d
A
i
15,

Universiteit

*dlied) Leiden
'M% The Netherlands

)
3
H oo
B
=
=)
@\
-3

o

A history of Alorese (Austronesian) combining linguistic and oral
history
Sulistyono, Y.

Citation

Sulistyono, Y. (2022, February 16). A history of Alorese (Austronesian): combining
linguistic and oral history. LOT dissertation series. LOT, Amsterdam. Retrieved from
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3275052

Version: Publisher's Version

Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3275052

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3275052

CHAPTER B

Alorese historical phonology

5.1 Introduction

Alorese is part of the Western Lamaholot (WL) subgroup in the Flores-Lembata
family, displayed in Figure 5.1. This chapter presents the historical phonology
of all Alorese varieties and the languages within the WL subgroup. The aims of
this chapter are to reconstruct lower-level Proto-Alorese (PAL) and higher-level
Proto-Western-Lamaholot (PWL) sounds and to establish exclusively shared
sound changes and other innovations that support the existence of an Alorese
subgroup.

Figure 5.1: The Western Lamaholot subgroup
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Figure 5.2 shows the genealogical classification of Alorese in the WL
subgroup within with the context of the Austronesian language family lineage.

Figure 5.2: Genealogical classification of the Western Lamaholot subgroup

Austronesian

Malayo-Polynesian

Central-Eastern-Malayo-Polynesian (7)

Central Timor Timor-Babar Bima Lembata

Bima  Sumba-Hawu Proto-Flores-Lembata (PFL) West-Central Flores (?)

Sika Proto-Western-Lamaholot (PWL) Central Lamaholot EasternLamaholot Kedang

Proto-Alorese (PAL)

Straits Alorese

The WL subgroup has been defined as an individual subgroup within the
Flores-Lembata family. Alorese is part of WL based on an exclusively shared
regular sound change of Proto-Flores-Lembata (PFL) *r > ? (Fricke, 2019:224). In
this chapter, I confirm this hypothesis and show that there is a possible low-
level subgroup within Alorese, called Straits Alorese. This classification is based
on a bottom-up reconstruction and it aims to establish the internal structure of
the Alorese subgroup based on exclusively shared sound changes. In addition,
other varieties within WL are also taken into account to provide context for the
Alorese subgroup.
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This chapter is structured as follows. Section 5.2 is a summary of previous
studies on the WL languages. Section 5.3 discusses the method used in this
chapter, which details regarding language sampling, data sources,
representation of varieties, transcription conventions, and organization of
tables. In Section 5.4, I reconstruct the sounds of Proto-Alorese (PAL), while in
Section 5.5, 1 reconstruct the sounds of Proto-Western-Lamaholot (PWL).
Section 5.6 summarizes the sound changes attested in both PWL and PAL and
Section 5.7 provides evidence for an Alorese subgroup. In addition, Section 5.8
presents a lower-level subgrouping within Alorese. Section 5.9 proposes Alorese
varieties that are considered the most conservative. Finally, Section 5.10 gives
a summary and conclusions.

5.2  Previous studies

Previous studies on the WL languages, including Alorese, cover varieties spoken
on eastern Flores, Solor, Adonara, Lembata, Pantar, and the Alor Peninsula. The
first description of WL varieties was Arndt (1937), which described varieties
spoken in the western area, but excluding Lembata and the Alor archipelago.
Stokhof (1975) compiled a list of vocabulary from languages spoken in the Alor-
Pantar region, and asserted that Alorese is closely related to Lamaholot. It was
then established by Klamer (2011) that Alorese can be considered a separate
language, due to a low percentage of lexical similarity with Lamaholot and the
loss of morphology.

There are several studies focusing on the grammatical description of WL
varieties in the western area (Flores, Solor, Adonara, and Lembata). One of the
earliest grammatical descriptions is Fernandez (1977), which contains a short
description of a variety spoken around the mountain Ile Mandiri, close to the
city of Larantuka. Keraf (1978) is a doctoral dissertation on the morphology of
the Lamalera dialect spoken on Lembata. Keraf's study provides vocabulary
from twenty-five WL varieties, sampled in the present study (cf. §5.3.1). Another
source for the present study is a dictionary published by Pampus (1999) which
is based on a Lamaholot variety spoken in Lewolema. Nishiyama and Kelen
(2007) is a grammatical description of Lamaholot dialects spoken in Lewoingu
and Lewolaga. Further studies include a grammatical description of the WL
variety of Lewotobi by Nagaya (2011) and a Master thesis by Akoli (2010) which
compares some different aspects of several WL varieties. Lastly, the grammar of
a WL variety spoken on Solor is described in the doctoral dissertation of Kroon
(2016).

There is much less work done on Alorese than on other WL varieties.
Klamer (2011) is a short grammar of Alorese based on varieties spoken in Alor
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Kecil. In my own Master thesis (Sulistyono, 2015) 1 undertook lexical
comparison between Lamaholot, Kedang, and Baranusa (Alorese). Furthermore,
comparison of dialects across WL, including Alorese, is found in the Master
thesis of Michels (2017).

A proposal regarding the homeland of the Lamaholot speakers can be
found in Grangé (2015), which posits that Adonara is the Lamaholot homeland.
However, this proposal is based on a study that covers varieties of WL only;
varieties spoken on Central and Eastern Lamaholot were not included in the
study. Therefore, the proposal is only informative regarding a possible
homeland for WL speakers, not Central or Eastern Lamaholot speakers.

The subgrouping of the Flores-Lembata languages has been investigated by
Elias (2017) and Fricke (2019). Elias (2017) proposes a classification of the Flores-
Lembata family, including the WL subgroup, using historical glottometry.® This
study concludes that Alorese shares the same regular sound changes with
varieties of WL. A comprehensive study based on regular sound changes and
grammatical innovation is provided by Fricke (2019), who proposes that WL,
together with Eastern Lamaholot, Central Lamaholot, Sika, and Kedang, form a
language family called Flores-Lembata. This study also reconstructs the sounds
of PFL and suggests that Alorese belongs to the WL subgroup.

5.3  Methods

This chapter contains analyses that answer the research questions posed in
Section 1.2 concerning the reflexes of PFL and the evidence for Alorese as a
subgroup. To answer the questions, it is necessary to reconstruct the sound
inventory of Proto-Alorese (PAL) and Proto-Western-Lamaholot (PWL) using a
bottom-up approach. In order to reconstruct the sounds of PAL and PWL, I built
a database containing lexical items from varieties in the WL subgroup. This
comprises one or two wordlists per variety, with around 200 to 600 lexical items
in each list.

From the wordlists, I gathered items that form sets of cognates, from which
a proto-form can often be reconstructed. The proto-form often goes back to PFL,
reconstructed by Fricke (2019), and, in many cases, to Proto-Malayo-Polynesian
(PMP; Blust & Trussel, 2016). Some lexeme sets do not go back to PFL or PMP,
but can be reconstructed to PWL. Some of these are lexical innovations in PAL
(cf. 85.5.1.1). From this reconstruction, I collected 508 sets of related words that
appear across the WL languages (Appendix C). In this chapter, I examine the sets

18 Historical glottometry is a method inspired by the wave model, which allows realistic
treatment of linkages and dialect chains (Francois, 2014).
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that go back to PMP, PFL, and PWL. Examples of lexeme sets are presented in
Table 5.1.

Table 5.1: Examples of lexeme sets

‘stone’ ‘long’
PMP *batu [...]
PFL *vatu [...]
PWL *wato *balaha
Lewoingu wato balaha
Lewolema wato boldha
Adonara wato blaha
Lamalera fato bla
PAL *wato *balahalk
Kayang wato laha?
Pandai wata blahak
Alor Besar fato belahakan

The set for the concept ‘stone’ in Table 5.1 contains cognates that appear
across many WL varieties and which trace back to PFL and PMP forms. In
contrast, the cognate set for PWL *balaha ‘long’ does not go back to PFL or PMP,
but reflexes of the PWL form are attested across all WL varieties, including
Alorese (PAL).

5.3.1 Language sampling and data sources

The historical reconstruction carried out in this chapter is based on lexical data
from a total of thirty-eight WL varieties, which are listed in Table 5.2. The lexical
items are taken from the LexiRumah online database https://lexirumah.model-
ling.eu/lexirumah/ (Kaiping, et al. 2019). The selection of Alorese varieties used
in this study is based on my 2018 fieldwork, which is also available on
LexiRumah. In addition, lexical data from a Lamaholot dictionary by Pampus
(1999) is used. The varieties used in the present study are referred to by the
names of the villages in which the varieties are spoken. Table 5.2 shows, for each
variety, the island on which it is spoken, the ISO code, location of data collection,
the data collector, when the data were collected/published, and the number of
lexical items available. I distinguish two types of lexical items: a core list, which
is based on the 200-word Swadesh list, and an extended list, which is based on
additional vocabulary. It is important to make this distinction because not all
varieties have an extended list. The ISO codes are based on the grouping of the
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varieties into six languages: Lewotobi (ISO: lwt), Lamaholot (ISO: slp), Adonara
(ISO:adr), Lamalera (1SO: Imr), Ile Ape (ISO: ila), and Alorese (ISO: aol).

Table 5.2: List of Western Lamaholot varieties used in this study

Variety/ ISO  Geographical Data Year Number of lexical items
village 639-3 location collector Core list Extended list
Pukaunu - Flores Keraf 1978 199 0
Lewotobi lwt Flores Keraf 1978 201 0
Ritaebang slp Solor Keraf 1978 201 0
Lewolaga slp Flores Keraf 1978 200 0
Lewoingu slp Flores Klamer 2015 201 397
Bama slp Flores Keraf 1978 200 0
Waibalun slp Flores Keraf 1978 201 0
Baipito slp Flores Keraf 1978 200 0
Lewolema slp Flores Keraf 1978 199 0
Lewolema slp Flores Pampus 1999 dictionary
Tanjung Bunga slp Flores Keraf 1978 198 0
Botun adr  Adonara Keraf 1978 200 0
Waiwadan  adr  Adonara Keraf 1978 201 0
Horowura adr  Adonara Keraf 1978 200 0
Dulhi adr  Adonara Keraf 1978 199 0
Watan adr  Adonara Keraf 1978 198 0
Lamakera adr  Solor Keraf 1978 201 0
Adonara adr  Adonara Klamer 2015 209 401
Kiwangona adr  Adonara Keraf 1978 200 0
Lamahora Imr  Lembata Keraf 1978 200 0
Belang Imr  Lembata Keraf 1978 198 0
Merdeka Imr  Lembata Keraf 1978 201 0
Wuakerong Imr  Lembata Keraf 1978 201 0
Mulan Imr  Lembata Keraf 1978 201 0
Lamalera Imr  Lembata Keraf 1978 204 0
Ile Ape ila Lembata Keraf 1978 198 0
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Yarietiy/ I1SO Geographical Data Year Number of lexical items
village 639-3 location collector Core list Extended list
Kayang aol Pantar Sulistyono 2018 204 480
Beang Onong aol Pantar Sulistyono 2018 203 484
Baranusa aol Pantar Sulistyono 2018 204 384
Baranusa aol Pantar Klamer 2003 255 0
Helangdohi  aol Pantar Sulistyono 2018 200 499
Wailawar aol Pantar Sulistyono 2018 205 503
Pandai aol Pantar Moro 2016 202 538
Bana aol Pantar Sulistyono 2018 207 621
Munaseli aol Pantar Moro 2016 203 586
Buaya aol Pantar Strait  Sulistyono 2018 180 357
Ternate aol Pantar Strait Sulistyono 2018 206 538
Alor Besar aol Alor Moro 2016 203 535
Alor Kecil aol Alor Sulistyono 2018 204 434
Dulolong aol Alor Sulistyono 2018 202 471

5.3.2 Representation of varieties

The varieties sampled in this study are spread over the Flores-Lembata and
Alor-Pantar archipelago. Figure 5.3 shows the location of the WL subgroup
within the context of the Flores-Lembata family and the Alor-Pantar languages.
The location of each variety is shown in Figure 5.4.
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Although the analysis is based on all of the varieties, the cognate sets that
I present in this chapter only contain data from a subset of the varieties. This is
because (1) several varieties have a larger number of lexical items and (2) it is
not possible to represent all varieties, as the cognate sets would become too big.
I have selected the varieties to present in the cognate sets in such a way as to
ensure that the geographical spread of the WL varieties is represented. From
each region, I take one representative; for instance, one from Flores, one from
Adonara, one from Lembata, and so forth. Nevertheless, I incorporate as many
varieties as possible to demonstrate the regularity of sound correspondences.
The complete cognate sets showing comparisons of all varieties are provided in
Appendix C.

5.3.3 Transcription conventions

The symbols used for the PMP and PFL forms in this dissertation are largely
equivalent to IPA. However, some adjustments are made to the conventions in
order to avoid confusion. All PMP forms are adopted in the form they are given
in Blust and Trussel (2016), with the exceptions of PMP *e [a], which is
represented as *a, and PMP *z [dz] which is represented as *dz. PFL forms are
represented using the symbols employed in the reconstruction by by Fricke
(2019), with the exception of the PFL voiced stop *g which is represented here
as *g. Table 5.3 shows the conventions for non-IPA symbols used for PMP and
PFL.

Table 5.3: Conventions for non-IPA symbols used to represent PMP and PFL sounds

PMP; Blust and Trussel (2010)  IPA symbol PAL and PWL; this dissertation
<R> [r] / [¥] <R>
<j> [91/[¥1/ 4] <j>
<7> [d3] <d3>
<y> [j] <y>
<e> [a] <>
PFL; Fricke (2019)
<y> [j] <y>
<g> [g] <g>

The reconstructions of PAL and PWL sounds are given using IPA symbols,
with two exceptions, namely (1) the palatal approximant [j], which is
represented here as *y, and (2) the voiced plosive palatal [3] / [dz], which is
represented here as *dz. All reconstructed proto-forms are marked with a
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preceding asterisk symbol <*>, Furthermore, a hash sign (#) in proto-forms
means that the reconstructed form has undergone regular sound changes but
there is not enough evidence to reconstruct a proto-form. The approximant /w/
covers phonetic realizations of [v], [v] and [w]. The PFL voiced fricative *v is
represented as *v. The phonemic symbol /e/ is used to represent the phonetic
realization of [€] and [«] from some WL sources. Finally, the phonemic symbol
/o/ is used to represent phonetic realizations of both [0] and [o].

The description in Chapter 4 of one Alorese dialect spoken in the villages
of Pandai and Wailawar yields a phonemic inventory, which is also used in the
phonemic transcription of the Pandai and Wailawar varieties in this Chapter.
Phonemic representations of the remaining varieties are based on transcription
from fieldwork and the existing phonemic representations as used in the data
sources (cf. Table 5.2).

5.3.4 Organization of tables

As already exemplified by Table 5.1, tables in this chapter are generally
organized as follows. The leftmost column contains the names of proto
languages and modern-day varieties. The following column lists
reconstructions and their reflexes for one set. The header row contains the
English glosses of each lexeme set. The English glosses represent the concepts
associated with the synchronic meanings of the reflexes. If the English gloss
does not match with the meaning of the reconstructed forms or with the
meaning in the modern-day varieties, an additional gloss is given next to or
above the respective lexeme, or is provided in a footnote. The second row
always contains the PMP forms, followed by the PFL forms and the
reconstructed PWL and PAL forms. The lexemes in the present-day varieties are
given in italics, while the proto-forms are given in normal font. In addition,
individual phonemes are given in boldface to highlight the sounds that are
being compared and to show sound correspondences.

In the tables, the following symbols are used. An en dash (-) in a cell means
that, in the given variety, the item has been replaced by new forms which are
not cognate with the given lexeme set. A hyphen (-) within a proto-form
indicates a morpheme boundary. A vertical line or pipe symbol (|) marks a
historical morpheme boundary, which means that the morpheme was added
earlier and has become fossilized in the present-day varieties. A cell displaying
[...] indicates that there is no data available or that the proto-form has not yet
been reconstructed. Angle brackets <...> indicate infixes in proto-forms. Lastly,
parentheses (...) are used to indicate morphemes that are non-etymological.
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5.4  Reconstruction of the sounds of Proto-Alorese
5.4.1 Reflexes of PFL voiceless plosives in Alorese

5.4.1.1 PFL initial and intervocalic *p *t ¥k *?

In this section, I present the reflexes of the initial and intervocalic voiceless
plosives of PFL in the Alorese varieties. Reflexes of final plosives are discussed
in Section 5.4.1.3. For comparative purposes, the PMP sounds or forms are listed
above PFL. As indicated in Table 5.4, the PFL initial and intervocalic *p, *t, and
*k are retained unchanged in PAL and the present-day languages. However, the
PFL initial and intervocalic *? is lost in all varieties.

