Universiteit

4 Leiden
The Netherlands

Scions of Turan: Illustrated epic manuscripts of the 16th-century Abu’l-

Khairid Uzbeks and their cross-dynastic exchanges
Comstock-Skipp, J.K.

Citation

Comstock-Skipp, J. K. (2022, October 18). Scions of Turan: Illustrated epic manuscripts of the
16th-century Abu’l-Khairid Uzbeks and their cross-dynastic exchanges. Retrieved from
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3483626

Version: Publisher's Version

Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3483626

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3483626

viii

Acknowledgements

This dissertation project began in fire (northern California, 2017), and ended in plague
(Covid-19 pandemic, 2021). Professors Ivo Smits, Gabrielle van den Berg, Dr. Elena Paskaleva, and
classmate Jake Benson have helped me add “Dr.” to my name.

I thank my family in California and Texas for being a patchy Wi-Fi call away and putting up
with my nomadism; my British family hosting me across the pond; “Big Jaimee” Uhlenbrock; Ellen
Watson and Ron Welch; Pepita and Stephen Hurd, whose support continues from beyond; the Qassemi-
Talebi family in Mashhad; Irna Hofman, truly my apa; dodar Ramazon and his family; ocha Halima in
Dushanbe; Zarrina Salimjonova in Khujand; those who treated me to many an os/# meal in the course
of fieldwork.

Librarians all over the world have been instrumental: Ursula Sims-Williams, Michael Erdman,
and Merve Cakir. Established sages sent me copies of their work: Semiha Altier, Lola Dodkhudoeva,
Joo-Yup Lee, R.D. McChesney, Charles and Firuza Melville, Ali Rezaei Pouya, Zukhra Rakhimova,
Francis Richard, August Samie, Florian Schwarz, Lale Ulug, and Thomas Welsford.

I cannot thank enough the Empress of Istanbul, Linda Robinson, and the Emperor, Jim Geary,
for providing me with my most favorite spot on earth to live. Also inhabiting it was Negar Kazemi and
her warm family, Enis Ding¢, Melis Taner, Jérémie Berlioux, Katie Hal, and Sasson Chahanovich. I
physically and mentally survived the outbreak of the pandemic in Tashkent thanks to: Aftandil Erkinov,
Sanjar Gulomov, Oysara Madalieva, Fayz Mahmud, Elyor Makhmudov, Hilola Nazirova, Komiljon
Rahimov, Gulchehra Shavkatovna, Gulandom Yuldasheva, and Mavluda Yusupova.

Some diist and dugona individuals deserve mention: Brittany DeAvilan, Brandon Buckner,
Asim Saeed, Negar Habibi, Kyara Klausmann, Sabrina Maras, Marintha Miles, Natasha Morris,
Naciem Nikkhah, Aeron O’Connor, Stephanie Pearson, Hannah Pool, and Jordan Quill have given me
years worth of wisdom and love.

Lastly: my beloved Mohsen Qassemi. If I ultimately cannot crawl into the ivory tower, I will
join my wandering dervish outside of it.



1X

List of Maps and Figures

Maps
Map 1: The Turco-Persianate sphere. 2
Map 2: Abiwi’l-Khairid conquests under Shibani Khan. 9
Map 3: The Tuqay-Timirid domain, ca. 1605. 178
Figures

Figure 1. Sam recognizes his son. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. LACMA M.73.5.409.

Figure 2. Bahram Gilr slaying a dragon. Firdausi, Sh@hnama, undated. DMA 1.2014.128.A-B.
Figure 3. Bahram Gilr slaying a dragon. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. KMM ms. 5986, £.691b.
Figure 4. Shah Shapiir consulting advisors. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. MAH no. 1971-107/431.
Figure 5. Bahram Gir slaying a dragon. Firdausi, Sh@hnama, undated. TSMK ms. R.1549, £.379b.
Figure 6. Gushtasp slaying a dragon. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. BL ms. Or. 13859, f.208.

Figure 7. Rustam rescues Bizhan from the pit. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. TSMK ms. R.1549,
f.185b.

Figure 8. Rustam seated with Kai Khusrau. Firdausi, Sh@dhnama, undated. TSMK ms. R.1549, £.229b.
Figure 9. Shirin visits Farhad at Bisiitiin. Nizami, Khamsa, 1501. TSMK ms. R.863, f.66v.

