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CURRICULUM VITAE

Tamas Pongracz was born on 30 September 1991 in Pécs, Hungary. He obtained both his
Bachelor’s degree in Medical analytics (2015) and Master’s degree in Medical Biotechnology
(2017) at the University of Pécs, Hungary, where he received the Republican Grant and the
National Excellence Grant issued by the Ministry of Human Capacities for students with
outstanding performance. During his studies, his work focused on the analysis of clinically
relevant glycosylated proteins, such as transferrin and prostate specific antigen, using capillary
electrophoresis hyphenated to mass spectrometry. He learnt these techniques in the laboratories
of Prof. Dr. Ferenc Kilar (University of Pécs) and Prof. Dr. Manfred Wuhrer (Leiden University
Medical Center, Leiden, The Netherlands). Tamas’ journey in Leiden started as a 3-month
Erasmus traineeship in 2017. During this period, his work set the cornerstone for intact prostate
specific antigen separation by capillary electrophoresis and detection by mass spectrometry in
the Wuhrer lab under the supervision of Dr. Guinevere Lageveen-Kammeijer, which laid the

foundation for his Master’s thesis.

In 2018, Tamas moved to the Netherlands as a PhD candidate and Marie Curie Fellow at Leiden
University Medical Center in the department of Center for Proteomics and Metabolomics under
the supervision of Prof. Dr. Manfred Wuhrer and Dr. Noortje de Haan. As part of his PhD, he
was involved in a multidisciplinary and intersectoral research training program IMforFUTURE
within the frames of Horizon 2020 Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions. His projects focused on
high-throughput clinical glycomics in various disease settings, such as autoimmune hepatitis,
transplantation and COVID-19, as well as mechanistic studies in the field of linkage-specific
sialic acid derivatization. He presented his research results at 6 international conferences and
published five first author and two co-author publications. Tamas is co-inventor on two patent
applications involving glycan biomarkers for autoimmune hepatitis and acute antibody-
mediated kidney transplant rejection. His social engagement was marked by organizing an
Aging Workshop and by volunteering as Network Lead for the Mass Spectrometry & Advances
in the Clinical Lab.

Before his PhD defense, Tamas spent 6 weeks as external researcher in the Abdel-Mohsen
laboratory at Wistar Institute (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA), where he studied effector
functions elicited by spike-protein specific antibodies isolated from patients. The obtained

results on effector functions are envisioned to be linked to existing data on antibody
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glycosylation, hence providing insights on structure-function relationships of antibodies and

their potential role in COVID-19 disease course.

After his PhD defense, Tamas is going to continue to work as a postdoctoral researcher in his
current research group to finish ongoing projects, including the supervision of the development
of a data analysis software and the processing of and publication on the results of various
clinical glycomics cohort studies. In the future, he plans to apply for a postdoctoral grant and

continue his academic career in Hungary.
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PHD PORTFOLIO

MANDATORY COURSES

Basic Methods and Reasoning in Biostatistics (2019)

BROK course on regulations for conducting clinical research in the Netherlands (2019)

ELECTIVE, TRAINING AND SOFT SKILL COURSES

Commerce and entrepreneurship (IMforFUTURE meeting, Zagreb, Croatia) (2018)
Scientific integrity, data and analysis stewardship (IMforFUTURE ITN meeting, Zagreb,
Croatia) (2018)

High-throughput data processing of MALDI-TOF-MS data (GlyCoCan ETN workshop,
Leiden, The Netherlands) (2018)

Communication in Science workshop (LUMC) (2018)

Negotiating for PhDs (Leiden University) (2018)

Improve your memory (Leiden University) (2018)

Using R for data analysis (LUMC) (2019)

Effective Researcher Training (communication, planning and time management, problem
solving, leadership, assertiveness) (IMforFUTURE ITN Training Meeting, Leeds, United
Kingdom) (2019)

Scientific writing and presentations (IMforFUTURE ITN Training Meeting, Leeds, United
Kingdom) (2019)