Table 5.4: Reflexes of PFL initial and intervocalic voiceless plosives *p *t *k *7 in Alorese

Env. #_ V_V #_ V_V # V.V #_ V_V
PMP - p- o ¥t e *k-  *q/*h- *q/*h-
PFL - *p- - *t- *ke ke - *.9-
PAL - Fp- - Rt- otk Rk 2 2
Kayang p p t t k k 2 a
Baranusa p p t t k k %) 17
Munaseli p p t t k k @ 2
Alor Besar p p t t k k 2 17}

Table 5.5 provides examples of the reflexes of PFL initial *p-, which is
retained as p in all Alorese varieties. The PFL stative prefix *m- in PFL, as in
*m-pa?it ‘bitter’ and *m-padu ‘salty’, is lost in PAL (see §5.4.1.2 for discussion of
reflexes of PFL *m-).

Table 5.5: Reflexes of PFL initial *p- in Alorese

‘seven’ ‘choose’ ‘walk’ ‘bitter’ ‘salty’
PMP *pitu *piliq *panaw *ma-paqit  *ma-qapaju
PFL *pitu *pili? *pana(v) *m-palit  *m-padu
PAL *pito *pile *pana *pai? *paro
Kayang pito pile pana pai [...]
Baranusa pito pile pana pai paro
Pandai pito pile pana pai? paro

Munaseli pito pile pana (lei)  pai? poro
Alor Besar pito pile pana pei paro
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Table 5.6 shows examples of the reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-p-, which is
retained unchanged in all Alorese varieties.

Table 5.6: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-p- in Alorese

“fire’ ‘lime (stone)’ ‘wipe’ ‘thin (hon-human)  ‘fold’
PMP *hapuy *qapuR *sapu *ma-nipis *lopat
PFL *api *tapur *hapu *m-nipih-i *lapat
PAL *ape *apu *hapo *manipi *lope?
Baranusa ape apu [...] manipi lape
Munaseli ape apu hapo nipi -
Bana ape apu [...] nipi lope
Wailawar  ape apu [...] nipi? lape?
Alor Besar  ape apu hapo [...] [...]
Dulolong  ape apu [...] moanipi lape

Table 5.7 shows the reflexes of PFL initial *t-, which is retained unchanged

in PAL. In the cognate set for PFL *t<em=>akav ‘to steal’, the Bana word makan ‘to
steal” has lost its initial syllable due to simplification of trisyllabic words, a
process often observed in Alorese varieties.

Table 5.7: Reflexes of PFL initial *t- in Alorese

‘excrement’  ‘to steal’ ‘sugarcane’ ‘three’ ‘rope’
PMP *taqi *takaw *tabuh *talu *talih
PFL *tali *t<om>akav *tovu *talu *tali?
PAL *tae *tomaka *tawo *talo *tale
Kayang tae tomaka towo talo tale
Beang Onong [...] tamaka towo talo tale
Bana tae makan tewo tolo tale
Alor Besar tae tamaku tafo tolo tale
Dulolong [...] [...] tafo talo tale

PFL intervocalic *-t- is regularly retained as t in PAL, as shown by all
examples in Table 5.8. For the concept ‘eye’ and ‘liver’, final consonant - is
attested in the Alorese varieties and is reconstructed to PAL. This final
consonant is a fossilized possessive suffix that marks body-part nouns (cf.
§4.4.3.1).
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Table 5.8: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-t- in Alorese

‘seven’  ‘louse’ ‘eye’ ‘liver’  ‘stone’ ‘black’ ‘itchy’
PMP *pitu  *kutu *mata *qatay  *batu  *qitem  *gatal
PFL *pitu  *kutu *mata *ate *vatu  *mitem *gater
PAL *pito  *kuto *matalp  *ately  *wato  *miten *gate?
Kayang  pito kuto mata|n ate|n wato miten gato
Baranusa pito [...] mata|n ate|n wato miten gate
Pandai  pito kuto mata|n ate|n wato miten  gate?
Alor Besar pito kuto mata|n até fato miten gate

Table 5.9 shows the reflexes of PFL initial *k-, which is retained unchanged
as k in Alorese. The only exception is the cognate set for PFL *k[silap ‘lightning’,
in which PFL prefix *k- is lost. In this process, the PFL consonant cluster *ks- is
reduced to *s-, which then becomes an initial *h- in PAL due to a regular sound
change PFL *s > PAL *h (cf. §5.4.2).

Table 5.9: Reflexes of PFL initial *k- in Alorese

‘1pl excl.’ ‘louse’ ‘wood’ ‘lightning’
PMP *kami *kutu *kahiw *silap ‘sparkle; drizzle’
PFL *kami *kutu *kayu *k|silap
PAL *kame *kuto *kadzo *hila
Kayang kame kuto kadso hila
Baranusa kame [...] kadso hila
Pandai kame kuto kadso (apa)  hila (bilop)
Dulolong kame kuto kadso hila (biba)

The PFL intervocalic *-k- is also regularly retained as k in all Alorese
varieties, as shown in Table 5.10. In the cognate set for PFL *ikur ‘tail’, a
fossilized suffix *-k is reconstructed in PAL, which is not a reflex of PFL final *-r.
Alor Kecil tends to add -un, which is also observed in the other varieties spoken
in the Straits (cf. §5.8). The Alor Kecil word tamaku ‘to steal’ also shows a
remnant of the added syllable -up in its final vowel.



Alorese historical phonology 157

Table 5.10: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-k- in Alorese

‘fish’ ‘tail’ ‘to steal’ ‘civet cat’  ‘bat’
PMP *hikan *ikun *takaw *laku *paniki
PFL *ikan *ikur *t<om>akav ~ *laku [...]
PAL *ikan *ikulk *tamaka *lako *panike
Beang Onong ika iku tamaka lako panike
Munaseli ikan iku|k maka lako -
Bana ikan iku |k maka|n lako mike
Alor Kecil ikan iku|kun tamaku lako -

As can be seen in Table 5.10, some Alorese varieties, e.g. Munaseli and Alor
Kecil, have replaced the PMP word for ‘bat’ with other terms. For example, in
Munaseli, there is a term mihua ‘bats’ while in Alor Kecil, there is baleru ‘bat’;
these may refer to different species of bats. In Bana, the word mike ‘bat’ shows a
possible merger of consonant p and n into the nasal m, which leads to shortening
of the trisyllabic word. The shortening probably went through an intermediate
form with a consonant cluster, pnike.

Table 5.11 provides cognate sets with reflexes of PFL initial and
intervocalic *7 (< PMP *q). The glottal stop is regularly lost in PAL. In the reflexes
of PFL *m-pa?it ‘bitter’, the final glottal stop in the Munaseli word pai? ‘bitter’ is
a reflex of PFL final *-t. The final velar nasal *-n in PAL *tualy ‘old’ is analyzed
as a fossilized possessive marker. In the concept ‘excrement’, the -i preceding
the final -n in Munaseli arose because of the fossilized final sufix and is therefore
not inherited.

Table 5.11: Reflexes PFL initial and intervocalic *? in Alorese

‘lime (stone)” ‘ash’ ‘bitter’ ‘excrement’ ‘old’
PMP *gapuR *gabuk *ma-paqit *taqi *ma-tuqah
PFL *Papur *avu *m-palit  *ta®i *m-tu?a
PAL *apu *korlawu  *pai? *tae *tualy
Beang Onong apu kar|awu pai tae tua|p
Baranusa apu kar|awu pai [...] [...]

Munaseli apu awo (kaha)  pai? tai|p tua

Alor Besar apu afo pei tae -
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5.4.1.2 Reflexes of initial plosive with PFL *m-

The PFL stative prefix *m-, which goes back to PMP *ma-, affects the behavior
of initial plosives in Alorese. In this section, I discuss PAL reflexes of the PFL
stative prefix *m- followed by consonants. The discussion involves reflexes of
PFL *m-p, *m-t, *m-k, and *m- (< PMP *ma-q).

Table 5.12 shows the reflexes of PFL initial *m-p and PFL *m-t. From the
examples, it can be seen that the PFL stative prefix *m- is lost in PAL but the PFL
initial plosives *p- and *t- are retained unchanged.

Table 5.12: Reflexes of PFL initial *m-p and *m-t in Alorese

‘salty’ ‘bitter’ ‘full’ ‘ripe’ ‘old’
PMP *ma-qapaju *ma-paqgit  *ma-penuq *ma-tasak  *ma-tuqah
PFL *m-padu  *m-palit *m-panu  *m-tasak  *m-tu?a
PAL *paro *pai? *panoly *tahak *tualy
Kayang [...] pai pano|n - tualp
Baranusa paro pai pano|n [...] [...]
Munaseli paro pai? pano|p tahak tua
Alor Besar paro pei pano taha -

In Table 5.13, reflexes of the PFL initial *m- originating from PMP *ma-k
are presented. The PFL stative marker and the initial plosive are reflected in an
initial voiced stop *g- in PAL, as shown in PFL *m-kapal ‘thick’, where the PFL
*m- is lost and the initial voiceless plosive becomes voiced in PAL.

Table 5.13: Reflexes of the PFL initial *m-k of PMP *ma-k origin

‘thick’
PMP *ma-kapal
PFL *m-kapal
PAL *gapal
Kayang pa
Baranusa gpa
Pandai gapal

Alor Besar qpa

Table 5.14 contains reflexes of the PFL initial *m- originating from PMP
*ma-q. The reflexes show that the PMP stative prefix *ma- preceding *q- is
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fossilized at the stage of PFL, with the loss of the initial plosive *q- and the vowel

-a-, as observed in the reflexes of PMP *ma-qitam ‘black’ and *ma-qudip ‘alive’.
The PAL final *-k in *morik ‘alive’ is analyzed as a fossilized suffix (cf. §5.4.8).

Table 5.14: Reflexes of the PFL initial *m- of PMP *ma-q origin

‘black’ ‘alive’
PMP *ma-qitom  *ma-qudip
PFL *mitom *modip
PAL *miten *morilk
Kayang miten mori|?
Baranusa miten mori
Pandai miten morilk
Alor Besar  mitep mori

Table 5.15 is a summary of the reflexes in PAL of PFL stative prefix *m-
followed by plosives. The summary shows that Alorese always drops the PFL
stative prefix if it precedes word-initial *p- and *t-. If the PFL stative prefix
precedes an initial *k-, the initial plosive becomes voiced *g- in PAL.
Furthermore, PFL stative prefixes that originate from PMP *ma-q are reflected
in PAL as *m- because the stative prefix is already fossilized at the PFL stage.

Table 5.15: Historical changes of PFL *m-plosives in PAL

PMP PFL PAL
*ma_p *m_p > *p
*ma-t *m-t > *t
*ma-k *m-k > %
*ma-q *m- > *m-

5.4.1.3 Reflexes of PFL final plosive *p *k *?

The PFL final voiceless plosives *-p and *-7 are lost completely in Alorese, but
PFL final *-k is retained in PAL as *-k, summarized in Table 5.16.
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Table 5.16: Loss of PFL final plosives *-p, *-k, and *-? in Alorese

PMP *p *k  *h/*q
PFL *p ko %17/
PAL ) *k @
Kayang o 9 9
Baranusa 9 9 9
Bana a k/@ g
Pandai 2 k/@ a
Alor Besar g 9 9

Cognate sets that show reflexes of PFL final *-p are provided in Table 5.17.
In the reflexes of PFL *modip ‘alive’, the final consonants in the Kayang word
mori? ‘alive’ and the Bana/Pandai word morilk ‘alive’ are not reflexes of the PFL
final plosive *-p; rather, they are analyzed as a fossilized suffix. The change of
medial PFL *d > PAL *r is regular. The Bana word karake ‘crab’, which goes back
to PMP *kaRakap ‘crab’, supports the conclusion that the loss of PFL final *-p is
regular, although no PFL form has been reconstructed.

Table 5.17: Reflexes of PFL final *-p in Alorese

‘alive’ ‘crab’
PMP *ma-qudip *kaRakap
PFL *modip [...]
PAL *morilk *korake
Kayang mori | ? -
Baranusa mori [...]
Bana morti |k korake
Pandai mori | k -

Alor Besar  mori -

Table 5.18 shows that the PFL final *-k is partially retained as k in several
Alorese varieties. The final plosives in the synchronic Alorese varieties are most
likely fossilized suffixes that mark body parts, such as kapik ‘wing’ (< PAL *kapilk
‘wing’). However, in a small number of cases, it is possible that a final plosive in
Alorese is a retained PFL final consonant. One such example is PFL *m-tasak >
PAL *tahak ‘ripe’. In the cognate set for PFL *anak ‘child; small’ and *manuk
‘bird; chicken’, the Alorese final velar nasal is analyzed as a fossilized suffix.
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Table 5.18: Reflexes of PMP final *-k in Alorese

‘wing’ ‘sea’ ‘ripe’ ‘bird; chicken’ ‘child; small’

PMP *kapak *tasik ~ *ma-tasak *manuk *anak

PFL *kapik *tahik  *m-tasak  *manuk *anak

PAL *kapilk *tahi *tahak *manuk *analy
Kayang kapi tahi - manu ana|n
Baranusa kapi |k tahi [...] manu|n analnp

Bana kapi|k tahi tahak manuk ana|?
Pandai kapi|k tahi tahak manu -

Alor Besar kapi|kin tahi taha manu analp

Table 5.19 contains cognate sets that show the loss of PFL final *-? in all
Alorese varieties.

Table 5.19: Reflexes of PFL final *-7 in Alorese

‘rope’ ‘chew’ ‘choose’

PMP *talih *mamaq *piliq
PFL *tali? *mama?  *pili?
PAL *tale *mame  *pile
Kayang tale mame pile
Baranusa  tale mame pile
Bana tale mame pile
Pandai tale mame pile
Alor Besar  tale mame pile

5.4.1.4 Change of PFL final *t > *? in PAL

In this section, the sound change of PFL final *-t > PAL *-7 is discussed. The same
sound change is regular in the neighboring language Kedang, where PFL final
*-t is changed into -7 (Fricke, 2019:184). Table 5.20 summarizes the sound
correspondences going back to PFL *-t and gives example in lexemes.
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Table 5.20: Reflexes of PFL final *-t in Alorese

‘bitter’ ‘to fold” ‘heavy’ ‘skin’ ‘root’
PMP *t  *ma-paqgit *lopst  *ma-baRagat *kulit  *Ramut
PFL *t  *m-palit *lopat  *borat *kulit  *ramut
PAL *7  *pai? *lape?  *ba:? *kulilk  *ramulk
Kayang Yo pai? lape ba? - ramu
Beang Onong @ pai lope baa - ramu |k
Baranusa 7 pai lepe baa kuli |k ramu |k
Wailawar 7 pai? lape? baa? - ramu |k
Pandai ? pai? - ba? kuli | k ramu |k
Helangdohi 7 pai? lope? baa? - ramu |k
Bana ? pai? lope? ba? - ramu |k
Munaseli ? pai? - ba? kuli|k ramu | k
Ternate 7 pel lape baa kuli |kip rambu |kun
Buaya 17 pei [...] ba - rambu|kun
Alor Besar 1Y) pei - baa kuli|kip ~ rambu |kup
Alor Kecil 17} pei lape baa - -
Dulolong 20 pei lape baa? - -

In the Alorese varieties spoken in Wailawar, Pandai, Helangdohi, Bana and
Munaseli, the PAL glottal stop is retained as 7. However, the varieties in Kayang
and Dulolong have sporadically lost the glottal stop. Furthermore, the varieties
in Beang Onong, Baranusa, Ternate, Buaya, Alor Besar, and Alor Kecil have lost
the glottal stop completely. It seems that the most conservative varieties, which
retain the glottal stop resulting from the regular change of PFL *-t > PAL *-?, are
located in northeastern Pantar (Wailawar, Pandai, Helangdohi, Bana, and
Munaseli; §5.9). Other varieties in the west and east have either irregularly
retained the glottal stop or lost it completely.

If a suffix is present in PAL, the PFL final consonant is lost. As observed in
the Alorese cognate sets for ‘skin’ and ‘root’, PAL *kuli|k ‘skin’ and *ramulk ‘root’
have a possessive suffix *-k, which may have been added after the loss of the
final consonant in PFL. In contrast, in the non body-part concepts, such as in
the cognate sets for PFL *m-pa?it ‘bitter’, *lopat ‘fold’, and *barat ‘heavy’, the
PAL final *-7 is reconstructed as a reflex of PFL final *-t.
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5.4.2 Reflexes of PFL fricatives *v *s *h in Alorese
5.4.2.1 Reflexes of PFL *v

In this section, reflexes of PFL *v in all positions are discussed. The PFL voiced
fricative *v is reflected in the Alorese approximants w and f. Note that the
phonetic realization of /w/ includes the bilabial approximant [w] or voiced
fricative [v]. Alorese varieties on Pantar (the Pantar dialect) have retained PFL
*v as w, but varieties on Alor (the Alor dialect) have undergone a regular change
from PFL *v to f (cf. 8§5.8). As summarized in Table 5.21, PFL initial and
intervocalic *v is retained as *w in PAL. However, PFL final *-v is lost completely
in all Alorese varieties.

