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Summaries

The Dutch Labour Party and the proposals for cutting sick-
leave paymentsin 1982

An empirical analysis of the proposals’ impact on Labour’s
popularity

by Hans Anker and Erik Oppenhuis

On 21 March 1982, second order (Provincial) elections were held in the Nether-
lands. The elections produced the smallest postwar electoral fortune for the La-
bour party. Political observers explained this dramatic result by referring to the
Socialist minister Den Uyl’s proposals for cutting sick-leave payments. These
proposals had been made a few months prior to the election and had led to heavy
socictal unrest. Itis assumed that these proposals had had a strong negative impact
on Labour’s popularity. In this article, this explanation has been subjected to an
empirical test. It is concluded that Labour’s bad electoral performance cannot be
attributed to the proposals.

Class position and authoritarianism: a renewed test of a
classical hypothesis

by P. Scheepers, R. Eisinga and L. B. van Snippenburg

This article contributes to a discussion in Acta Politica about working-class autho-
ritarianism. Empirical analyses, in which the occupational-class categorization of
Erikson, Goldthorpe and Portocarero (1979, 1983) proves to be a satisfactory ope-
rationalization of social class, demonstrate that it is not the working class but the
self-employed with employees and farmers who are the most authoritarian. Wor-
kers, on the other hand, are more anomic and politically distrustful than members
of other social classes.
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