Figure 10. The poet Shadi presents a book to Shibant Khan. Shadi, Fathnama, undated. ARB ms. 5369,
f.19r.

Figure 11. Timir’s troops attack the city of Khiva (Urganj). Yazdi, Zafarnama, scribed in 1467,
llustrated ca. 1480-1506. JHUL ms. Garrett 3, ff.115r-116v.

Figure 12. Shibant lays siege to Samarqand. Shadi, Fathnama, undated. ARB ms. 5369, ff.213r-214v.
Figure 13. Shibant’s troops attack Tatkand. Shadi, Fathnama, undated. ARB ms. 5369, ff.206r-207v.

Figure 14. Timir surveys the remains of the defeated Qipchaq army in the town of Nerges in Georgia.
Yazdi, Zafarnama, scribed in 1467, illustrated ca. 1480-1506. JHUL ms. Garrett 3, £.282v.



Figure 15. Shibani Khan sits in front of a yurt with his lover. Shadi, Fathnama, undated. ARB ms.
5369, f.54r.

Figure 16. Timiur's accession scene in Balkh. Yazdi, Zafarnama, scribed in 1467, illustrated ca.
1480-1506. JHUL ms. Garrett 3, £.83r.

Figure 17. The invention of the game of chess in Iran. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. TSMK ms.
H.1509, £.305r.

Figure 18. Isfandiyar slaying a dragon. Firdausi, Sh@hnama, undated. TSMK ms. H.1509, f.213a.
Figure 19. Mah-i Dil receives a letter from Shibani. Shadi, Fathnama, undated. ARB ms. 5369, f.44r.
Figure 20. Bahram Chiibina in female attire. Firdausi, Sh@dhnama, undated. TSMK ms. H.1509, £.368b.

Figure 21. Bizhan brought before Afrasiyab. Firdausi, Shahnama, dated 1451, Yazd. TIEM ms. 1945,
f.187v.

Figure 22. Bahram Gir marries Arzi, the daughter of Mahiyar the jeweler. Firdausi, Shahnama, dated
1451, Yazd. TIEM ms. 1945, £.391v.

Figure 23. Sultan Mahmiid Bahadur brings Muhammad Mazid to Shibani Khan. Shadi, Fathnama,
undated. ARB ms. 5369, f.146r.

Figure 24. Battle between the armies of Iran and Turan. Firdaust, Shahnama, dated 1451, Yazd. TIEM
ms. 1945, £.232v.

Figure 25. Detail: The Chinese Khagan and his son Farhad enthroned. Nava'1, Kulliyat, dated 1521.
NLR ms. Dorn 559, £.79r.

Figure 26. Bahram Gdir talks to the artist Mani, who offers him Dilaram’s portrait. Nava'1, Kulliyat,
dated 1521, Tashkent. NLR ms. Dorn 559, f.184r.

Figure 27. Detail: Shaikh Suhrawardi invites the calligrapher Yaqiit to sit next to him. Nava'1, Kulliyat,
dated 1521. NLR ms. Dorn 559, £.49v.

Figure 28. Shapur II. Kohistant, Tarikh-i Abii’l-Khair Khani, dated 1543. ARB ms. 9989, {.76v.

Figure 29. Ghazan Khan beneath his tent in Urjan giving a feast for his nobles. Kuhistani, Tarikh-i
Abii’l-Khair Khant, dated 1543. ARB ms. 9989, f.173r.

Figure 30. Enthronement of Abu al-Khair. Kithistani, 7arikh-i Abii’l-Khair Khant, dated 1543. ARB
ms. 9989, £.213v.



X1

Figure 31. Abi al-Khair after destroying the troops of Samarqand. Kahistani, Tarikh-i Abii’l-Khair
Khant, dated 1543. ARB ms. 9989, £.224v.

Figure 32. Chinggis Khan assigns lands to his sons. Tavarikh-i guzida-yi nusratnama, ca. 1540-62. BL
ms. Or. 3222, £.43b.

Figure 33. Ugtay Khan and his retinue. Tavarikh-i guzida-yi nusratnama, ca. 1540-62. BL ms. Or.
3222, £.50v.

Figure 34. Tribute paid to a Chinggisid prince in 638 AH (1241). Rashid al-Din, Jami‘ al-tawarikh, ca.
1430. BNF ms. Sup Pers 1113, f.137r.