Table 5.21: Reflexes of PFL *v in all positions

Env. #_ V_V _#
PMP *w/*b *w/*b *w/*b
PFL *y- *oy- *oy
PAL *w- *-w- )
Kayang w/@ w a
Baranusa w w [
Wailawar w w 17}
Pandai w w 17}
Munaseli w w 17}
Buaya f f [/
Alor Besar f f a
Dulolong f f 1Y)

Examples of the reflexes of PFL initial *v- (< PMP *b-) are presented in
Table 5.22. In Kayang, initial w is regularly lost when followed by the vowel u, as
shown in the word ulu ( < PAL *vululk) ‘body hair’ and ulan ( < PAL *vulan)
‘moon’. In addition, all examples show that the varieties spoken in the Straits
(Alor Besar, Buaya, and Dulolong) have undergone a change of PAL *w > f.
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Table 5.22: Reflexes of PFL initial *v- in Alorese

‘body hair’ ‘moon’ ‘mouth’ ‘water’ ‘body’  ‘corn’ ‘fat’
PMP *bulu *pulan *bagbeq *wahiR [...] [..] [...]
PFL *vulu-k *vulan *veva®  *valir  *vaki *vatar *voda-k
PAL *wululk *wulag *woavaly *wai *wokily *wata? *worak
Kayang ulu ulan [...] wai waki|p wata [..]
Baranusa  wulu |k wulanp wawal|p  wai waki|p wata worak
Wailawar - wulap - wai waki|ln  wata? wora?
Pandai wulu |k wulan wewalp  wai wekilnp  wata worak
Munaseli wulu | k wulap - wali [...] wata worak
Buaya - fulan  fafalp fei fakilp  fata [..]
Alor Besar  fulu|kun  fulan  fafa|p fei fakiln  fata  forakan
Dulolong  falulkup  fulan  fafalp fei fakilp  fata  fora

Table 5.23 contains examples demonstrating the reflexes of PFL
intervocalic *-v- (< PMP *-b-/*-w-). Similar to the PFL initial *v-, PFL
intervocalic *-v- is also retained as w in the Pantar varieties, and as fin the Alor
varieties, such as Buaya, Alor Besar, and Dulolong.

Table 5.23: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-v- in Alorese

‘ash’ ‘sugarcane’  ‘pig’ ‘fishing hook’ ‘nine’
PMP *qabuk *tabuh *babuy *kawil *siwa
PFL *Pavu *tavu *vavi *kavil *siva
PAL *karlawu  *tawo *vawe *kawil *hiwa
Kayang kor|awu towo wawe kawi hiwa
Baranusa kor|awu tawo wawe [...] hiwa
Wailawar awo (kaha) tawo wawe kawil hewa
Pandai awo (kaha) tawo wawe kawil hiwa
Munaseli awo (kaha) tewo vawe kawil hiwa
Buaya [...] tafo fafe kafi hifa
Alor Besar afo tafo fafe kafi hifa
Dulolong [.] tafo fafe kafi hifa

19 In Fricke (2019:471) PFL *vava ‘mouth’ ( < PMP *bagbaq ‘mouth’).
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Table 5.24 shows a regular loss of PFL final *-v in all Alorese varieties. The
PFL final *-v goes back to PMP final *w/*b. In the cognate set for PFL *muav
‘yawn’, the PAL *pa|noe goes back to PWL *pa|moa ‘yawn’. The irregular change
of PWL *m > PAL *n and PWL final *a > PAL *e remain unexplained.

Table 5.24: Reflexes of PFL final *-v in Alorese

‘to go; walk’  ‘to steal’ ‘sun’ ‘yawn’
PMP *panaw *takaw *qalojaw *ma-huab
PFL *panav *t<em>akav *ladav *muav
PAL *pana *tomaka *lora *palnoe
Kayang pana tomaka lora pa|noe
Baranusa pana tamaka lera pa|noe
Wailawar pana maka lera -
Pandai pana tmaka lera plnoe
Munaseli pana makan lora p|noek
Buaya pana tamaku lera pa|noe
Alor Besar pana tamaku lara pa|noe
Dulolong pana [...] lora pa|noe

5.4.2.2 Merger of PFL *s /*h > PAL *h

From Fricke (2019:198), it is known that PMP *s underwent an unconditional
split into PFL *s and *h. Here, I present evidence that both PFL *s and *h merged
into PAL *h in both initial and intervocalic positions, and that this change can
be seen in all Alorese varieties. Table 5.25 presents this merger as completion of
shift of PFL initial and intervocalic *s and *h into PAL *h.

Table 5.25: Merger of PFL initial and intervocalic *s- and *-h- in Alorese

Env. #_ V_V
PMP *s- *s-
PFL *s-/*h- *_s-/*-h-
PAL *h- *_h-
Kayang h h
Baranusa h h
Munaseli h h
Alor Besar h h
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Examples of the merger of PFL initial *s-/*h- into PAL *h- are presented in
Table 5.26. The Alorese plural word hire ‘PL’ originates from the PFL third person
plural pronoun *hida ‘3pL’, which has grammaticalized into a plural word in
Alorese. This grammaticalization has been shown in Moro (2018) to be the result
of contact between the Alorese people and the neighboring ‘Papuan’/Alor-

Pantar speakers.

Table 5.26: Merger of PFL initial *s-/*h- > *h- in PAL

‘nine’ ‘same’ ‘wrong’  ‘wipe’ ‘3pL.
PMP *s- *siwa *sama?®  *salaq *sapu *si-ida
PFL *s-/*h-  *siva *sama *sala *hapu *hida
oL

PAL *h- *hiwa *hama *hala *hapo *hire
Kayang h hiwa [...] hala - hire
Baranusa h hiwa hama hala [...] hire
Munaseli h hiwa hama hala hapo hire
Alor Besar h hifa hama hala hapo hire

Table 5.27 contains examples of the merger of PFL intervocalic *-s- and
*_h-, which is also reflected as h in all Alorese varieties.

Table 5.27: Merger of PFL intervocalic *-s-/*-h- > *-h- in PAL

‘navel’ ‘breast’”  ‘dog’ ‘meat’  ‘bow’
PMP *s- *pusaj *susu *asu *isi *busuR
PFL *_s-/*-h- *pusar *(t)usu *ahu *ihi-k ~ *vuhur
PAL *h- *puhor *tuhu *aho  *ihik  *wuhu
Kayang h ka | puhor tuho aho ihi uhu
Baranusa h ka|puhor tuho aho ihi|k wuhu
Munaseli h puhor tuho aho hi|k wuhu
Alor Besar h ka|puhor|on  tuhii aho thilkin  fuhu

20 Blust & Trussel (2016) reconstruct *sama ‘same’, but the form is possibly a borrowing from

Sanskrit sama.
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5.4.3 Reflexes of PFL affricate *dz in Alorese

The PFL affricate *dz in initial position is retained as initial *r in PAL. As shown
in Table 5.28, two examples are available for PFL initial *dz reflexes in Alorese.
For the concept ‘night’, PAL *mare|y undergoes consonant metathesis from
PWL *roma (< LH-SK #dgama ) ‘night’ (cf. §5.5.3).

Table 5.28: Reflexes of PFL dffricate *d5 in Alorese

#_ ‘two’ ‘mountain-wards’ ‘night’

PMP *d- *duha [...] [...]

PFL *d&- *dgua #dgae #dgoma
PAL *r *rua *rae *mare|n
Kayang r rua rae maro|n
Baranusa r rua [...] mare|n
Munaseli r rua [...] mare|p
Alor Besar r rua [...] mare|n

5.4.4 Reflexes of PFL voiced obstruents *b *d *g in Alorese

The reflexes of PFL voiced obstruents *b *d and *g are presented in this section.
From Table 5.29, it can be observed that all PFL initial voiced obstruents are
retained unchanged in PAL, except for PFL intervocalic *-d-, which has
undergone a regular change change to PAL *-r-.

Table 5.29: Reflexes of PFL voiced obstruent

Env. #_ V_Vv #_ V_V #_ V_V
PMP *b- *_b- *d- *-d- *g- *-g-
PFL *b- *b- *d- *-d- *g- *-g-
PAL *b- *b- *d- *r- *g- *-g-
Kayang b b d r g [...]
Baranusa b [...] d r g g
Munaseli b d r g g
AlorBesar b d r g g
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Table 5.30 contains examples of PFL initial *b-, which is retained
unchanged in PAL.

Table 5.30: Reflexes of PFL initial *b- in Alorese

‘divide’ ‘open’ ‘pound’ ‘wake up’ ‘white’
PMP *bagagi *buka *bayu [...] *budaq
PFL *bagi *bukat *bayu *bangun *buda?
PAL *bage *buka *badzo *pauy *bura
Kayang [...] buka badso baup bura|?
Baranusa bage buka badso baunp bura
Munaseli bage buka badso baunp buralk
Alor Besar bage buka badso [...] bura

There are only two examples indicating reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-b- in
Alorese, which are shown in Table 5.31. The Alorese word ribu ‘thousand’ could
also be a loanword from Malay ribu ‘thousand’. However, since a PFL form
*ribu/*rivu has been reconstructed (Fricke, 2019:246), I include this example
here.

Table 5.31: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-b- in Alorese

‘thousand’ ‘shirt’
PMP *Ribu [...]
PFL *ribu/*rivu *labur
PAL *ribu *labu
Kayang [...] labu
Baranusa [...] -
Munaseli ribu -
Alor Besar ribu -

Table 5.32 displays examples of reflexes of PFL initial *d-, which is retained

unchanged in Alorese. There is an irregular case of initial dz- in the word dzoan
‘far’ in Alor Besar. This may be due to the influence of the Indonesian word jauh
['dzauP] ‘far’ or due to independence shift of d > ds.
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Table 5.32: Reflexes of PFL initial *d- in Alorese

‘far’ ‘good; right; person’  ‘hear’
PMP [...] [...] *danaR
PFL *doa *dika *dapar

‘right side’

PAL *doap *dikeln *dapa
Kayang doan dike|n danpa
Baranusa doan dike|n dona
Munaseli doan dike|p dopa
Alor Besar dgoan dike dana

Table 5.33 contains examples of reflexes of PFL intervocalic *d, which
results from a PMP merger of *d/*j/*z > PFL *d. The forms in the table show
that Alorese has changed all instances of PFL intervocalic *-d- into r. The same
sound change has been attested in the other WL varieties and in the neighboring
subgroups of Sika and Eastern Lamaholot (Fricke, 2019:186).

Table 5.33: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-d- in Alorese

‘3Pl ‘alive’ ‘fat’ ‘day; sun’  ‘dry’ ‘name’
PMP *si-ida  *ma-qudip [...] *qalojaw  *ma-maja *pajan
PFL *hida *m-odip *vodalk  *ladav *mada *nadan

oL
PAL *hire *morilk *woralk  *lara *mara  *narap
Kayang hire mori? [...] lora mara narapn
Baranusa  hire mori worak lera mara naran
Munaseli  hire morik worak lora maralk  naran
Alor Besar  hire mori foralkan lara mara naran

Table 5.34 shows examples of the reflexes of PFL *g (< PMP *g) in both
initial and intervocalic position. Only one example is found for the reflexes of
PFL intervocalic *-g- in Alorese. The examples show that PFL initial and
intervocalic *g is retained unchanged in all Alorese varieties.
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Table 5.34: Reflexes of PFL initial *g- in Alorese

‘itchy’ ‘scratch’  ‘bite’ ‘divide’
PMP *gatal *gaRut [...] *bagagi
PFL *gatar *garu *giki *bagi
PAL *gate? *gau *gaki *bage
Kayang gato gao gaki [...]
Baranusa gate gao gaki bage
Munaseli gate? gau [...] bage
Alor Besar gate gou gaki bage

5.4.5 Reflexes of PFL nasals *m *n *p in Alorese

5.4.5.1 PFL initial and intervocalic nasals

In most instances, the PFL initial and intervocalic nasals *m, *n, and * are
retained unchanged in PAL and in all Alorese varieties. Initial *n- does not occur
in PFL.

Table 5.35: Reflexes of PFL *m, *n, and *1) in Alorese

Env. #_ V_V #_ V_V V_V
PMP *m- *-m- *n-/*y- *-n- *1-
PFL *m- *-m- *n- *n- *-q-
PAL *m- *-m- *n- *-n- *1-
Kayang m m n n )
Baranusa m m n n U
Munaseli m m n n n
Alor Besar m m n n 1]

The PFL initial *m- (< PMP *m-) and *n- (< PMP *p-/*n-) are retained
unchanged in all varieties as shown in Table 5.36.
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Table 5.36: Reflexes of PFL initial *m- and *n- in Alorese

‘eye’ ‘chew’ ‘alive’ ‘swim’ ‘mouth’  ‘name’
PMP *mata *mamaq *ma-qudip *naguy = *gusu *pajan
PFL *mata *mama? *modip  *napi *nusu *nadan
PAL *mataly  *mame  *morilk  *nange  *nuhuly  *narap
Kayang mata|n mame mori|? nage nuhu|p nararn
Baranusa  mata|p mame mori nange - nararn
Munaseli  mata|p mame mori|k nange nuhu|p nararn
Alor Besar mata|n mame mori nange nuhu|p nararn

Table 5.37 shows examples of the reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-n- in
Alorese. As can be seen from the table, the PFL intervocalic *-n- is retained
unchanged in all Alorese varieties. In Munaseli, a case of shortening due to
simplification of trisyllabic words is attested. In the Munaseli word nao (< PAL
*manau) ‘tinea’, the PFL intervocalic *-n- becomes initial. PFL *-y- is also
retained unchanged in all Alorese varieties. In the cognate set for PFL *napji, the
Alorese reflexes show an insertion of g, resulting in PAL *nange ‘swim’, which

becomes nage ‘swim’ in Kayang.

Table 5.37: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-m-, *-n-, and *-y- in Alorese

‘arm’ ‘house’ ‘canoe’ ‘chicken’‘tinea’  ‘hear’ ‘swim’ ‘wind’
PMP *qalima *Rumaq [..]  *manuk *panaw *dsyeR *naguy *hapin
PFL *lima  *ruma *tena *manuk *m-panau*deyor *nagi *apin
PAL *limaly *?uma *tena *manu|g*menau *depya *nagge *apip
Kayang limaln  uma tena manu [..] dapa nage ani

Baranusa lima|lp Puma tena manu|p monao  dopa napge api
Munaseli  lima|p uma tena manu  nao dopa nagge amnin

Alor Besar limalp  uma tena manu manau dapa napge ani

5.4.5.2 Merger of PFL final nasals > PAL *p

All PFL final nasals become *p in PAL, as shown in Table 5.38. It is important to
note that Alorese words that contain final nasals are often the result of

suffixation, such as in the Alorese word lima|n ‘hand’ (< PFL *lima ‘hand’).
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Table 5.38: Merger of PFL *n/*n/*m >*p in PAL

Env. _# _# _#
PMP *-m *n *q
PFL *-m *n *1
PAL *-p *-p *-p
Kayang ) ) ]
Baranusa n n n
Munaseli 1] 1] B
Alor Besar 1 ] 14

Table 5.39 contains examples of the reflexes of PFL final nasals, which are
merged into *y in PAL.

Table 5.39: Reflexes of PFL final nasals in Alorese

‘rain”  ‘moon’ ‘year’ ‘moringa’ ‘ridge’  ‘black’ ‘sky’
PMP *quzan *bulan *taqun [...] *bubug  *ma-qitom *kslom?*
PFL *udan *vulan F*tuun *motoy  *(v)uvug *mitem  *kelom
PAL *uray *wulay *tuug  *motoy  *vuhuy *mitey  *kalep
Kayang urarn ulap tuuny moton uhup miten -
Baranusa yrap wulan tuuny moton buhun miten -
Pandai uran wulap  tup moton - miten kalen
Alor Besar urap fulag tun moton - miten -

5.4.6 Reflexes of PFL liquids *1 and *r in Alorese

This section discusses reflexes of PFL liquids *1 and *r in Alorese. As shown in
Table 5.40, PFL *] is retained in PAL in all positions. In some varieties, however,
PFL final *-1is lost, as attested in Kayang and Alor Besar. PFL initial *r- is mostly
retained as r in Alorese, but in Baranusa, it sometimes becomes ?. In addition,
PFL intervocalic and final *r is lost completely in all varieties, except in Munaseli
where final *-r sometimes becomes a glottal stop.

