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Charlotte van ’t Klooster was born on the 27th of June 1975 in Naarden, The 
Netherlands. In 1994, she finished her high school education in Naarden. After 
this she completed two Master’s programs; Biology (specialization tropical ecology/
ethnobotany, Free University of Amsterdam) in 2000, and Medical Anthropology 
and Sociology (University of Amsterdam) with honors (cum laude) in 2009. 

From 2001 to 2003 she worked as an independent researcher at the National 
Herbarium of the Netherlands (Utrecht Branch) on Surinamese plant names 
which resulted in the book ‘Index of Vernacular Plant Names of Suriname’. This 
self-written project was primarily funded by the late His Royal Highness Prince 
Bernhard of the Netherlands with whom she was in contact since her biology 
studies, and the Alberta Mennega Foundation. After this, she also completed a 
postdoctoral study in Education and Communication specifically on Biology (Free 
University of Amsterdam, comparable to the new Master’s program Biology track 
Education and Communication) in 2004, in the Netherlands. 

In 2004, she accepted a job as PR-communication advisor at the Department of 
Management and Public Relations, Faculty of Earth and Life Sciences of the Free 
University of Amsterdam. During this work she received the international certificate 
(IPMA-D) for Project, People and Finance Management and was a member of the 
University Council for the Faculty of Earth and Life Sciences. In 2008 she left her 
job, deeming it necessary to improve her knowledge and research skills in the field 
of anthropology. This background gave her the opportunity to combine knowledge 
and practices from different fields of study.

She has been conducting fieldwork since 1998 in the interior of Suriname among 
the Carib (Indigenous community) and the Saramaccans (Maroon community). 
For her Biology Master she conducted an awareness/education program for the 
BIOTOPIC foundation (funded by WWF) in collaboration with STINASU 
(Foundation for Nature Conservation in Suriname) and STIDUNAL (Foundation 
for Sustainable Nature Management of Alusiaka) in the Galibi Nature Reserve. For 
this, she received funding from the late His Royal Highness Prince Bernhard of the 
Netherlands and a number of other self-raised funds. For her Master in Medical 
Anthropology and Sociology, she conducted a research in the interior of Suriname 
among the Saramaccan Maroons about medicinal plants for local health care. She 
graduated end of November 2009, after which she moved to India where she lived 
with her husband for one year in their organic farm.  
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In February 2011, she accepted a four-year research position at the Amsterdam 
International School for Social Science Research (AISSR) at the University of 
Amsterdam where she participated in the EU funded Multi-disciplinary University 
Traditional Health Initiative (MUTHI project) to build sustainable research 
capacity on plants for better public health in Africa (Mali, South-Africa and 
Uganda). Within this role she was responsible for developing the work packages 
on Ethnobotany & Medical Anthropology, and IPR & Ethics, and training the 
participants. She was further responsible for presenting the results of the work 
package Ethnobotany & Medical Anthropology at the yearly consortium meetings 
and writing the milestone and delivery reports to the EU for both work packages. 
Within this project she collaborated with the Global Initiative for Traditional 
Systems of Health Foundation for the promotion of traditional medicine in Africa. 

In 2012 she was requested by the Radboud University Nijmegen Medical Centre 
for a project to organize a presentation by a traditional healer from Pikin Slee for 
the TEDx conference on the Future of Health in Maastricht 2012. Towards the 
end of 2013 she returned to India with her husband and two children to live a 
sustainable life on their organic farm. She continued working for the MUTHI 
project out of India till it finished end of 2014. 

In February 2015, she accepted a Fellowship on Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) 
at the Centre of Biodiversity Policy and Law (CEBPOL). This Indo-Norwegian 
bilateral cooperation project was administered by the National Biodiversity 
Authority, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government 
of India. She was responsible for the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol 
and provided need-based advisory services to the above-mentioned Ministry, in 
relation to access and benefit sharing of genetic resources and associated traditional 
knowledge. In 2016, she did not extend her project with the Indian Government, 
instead she chose to work as an external PhD researcher for the Leiden University 
Medical Center, in cooperation with Naturalis Biodiversity Center, to complete her 
work on the traditional knowledge of the Saramaccan Maroons living in Suriname.  

Since her return to India, Charlotte and her husband have been running an organic 
farm (Jacob & Klooster Farms) where they, among other activities, conduct 
children education programs (based on the UN Sustainable Development Goals) 
for the Dutch organization Designathon Works. Now that her doctoral research 
on Saramaccan traditional knowledge is completed, she is ready for accepting new 
scientific challenges.
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