Figure 35. Abi al-Khair and his followers. Tavarikh-i guzida-yi nusratnama, ca. 1540-62. BL ms. Or.
3222, f.118v.

Figure 36. Shibant's assault on Samarqand. Tavarikh-i guzida-yi nusratnama, ca. 1540-62. BL ms. Or.
3222, £.130v.

Figure 37. The death of Chinggis Khan. Rashid al-Din, Jami® al-tawarikh, ca. 1430. BNF ms. Sup Pers
1113, f.14r.

Figure 38. Entertainment in a garden. Anthology, ca. 1545-50. TSMK ms. R.1964, f.107a.

Figure 39. Timur enthroned. Hatif1, Timir-nama, dated 1541. TSMK ms. H.1594, f.34v.

Figure 40. Enthronement scene. Jami, Baharistan, dated 1548. MCG ms. LA 169, ff.12v-13r.
Figure 41. Enthronement scene. Jami, Baharistan, dated 1551. MIA ms. 52.13.

Figure 42. Battle scene. Hatif1, Timiir-nama, dated 1541. TSMK ms. H.1594, {.63r.

Figure 43. Hunting scene. “Attar, Mantiq al-tair, ca. 1530. BL ms. Add. 7735, f.84r.

Figure 44. Folio with the poetry of Khwajt Kirmani, undated. In Basil Gray, Oriental Islamic Art:
Collection of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation (Museu Nacional de Arte Antiga: Lisbon, 1963),

illus. 131.

Figure 45. Folio painted by Mahmtid Muzahhib. Jami, Tuhbfat al-ahrar, ca. 1551-56. NMAA ms.
S.1986.46, f.2.

Figure 46. Battle scene. Hatift, Timir-nama, dated 1551. HAM 1957.140, £.137.

Figure 47. Enthronement scene: Timir holding court in a garden. Hatifi, Timir-nama, dated 1551.
HAM 1957.140, £.34.



xii
Figure 48. Badi® al-Zaman conversing with Sultan Selim 1. Shukr1 Bitlist, Selim-ndama, ca. 1525-30.
TSMK ms. H.1597-98, £.140r.

Figure 49. Reception of the Iranian ambassador in Amasya. ‘Arifi, Siileyman-ndma, dated 1558. TSMK
ms. H.1517, £.600a.

Figure 50. Shibant Khan celebrating his victory over Andijan in a garden setting. Muhammad Salih,
Shibani-nama, dated 1510, illustrated ca. 1535-43. ONB cod. mixt. 188, f.166b.

Figure 51. Shibani Khan defeats Babur at Sarpul. Muhammad Salih, Shibani-nama, dated 1510,
illustrated ca. 1535-43. ONB cod. mixt. 188, f.47b.

Figure 52. Death of the rebel leader Kalender. ‘Arifi, Siileyman-ndma, dated 1558. TSMK ms. H.1517,
f.248a.

Figure 53. Siileyman inspecting prisoners after the Ottoman siege of Vienna. ‘Arifi, Siileyman-ndma,
dated 1558. TSMK ms. H.1517, f.297a.

Figure 54. Muhammad Salih presenting his manuscript to Shibani Khan in the garden of his summer
residence near Samarqand. Muhammad Salih, Shibani-nama, dated 1510, illustrated ca. 1535-43. ONB
cod. mixt. 188, £.188b.

Figure 55. Outdoor entertainments. Nizami, Khamsa, ca. 1530-45. TSMK ms. H.764, f.53a.

Figure 56. Bahram Giir in the black pavilion. Nizami, Khamsa, ca. 1530-45. TSMK ms. H.764, f.189a.

Figure 57. The defeat of the town of Karakul. Muhammad Salih, Shibani-nama, dated 1510, illustrated
ca. 1535-43. ONB cod. mixt. 188, £.38b.

Figure 58. Illuminated frontispiece. Firdaust, Shahnama, dated 1556. ARB ms. 1811, ff.8r-9v.

Figure 59. Illuminated frontispiece. Firdaust, Shahnama, dated 1564. TSMK ms. H.1488, ff.1b-2a.
Figure 60. Binding impressed with panel stamp. Firdausi, Shahnama, dated 1564. TSMK ms. H.1488.
Figure 61. Rustam defeats the white div. Firdausi, Shahnama, dated 1564. TSMK ms. H.1488, f.94a.
Figure 62. Rustam defeats the white div. Illustration on silk, undated. Present location unknown.
Reproduced in B.W. Robinson, et al., Islamic Painting and the Arts of the Book: The Keir Collection

(London: Faber and Faber, 1976), entry I11.227.