21 PMP *kalom means ‘dark; overcast; obscure’
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Table 5.40: Reflexes of PFL *] and *r in Alorese

Env. #_ V_V _# #_ V_V _#
PMP *] * ] *_] *R- *R- *R/*-1
PFL *1- *]- *] *r- *r- *r
PAL *] *] *] *r/*? @ *9
Kayang l l a r ) )
Baranusa l l l r/? 2 2
Munaseli l l l r a 2/0
Alor Besar l l 17} r 1Y 1Y

Table 5.41 contains examples that show regular retention of PFL initial and
intervocalic *] in Alorese.

Table 5.41: Reflexes of PFL initial and intervocalic *1in Alorese

‘civetcat’”  ‘arm;hand’ ‘tear’ ‘moon’ ‘rope’  ‘three’
PMP *laku *qalima *luhaq *bulan *talih ~ *tolu
PFL *laku *lima *luu *vulan *tali?  *tolu
PAL *lako *lima *louly *wulan *tale  *talo
Kayang lako lima|n lou|p ulan tale talo
Baranusa  lako lima|p lou wulan tale talo
Munaseli  lako lima|p louln wulan tale tolo
Alor Besar  lako lima|p lou fulan tale tolo

Reflexes of PFL final *-1 in Alorese are shown in Table 5.42. The reflexes
show that PAL final *-1 can be reconstructed, although it has been lost in Kayang
and Alor Besar. The Alorese northeast Pantar varieties (e.g. Munaseli) are more
conservative compared to varieties in the west (Kayang) and varieties in the
east (Alor Besar).
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Table 5.42: Reflexes of PFL final *-1 in Alorese

‘fishing hook’  ‘thick’

PMP *kawil *ma-kapal
PFL *kavil *m-kapal
PAL *kawil *gapal
Kayang kawi gapa
Baranusa [...] gapa
Munaseli kawil gapal

Alor Besar kafi gapa

PFL initial *r- is retained as r in the majority of Alorese varieties, shown in
Table 5.43. Only Baranusa shows a reflex of PFL initial *r- as 7. For the concept
‘root’, the final *-k in PAL is analyzed as a fossilized suffix (cf. 5.4.8).

Table 5.43: Reflexes of initial PFL *r- in Alorese

‘blood’ ‘root’ ‘thousand’ ‘house’
PMP *daRaq *Ramut *Ribu *Rumaq
PFL *ra *ramut *ribu/*rivu *ruma
PAL *ra *ramulk *ribu *Puma
Kayang ra ramu [...] uma
Baranusa ra ramu|k [...] Juma
Munaseli ra|p ramu |k ribu uma
Alor Besar ra rambu|kun ribu uma

As shown in Table 5.44, PFL *r in intervocalic and final positions is mostly
lost in the Alorese varieties, except Munaseli. This variety shows the regular
sound change of PFL *r > ? in the concept ‘itchy’. It is plausible that this final
glottal stop is the remnant of PFL *r reflexes.
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Table 5.44: Loss of PFL intervocalic and final *r in Alorese

‘red’ ‘scratch’  ‘run’ ‘bow’ ‘itchy’  ‘navel’
PMP *ma-iRaq *gaRut  *laRiw *busuR  *gatal  *pussj
PFL *meran  *garu *plari *vuhur  *gater  *puser
PAL *mear) *gau *plae *wuhu *gate?  *ka-puhor
Kayang mean gao lae puhu gato kapuhor
Baranusa mear) gao palae wuhu gate kapuhor
Munaseli mean gau plaen wuhu gate? puhor
Alor Besar  mean gou palae fuhu gate kapuhoron

The cognate set for PFL *pusar ‘navel” requires more discussion. Fricke
(2019:196) analyzes the PFL final *-r as an irregular reflex of PMP *-j; PMP final
*j (phonetically [g/y/¢]) typically becomes y in the Flores-Lembata languages,
and not -r. In Alorese, this irregular final -r is retained, as seen in the set for
‘navel’. However, it is also possible that this final -r is an analogy of the Malay
word pusar ‘navel” which also has final -r. Nevertheless, I consider it to be an
irregular retention of PFL final *-r.

5.4.7 Reflexes of the PFL approximant *y [j] in Alorese

Table 5.45 presents reflexes of PFL intervocalic *y, which is regularly changed
into *dz in all Alorese varieties. PFL *y is only reconstructed in intervocalic
position. In Munaseli, the simplification of trisyllabic words is seen in the word

madgun ‘bedbug’.

Table 5.45: Reflexes of PFL approximant *y in Alorese

Env. V_V ‘sail’ ‘pound’  ‘tree’ ‘bedbug’
PMP *y *layaR *bayu *kahiw  [...]
PFL *y *layar *bayu *kayu  *tomayupy
PAL *& *ladga *badgo  *kadzo  *temadguy
Kayang & [...] badp - tomadgun
Baranusa & ladn badsp kadgp tamadgun
Munaseli & ladn badp kadgp madsun
Alor Besar & ladn badsp kadgp tomadspn
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5.4.8 The origin of final consonants in Alorese

In the foregoing analysis of the reflexes of PFL consonants in Alorese, final
consonants can often observed in the Alorese lexeme sets. Sometimes, these
final consonants indicate possessive suffixes. However, this is not always the
case: in some lexeme sets the final consonant cannot be considered a historic
affix; in others, it results from the retention of a PFL/PMP final consonant. Table
5.46 shows examples of Alorese final consonants that represent retention of
PMP/PFL final consonants.

Table 5.46: Alorese final consonants that are retained PMP/PFL final consonants

‘black’ ‘sky’
PMP *ma-qitam *kalom
PFL *mitom *kalom
PWL *mitom *kalom
PAL *miter) *kaley
Kayang miten -
Baranusa miter) -
Bana miten kalen
Pandai miten -
Munaseli miten kalen
Alor Besar miten -

The PMP final *-m is retained as *n in PAL, as discussed in Section 5.4.5.2;
thus, the Alorese final velar nasals are retained from PMP. However, there are
words that are vowel-final in PMP/PFL, but have a final consonant in (some)
Alorese varieties, as shown in Table 5.47.
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Table 5.47: Alorese final consonant with no PMP origin

‘eye’ ‘liver’ ‘meat’ ‘fat’ ‘full’ ‘night’
PMP *mata *qatay *isi [...] *ma-ponuq  [...]
PFL *mata *ate  *ihi-k  *voda-k  *m-panu #dzoma
PWL *mata *ate  *ihilk  *voralk = *manu/*panu *roma
PAL *mataly *atelp *ihilk  *woralk  *pano|y *marely
Kayang mata|p ate|lp  ihi - pano|p maro|p
Beang Onong mata|p ate|lp  ihilk wora|k pano|p mare|n
Baranusa mata|p atelp  ihilk wora|k pano|p mare|n
Helangdohi  mata|? - nihilk  ne|woralk pano|p mare|p
Wailawar mata|np ate|lp  ihi|? wora|? pano|p mare|n
Pandai mata|p ate|lp  ihi wora |k pana|p mare|p
Bana mata|p ate|lp  ihilk woral|k pano|p mare|n
Munaseli mata|?,mata|p ate|lp  hilk woralk pano|n mare|n
Ternate mata|p ate|lp ihilkip foralkap  pano mare|n
Buaya mata|np ate ihilkip - pano mare|n
Alor Besar mata|p até ihilkip  foralkap  pano mare|n
Alor Kecil mata|n ate|lp ihilkip fora pano mare|n
Dulolong mata|n ate|p ihilkip fora pano mare|p

The first two concepts, ‘eye’ and ‘liver’, are body-part nouns, which means
that the final consonants in Alorese are possessive suffixes (cf. §4.4.3.1). In
Munaseli, the forms mata? and matan ‘eye’ show that the possessive suffix could
be final -? or -n. For the concepts ‘meat’ and ‘fat’, a suffix is already added in PFL,
meaning that the final consonants in the Alorese sets go back to PFL suffix *-k.
For the concepts ‘night’ and ‘full’, final velar nasals are added in Alorese. This
addition, however, does not go back to Proto-Western-Lamaholot, because
several WL varieties do not have final velar nasals for these concepts; they were
possibly added before Alorese split from PWL but after PWL split from PFL.

Table 5.48 contains examples of final consonants in Alorese words that go
back to PMP/PFL forms that have a final consonant, but where the final
consonant in PMP/PFL is not likely to be the source of the Alorese final
consonants.
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Table 5.48: Alorese words where the final consonant is not of PMP/PFL origin

‘skin”  ‘tail’ ‘child’ ‘chicken’ ‘root’ ‘alive’ ‘white’
PMP *kulit *ikug  *anak *manuk *Ramut  *ma-qudip*budaq
PFL *kulit  *ikur  *anak *manuk *ramut  *modip  *buda?
PWL *kulit  *iku?  *anak *manuk *ramut  *mori *bura
PAL *kulilk *ikuk *analg *manulg *ramulk *morik  *buralk
Kayang - iku anal|? manu ramu mori|?  bur:al?
Beang Onong - iku|k ana|lp manulp ramu |k mori bura
Baranusa kulilk  ikulk ana|lp manulp ramu |k mori bura
Helangdohi - ne|iku|k - manu|? ramu |k  mori bura|k
Wailawar kulilk  iku|k - manulk ramu |k mori|? buralk
Pandai - ikulk - manu  ramu |k  morilk  buralk
Bana - iku |k ana|? manulk ramu |k morilk  bura
Munaseli kulilk  iku|k ana|lp manul? ramu |k morilk  buralk
Ternate kuli|kip iku|kunp ana|lp manu|p rambul|kuy mori bura|kan
Buaya - ikulkun analp manu|p rambulkup - bura|kan
Alor Besar kuli|kip iku|kup ana|lp manu rambu|kuy mori bura
Alor Kecil - iku|kup anal? manu - mori bura
Dulolong - iku|kuy ana|lp manulp - mori bura

In the first two concepts in the table, ‘skin’ and ‘tail’, the Alorese final
consonants arise through suffixation. For the concept ‘skin’, PFL final *-t is
regularly changed into 7 in Alorese; however, suffix -k is added because the
concept ‘skin’ is a body-part noun. In a similar fashion, the concept ‘tail’, which
is also a body-part noun, has the suffix -k added, while PFL final *-r is regularly
lost in Alorese. In the Straits varieties (Alor dialect), the final syllables iy, uy, and
an are added, as seen in kulikin ‘skin’, ikukun ‘tail’, and burakan ‘white’ (cf. §5.8).

For the concepts ‘child’ and ‘chicken’, the final consonants -1 and -k/7 are
not reflexes of PFL/PWL final *-k. They possibly represent other suffixes, but
are of unknown origin. A similar addition of final consonants is observed in
other WL varieties; therefore, these final consonants were possibly added before
the split of PAL. A similar situation is observed for the concept ‘root’, where the
final -k/kup is not a reflex of PFL/PWL final *-t, but arises through suffixation.
The two adjectives ‘alive’ and ‘white’ also show final consonants that are not
reflexes of earlier forms. For the concept ‘alive’, the PAL final *-k was possibly
added before the split of PAL but after PWL split from PFL, because some WL
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varieties show similar final consonants, while others do not have final -k. For
the concept ‘white’, PFL final *-? is regularly lost in PWL, thus the Alorese final
consonant -7/k/kan was added at a later stage.

In addition, there is one case in which the origin of the Alorese final
consonant is ambiguous, as shown in Table 5.49.

Table 5.49: Ambiguous case of Alorese final consonant

‘ripe’
PMP *ma-tasak
PFL *m-tasak
PWL *tahak
PAL *tahak
Pandai tahak
Bana tahak
Munaseli tahak
Alor Besar taha

Final PFL *-k is regularly lost in Alorese (cf. §5.4.1.3). In the concept ‘ripe’,
however, there is an addition of final -k. This final -k could be a remnant either
of PFL final *-k or of suffixation.

In sum, most Alorese final consonants come from derived (fossilized)
possessive suffixes or other suffixes. However, some of these final consonants
are retentions from PMP, wile others were added at an earlier stage. In addition,
there seem to be phonotactic restrictions on which consonants can be final,
with -k, -7, and -y being the most common final consonants.

5.4.9 PFL vowels in Alorese

In this section, I present reflexes of PFL vowels in Alorese. The PFL vowels *a, *i,
*u, and *o are retained unchanged in non-final position. In final position, PFL *a
is retained unchanged, with a few exceptions where PFL *a becomes e (namely
*hida > hire ‘PL” and *hala > lahe ‘no; not’, which also involves metathesis hala >
laha > lahe). In PAL, PFL final *-i is changed into *e and PFL final *-u is changed
into *o. Table 5.50 summarizes the reflexes of PFL vowels *a, *i, *u, and *o in
Alorese non-final and final positions. In Alor Besar and the remaining Straits
varieties, PAL non-final *a is sometimes reflected as a or e.
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Table 5.50: Reflexes of PFL vowels *a, *i, *u, and *o in Alorese

Non-final Final
PMP *a *i *u [...] *a *i/*uy *u
PFL *a *i *u *o *a *i *u/*o
PAL *a *i *u *o *a *e *o
Kayang a i u 0 a e 0
Baranusa a i u 0 a e 0
Munaseli a i u 0 a e )
Alor Besar a/e i u 0 a e 0

Table 5.51 and Table 5.52 provide reflexes of PFL penultimate *a, *i, *u, and
*o01in Alorese. The penultimate vowel position refers to the position of the proto-
phonemes. For the concept ‘bitter’, the reflex of PAL *a is e in Alor Besar. It is
often the case in the Straits varieties that PAL *a in a final *-ai is raised to e, as
seen in PAL *pai > Alor Besar pei ‘bitter’. Another example is PAL *vai > Alor
Besar fei ‘water’ (discussion of vowel changes in Straits Alorese can be found in
§5.8).

Table 5.51: Reflexes of PFL penultimate *a and *i in Alorese

‘bitter’ ‘rope’ ‘seven’ ‘lightning’
PMP *ma-paqit ~ *talih *pitu *silap ‘sparkle; drizzle’
PFL *m-pa?lit *tali? *pitu *k|silap
PAL *pai? *tale *pito *hila
Kayang pai tale pito hila
Baranusa pai tale pito hila
Munaseli pai? tale pito hila bilon

Alor Besar pei tale pito hila biba
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Table 5.52: Reflexes of penultimate PFL *u and *o in Alorese

‘white’ ‘mouth’ ‘alive’ ‘fat’
PMP *budaq *pusu *ma-qudip [...]
PFL *buda? *nusu *modip *vodalk
PAL *buralk *nuhuly  *morilk *woralk
Kayang bura? nuhu|p mori? (-]
Baranusa bura - mori worak
Munaseli bura|k nuhu|p morik worak
Alor Besar bura nuhu|n mori fora|kan

Table 5.53 shows reflexes of PFL final *-a, *-i, *-u, and *-o0. The change of
PFL final *-i to PAL *e and PFL final *u to PAL *o are regular. PFL final *-o is
retained unchanged, as shown in the set for ‘2s6’. In Munaseli, the final -y in the

word taily ‘excrement’ has caused the rise of vowel -i-; this is not inherited from
PFL.
Table 5.53: Reflexes of PFL final *-a, *-i, *-u and *-o

‘dry’ ‘star’ ‘fire’  ‘excrement’ ‘sugarcane’ ‘three’ ‘2SG’
PMP *ma-maja *mantalaq *hapuy *taqi *tabuh *tolu  *-mu
PFL *mada  *mtala  *api = *tali *tovu *tolu  *mo
PAL *maralk  *tamala *ape *tae *towo *talo  *mo
Kayang mara tamala ape tae towo talo mo
Baranusa mara tamala ape [...] towo talo mo
Munaseli ~ mara|k tomala ape tai|lp tewo tolo mo
Alor Besar mara tamala ape tae tafo tolo  mo

Table 5.54 summarizes the reflexes of PFL penultimate and ultimate *a. PFL
penultimate schwa is retained unchanged as *s in PAL, and PFL ultimate schwa
is changed into PAL *e. In modern-day Alorese varieties, schwa in the
penultimate syllable is reflected as 9, a, or e, while schwa in PAL final syllables is
reflected as e, except in Kayang where it is sometimes reflected as either e or o.
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Table 5.54: Reflexes of PFL penultimate and final *3 in Alorese

Penultimate Final

PMP %y %5
PFL % %y
PAL *o *o
Kayang a/a e/o
Baranusa a/a/e e
Munaseli o/a/e e
Alor Besar a/a/e e

Table 5.55 shows PFL penultimate *a reflexes. All instances of forms that
go back to PFL penultimate *a can be reconstructed to to PAL schwa. Alorese
varieties sporadically undergo *s > a in penultimate syllables, and this happens
to different extents in different varieties. Alor Besar shows the most cases of *a
> a, while Munaseli has the most cases where *3 is retained unchanged. In
addition, PFL penultimate schwa is sometimes lost in PAL when it is directly
adjacent to other vowels, as seen in PFL *barat > PAL *baa? ‘heavy’. Here, PFL
schwa is changed into *a, resulting in *baa?. PAL *baa? ‘heavy’ is a
straightforward reflex of PFL *barat ‘heavy’ with regular *r > @ and final *-t > -7.

