr. Julia Houthuijzen. Research for his master Thesis was performed in
the laboratory of Prof. Dr. Mark Smyth in the QIMR Berghofer research institute, Brisbane,
Australia. Under supervision of Dr. Eva Putz, he studied the importance of heparanase for
the tumor invasion of NK cells. In preparation for his PhD research starting in 2016, he wrote
a research proposal in collaboration with (the lab of) Prof. Dr. Karin de Visser, Department of
Immunology and Tumor Biology, Netherlands Cancer Institute, Amsterdam, on the elusive
role of regulatory T cells in breast cancer. The proposal was awarded with the NWO-OOA
Diamond Grant, enabling him to fund and carry out his designed research proposal under
supervision of Prof. Dr. Karin de Visser. The major findings of this project are described in
this Thesis.
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