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“Methodology almost never perfectly corresponds to the complex phenomena that give rise to
our data. Methodology within a field ought to advance in expanding the range of questions that
can be addressed, in relaxing the assumptions required, and in allowing investigators to assess

the sensitivity of conclusions to violations in the assumptions.”

VanderWeele TJ, Vansteelandt S. Respond to “Decomposing With a Lot of Supposing” and “Mediation”,
American Journal of Epidemiology. 2010;172(12):1355-1356.
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