Table 5.55: Reflexes of penultimate PFL * in Alorese

‘fold” ‘three’ ‘salty’  ‘sugarcane’ ‘sun’ ‘hear’ ‘heavy’
PMP *lapat *talu  *ma-pazu *tabuh *qalojaw *daneR *ma-baRaqat
PFL *lapat *tolu  *m-padu *tevu *ladav  *denar *barat
PAL *lope? *talo *paro  *tawo *lara *dena *baa?
Kayang lape talo [...] tawo lora dana  ba?
Baranusa - talo paro tawo lera dona  baa
Munaseli lape? talo paro tewo lora dona  pa?
Alor Besar lape talo paro tafo lara dana  paa

Table 5.56 shows reflexes of PFL *3 in ultimate syllables. The change of PFL
final *a > PAL *e is regular. However, in the concept ‘hear’ (PFL *dayar), PFL *a
is changed into PAL *a, which is possibly conditioned by the PFL final *-r.
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Table 5.56: Reflexes of PFL ultimate *2 in Alorese

‘fold’ ‘itchy’  ‘black’ ‘sky’ ‘good’ ‘hear’

PMP *lopat *gatal *ma-qitam [...] *diqaq  *degeR
‘good, right’

PFL *lopat *gatar *mitam *kolom  *dika *dagar
PAL *lape? *gate?  *miten *kaley  *dike *dapa
Kayang lope gato miten - diken dana
Baranusa - gate miten - diken dana
Munaseli  lape? gate? miten kalen diken dona
Alor Besar lape gate mitep - diké dapa

5.4.10 The Proto-Alorese sound inventory

This section provides a summary of the reconstructed PAL sounds based on
regular correspondences in the Alorese varieties. Table 5.57 contains the PAL
vowels and Table 5.58 presents the consonant inventory of PAL.

Table 5.57: Vowel inventory of Proto-Alorese

Front Central Back

High *i *u
Mid *e *3 *o
Low *a

Table 5.58: Consonant inventory of Proto-Alorese

Labial Coronal Dorsal Glottal

Voiceless stops *p *t *k *7
Voiced stops *b *d *g

Affricate *dg

Fricative *y *h
Nasal *m *n *

Rhotic *r

Lateral *]
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5.5  Reconstruction of the sounds of Proto-Western-Lamaholot

In this section, I reconstruct the sounds of Proto-Western-Lamaholot (PWL) by
examining the reflexes of PFL in all Western Lamaholot (WL) varieties, including
the reconstructed PAL sounds. Here, PAL is placed on the same level as the other
WL varieties. Figure 5.5 below illustrates the relationship between PFL, PWL,
and PAL. The varieties Lewoingu, Lewolema, Adonara, and Lamalera are
included as representatives of the other WL varieties; they are not intended to
indicate subgrouping.

Figure 5.5: The relationship between PFL, PWL, and PAL

Proto-Flores-Lembata (PFL)

Sika Proto-Western-Lamaholot (PWL) Central Lamaholot EasternLamaholot Kedang

Lewoingu  Lewolema  Adonara Lamalera Proto-Alorese (PAL)

The WL forms used in this section are based on transcribed materials in
the LexiRumah database (Kaiping et al. 2019). This reconstruction of PWL
sounds is useful because it provides the context for establishing Alorese as a
separate subgroup within WL. In addition, it helps in determining whether a
given sound change in Alorese is exclusive or not.

5.5.1 Reflexes of PFL voiceless plosives in Western Lamaholot

5.5.1.1 Reflexes of PFL initial and intervocalic *p *t *k *?

Reflexes of PFL initial and intervocalic voiceless plosives are summarized in
Table 5.59. All PFL initial and intervocalic voiceless plosives are retained
unchanged in PWL, except for the PFL glottal stop, which is lost in PWL.
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Table 5.59: Reflexes of PFL initial and intervocalic voiceless plosives *p, *t, *k, and *?

Env., #_ V_V #_ V_V #_ V_V #_ V_V
PMP *p- *_p- i *_po *eo * o *q- *.g-
PFL *p- *p- *t- * - *k- * k- F- R
PWL *p- *-p- *t- *-t- *k- *k- 2 2
Lewoingu p p t t k %) %)
Lewolema p p t t k 7] 7]
Adonara p p ¢ ¢ k 7] 7]
Lamalera p p t t k k 7] 7]
PAL *p- *-p- *t- * - *k- *k- Q Q

Table 5.60 provides cognate sets that show examples of the reflexes of PFL
initial *p- in PWL. PFL initial *p- is retained unchanged in all varieties. In
Lewoingu, the final -k in the word paik ‘bitter’ is not a reflex of final *-t, but it
could indicate a change of *t > k.

Table 5.60: Reflexes of PFL initial *p- in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘seven’ ‘choose’ ‘walk’ ‘bitter’ ‘salty’
PMP *pitu *piliq *panaw  *ma-paqit  *ma-pazu
PFL *pitu *pili? *pana(v)  *m-pa?it *m-padu
PWL *pito *pile? *pana *pait *paro
Lewoingu pito pilo? pana paik paro
Lewolema pito pile pana pait pero
Adonara pito pile pana pait poro
Lamalera [...] [...] pana [...] [...]
PAL *pito *pile *pana *pai *paro

Table 5.61 shows examples of the reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-p-, which
is also retained unchanged in all WL varieties. The Lewoingu word lapak ‘to fold’
again shows the change of PFL final *-t > -k in Lewoingu.
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Table 5.61: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-p- in Western Lamaholot varieties

“fire’ ‘lime (stone)’ ‘wipe’ ‘thin (hon-human)  ‘fold’
PMP *hapuy  *qapuR *sapu *ma-nipis *lapat
PFL *api *Tapur *hapu *m-nipih-i *lopat
PWL *ape *Papu? *hapu *manipi *lapat
Lewoingu  ape? apu? [...] manipi lopak
Lewolema  ape apu - manipt lopat
Adonara fape fapu? [...] [...] lepet
Lamalera ape [...] hapu monipi [...]
PAL *ape *apu *hapo *manipi *lape?

Table 5.62 contains cognate sets that show reflexes of PFL initial *t-, which
is retained unchanged in all WL varieties. In the cognate set for the concept ‘egg’
(PFL *talur), the final -k in Lewolema and Adonara is not a reflex of PFL *-r, but
could be a fossilized possessive suffix.

Table 5.62: Reflexes of PFL initial *t- in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘rope’ ‘excrement’  ‘to steal’ ‘egg’ ‘earth’
PMP *talih *taqi *takaw *qatsluR *tanaq
PFL *tali? *tali *t<om>akav ~ *tolur *tana(?)
PWL *tale? *tae *tomaka *talu *tana
Lewoingu  tale tae tomaka telu tana
Lewolema tale tae tomaka taluk tana
Adonara tale? tae [..] teluk tana
Lamalera tale [...] [...] talu tana
PAL *tale *tae *tomaka *talulk *tana

Table 5.63 shows the reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-t-, which is retained
unchanged in all WL varieties.



Alorese historical phonology 187

Table 5.63: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-t- in Western Lamaholot varieties

“IPL.INCL’ ‘eye’ ‘liver’ ‘stone’  ‘black’ ‘louse’
PMP *kita *mata *qatay *batu  *gitem  *kutu
PFL *kita *mata *ate-n *vatu *mitom  *kutu
PWL *tite *mata *ate *wato  *mitan *kuto
Lewoingu tite mata ate|n wato mitan kuto
Lewolema tite mata até wato mité kuto
Adonara tite mata|k - wato mite kuto
Lamalera tite mata - fato mitan kuto
PAL *tite *mataly  *atelp *wato  *mitey  *kuto

Table 5.64 contains examples demonstrating the reflexes of PFL initial
*k- which is retained unchanged in all WL varieties.

Table 5.64: Reflexes of PFL initial *k- in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘1PL.EXCL”  ‘louse’ ‘wood’ ‘lightning’ ‘wing’
PMP *kami *kutu *kahiw *silap *kapak
PFL *kami *kutu *kayu *k|silap *kapik
PWL *kame *kuto *kayo *kalhilat *kapik
Lewoingu kame kuto kadso hila kopi | ?ip
Lewolema kame kuto kadso ko | hilat kopi | ?
Adonara kame kuto kadso ke| hilat kep | 7
Lamahora kame [...] kayo [...] kopi
Lamalera kame kuto [...] [...] kopi |k
PAL *kame *kuto *kadzo *hila *kapilk

Table 5.65 shows reflexes of intervocalic *-k-, which is also retained
unchanged in all WL varieties.
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Table 5.65: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-k- in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘fish’ ‘tail’ ‘to steal’ ‘civet cat’  ‘bat’

PMP *hikan *ikun *takaw [...] *paniki
PFL *ikan *ikur *t<om>akav ~ *laku [...]
PWL *ikay *iku? *tomaka *lako *panike
Lewoingu ikan iku?un tomaka lako panike
Lewolema ika ikii tomaka lako ponike
Adonara Pika Pik?ii [...] lako penike
Lamalera ika iku [...] [...] [...]

PAL *ikan *ikulk *tamaka *lako *panike

Table 5.66 shows reflexes of PFL initial*?-, which is lost in PWL. In Adonara,
the initial glottal stop is not likely phonemic, thus an initial glottal stop is not
reconstructed for PWL. In the concept ‘ash’, there is an insertion of PFL prefix
*ka-, which is fossilized at the level of PWL, and is retained in the Lewoingu and
Adonara varieties of WL, and is also reconstructed for PAL.

Table 5.66: Reflexes of PFL initial *?- in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘lime (stone)”  ‘ash’
PMP *gapuR *gabuk
PFL *Papur *Pavu
PWL *apu? *kalawu
Lewoingu apu? ka|awuk
Lewolema apu -
Adonara fapu? ke| Pawu
Lamalera [...] k|afu
PAL *apu *ka(r)|awu

Table 5.67 shows reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-7-, which is lost in PWL. The
PWL form *t<sn>ua ‘old’ has a nominalization infix, which is attested in the
daughter languages except for PAL. A glottal stop is inserted in Adonara, in the
word tonu?e ‘old’. The Adonara wordlist collected by Klamer (2015) shows a
number of unexpected glottal stops. Although PFL *m-tu?a ‘old’ has been
reconstructed with a medial glottal stop, I do not reconstruct the medial ? to
PWL as it appears that this is unlikely to be phonemic in Adonara.
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Table 5.67: Reflexes of intervocalic PFL *-7- in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘bitter’ ‘excrement’ ‘old’
PMP *ma-paqit  *taqi *ma-tuqas
PFL *m-pa?®it *tai *m-tu?a
PWL *pait *tae *t<on-ua
Lewoingu paik tae t<an>uen
Lewolema pait tae [...]
Adonara pait tae t<on>u’le
PAL *pai? *tae *tua

5.5.1.2 Reflexes of initial plosives following PFL *m-

The PFL stative prefix *m- is merged with following plosives in WL in various
ways. Table 5.68 shows reflexes of the PFL initial stative prefix *m-, which is lost
in the concepts ‘salty’ and ‘bitter’, but is fossilized in the concepts ‘full’ and
‘tinea’.

Table 5.68: Reflexes of the PFL initial *m-p in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘salty’ ‘bitter’ ‘full’ ‘tinea’
PMP *ma-qapsju  *ma-paqit *ma-panuq *ma-panaw
PFL *m-padu *m-pa?it *m-panu *m-panau
PWL *paro *pait *panu/*mlonu *m|anau
Lewoingu paro paik menun mau
Lewolema paro pait pont, mont -
Adonara pero pait peno menao
PAL *paro *pai *panoy *manau

In the concept ‘full’ in Table 5.68, PFL *m- is present in Lewoingu, but lost
in Lewolema and Adonara. In Lewolema, the word pani is a verb (‘to fill; to fill
until full’) and the form moani is the derived adjective (Pampus, 1999:296).
Whether similar semantic differences are present in other varieties of WL is
unknown, due to the preliminary nature of the data. For the concept ‘tinea’, PFL
*m- is fossilized in the Adonara word menao. It seems that the wordlists show
sporadic variation between derived forms with PFL *m- and underived forms
without PFL *m-.

Table 5.69 contains cognate sets showing the reflexes of PFL initial *m-t (<
PMP *ma-t) and initial *m- that go back to PMP *ma-q. In the reflexes of PFL
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*m-t, the stative prefix is lost completely and the initial plosive *t- is retained.

In addition, PFL *m- (< PMP *ma-q) is retained unchanged in PWL, because the
stative marker is already fossilized in PFL.

Table 5.69: Reflexes of the PFL initial *m-t and initial *m- (< PMP *ma-q) in PWL

‘ripe’ ‘old’ ‘alive’ ‘black’
PMP *ma-tasak *ma-tuqah *ma-qudip *ma-qitom
PFL *m-tasak *m-tu?a *modip *mitam
PWL *tahak *t<on>ua *mori *mitar)
Lewoingu taha tanuen mori mita|n
Lewolema tahak tonué mori mité
Adonara tahak tenu’e morit mite
PAL *tahak *tua *mori *miten

Table 5.70 summarizes the rules that apply to the historical development
of PMP *ma- followed by a root-initial plosive in PWL. As seen in the first and
second rows of the table, when PFL retains both the initial prefix *m- and the
initial plosive, often the initial prefix *m- is lost in PWL while the initial plosive
is retained; however, in some cases of PMP *ma-p, PWL reflexes show retention
of *m rather than the plosive. Meanwhile, the PFL *m- that goes back to PMP
*ma-q is retained unchanged in PWL, because the stative prefix is already
fossilized since PFL.

Table 5.70: Historical changes of PMP *ma-(plosive) in Proto-Western-Lamaholot

PMP PFL PWL
*ma-p > *m-p -~ *p/*m
*ma-t > *m-t -
*ma-q > *m- > *m-

5.5.1.3 Reflexes of PFL final *p *t *k *?

Reflexes of the PFL final plosives are summarized in Table 5.71. PFL final *-p is
retained in Lamahora, and thus can be reconstructed to PWL *-p. PFL *-7 is
retained unchanged in PWL, while PFL *-t and *-k are retained. PWL final *-t
changes into a glottal stop in PAL, but is retained as t in some WL varieties.
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Furthermore, the PWL final *-k is sometimes retained unchanged or weakened
into a glottal stop in the modern-day WL varieties.

Table 5.71: Reflexes of PFL final plosives in Western Lamaholot varieties

PMP *p *t *-k *-q/*-h
PFL *p *t *k *2/@
PWL *p -t *k 7
Lewoingu a k/o 17} 2/0
Lewolema 2 t k/? 2
Adonara a t k/? 2/0
Lamahora p t 1Y) a
Lamalera a t/ o k @
PAL % *-7 2 %

Table 5.72 contains a cognate set that shows the reflexes of the PFL final
*-p in WL. Lamahora appears to be conservative in this respect. The Adonara
final -t is unlikely to be a reflex of PFL *-p.

Table 5.72: Reflexes of PMP and PFL final *-p in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘alive’
PMP *ma-qudip
PFL *modip
PWL *morip
Lewoingu mori
Lewolema mori
Adonara mori|t
Lamahora morip
Lamalera mori
PAL *morilk

In Table 5.73, reflexes of PFL final *-t are presented. Here, the regular
sound change of PFL final *-t > PWL *-t > PAL *-7 is attested. In some WL varieties,
such as Lewolema and Adonara, PFL final *-t is retained, but in other varieties,
it is lost. Lewoingu allows for PFL *-t > k/@, while in Lamalera, the word bata
‘heavy’ has undergone consonant metathesis, with subsequent loss of the glottal
stop, thus PWL *ba?at > *bata? > bata.
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Table 5.73: Reflexes of PFL final *-t in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘skin’ ‘root’ ‘bitter’ ‘fold’ ‘heavy’
PMP *kulit *Ramut *ma-paqit  *lopat *ma-baRaqat
PFL *kulit *ramut *m-pa?it *lapat *barat
PWL *kulit *ramut *pait *lopet *balat
Lewoingu kuli ramu paik lopak bara
Lewolema kulit amut pait lopat balat
Adonara - lamut pait lepet balat
Lamahora kulit amuta [...] [...] barat
Lamalera - ramut [...] [...] bata
PAL *kulilk *ramulk *pai? *lape? *baa?