Figure 63. Young Rustam lassoing the colt Rakhsh. Firdaust, Shahnama, dated 1564. TSMK ms.
H.1488, f.66r.

Figure 64. Dara and the herdsmen. Sa‘di, Bistan, dated 1488. DAKM ms. Adab Farisi 22, f.10a.



Xiii

Figure 65. Mantchihr in battle. Firdaust, Shahnama, dated 1564. TSMK ms. H.1488, f.41r.

Figure 66. Battle scene from dispersed manuscript. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. DMA K.1.2014.750.
Figure 67. Detached folio. Yazdi, Zafarnama, undated. HAM no. 1965.477.

Figure 68. Timiir’s troops lay siege to a fortress in Khurasan. Hatifl, 7imiir-nama, dated 1568. ARB
ms. 2102, f.45v.

Figure 69. Attack on Kai Khusrau’s castle. Firdausi, Shahnama, dated 1564. TSMK ms. H.1488, £.297r.
Figure 70. Rustam kills Suhrab. Firdaust, Shahnama, dated 1564. TSMK ms. H.1488, f.116v.

Figure 71. Timir surveying his troops beneath an umbrella. Hatift, 7imiir-nama, dated 1568. ARB ms.
2102, f.69v.

Figure 72. Illustrated frontispiece. Hatif1, Timiir-nama, dated 1568. ARB ms. 2102, {f.105r-106v.

Figure 73. Reconstituted illustrated frontispiece. Hatifl, Timiir-nama, undated. BL ms. Add. 22703,
ff.1r and 87v.

Figure 74. Battle scene 1. Hatif1, Timir-nama, undated. RAS ms. Persian 305A, £.70r.
Figure 75. Battle scene 2. Hatif1, Timir-nama, undated. RAS ms. Persian 305A, £.76v.
Figure 76. Loose folio inscribed amir Timir sahib giran, undated. GMAA no. B.11.5r.

Figure 77. Garshasp smiting a div. Firdausi, Shahnama, dated 1535, illustrated ca. 1580s. TSMK ms.
H.1514, f.46v.

Figure 78. Illustrated frontispiece. Firdausi, Shahnama, dated 1535, illustrated ca. 1580s. TSMK ms.
H.1514, ff.1r-2v.

Figure 79. lllustrated frontispiece. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. TSMK ms. R.1544, {f.1r-2v.

Figure 80. Bahram, son of Gudarz, defeated by the Turanian army. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated.
TSMK ms. H.1503, f.181a.

Figure 81. Zal and Rustam visit Kai Khusrau. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. TSMK ms. H.1503, f.162r.
Figure 82. Ruler (Qul Baba?) at a feast. Sa“d1, Gulistan, undated. Bruschettini collection.

Figure 83. Gathering of dervishes. Hafiz, Divan, dated 1581-86. TSMK ms. H.986, f.21b.



X1v
Figure 84. Loose folio. Jam1, Haft aurang, undated. LACMA no. M.73.5.577.
Figure 85. Gathering in a pavilion. Hafiz, Divan, dated 1593. BLO ms. Elliott 163, £.55b.

Figure 86. Illustrated colophon. Jami, Silsilat al-zahab, dated 1592. AHT no. 83.

Figure 87. Rudaba and Zal seated in a pavilion. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. CBL ms. Pers. 295,
f.76v.

Figure 88. Siege scene. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. CBL ms. Pers. 295, £.232v.

Figure 89. Illuminated frontispiece. Serif Amidi, Turkic Shahndma translation, undated. CWH ms.
1032, ff.1r-2v.

Figure 90. The court of Kaytimars. Serif Amidi, Turkic Shahnama translation, undated. CWH ms.
1032, f.7r.

Figure 91. The accession of Iskandar. Serif Amidi, Turkic Shahnama translation, undated. TSMK
H.1522, £.369v.

Figure 92. Faraidiin attacks Zahhak. Turkic Sh@hnama translation in prose, undated. HAM no.
1985.230.

Figure 93. Zahhak’s vizier announces Faraidiin’s arrival. Serif Amidi, Turkic Shahnama translation,
undated. CWH ms. 1032, f.14r.

