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Wenijing Yi was born on November 11t 1988 in Zigui, a town in Hubei Province of China. After com-
pleting secondary education at the No.1 Middle School (Zigui) in 2007, she attended Huazhong Agri-
culture University to study aquaculture and got her Bachelor’s degree in 2011. During this period,
she studied artificial breeding and the reproduction of the mandarin fish Siniperca chuatsi and the
Chinese sturgeon Acipenser sinensis. She started her postgraduate study under the supervision of
Prof. Jianzhong Shen in the same university with a full scholarship, co-supervised by Prof. E Zhang in
the Institute of Hydrobiology, Chinese Academy of Science (CAS). During this period, she became in-
terested in the evolution and biodiversity from the investigation of fish resources in the Dongting
Lake system. To specialize herself in the field of taxonomy, she performed a taxonomic revision of
the genus Vanmanenia (hillstream loach) in South China and the genus Rhodeus (bitterling) through-
out mainland China. In 2014, she started her PhD at the Institute of Biology of Leiden University un-
der the supervision of Prof. Dr. M. K. Richardson and co-supervision of Dr. M. Riicklin (Naturalis). Her
PhD project, entitled “Evolutionary developmental biology of bitterling fish”, is described in this the-
sis.
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