Table 5.74 shows reflexes of PFL final *-k, which evidently can be
reconstructed to PWL *-k. In the cognate set for ‘wing’, the final plosive is
sometimes weakened into a glottal stop. This lenition could be due to
suffixation, but this is uncertain; in other cases, a V-initial suffix would also just

attach to a C-final stem, for example kapikip ‘wing’ in Alor Besar Alorese, here
seen in Lewoingu kapi?lin ‘wing’.

Table 5.74: Reflexes of PFL final *-k in Western Lamaholot varieties

’

‘sea

‘chicken’

‘ripe’ ‘wing’
PMP *tasik *manuk *ma-tasak *kapak
PFL *tahik *manuk *m-tasak *kapik
PWL *tahik *manuk *tahak *kapik
Lewoingu tahi manu taha kapi?|in
Lewolema tahik manuk tahak kapi?
Adonara - manuk tahak kep?|i
Lamahora tahi [...] [...] kopi
Lamalera - [...] [...] kapik
PAL *tahi *manuly *taha *kapilk

Reflexes of PFL final *-7 (< PMP *-q/*-h) are presented in Table 5.75. The
final glottal stop is retained unchanged in PWL, although it is lost in most of the
modern-day languages. It is important to note, however, that a final glottal stop
could be inserted generally after final vowels; this type of laryngeal insertion at
prosodic boundaries is common across languages (Blevins, 2008:87).
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Table 5.75: Reflexes of PFL final *-? in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘choose’  ‘white’ ‘rope’
PMP *piliq *budaq  *talih
PFL *pili? *buda? *tali?
PWL *pile? *bura? *tale?
Lewoingu pilo? bura tale
Lewolema pile bura tale
Adonara pile bura? tale?
Lamahora [...] bur?a tale
Lamalera [...] bura tale
PAL *pile *buralk  *tale

5.5.2 Reflexes of PFL fricatives *v *s *h in Western Lamaholot

5.5.2.1 Reflexes of PFL *v

This section presents reflexes of PFL *v in all positions in WL. Table 5.76
demonstrate that PFL *v is retained as w and f in initial and intervocalic
positions, but lost completely in final position. The sound change of PWL *w > f,
similar to Straits Alorese varieties (cf. §5.4.2.1), is found in Lamalera.

Table 5.76: Reflexes of PFL *v in PWL in all positions

Env. #_ V_V _#
PMP *w- *w- *w
PFL *y- *oy- *oy
PWL *w- *w- %
Lewoingu w w 1]
Lewolema w w 1]
Adonara w w 19
Lamalera f f 1]
PAL *w *w @

Table 5.77 shows examples of the reflexes of the PFL initial *w-, which is
regularly retained as w in most varieties, but as f in Lamalera and adjacent

varieties.
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Table 5.77: Reflexes of PFL initial *v- in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘moon’  ‘stone’  ‘mouth’ ‘body’ ‘corn’ ‘fat’
PMP *bulan  *batu *bagbaq [...] [...] [..]
PFL *vulan  *vatu *yava?? *vaki *vatar *vodalk
PWL *wulan  *wato *wava *wokily  *wata?  *woralk
Lewoingu wula wato wava|n woki|n wata wora|n
Lewolema wulan wato wava [...] [...] wora
Adonara wula wato wsva | kst wekilket — wata? [...]
Lamalera [...] fato fefa [...] [..] fora
PAL *wulap  *wato *wavaly *wokilp  *wata?  *woralk

Table 5.78 contains examples that show reflexes of the PFL intervocalic
*-v-, which is also retained as intervocalic w or f.

Table 5.78: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-v- in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘ash’ ‘sugarcane’  ‘pig’ ‘fishing hook’”  ‘nine’
PMP *qabuk *tabuh *pbabuy  *kawil *siwa
PFL *lavu *tavu *vavi *kavil *siva
PWL *kolawu *towo *wawe *kawil *hiwa
Lewoingu ka|awuk towo wawe kawi hiwa
Lewolema - [..] [..] [...] hiwa
Adonara ke| Pawu tewo wawe [...] [...]
Lamalera k|afu [...] fafe [...] hifa
PAL *ka(r)|awu  *towo *vawe *kawil hiva

Regular loss of PFL final *-v in all Alorese varieties is shown in Table 5.79.
In the cognate set for PFL *ladav ‘sun; day’, the Lewoingu word laora: ‘sun; day’
and the Lewolema word rara ‘sun; day’ contain a lengthened final vowel a. It is
plausible that this lengthening is a remnant of PFL final *-w (i.e.compensatory
lengthening). Therefore, a lengthened final *-a:/*-aa is reconstructed for PWL.

22 In Fricke (2019:471) PFL *vava ‘mouth’ ( < PMP *bagbaq ‘mouth’).
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Table 5.79: Loss of PEL final *-v in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘to go; walk’ ‘to steal’ ‘sun; day’
PMP *panaw *takaw *qalojaw
PFL *pana(v) *t<om>akav *|5day
PWL *pana *tomaka *|araa
Lewoingu pana tomaka lora:
Lewolema pana tomaka rora:
Adonara pana [...] rera
Lamalera pana [] lora
PAL *pana *tamaka *5ra

5.5.2.2 Merger of PFL initial and intervocalic *h and *s > PWL *h

Here, merger of PFL initial and intervocalic *h/*s into PWL *h is discussed. Table
5.80 summarizes the reflexes. It can be seen that PFL initial and intervocalic *s
and *h are merged into PWL *h. PWL *h is also reflected regularly in the
modern-day languages, except in Lamalera, in which intervocalic -h- is lost.

Table 5.80: Merge of PFL *-h-/*-s- > *-h- in Western Lamaholot varieties

Env. #_ V_V
PMP *s- *s-
PFL *s-/*h- *-s-/*-h-
PWL *h- *_h-
Lewoingu h h
Lewolema h h
Adonara h h
Lamalera h 19
PAL *h- *_h-

Table 5.81 shows examples of the merger of PFL *s-/*h > PWL *h- in initial
position. For the concept ‘3pL’, PAL retains the PFL initial *h-, but the remaining
WL varieties lose the initial syllable.
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Table 5.81: Merger of PFL initial *h- and *s- > PWL *h-

‘nine’ ‘same’ ‘wipe’ ‘3PL
PMP *s- *siwa *sama *sapu *si-ida
PFL *s-/*h- *siva *sama *hapu *hida
PWL *h *hiwa *hama *hapu *hira
Lewoingu h hiwa hama - ra:
Lewolema h hiwa hama - rale
Adonara h hiwa hama [...] ra’e
Lamalera h [..] [...] hapu rae

L’

PAL *h *hiwa *hama *hapo *hire

Examples of the merger of PFL intervocalic *-h-/*-s- > PWL *-h- are
presented in Table 5.82. The examples indicate that the merger is regular in all
WL varieties. In Lamalera, PFL intervocalic *-h- is usually lost completely.
However, in the Lamalera word hik ‘meat’, PFL intervocalic *-h- becomes initial
h-.

Table 5.82: Merger of PFL *-h- and *-s- > PWL *-h-

‘breast’ ‘ripe’ ‘navel’ ‘mat’ ‘dog’ ‘flower’ ‘meat’
PMP *s- *susu  *ma-tasak *pusoj [...] *asu  *pusup? *isi
PFL *.s-/*h- *(t)Jusu *m-tasak *pusar *osan *ahu *puhun *ihi-k
PWL *h-  *tuho *tahak  *ke|puhur *ohan *aho *puhu *ihi-k
Lewoingu h tuho taha kopuhur ~ ohap  aho? - -
Lewolema h tuho tahak kopuhu(r) - aho  puhi ihilk
Adonara h tuho tahak kepuhuret Pohd  ?aho [..] ihi|k
Lamalera 17 [...] [...] [...] [...] ao pu hilk
PAL *h  *tuhu *tahak  *puhor  *ohap *aho *puhuly *ihi

5.5.3 Reflexes of PFL affricate *dz in Western Lamaholot

The forms presented in Table 5.83 show that PFL *dz regularly becomes PWL *r
in initial position. No intervocalic and final *-dg sounds are reconstructed for
PFL. PAL *mare|y is a metathesis of the PWL *rama ‘night’.

2 PMP *pusun means ‘heart; heart of banana plant’
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Table 5.83: Reflexes of PFL dffricate *dz in Western Lamaholot varieties

Env. #_ ‘two’ ‘night’ ‘mountain-wards’

PMP *d *duha [...] [...]

PFL *dz *dgua #dgoma #dgae

PWL *r *rua *roma *rae

Lewoingu r rua romaran [...]

Lewolema r [...] rema rae

Adonara r rua rema? [...]

Lamalera r [.] rema [...]

PAL *r *rua *mare|n *rae

5.5.4 Reflexes of PFL voiced obstruent *b *d *g in Western Lamaholot

This section presents the reflexes of PFL initial and intervocalic voiced
obstruents *b, *d, and *g in WL. Table 5.84 provides an overview of the reflexes.
All PFL initial voiced obstruents are retained unchanged in WL. The same
applies to PFL intervocalic *-b- and *-g-. However, the PFL intervocalic *-d- (<
PMP merger *d/*j) is changed into r in all WL varieties.

Table 5.84: Reflexes of PFL voiced obstruents *b, *d, and *g in Western Lamaholot varieties

Env. #_ V_V #_ V_V #_ V_V
PMP *b- * - *q- *d/*J *g_ *_g_
PFL *b- *-b- *d- *-d- *g- *-g-
PWL *b *b- *d- *r- *g- *-g-
Lewoingu b b d r g [..]
Lewolema b b d r g g

Adonara b b d r g [..]
Lamalera b b d r g [...]
PAL *b- *b- *d- *r- *g- *-g-

Table 5.85 contains reflexes of PFL initial and intervocalic *b. The forms
show that PFL *b is regularly retained as b in all WL varieties.
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Table 5.85: Reflexes of PFL initial and intervocalic *b in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘white’ ‘pound’ ‘thousand’ ‘shirt’
PMP *budaq *bayu *Ribu [...]
PFL *buda? *bayu *ribu *labur
PWL *bura *bayo *ribu *labu
Lewoingu bura bayo [...] labu
Lewolema bura badso ribu labu
Adonara bura(|)? badso ribu labu
Lamalera bura [...] [...] [...]
PAL *bura *badzo *ribu *labu

PFL initial and intervocalic *g are also retained unchanged in WL varieties,
as shown in Table 5.86. In the cognate set for PFL *giki ‘bite’, the PAL form *gaki
seems to have undergone vowel metathesis compared to the rest of the WL
varieties, which have gike ‘bite’ (cf. §5.7.4). The vowel *i is reconstructed as it
appears in both positions in PFL.

Table 5.86: Reflexes of PFL initial and intervocalic *q in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘itchy’ ‘bite’ ‘divide’
PMP *gatal *kitkit *bagagi
PFL *gatar *giki *bagi
PWL *gata? *gike *bage
Lewoingu gato gike -
Lewolema gata|k gike bage
Adonara gata|k gike -
Lamalera [..] [...] -
PAL *gate? *gaki *bage

Table 5.87 contains examples that show reflexes of PFL initial and
intervocalic *d in WL. The table shows that PFL initial *d- is retained unchanged
in all WL varieties. In PAL, the form *dike has gone through a semantic change
from meaning ‘good’ in PFL to meaning ‘right side’. This is plausible given that,
in the Alorese culture, things that are considered good or decent are commonly
associated with the right side. For example, the right hand is called the ‘good’
hand. This is also a very common semantic association cross-linguistically. The
PFL intervocalic *-d- is changed into r in all WL varieties. The same sound
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change is attested in some of the neighboring languages of Flores Lembata,
which include Sika and Eastern Lamaholot (Fricke, 2019:186).

Table 5.87: Reflexes of PFL initial and intervocalic *d in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘far’ ‘good’  ‘hear’  ‘day;sun’ ‘dry’ ‘alive’  ‘3PL/

PMP [...] *diqaq *depgeR *qalojaw *maja ;ﬁl;l_p *si-ida
PFL *doa  *dike  *deger *ladav *mada *m-odip *hida
PWL *doaly *dike  *dopa  *lora: *mara *mori  *hira
Lewoingu  doap [..] - bra: mara mori ra:
Lewolema dod dike - rora mara mori rale
Adonara doa [...] depe?  rera marra mori|t  ra’le
Lamalera  doe [..] dona  lra mara morti rae

‘good;

r%ght side’ o
PAL *doan *dikeln *dena  *lora *mara *morilk  *hire

5.5.5 Reflexes of PFL nasals *m *n * in Western Lamaholot

5.5.5.1 PFL initial and intervocalic nasals

In this section, reflexes of PFL nasals *m, *n, and *n in WL are discussed. Table
5.88 shows an overview of reflexes of the PFL nasals, which indicates that the
PFL nasals are retained without any changes in PWL.

Table 5.88: Reflexes of PFL nasals in Western Lamaholot varieties

Env. #_ #_ V_V V_V V_V
PMP *p-/n- *m- *_n- *1- *-m-
PFL *n- *m- *n- *-q- *-m-
PWL *n- *m- *-n- *1- *-m-
Lewoingu n m n n m
Lewolema n m n n m
Adonara n m n 0 m
Lamalera n m n n m
PAL *n- *m- *n-  *p-/[*pg- F-m-

Table 5.89 contains examples of the reflexes of PFL initial *n- and *m-.
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Table 5.89: Reflexes of PFL initial *n- and *m- in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘name’ ‘swim’ ‘eye’ ‘alive’ ‘banana’

PMP *pajan *nanuy *mata *ma-qudip  [...]

PFL *nadan *napi *mata *modip *muku
PWL *naray *nayge *mata *morip *muko
Lewoingu nara nane mata mori muko
Lewolema nara nage mata mori [...]
Adonara nara nane mata|k mori|t muko
Lamahora narai nane mata|ka morip [..]
Lamalera nararn nane mata mori [...]

PAL *nararn *nange *mata *mori *muko

Table 5.90 contains examples that show reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-n-,
*p-, and *-m- in WL. The forms in the table demonstrate that all PFL
intervocalic nasals are retained unchanged in PWL.

Table 5.90: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic nasals in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘drink’  ‘weave’ ‘swim’  ‘wind’  ‘hear’ root’ ‘skin; ,
bark of tree

PMP *inum  [...] *naguy  *hapgin *depgsR *Ramut [...]
PFL *-inu *tani  *napi *apiy  *deger *ramut *kamak
PWL *-enu  *tane *nage  *agin  *depo? *ramut *kamak
Lewoingu -enupn tane nane apin - ramu L]
Lewolema -enu tane  nape api - amut kama?
Adonara -enu tane  nape fani dege? ~ Pamut kamaket
Lamalera -enu [...] nane ani dopa ~ ramut kama
PAL *-enuly *tane *nagge *agiy  *depa *ramulk *kama

5.5.5.2 PFL final nasals

Table 5.91 contains examples showing reflexes of PFL final nasals in WL. The PFL
final *-n is retained in all varieties, but is sometimes lost in Lewoingu,
Lewolema, and Adonara. The PFL final velar nasal is retained unchanged in
Lewoingu and Alorese, but lost in the other varieties. In addition, the PFL final
*-m is retained as m only in Ile Ape, but becomes -1 in Lewoingu and Lamalera
and is lost in Lewolema and Adonara.
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Table 5.91: Reflexes of PFL final nasals Western Lamaholot varieties

Env. _# _# _#
PMP *n *1 *-m
PFL *n *p *-m
PWL *n *q *-m
Lewoingu n/0 n n
Lewolema n/0 1) 1)
Adonara /0 1) 1)
Ile Ape n n m
Lamalera 1) n /0
PAL *-p *-p *-p

Table 5.92 contains examples showing the reflexes of PFL final nasals.