Figure 94. Faraidiin enthroned. Serif Amidi, Turkic Shahnama translation, undated. CWH ms. 1032,
f21v.

Figure 95. Outdoor entertainment scene. Jami, Divan, dated 1576. BL ms. IOL P&A 48, f.71a.
Figure 96. The death of Iraj. Serif Amidi, Turkic Shahnama translation, undated. CWH ms. 1032, f.29r.

Figure 97. Pious man attacked by a drunkard. Sa‘di, Muntakhab-i Biistan, dated 1527. AHT no. 66,
fllv.

Figure 98. Tiir’s attempt to ambush Maniichihr. Serif Amidi, Turkic Sh@hndma translation, undated.
CWH ms. 1032, f.35r.

Figure 99. Sultan Mahmid captures the Qaisar of Rum and brings him to Timar. Hatifi, Timir-nama,
dated 1581. Private collection, f.155v.

Figure 100. Ttmiir’s forces storm the walls of Damascus. Hatif1, Timir-nama, dated 1581. Private
collection, f.138v.



XV

Figure 101. Maniichihr slays Salm. Serif Amidi, Turkic Sh@hnama translation, undated. CWH ms.
1032, £.38r.

Figure 102. Battle scene from Iskandarnama section. Nizami, Khamsa, dated 1579—80. NLR ms. PNS
272, £.234b.

Figure 103. Rustam lifts Afrasiyab. Firdaust, Shahnama, dated 1535. TSMK ms. H.1514, f.172r.

Figure 104. Zal climbs Riidaba’s hair. Serif Amidi, Turkic Shahnama translation, undated. CWH ms.
1032, £.49r.

Figure 105. Zal climbs Ridaba’s hair. Serif Amidi, Turkic Shahnama translation, undated. BL ms. Or.
7204, £.55b.

Figure 106. Zal climbs Riidaba’s hair. Serif Amidi, Turkic Shahnama translation, undated. TSMK ms.
H.1520, f.48a.

Figure 107. Abdiirrahman Gazi climbs the fortress of Aydos. Arifi, Shahnama-yi al-i ‘Usman, vol. IV
(Osmanname), dated 1558. Private collection, f.70b.

Figure 108. Zal climbs Riidaba’s hair. Firdausi, Shahnama, 1604. AIIT ms. 2.01 BD, f.37v.
Figure 109. Outdoor gathering. Sa‘di, Muntakhab-i Bistan, dated 1527. AHT no. 66, f.2v.
Figure 110. Frontispiece. Firdausi, Shahnama, 1604. AIIT ms. 2.01 BD, ff.1r-2v.

Figure 111. Bizhan comes to Manizha’s tent. Firdausi, Shahnama, dated 1556. Painting attributed to
Muhammad Murad Samarqandi. ARB ms. 1811, f.191v.

Figure 112. Tahmina approaches Rustam’s bed chamber. Firdausi, Sh@hnama, dated 1556. Paintings
attributed to Muhammad Murad Samarqandi. ARB ms. 1811, f.84v.

Figure 113. Faraidiin defeats Zahhak. Firdausi, Shahnama, dated 1556. Paintings attributed to
Muhammad Murad Samarqandi. ARB ms. 1811, f.21r.

Figure 114. Rustam rescues Bizhan from the pit. Firdausi, Shahnama, dated 1556. Paintings attributed
to Muhammad Murad Samarqgandi. ARB ms. 1811, £.204v.

Figure 115. Luhrasp enthroned. Firdaust, Shahnama, 1600. BL ms. 10 Islamic 301, ff.185b-186a.

Figure 116. Shirin weeps at the grave of Khusrau. Firdaust, Shahnama, undated. BL ms. Or. 14403,
£.534v.

Figure 117. Rustam rescues Bizhan from the pit. Firdausi, Shahnama, 1564. TSMK ms. H.1488, £.247r.



xvi

Figure 118. Rustam rescues Bizhan from the pit. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. BL ms. Or. 14403,
f.153v.

Figure 119. Siyamak attacked by the div Khazarvan. Firdausi, Shahnama, 1604. AIIT ms. 2.01 BD,
f.10r.

Figure 120. Siyamak attacked by the div Khazarvan. Firdausi, Shahnama, dated 1564. TSMK ms.
H.1488, f.18b.

