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Propositions

The study of diasporas in Middle Eastern societies contributes to diversifying these
societies' social and economic historiographies.

Combining oral and archival material gives the historian access to individual life
experiences and one can locate those individual stories in the long trajectory of a
community.

Collective memory can be used a source in historical research, taking into account its
socially constructed notion.

The feeling of belonging of a diasporic community is shaped by the opportunities
and obstacles diasporic subjects may encounter.

Egyptiot communities and their institutions could articulate their power, even in
periods of demographic decline after the 1960s.

Discussing Egyptiots historical experiences in the geographical locals of Alexandria,
Cairo and the Suez Canal region exposes the non-homogeneous nature of the
Egyptiot communities.

Egyptiots " agency is demonstrated in both the transnational connections they
established and their identifications and everyday experiences and engagements, as
well as their power struggles, within Egyptian society.

Perseverance, negotiation and adjustment all played a role in Egyptiots’decisions to
stay after 1962.

Writing a thesis during lockdown shows the truth of Plato’s aphorism: “Writing is

the geometry of the soul.”