Table 5.92: Reflexes of PFL final nasals in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘moon’  ‘rain’ ‘nose’ ‘moringa’  ‘black’ ‘sky’
PMP *bulan *quzan % uy [...] *ma-qgitam *kelom
PFL *vulan *udan *(n)iduy  *motoy *mitom *kalom
PWL *wulan ~ *uran  *(n)irupy  *motoy  *mitem *kalom
Lewoingu wula uran irup moton mitan kalop
Lewolema wulan urd irt [...] mité kale
Adonara wula surarp iru|net moto mite k3ls
Ile Ape [...] uran irup [...] mitom kalom
Lamalera [...] ura nirun [...] mitarn kala
PAL *wulay ~ *urap *niru *motoy *miten *kalep

PFL final *-n is retained unchanged in PWL, but becomes 1 in most of the
varieties. However, Lewolema and Ile Ape appear to be more conservative
because they retain PFL final *-n as n. Thus, final *-n is reconstructed for PWL.
Furthermore, PFL final *-p is also retained unchanged in PWL, as shown in the
concepts ‘nose’ and ‘moringa’. The PFL final *-m is lost in the majority of WL
varieties. However, Ile Ape retains the final -m as shown in the words mitam
‘black’ and kalom ‘sky’. Ile Ape is also conservative in retaining PFL final *-m.
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5.5.6 Reflexes of PFL liquids *1 and *r in Western Lamaholot

Table 5.93 contains an overview of the reflexes of PFL liquids in WL. The PFL
initial and intervocalic *1 is retained-unchanged in PWL. There is a split of PWL
initial *I- > I/r in Lewolema and Adonara. No reflexes of PFL final *-1 are attested
in WL varieties outside of Alorese. However, *-1 can be reconstructed for PWL
since a PAL final *-1 has already been reconstructed (cf. §5.4.6). In addition, PFL
*r becomes *? in PWL; Fricke (2019:207) argues that this change is complete in
intervocalic and final position, but incomplete in initial position.

Table 5.93: Reflexes of PFL liquids *] and *r in Western Lamaholot varieties

Env. #_ V_V _# #_ V_V _#
PMP *]- *]- *] *R- *R- *R
PFL *]- *.]- *] *p- *r- *r
PWL *]- *]- *] *r- *7- *
Lewoingu l l [...] r ? ?
Lewolema Ur l [...] r/0 ? /0
Adonara Ur l [...] r/? ? ?
Lamalera [ l [.] r a
PAL *]- *]- *] *p- 4] [0

Table 5.94 contains examples showing the reflexes of PFL initial and
intervocalic *1. Based on the data presented in the table, I conclude that PFL *]
in both positions is retained unchanged in the majority of WL varieties, except
Lewolema and Adonara. In the cognate sets for PFL *ladav ‘day; sun’ and *lalan
‘road’, the PFL initial *1- becomes r in Lewolema and Adonara due to assimilation
of the following intervocalic r. For the concept ‘road’, an additional point should
be addressed: the change from PMP *zalan > PWL *lara(n) may have involved
consonant metathesis, where PMP *zalan > PFL *dalan > PWL *laran, with the
regular change *d > *r. Some WL varieties show assimilation of the initial liquid,
as shown in rard (Lewolema and Adonara), while some (e.g. Lewoingu) do not
show assimilation. Furthermore, PFL intervocalic *-1- is retained in all WL
varietiess as seen in the cognate sets for ‘egg’, ‘rope’, and ‘choose’.
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Table 5.94: Reflexes of PFL initial and intervocalic *| in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘tear’  ‘testicles’ ‘day;sun’ ‘road’  ‘egg’ ‘rope’  ‘choose’
PMP *luhaq *lassR  *qalsjaw  *zalan *qatsluR *talih *piliq
PFL *luu *lahelk  *ladav *dalan®* *talur *tali?  *pili?
PWL *lou *ahalk  *ara; *lara(n) *tslu *tale? *pile?
Lewoingu lou|p [...] lra: larap telu tale pila?
Lewolema lou|n [...] rora rara tolu|k tale pile
Adonara I6 lahak rera rard telu|k tale?  pile
Lamalera [..] [...] bra lara tolu tale [...]
PAL *loulp  *lahalk  *lora *lara *talulk ~ *tale *pile

Table 5.95 contains examples that show reflexes of PFL initial *r- in WL,
which is regularly retained as r but becomes 7/0 in some of the modern-day
languages, such as Lewolema and Adonara. In the PFL cognate *ruma ‘house’,
the PFL initial *r- is retained as a glottal stop in PWL. Since only one example is
attested, I consider this change to be irregular.

Table 5.95: Reflexes of PFL initial *r- in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘root’ ‘thousand’ ‘house’
PMP *Ramut *Ribu *Rumaq
PFL *ramut *ribu *ruma
PWL *ramut *ribu *2uma
Lewoingu ramu [...] umay ‘hole’
Lewolema amut ribu -
Adonara Zamut ribu -
Lamalera ramut [...] -
PAL *ramu *ribu *2uma

Examples of reflexes of PFL intervocalic and final *r are given in Table 5.96.
PFL intervocalic and final *r becomes a glottal stop at the level of PWL and is
lost completely in PAL. In the cognate set for PFL *ikur ‘tail’, the final glottal
stop is an inherited sound; it is retained when followed by a suffix, but lost in
other contexts.

2 1n Fricke (2019:479); PFL *lalan ‘road; path way’.



204 A history of Alorese (Austronesian)

Table 5.96: Reflexes of PFL intervocalic *-r- in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘red’ ‘turtle’ ‘run’ ‘lime’ ‘tail’
PMP *RaRa [...] *laRiw *qapuR *ikup
PFL *meran *kera *plari *Papur  Fikur
PWL *meTan *kela *plate *apu? *iku?
Lewoingu mela kela palare apu? iku?|up
Lewolema  mefa [...] pala’e apu? ikii
Adonara [...] kela palale Papu? Pik?| i
Lamalera mea [...] [...] [...] iku
PAL *mear *kea *plae *apu *ikulk

5.5.7 Reflexes of PFL approximant *y [ j ] in Western Lamaholot

The reflexes of PFL *y [j] in WL are presented in Table 5.97. PFL *y is only
reconstructed in intervocalic position. PFL *y [j] is retained unchanged in PWL
but sometimes becomes dz in the modern-day varieties.

Table 5.97: Reflexes of PFL approximants in Western Lamaholot varieties

Env. V_V ‘sail’ ‘tree’ ‘bedbug’”  ‘pound’  ‘wave’
PMP *y *layaR  *kahiw  [...] *bayu [...]
PFL *y *layar  *kayu *tomayuy *bayu *(Doyor
PWL *y *laya?  *kayo *tomayun  *bayo *oyo(?)
Lewoingu y laya? [...] tamayun bayo oyo
Lewolema & ladga kadso [...] badso [...]
Adonara y/ds ladga? kayo temayii badgo [...]
Lamalera & [..] kadso [...] [..] [..]
PAL *dz *ladga *kadgo *tamadgug *bado *ondgo

There seems to be an ongoing change of PFL *y > d3 in WL. However, the
change is complete only in PAL and possibly in Lamalera and Lewolema. In

Adonara, reflexes of PFL *y as y are sporadically attested, such as in tamayii
‘bedbug’. Most Adonara forms display the change from PWL *y > d3. In Lewoingu,
retention of PWL *y as y is regular, indicating that the variety of Lewoingu is
conservative in this respect.
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5.5.8 PFL vowels in Western Lamaholot

In this section, I discuss the WL reflexes of PFL vowels. In non-final position, PFL
*a, *i, *u, and *o are retained unchanged. Final PFL *-a is also retained
unchanged in all WL varieties. In final position, PFL *-i undergoes regular
change to PWL *-e, while PFL *-u becomes PWL *-o. Table 5.98 summarizes the
reflexes of PFL vowels.

Table 5.98: Reflexes of PFL vowels *a, *i, *u, and *o in Western Lamaholot varieties

Non-final Final

PMP *a *i *u [...] *a  Fif*fuy *u
PFL *a *i *u *o *a * *u/*o
PWL *a *i *u *o *q *e *o
Lewoingu a i u o a e 0
Lewolema a i u 0 a e o
Adonara a i u 0 a e 0
Lamalera a i u o a e o
PAL *a *i *u *o *a *e *0

Table 5.99 provides examples of reflexes of PFL non-final *a, *i, *u, and *o,
which are retained unchanged in all WL varieties.

Table 5.99: Reflexes of PFL non-final *a, *i, *u, and *o in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘lime

‘bitter’  ‘fire’ “1PL.INCL’ ‘wind’ . ‘louse’ ‘far’ ‘mat’
(stone)

PMP *ma-paqit *hapuy *kita  *hapgin *qapuR *kutu [..] [...]
PFL *m-palit *api  *kita  *apip *Papur *kutu *doa  *osan
PWL *pait *ape  *tite *anin  *Tapu? *kuto *doaly *ohap
Lewoingu paik ape? tite anin apu? kuto  doalp ohap
Lewolema pait ape tite ani apu kuto  doa -
Adonara  pait fape tite Pani Japu?  kuto  doa Poha
Lamalera [...] ape tite ani [..] kuto  doe [.]

*

PAL *pai *ape  *tite *apin  *apu *kuto *doaly *ohan

Table 5.100 shows reflexes of PFL final *-a, *-i, and *-u in WL. The change
of PFL final *-i > PWL *e and PFL final *-u > PAL *o is regular.
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Table 5.100: Reflexes of PFL final *a, *i, and *u in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘dry’ ‘eye’ ‘excrement’ ‘swim’ ‘stone’ ‘civet cat’
PMP *ma-maja  *mata  *taqi *naguy  *batu *laku
PFL *mada *mata  *ta?i *napi *vatu *laku
PWL *mara *mata  *tae *nane *wato *lako
Lewoingu  mara mata tae nape wato lako
Lewolema marg mata tae nane wato lako
Adonara  ma’ra matalk tae nane wato lako
Lamalera  mara mata (-] nane fato [.]
PAL *mara *mata  *tae *nange  *wato *lako

Table 5.101 summarizes reflexes of PFL *3 in penultimate and ultimate
syllables. PFL schwa in both syllable positions is retained unchanged in PWL.
Lewolema and Adonara have undergone an irregular change of PFL schwa > e in
penultimate and ultimate syllables. PAL is the only WL branch that has
completely changed the ultimate PFL *s into PAL *e (cf. §5.4.9).

Table 5.101: Reflexes of PFL penultimate and ultimate *2 in Western Lamaholot varieties

Env. Penultimate Ultimate
PMP *3 *

PFL *3 *
PWL *3 *
Lewoingu 2

Lewolema afe a/e
Adonara o/e a/e
Lamalera 2

PAL *3 *

Table 5.102 shows reflexes of penultimate PFL *3 in WL varieties. The
irregular change of PWL *3 > e is seen in the examples for Lewolema and
Adonara. This change is attested in almost all the Adonara examples, but only

in one of the Lewolema examples.
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Table 5.102: Reflexes of PFL penultimate *2 in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘fold’

‘egg’ ‘salty’ ‘body’ ‘sugarcane’
PMP *qateluR ~ *ma-pazu  *lapat [...] *tabuh
PFL *talur *m-padu *lapat *vaki *tavu
PWL *talu *paro *lapat *wakilp  *tawo
Lewoingu telu paro lopak wakin towo
Lewolema talu|k pero lapat [..] [..]
Adonara telu|k paro lepet wekiket tewo
Lamalera talu [..] [..] [..] [..]
PAL *talulk *paro *lape? *wakily  *tawo

Table 5.103 shows reflexes of PFL ultimate *s in WL varieties. The examples
again demonstrate the irregular change of PWL *3 > ¢ is attested in Lewolema

and Adonara. In addition, there is an irregular change of PWL *3 > a in the

Adonara word for ‘six’.

Table 5.103: Reflexes of PFL ultimate *a in Western Lamaholot varieties

‘fold’ ‘black’ ‘fold’ ‘itchy’ ‘hear’ ‘six’
PMP *lapat *qitem  *lapat *gatal *donaR  *anam
PFL *lapat *mitem  *lopat *gater *depar  *anam
PWL *lopat *mitey *lopet *gate? *dapa *namu
Lewoingu lopak mitan lopa|k gata - namun
Lewolema lopat mité lopat gata|k - nem(e)
Adonara lepet mite lepet gata|k dene? namu
Lamalera [.] mitan [.] [.] dona [.]
PAL *lape?  *miten  *lape? *gate? *depa  *namu

5.5.9 The Proto-Western-Lamaholot phoneme inventory

Based on the regular correspondences in WL varieties, it is possible to
reconstruct the PWL sounds. The PWL vowel inventory is shown in Table 5.104,
and the PWL consonant inventory is given in Table 5.105.
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Table 5.104: Vowel inventory of Proto-Western-Lamaholot

Front Central Back

High *i *u
Mid *e *3 *o
Low *a

Table 5.105: Consonant inventory of Proto-Western-Lamaholot

Labial Coronal Dorsal Glottal

Voiceless stops ~ *p *t *k *?
Voiced stops *b *d *g

Fricative *v *h
Nasal *m *n *

Rhotic *r

Lateral ]

Approximant *y [j]

5.6  Sound changes attested in PWL and PAL

Bottom-up reconstructions of Proto-Western-Lamaholot (PWL) and Proto-Alore
(PAL) sounds and lexical items have been discussed in Section 5.4 and Section
5.5. Here, I summarize the sound changes leading to PWL and PAL.

Table 5.106 contains a list of PWL sounds, together with their PFL sources
and the sound changes that are reconstructed between PFL and PWL.

Table 5.106: Sound changes from PFL to PWL

PFL source PWL Position Type of change
*h/*s *h initial and intervocalic merger
*d *r- intervocalic lenition
*dz (marginal) *p- initial lenition
*r *? intervocalic and final lenition
i *e final vowel lowering
*u *o final vowel lowering
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Among these changes, the change of PFL *r > PWL *7 is the only one that is
exclusively shared by (all) WL varieties. The other changes are also attested in
the other subgroups in the Flores-Lembata family, and are thus not exclusive to
WL.

Table 5.107 lists the sound changes leading to PAL, along with the sound
changes that are reconstructed between PWL and PAL. The change of PWL *-t >
*-7 is exclusively found in PAL. However, the changes of PWL *y > *dz and PWL
*a > *e are not exclusive to PAL, as they are also attested in the other WL
varieties, though these changes are apparently incomplete (cf. §5.7.1).

Table 5.107: Sound changes from PWL to PAL

PWL source PAL Position Type of change
*t *o final lenition
*y *dg initial and intervocalic strengthening
*3 *e final syllable vowel lowering

5.7  Evidence for Alorese as a subgroup

In this section, I summarize the evidence for the establishment of Alorese as a
subgroup within Western Lamaholot (WL); in other words, the innovations
leading to the split of PAL from PWL. The Alorese subgroup comprises the
varieties of Kayang, Beang Onong, Baranusa, Wailawar, Pandai, Bana,
Helangdohi, Munaseli, Ternate, Buaya, Alor Besar, Alor Kecil, and Dulolong.

There are two criteria which a certain innovation has to meet in order to
be considered evidence for an Alorese subgroup. First, the innovation should
only be found in Alorese and not in the other WL varieties. Second, the
innovation should be attested in the majority of Alorese varieties. Based on
these criteria, the evidence for an Alorese subgroup includes one exclusively
shared sound change (cf. §5.7.1), grammatical innovation of the plural word hire
(cf 85.7.2), lexical replacement (cf. §5.7.3), and metathesis (cf. §5.7.4).

5.7.1 Exclusively shared sound change

The Alorese subgroup displays the following exclusively shared sound change:
a) PWL *t>PAL*?/ #

None of the Alorese varieties retains PWL final *-t as t. The varieties in
northeast Pantar retain it as a glottal stop and some varieties at the western and
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eastern edges have lost it completely (cf. §5.4.1.4). When a suffix is
reconstructed to PAL, the final glottal stop is also lost in suffixes that can be
reconstructed to PAL. For example, in PFL *kulit ‘skin’ > PAL *kuli|k, the reflex
of PFL final *-t is lost in the presence of the fossilized suffix in PAL.

Apart from this regular change, there are other sound changes in PAL that
are regular and complete in Alorese, but sporadic in other WL varieties. These
changes are PWL *y > PAL *d3 in initial and intervocalic position and PWL *3 >
PAL *e in ultimate syllable position.

b) PWL *y > PAL *dz in initial and intervocalic position
c) PWL *3>PAL *e in ultimate syllable position

As these changes are attested in other WL varieties, they do not meet the
crterion of being exclusive to Alorese. However, in other WL varieties, it is
uncertain whether these sound changes are complete, incomplete, or absent.
For example, the Adonara variety sometimes retains PWL *y as y, as seen in the
Adonara word temayii (< PWL *tamayun) ‘bedbug’. Possibly, the change PWL *y
> dg is completed sporadically in Lamalera, but due to the preliminary nature of
the data, it is too early to say. Therefore, it can be proposed that the change of
PWL *y > &z in several varieties is, so far, partial or incomplete, while in Alorese,
this change is already completed. Similarly, the change of PWL *o > e is complete
in Alorese, but in other WL varieties, it may be complete, incomplete, or absent.