Figure 121. Shapir enthroned. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. BL ms. Or. 14403, £.367v.
Figure 122. Frontispiece. Firdausi, Shahnama, 1602. NLR ms. PNS 90, ff.1r-2v.
Figure 123. Jamshid carried by divs. Firdaust, Shahnama, 1604. AIIT ms. 2.01 BD, f.12r.

Figure 124. Mosaic spandrels to the Shirdar madrasa on Rigistan square, Samarqand. Built between
1619-36.

Figure 125. Luhrasp enthroned. Manuscript belonging to General Cherniaev. Firdaust, Shahnama,
undated. ARB ms. 872, f.219r.

Figure 126. Luhrasp enthroned. Firdaust, Shahnama, 1600. PUL ms. O-16/7249.

Figure 127. Garshasp seeks to wed the daughter of the Qaisar in Rum. Firdausi, Shahnama, 1602. NLR
ms. PNS 90, f.61r.

Figure 128. Zahhak enthroned with the daughters of Jamshid. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated illustration.
LACMA M.83.27.2.

Figure 129. Ruler seated in a pavilion surrounded by courtiers and attendants, one of whom is leading
in a Christian priest. Firdaust, Shahnama, undated illustration. FMC PD.144-1948.

Figure 130. The execution of Afrasiyab in front of Garsivaz. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated illustration.
BM 1948,1009,0.55.

Figure 131. The trial of Siyavush. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. BL ms. Or. 14403, £.267v.
Figure 132. Faraidiin assaults Zahhak. Firdausi, Shahnama, 1610. LACMA M.78.9.5.
Figure 133. Firdaust, Shahnama, BKBM ms., shelfmark unknown.

Figure 134. Painting attributed to Bijapur in the Deccan, ca. 1600-10. V&A IM.14&A-1913.



XVil
Figure 135. The death of Sultan Bahadur of Gujarat. Abu’l-Fazl, Akbar-nama, 1602. BL Or. 12988,
f.66a.
Figure 136. Portrait of Prince Saltm, dated 1600. RIOS Album E-14, f.3a.

Figure 137. Faraidiin assaults Zahhak. Firdausi, Shahnama, 1601. PFL ms. 59G.

Figure 138. Amir Khusrau Dihlavi and Hasan Najm al-Din before ‘Ala al-Din Firtiz Shah. Baiqara,
Majalis al- ‘ushshagq, dated 1606. ARB ms. 3476, £.72b.

Figure 139. Timiir wins a victory over Amir Sayyid ‘Ali Hamadani in an argument. Baiqara, Majalis
al- ‘ushshagq, dated 1606. ARB ms. 3476, f.75a.

Figure 140. Rustam kneels over his victim. Firdausi, Shahnama, undated. PUL ms. O-15/7248.
Figure 141. Rustam rescues Bizhan from the pit. Firdaust, Shahnama, undated. PUL ms. O-15/7248.

Figure 142. Reconstituted illustrated frontispiece Left: “Seated Princess,” NMAA S1986.304. Right:
“Man Reading,” LM OA 7109.

Figure 143. Man in chakdar jama. Signed by Muhammad Murad Samarqgandi, undated. Reverse
contains lines written by Mir ‘Al Haravi. ARB no. 30.

Figure 144. A Tuqay-Timurid khan receives a Mughal emissary in a chini-khana. CSMVS, shelfmark
unknown.

Figure 145. Sa‘d1 visits the temple of Somnath, painted by Muhammad Murad Samarqandi. Sa‘di,
Biistan, 1615. CBL ms. Pers. 297, £.159b.

Figure 146. Timur’s campaign in India. Hatift, Timir-nama, undated. BL ms. Add. 22703, f.65v.
Figure 147. Battle scene. Hatifl, Timir-nama, undated. BL ms. Add. 22703, f.21r.

Figure 148. Soldiers committing atrocities on a city’s inhabitants. Hatif1, 7imir-nama, undated. BL ms.
Add. 22703, f.2r.

Figure 149. Timir’s troops lowered in baskets to attack the inhabitants of Nerges in Georgia. Hatifi,
Timir-nama, undated. BL ms. Add. 22703, f.55v.

Figure 150. Maniichihr defeats Tir. Firdaust, Shahnama, dated 1556. Painting attributed to Muhammad
Murad Samarqgandi. ARB ms. 1811, f.31v.

Figure 151. Fallen warrior in the battle between Kai Khusrau and Afrasiyab. Firdausi, Shahnama,
undated. BL ms. Or. 14403, £f.319r.



