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Charting and Testing the National 
Constitutional Limits to EU Fiscal Integration

The Eurocrisis forcefully exposed the Euro's structural deficiencies,
which are back in the limelight due to COVID-19. It is widely
acknowledged that EU fiscal integration is required to adequately
remedy the remaining deficiencies. However, national constitu-
tional authorities limit the scope for EU fiscal integration based on
national sovereignty, democracy and parliamentary prerogatives.
The result is a fundamental dilemma: effective EU fiscal integration
appears necessary to stabilize the Euro and legally impossible due
to national constitutional limits.

Confronted with this dilemma, this thesis determines the national
constitutional space available for EU fiscal integration. Par t I
includes a comparative assessment of national constitutional limits
to determine how constitutional systems react or could react to
EU fiscal integration. Par t II tests current EMU reform proposals
against the char ted national constitutional to evaluate their attain-
ability.

Overall, the thesis demonstrates that even r igid national constitu-
tional limits can accommodate EU fiscal integration. To rebut the
outlined dilemma the thesis proposes: First, to comprehensively
include EU fiscal integration benefits into the national constitu-
tional appraisal thereby replacing the prevailing competence-
centric interpretation of national sovereignty and democracy. And
second, to design EU fiscal integration in l ight of national
constitutional concerns. Both propositions facilitate the attainment
of EU fiscal integration by equally respecting national constitu-
tional concerns.

This is  a volume in the ser ies  of  the Meijer s  Research Institute and 
Graduate School of the Leiden Law School of Leiden Univer sity. It is par t
of the Law School's  research programme ‘The Progression of EU Law:
Accommodating Change and Upholding Values’.
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