These changes between Alorese and several WL varieties may indicate a
higher level subgrouping than PAL; that is, a subgroup that would comprise
several WL varieties along with PAL. However, since the focus of the present
study is PAL, this issue will not be discussed further here.

5.7.2 Grammatical innovation: Plural word

Alorese has undergone structural change in the use of the plural word hire ‘PL’
and the pronoun we ‘3pL’ (Moro, 2018; cf. §4.3.3.3). Table 5.108 outlines the origin
of the Alorese plural word and the forms of the 3pL pronoun in Alorese.
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Table 5.108: Plural word and 3rd person plural in Alorese

‘3PL’
PMP *si ida
PFL *hida
PWL *hira
‘PL ‘3PL; person’
PAL *hire *we
Kayang hire we
Baranusa hire we
Munaseli hire we
Alor Besar hire fe

The Alorese plural word hire goes back to the PMP form *si ida ‘3pL’ > PFL
*hida ‘3pL’, which becomes a plural word in PAL. This grammaticalization of the
third person plural pronoun to a plural word is proposed to be the result of
contact with the neighboring Papuan Alor-Pantar languages (Moro, 2018). This
change has only happened in Alorese and is not found in any of the other WL
languages.

In addition, alorese has innovated a third person plural pronoun we ‘3pL,
which is of unknown origin. This form can be reconstructed to PAL *we, which
seems to be cognate with the Lewoingu plural marker -wé ‘3pL’. However, Fricke,
(2019:319) suggests that this plural marker in Lewoingu is infrequent, since it
only appears in two examples in the grammar of Lewoingu by Nishiyama and
Kelen (2007).

In conclusion, the use of the plural word hire and the innovation of a new
third person plural pronoun we, which are only attested in Alorese, lend support
the hypothesis that Alorese is a separate subgroup within WL.

5.7.3 Lexical replacement

Alorese varieties also share some lexical replacements that further support the
establishment of an Alorese subgroup. Table 5.109 contains several examples of
lexical replacements in Alorese. These lexical items are identified as
innovations because they are inherited neither from PWL nor from a higher-
level ancestor language.
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Table 5.109: Examples of lexical innovation in Alorese

‘to cook’ ‘heart’ ‘wash’  ‘tohide ‘dark’ ‘to close’

PAL *dalkan *(tapo)kuban*bema  *dovu  *kuily *tera?
Kayang dakan topokuban  bema daw:u kuilp  tara?
Beang Onong dakan (vata) topokuban  bema - kuilp tera
Baranusa dakan - bema - kuilp tera
Helangdohi  dakap - bema dowuk  kuilp tera?
Wailawar dakan (apa)  tapokuban  bema dewu koilp  tera
Pandai dakan tapokuban  bema dawu kuilp  tera
Bana dakan tapokuban  bema - kuilp  tera?
Munaseli dakan tap kuban bema davuk kuilp  tera?
Ternate dakan (apa)  kubap beme daf:u ui fera
Buaya dakan (apa)  ubap beme dafu kui [...]
Alor Besar dakan (apa)  kubap beme - kui tera
Alor Kecil dakan (apa)  kuban beme - kui tera
Dulolong kodakan (apa) kuban beme dafu kui tera
PMP [...] *pusuny *basuq  [...] [..] [..]
PFL #(g)iu *puhun [...] #soron  *mitom [...]
PWL *giu *puho *baha *horoy  *miten #latu

As the table shows, these lexemes are attested across Alorese varieties, but
do not go back to Proto-Western-Lamaholot or a higher ancestor language.
Some of these lexical replacements are of loanwords from the neighboring
‘Papuan’/Alor-Pantar languages, while others are of unknown origin (cf. §6.5).

5.7.4 Metathesis

In this section, I discuss lexical items that undergo consonant or vowel
metathesis between PWL and PAL. Table 5.110 contains examples of
phonological metathesis in specific lexical items along with their known proto-
forms. A hash sign (#) in a PFL form means that the reconstructed form has
regular sound changes but there is not enough evidence to reconstruct this
form with certainty (Fricke, 2019:168).
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Table 5.110: Metathesis in Alorese

‘bite’ ‘rat’ ‘night’ ‘wrong’  ‘betel nut’
PMP [...] [..] [..] *salaq *buaq
PFL *giki #kromi #dzgoma *sala *vua

‘no; not’

PWL *gike *karome *roma *hala *wua
PAL *gaki® *komore *morely  *lahe *uwa
Kayang gaki kamore maron [...] uwa
Baranusa gaki kamore marern lahe uwa
Munaseli [...] more morern lahe? uwa
Alor Besar gaki kamore maren lahe ufa

Table 5.110 indicates three types of metathesis in Alorese. The first type is
the reversal of ultimate and penultimate vowels, as shown in the cognate set for
‘bite’. The second type is the reversal of two consonants in the ultimate and the
penultimate syllables. Three examples show this type: the cognate sets for ‘rat’
and ‘night’” both show reversal of m and r, while the cognate set for ‘wrong’
shows reversal of [ and h. There is also a semantic change from PWL *hala
‘wrong’ to a negator in PWL *lahe ‘no; not’. The third type of metathesis is the
reversal of a glide and the preceding vowel, as seen in the set for ‘betel nut’.
Table 5.111 summarizes the types of phonological metathesis found in Alorese.

Table 5.111: Types of metathesis in Alorese

Types PWL PAL Gloss

1) CV1CV2 9 CVzCV1 *glke 9 *gakl ‘bite,

2) CVC,V > (CVCV  *kerome -> *kemore ‘rat’
*rema > *morely  ‘night’

*hala > *lahe ‘wrong; no; not’

3) CViV, 2> V,.CV, *wua 2>  *gwa ‘betel nut’

% The change of PWL *e > PAL *a is not regular. This change may have been motivated by the
metathesis.
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These instances of metathesis in Alorese must have come about after the
split from WL, as the other WL varieties have retained the order seen in the PWL
forms. Therefore, these innovations can be seen as evidence for an Alorese
subgroup.

5.8  Low-level subgrouping within Alorese

In this section, I provide evidence for a lower-level subgroup within Alorese,
namely Straits Alorese. This evidence comprises two sound changes and the
addition of a final syllable. The Straits Alorese subgroup covers varieties spoken
around the Strait of Pantar, namely Ternate, Buaya, Alor Besar, Alor Kecil, and
Dulolong. The sound changes in question are PAL *w > Straits Alorese fand PAL
*ai > Straits Alorese ei. In addition, Straits Alorese varieties show addition of a
final syllable, which may be -un, -ip or -an.

Table 5.112, I show the sound change of PAL *w > f in the Straits Alorese,
which has taken place in all Straits Alorese varieties.

Table 5.112: Change of PAL *w > f in Straits Alorese varieties

’

‘3PL ‘water’ ‘pig’ ‘nine’
PMP [...] *wahiR *babuy  *siwa
PFL [...] *yalir *yavi *siva
PWL [...] *wai? *wawe  *hiwa
PAL *we *wai *wawe  *hiwa
Kayang we wai wawe  hiwa
Beang Onong we wai wawe hiwa
Baranusa we wai wawe hiwa
Helangdohi we wai wawe  hiwa
Wailawar we wai wawe  hiwa
Pandai we wai wawe  hiwa
Bana we wai wawe hiwa
Munaseli we wei wawe  hiwa
Ternate kafe fei fafe hifa
Buaya fe Sei fafe hifa
Alor Besar fe Jei Jafe hifa
Alor Kecil fe Sei fafe hifa

Dulolong fe fei Safe hifa
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The same sound change is found in two other WL varieties, namely
Lamalera and Mulan, located in Southern Lembata. However, given that a shift
from w > f is a cross-linguistically common process, this should not be
interpreted as evidence that Straits Alorese and the South Lembata varieties
form a subgroup together; it only indicates that these varieties have undergone
a similar change.

The change of the vowel sequence PAL *ai > ei in the Straits Alorese
varieties can be seen in examples in Table 5.113. The forms in the table

demonstrate that this change is regular in the Straits Alorese varieties.

Table 5.113: Change of PAL *ai > ei in Straits Alorese

‘water’ ‘dry in sun’ ‘bitter’ ‘stomach’ ‘to go’ ‘fight’
PMP *wahiR [...] *ma-paqit  [...] *ma(R)i [...]
PFL *valir *pa-vari  *m-palit *tai #-ai [...]
PWL *wai? *palily *pait *tai *ma?i/*nati [...]
PAL *wali  *paily *pai? *tailp *mai *kalaily
Kayang wai pai|p pai - - kale
Beang Onong  wai pae|n pai tain - -
Baranusa wai pae|n pai taip - kolaen
Helangdohi wai  pailp pai? - - -
Wailawar wai  pailp pai? - mai -
Pandai wai pai|p (apa) pai tain - klaip
Bana wai pai|n pai? - mai -
Munaseli wai  pai|p pai? - - -
Ternate fei pei|n pei - mei kalein
Buaya fei pei|n pei - - keli
Alor Besar fei pei|n pei tein mei -
Alor Kecil fei pei|p pei tein mei -
Dulolong fei peiln pi - - -

Apart from these two regular sound changes, there is an indication that

Straits Alorese varieties tend to add -uy, -in, and -apy at the end of certain words,
as shown in Table 5.114.
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Table 5.114: Addition of -un, -in, and -ay in Straits Alorese

‘egg’ ‘tail’ ‘skin’ ‘trousers’ ‘horn’
PMP *qa-taluR *kuR *kulit [...] [...]
PFL *talur *ikur *kulit [...] [...]
PWL *talulk *ku? *kulit *deko balaha [...]
PAL *talulk *ikulk *kulilk *deko balaha *huar
Kayang talu iku - dokolin belaha huar
Beang Onong talulk iku |k - dei kolin belaha huar
Baranusa man|talu|k iku |k kuli|k dekolin belaha huar
Helangdohi  mon|telu neikulk - [..] ne|huar
Wailawar telu |k iku |k kuli|k dekolgi blaha huar
Pandai talu|k iku|k - deko lein blahak huar
Bana telu|k iku|k - deko lei blaha huar
Munaseli tolulk iku |k kuli|k deko lein blahak huar
Ternate man|talulkup  ikulkup  kuli|kip deko lein belahakay  uharap
Buaya talu|kunp iku |kun - kolin blahakan uharan
Alor Besar talu|kup itkulkup  kuli|kip deko lein balahakap  uharap
Alor Kecil tolu | kun ikulkup - deko lein belahakay — uharan
Dulolong talu | kun ikulkup - dekolin bola hakay ~ uharan

It seems that the vowel in this additional final syllable aligns with the
vowel in the preceding (now penultimate) syllable. The function of this final
syllable is unknown, although it may have been part of the fossilized possessive
suffix. A similar pattern is observed in the WL variety of Lewoingu, as seen in
words such as iku?uny (< PWL *iku < PFL *ikur) ‘tail’ and ramaZan (< PWL rema <
PFL #dgoma) ‘night’. The origin of this additional final syllable is still under
investigation.

In conclusion, there is evidence for the establishment of a lower-level
subgroup within Alorese, comprising the Straits varieties; namely Ternate,
Buaya, Alor Besar, Alor Kecil, and Dulolong. This subgrouping is based on two
exclusively shared sound changes (PAL *w > f and PAL *ai > ei) and the shared
addition of a final syllable (-up, -ip or -an) on certain words, as presented above.
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5.9  The most conservative varieties of Alorese

In this section, I show the tendency of several Alorese varieties to retain final
consonants of the protolanguages. Table 5.115 contains examples of the
retention of PMP, PFL, and PWL consonants in Alorese words.

Table 5.115: PMP and PFL retentions in Alorese varieties

‘ripe’ ‘fold’ ‘itchy’ ‘fishnig hook’
PMP *k *ma-tasak| *-t *lopst | *-R/*-l *gatal| *1 *kawil
PFL *k *m-tasak | *t *lopst| *r *gator| *-1 *kavil
PWL *-k *tahak *t *lopet| *?7 *gata?| *-1 *kawil
Kayang - @ lape g  gato O kawi
Beang Onong - @ lope @  gate O kawi
Baranusa - @ lepe @ gate -
Helangdohi - ?  lope? @  gate -
Wailawar - P lape? @ gate [ kawil
Pandai k tahak - @ gate -
Bana k tahak ? lope? @  gate -
Munaseli k tahak - ?  gate? [ kawil
Buaya - - @  gate -
Ternate - @ lape @ gate 0 kafi
Alor Besar taha - @ gate O kafi
Alor Kecil - @ lape g  gate @ kafi
Dulolong - @ lape g  gate @ kafi

From Table 5.115, we see that varieties spoken in northeast Pantar, such as
Helangdohi, Wailawar, Pandai, Bana, and Munaseli, have a tendency to retain
archaic final consonants that are reflexes of the PMP, PFL, and PWL forms. This
evidence thus suggests that these varieties are more conservative than the
other varieties. In this context, it is interesting to consider the migration stories
found in these conservative areas, which mention arrivals from the western
islands, which coincides with the location of the Lamaholot community (cf.
§3.6.2). This suggests that the earliest settlement of the ancestors of the Alorese
people was in the northeast Pantar area. It is therefore reasonable to conclude
that the evidence from historical phonology aligns with the oral history
accounts, together confirming the location of the earliest settlements of the
Alorese people.
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5.10 Summary and conclusions

In this chapter, the regular reflexes of PFL consonants and vowels in all Western
Lamaholot (WL) varieties, including Alorese have been presented.
Reconstructions of Proto-Alorese (PAL) and Proto-Western-Lamaholot (PWL)
sounds and lexical items have been presented in Sections 5.4 and 5.5. A summary
of the sound changes attested in both PAL and PWL has been presented in
Section 5.6. In section 5.7, I presented the evidence for an Alorese subgroup
within WL, which includes an exclusively shared sound change. In addition, I
proposed a possible lower-level subgroup within Alorese in Section 5.8, and the
discussion on Alorese’s most conservative varieties in Section 5.9.

Most PFL sounds are retained unchanged in PWL, though there are also a
small number of innovations. PWL retains the plosives *p, *t, and *k unchanged
in initial and intervocalic positions, but drops *? completely. In final position,
PWL retains PFL *t and *k unchanged, but drops both *p and *? completely. PWL
also retains PFL *v as *w in initial and intervocalic positions, but drops them
completely in final position. The PFL voiced obstruents *b, *d and *g are
retained unchanged in PWL in initial position. In intervocalic position, only PFL
*b and *g are retained unchanged in PWL. All PFL nasals are retained unchanged
in PWL. Furthermore, while PFL *1 is retained unchanged, PFL *r is retained only
in initial position. In addition, PFL *y is retained unchanged in PWL in
intervocalic position. PFL *a, *i, *u, and *o are retained unchanged in non-final
positions in PWL, while in final position only PFL *a and *i are retained
unchanged.

The PFL sound changes attested between PFL and PWL include a merger of
PFL *h and *s into PWL *h. In addition, PFL *d becomes PWL *r in intervocalic
position, while the PFL marginal sound *dz becomes *r in PWL in initial position.
Furthermore, PFL *r becomes PWL *? in intervocalic and final positions. Lastly,
the PFL front vowels *i and *u become *e and *o respectively in word-final
position.

PAL retains most PWL sounds unchanged. The sound changes that are
attested include PWL *t > PAL *? in final position, and PWL *y > PAL *d3 in initial
and intervocalic positions. In addition, PWL schwa becomes PAL *e in ultimate
syllables.

After PAL split from WL, it underwent several changes, which form the
evidence for establishing an Alorese subgroup within WL. The Alorese subgroup
is defined by the exclusive sound change of PWL *t > PAL *? in final position.
Other regular sound changes, such as PWL *y > PAL *dz and PWL *5 > PAL *e are
complete in Alorese, while they are complete, incomplete, or absent in the other
WL varieties. Further supporting evidence for Alorese as a subgroup includes
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the grammatical innovation of the plural word hire, lexical replacements, and
metathesis attested in certain lexical items.

A lower-level subgroup can be established within Alorese, comprising the
varieties spoken in the Pantar Strait area: Ternate, Buaya, Alor Besar, Alor Kecil,
and Dulolong. This subgroup is based on the shared sound change of PAL *w > f
in all positions, PAL *ai > ei, and the addition of a final syllable uy, in or an.

Lastly, there is a tendency in the Alorese varieties spoken in northeast
Pantar to retain the final consonants of PMP, PFL, and PWL forms. This suggests
that the area of northeast Pantar is home to the most conservative varieties of

Alorese.
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