XVviii
Figure 152. Aulad leads Rustam to the White Div’s cave. Firdausi, Shahnama, 1604. AIIT ms. 2.01 BD,
f.62v.
Figure 153. Timiir before the captive Tuqtamish Khan. Yazdi, Zafarnama, 1628. ARB ms. 4472, £.219r.

Figure 154. Timir celebrates his victory over Tuqtamish Khan. Yazdi, Zafarnama, 1628. ARB ms.
4472, £.288a.

Figure 155. Timur lies with Dilshad. Yazdi, Zafarnama, 1628. ARB ms. 4472, £.152b.
Figure 156. Timiir’s attack on the Sistanis. Yazdi, Zafarnama, 1628. ARB ms. 4472, £.170a.

Figure 157. Barman’s victory over Qubad. Firdaust, Shahnama, 1601. PFL ms. 59G, f.51v.



X1X

Foreword

Travels throughout Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Iran solidified my interest in the Shahnama and
illustrated manuscripts, but also the circumstances when Central Asia became politically separated
from Iran, thus during the Abii’l-Khairid branch of the Shibanid dynasty in the sixteenth century. They
have been largely overlooked in examinations of the “Gunpowder Empires” to date, perpetuating the
misconception that only the Ottomans, Safavids, and Mughals inherited from and contributed to Turco-
Persianate cultural forms.! My study remedies this and treats the Abt’l-Khairid arts and administration
in depth, as allies and rivals to these regional polities at different times, acting both independently from
and interdependently with them.

In this dissertation, particular manuscripts weave in and out of the narrative and surface in
disparate chapters. I make reference to dispersed loose folios which have been found in auctions and
libraries, and separate illustrations that have been gathered and pasted in original sixteenth- and
seventeenth-century albums. Unpacking the scribal and visual programs of intact codices proves to be a
messy affair that can span different times and places, spilling into different sections and topics.
Chapters proceed chronologically based on the date of Abti’l-Khairid intervention(s) in a manuscript.
Thus, the reader will encounter the same manuscript in another chapter treating another time period in
which a different component of the manuscript’s manufacture is discussed. Tales written out earlier can
have illustrations added later, and paintings can continue to be reworked and repainted long after the

first layer of pigments has dried.

My transliterations of Persian names and literary titles mostly follow the International Journal
of Middle East Studies’ rules and spellings, with the exception of individuals and texts from the
Ottoman realm written out in a hybrid form accounting for some Modern Turkish spelling with Persian
pronunciation (Mustafa ‘Ali, Serif Amidi). “Samarqandi” is used as a nisba for individuals, but
“Samarqandi” distinguishes the geographic location of production. I do not differentiate Ottoman
Turkish from Chaghatai and use the adjective “Turkic” to refer to the language of “Turki.” Chronicles

of the lives of individuals with proper names in the titles are written separating out the name

I Marshall Hodgson’s influential coinage from 1974 has become an entrenched but recently invigorated concept. In comparison, the
sixteenth-century Ottoman bureaucrat Mustafa ‘Ali had a more nuanced outlook despite his limited vantage. To him, the four polities of
the Islamicate world encompassed Ottomans, Safavids, Uzbeks, and Mughals. Mentioned by Naindeep Singh Chann, “Lord of the
Auspicious Conjunction: Origins of the Sahib-Qiran,” Iran and the Caucasus 13 (1999): 99.
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component when present (7Timir-nama, Siileyman-nama), but works lacking eponyms (Shahnama,

Fathnama) do not. Titulature (shah, great khan) remain untransliterated when used colloquially, but

take vowel markers when are part of a proper name (Sultan Mirak, Shah Budaq). Geographic names

and famous figures are unvowelled and follow common spelling practices, as are better-known

dynastic names (Timurid, Safavid). Lesser known, the “Abii’l-Khairid” and “Ttqay-Timirid” dynasties

are distinguished by punctilious diacritics. I convert Hijri calendar dates to CE equivalents and state the

lower-end of the date range. For example, 1535 refers to 942 AH. Where an original month is

expressed (Zu al-ga‘da 1012), the Gregorian equivalent reflects more accuracy (April 1604).

app.:

ca.:
ch.:

ff.:

fig.:
figs.:

fl.:

ftn.:
ms.:
mss.:

no.:

nos.:

pl.:

w <

Abbreviations

appendix

born; also bin (Arabic, son of)
circa

chapter

died

folio

folios

figure

figures

flourished

footnote

manuscript
manuscripts

number

numbers

plate

plates

recto; also regnal date
Verso

section
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Public repositories?