Public engagement, dissemination to the general public (IMforFUTURE ITN Workshop,
Leeds, United Kingdom) (2019)

Elsevier Workshop on “How to Write a Great Research Paper, and get it Accepted by a
Good Journal” (LUMC) (2019)

Academic — industrial collaborations (IMforFUTURE ITN Interim Meeting, Edinburgh,
United Kingdom & IMforFUTURE ITN Annual Network meeting, Leiden, The
Netherlands) (2019 & 2020)

GDRP and European law (IMforFUTURE ITN Annual Network meeting, Leiden, The
Netherlands) (2020)

Technology transfer, valorisation, spin-off and intellectual property rights IMforFUTURE
ITN Annual Network meeting, Leiden, The Netherlands) (2020)
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- Introduction to Glycoinformatics (online, Swiss Institute for Bioinformatics) (2021)
COURSES HELD

- Frontiers in Science course for Biomedical Researcher MSc students (LUMC) 2019
- Frontiers in Science course for Biomedical Researcher MSc students (LUMC) 2020
- Frontiers in Science course for Biomedical Researcher MSc students (LUMC) 2021

(training material contribution)
SUPERVISION

- Linh Nguyen (MSc student)

- Sterre Siekman (Bioinformatician)
CONFERENCE ATTENDANCES AND PRESENTATIONS THEREOF

- Mass Spectrometry School in Biotechnology and Medicine (Dubrovnik, Croatia) — poster
presentation (2018)

- GlycoBioTec2019 (Berlin, Germany) — oral presentation (2019)

- 2™ Human Glycome Meeting, Split, Croatia (2019)

- Spinoza Symposium Glyco Science and its Medical Implications (Amsterdam, The
Netherlands) (2019)

- NVMS Fall meeting — New Talents in Mass Spectrometry (Leiden, The Netherlands) (2019)

- IMforFUTURE ITN Aging Workshop (online) — poster presentation

- Mass Spectrometry & Advances in the Clinical Lab (MSACL) 2021 EU (online) — oral
presentation (2021)

- American Society for Mass Spectrometry (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA) — accepted
oral presentation could not be held due to COVID-related travel restrictions (2021)

- METT25 - 25" Anniversary Conference of the Hungarian Society for Separation Sciences
(Egerszaldk, Hungary) — oral presentation (2021)

- Translational Glycoscience Symposium (online) — poster presentation (2021)

- MSACL 2022 US (Monterey, California USA) — oral presentation (2022)

- 24" IMSC (Maastricht, The Netherlands) — poster presentation (2022)
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SECONDMENTS

- GlyXera GmbH & Max Planck Institute for Dynamics of Complex Technical Systems,
(Magdeburg, Germany) — Erdmann Rapp’s lab (2019)

- Wistar Institute, within the frames of the Wistar-Schoemaker International Postdoctoral
Fellowship program (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA) — Mohamed Abdel-Mohsen’s lab
(2022)

PATENT APPLICATIONS

- Autoimmune hepatitis biomarkers (2021)
- Potential Diagnostic Utility of FcyRIIla binding and Fc Glycan features of Donor Specific
Antibodies in predicting the outcome of Organ Transplantation (2022)

GRANTS
- MSACL Young Investigator Grantee (2022)
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

- Early Stage Researcher Forum co-chair — 1* year (IMforFUTURE) (2018)

- Lab outing organizing committee member (2018)

- Public engagement activity co-organizer in Split, Croatia (2019)

- Aging Workshop organizing committee member (2021)

- Co-writer of a cartoon on “Uncover the secret of healthy aging” available on vimeo.com

- Mass Spectrometry & Advances in the Clinical Lab Early Career Network Lead (2020- < .
2021)

INTERVIEWS

- LUMC and Leiden University: “BEAT-COVID group discovers sugar coated antibodies
help predict disease severity”
- Wistar Institute: “Wistar Science Synergy Through Fostering International

Collaborations”
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During a PhD, one becomes a scientist, and at a certain point realizes that science is much like
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