AHT: Art & History Trust, Houston.

AlIT: Ancient India and Iran Trust, Cambridge UK.

AKM: Aga Khan Museum, Toronto.

AMA: Afghanistan National Archives, Kabul.

ARB: Abu Rayhan Biruni Institute of Oriental Studies of the Academy of Sciences of
the Republic of Uzbekistan, Tashkent.

ASB: Asiatic Society of Bengal, Kolkata.

BKBM: Bharat Kala Bhavan Museum, Varanasi.

BL: British Library, London.

BLO: Bodleian Library, Oxford University, Oxford.

BM: British Museum, London.

BNF: Bibliothéque Nationale de France.

BOA: Ottoman Imperial Archives, Istanbul.

CALIL Chicago Art Institute.

CBL: Chester Beatty Library, Dublin.

CMA: Cleveland Museum of Art.

CSMVS: Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya, Mumbai.

CWH: Center of Written Heritage at the National Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan,
Dushanbe.

DAL Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah, Kuwait.

DAKM: National Library of Egypt, Cairo.

DC: David Collection, Copenhagen.

DMA: Dallas Museum of Art.

FMC: Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, UK.

GMAA: Grassi Museum of Applied Arts, Leipzig.

HAM: Harvard Art Museums, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA.

HAS: Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest.

HDA: Croatian State Archives, Zagreb.

IM: Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

IOM: Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, Saint Petersburg.

IUL: Istanbul University Library, Istanbul.

JHUL.: Johns Hopkins University Library, Baltimore.

JRL: John Rylands Library, University of Manchester, Manchester.

KBOPL: Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library, Patna.

KCL: King’s College Library, Cambridge University, Cambridge, UK.

KMM: Malek Museum and Library, Tehran.

KMSM: Library of the National Consultative Assembly (Majlis Library), Tehran.

LACMA: Los Angeles County Museum of Art.

LG: Library of Geneva.

2 Private collections not yet fully available to the public, such as Cartier, Colnaghi, Kevorkian, Khalili, Kelekian, and Marteau, will be
written out in full.



LM:
MAH:
MBF:
MCG:
ME:
MFA:
MFAL.:
MIA:
MIK:
MKG:
MLM:
MMA:
NLE:
NLR:
NMAA:
NMI:

NMVW:

NOL:
NYPL:
ONB:
PFL:
PUL:
RIOS:

SAM:
SB:
SDMA:
SIM:
SL:

SPBGU:

TIEM:

TMoCA:

TSMK:
UML.:
UUL:
V&A:
VMM:
WAM:

WCMA:

WCRL:

Louvre Museum, Paris.

Museum of Art and History, Geneva.

Martin Bodmer Foundation, Geneva.

Calouste Gulbenkian Museum, Lisbon.

Museum of Ethnography, Ankara.

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

Museum of Fine Arts, Lyon.

Minneapolis Institute of Art.

Museum of Islamic Art, Berlin.

Golestan Palace Museum, Tehran.

Morgan Library and Museum, New York.
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

National Library of Egypt, Cairo.

National Library of Russia, Saint Petersburg.
National Museum of Asian Art, Washington, D.C.
National Museum of India, New Delhi.

Nationaal Museum van Wereldculturen, Netherlands.
Nuruosmaniye Library, Istanbul.

New York Public Library, New York.

Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek, Vienna.
Princeton Firestone Library, Princeton University, Princeton.
Punjab University Library, Lahore.

Russian Academy of Sciences, Institute of Oriental Studies, Saint Petersburg.
Rampur Raza Library, Rampur.

Seattle Art Museum.

Staatsbibliothek, Berlin.

San Diego Museum of Art.

Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad.

Stileymaniye Library, Istanbul.

Saint Petersburg University Library named after Gorkii, Oriental Department.

Museum of Turkish and Islamic Arts, Istanbul.
Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art.

Topkap1 Palace Museum Library, Istanbul.
University of Michigan Library, Ann Arbor.
Uppsala University Library.

Victoria and Albert Museum, London.

Victoria Memorial Museum, Kolkata.

The Walters Art Museum, Baltimore.

Williams College Museum of Art, Williamstown.
Windsor Castle Royal Library.

xxil



