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Chapter Three: Four Arabian families and their inscriptions

3.1. Introduction

“Many of the texts from the Ruwawa district of Medina were penned by

dignitaries of the city including religious scholars.” 20t
More than 20 years ago, Robert Hoyland highlighted the importance of Arabic epigraphy for
prosopographical studies. He states that inscriptions found in Ruwawa can be used to study the
people who had played a key role during their lifetime in Medina. As mentioned in Chapter One,
section 1.2, further discoveries and editions of inscriptions have been made in the following years,
giving more genealogical information about inhabitants who lived in these areas in the early
Islamic period. Nevertheless, a more comprehensive and systematic review of the contents of these
newly discovered inscriptions is not yet undertaken. In this chapter, I will show as a case study
how the inscriptions can be used to study the descendants of the Companions of the Prophet.
Starting from the premise that inscriptions can be used to study the individuals mentioned in them
as part of a social group, this chapter will present four families of the Companions of the Prophet
Muhammad who appear in some of these inscriptions. All the names attested in the inscriptions
are listed in Appendix Three. Family trees based on the inscriptions will visually present this
information at the end of each section.
Besides the information from the inscriptions, | will provide information about each individual
attested in the inscriptions on the basis of these inscriptions and accounts found scattered

throughout the chronicles, biographies and other literary sources. For more clarity, a few remarks

concerning the literary sources from which | have gleaned the information about the individuals

201 Hoyland, “The Content,” 92.
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are included in this chapter in order to enhance our understanding of the available materials. A
relevant major concern of this dissertation will be namely the question how the historiographical
records can be read in light of other materials such as inscriptions.

Finally, the chapter will discuss the representation of members in these families per branch. In
other words, I will present the distribution of inscriptions per family through lines, signaling any
changes in the frequency and amount of attestations of family members in the epigraphic record.
This is also presented in a tree for each family. The significance of this information will be
discussed in Chapters Four and Five.

Only the attested individuals known to have belonged to the four families shall be discussed in this
dissertation, the unattested ones shall not be considered. For example, according to the sources, al-
Zubayr son of al-‘Awwam had eleven sons, but only five of his descendants are present in the

inscriptions. Accordingly, only those five will be included in the family trees and the discussion.

3.2. The literary record

Before turning to the presentation of the four families, a few observations concerning the literary
records should be made. The period between the 2"-3"/8"-9™" century witnessed the rise of the
Islamic genres of Nasab “genealogy”, Tabagat “classes” and Ta rikh “history” in written form.
While, writing was always integral to knowledge production in the Arabic speaking world, oral
transmission was until then the main method of knowledge transmission.?%? We will concentrate
here on one relevant genre of this written tradition that came into existence, namely, genealogy.
As mentioned earlier, Islamic sources will be used to trace the biographical background to the
individuals named in this corpus. The titles of the primary sources used in this chapter are listed

below. Within the genre of biographical literature specialized volumes were produced, for

202 Georg Schoeler, The oral and the written in early Islam (London: Routledge, 2006).
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example, some books dealing with the nasab of the Prophet’s tribe, the Quraysh. Since most of
our epigraphic corpus is related to the Quraysh, such sources will be especially useful.

3.2.1. Nasab

The nasab tradition (genealogical studies)?®® which according to Rosenthal can be summarized as
“connection, pedigree, genealogy”?®* was initiated by Muhammad ibn al-Sa’ib al-Kalbi (d.
146/763)%% and Abii Yaqzan al-Nassaba (d. 190/805) whose works were lost,?% then it was carried
on by the son of Muhammad ibn al-Kalbi Hisham (d. 204/819), a scholar who wrote two books on
the subject which did survive in full and as such are available to us.2%” Most of our corpus of the
dissertation belongs to the tribe of Quraysh; that is why the following well-known sources in the
field of nasab will be used:?%

Kitab Nasab quraysh 2% “Genealogy of the Quraysh” by Mus‘ab al-Zubayri (156—-236/772-851),
some reports dated his death in 233/848.21° This is the earliest work devoted to the nasab of the
Prophet’s tribe, and it is considered an important source to study the Prophet’s tribe. A recent
comprehensive study of this book has been done by Robinson.?*!

Jamharat nasab quraysh wa-akhbaruha “Compendium of Genealogies and Narratives of the
Quraysh” is written by the ‘second Zubayr1 genealogist’ who was the nephew of the previously

mentioned author, al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar al-Zubayri (172-256/788-870). This ‘second generation

203 A, A. Duri, The Rise of Historical Writing Among the Arabs, ed. and trans. by Lawrence I. Conrad (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1983), 50.
204 F_Rosenthal, “Nasab,” E12, 7:967.
205 Muhammad ibn Ishaq lon al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, ed. Ibrahim Ramadan (Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifa, 1997), 124.
206 Duri, The Rise, 51.
207 Hisham ibn Muhammad ibn al-Sa’b ibn al-Kalbi, Nasab ma ‘add wa-l-yaman al-kabir, ed. Naji Hasan (Beirut:
‘Alam al-Kutub, 2004); and Jamharat al-nasab, ed. Najt Hasan (Beirut: ‘Alam al-Kutub, 2010).
208 For more details on the genealogical sources see Duri, The Rise, 50-60.
29 Ed. E. Levi-Provencal, (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif).
210 For discussion of his date of death see Ch. Pellat, “Mus‘ab,” EI?, 7:649.
211 Robinson, “Prosopographical Approaches”.
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Zubayr1 author” considered his uncle Mus‘ab as one of his main teachers and he transmitted
information that we also find in his uncle’s writings, but he also added genealogical and historical
information. Al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar’s works was more extensive in terms of history and genealogy
than his uncle’s, and we encounter in it families or family members that we do not find in the
works of his uncle; for example he mentions the descendants of ‘Abbad in section 3.5.1.1; the
descendent of Hamza in section 3.5.1.2, and the descendant of Ja'far and ‘Amr in section 3.5.4.
Al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar served as judge in Mecca, the city where he eventually died.?'? This book
has two editions, of which | mostly used the more recent one.?'® The first edition only published
one volume, the recent one published two volumes. Although part of the original book was lost, it
is still a valuable source, because it gives information about the families of “Umar and al-Zubayr
that has not been preserved elsewhere. The first edition will be used when commenting on previous
studies regarding the great-grandsons of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr section 3.5.1.1 The branch
of ‘Abbad.

Ansdb al-ashraf “Genealogies of Notables” by al-Baladhuri (d. 279/892).214 A substantial part of
this work is dedicated to the nasab of Quraysh and, in particular, the history of the Quraysh. As
al-Duri mentions, this book is a genealogical and historical source.?'®

Jamharat ansab al-‘arab “Compendium of Genealogies of the Arab” by Ibn Hazm (d.

456/1064),%*® an Andalusian scholar, who served as a vizier three times.?!” This book is one of the

2128, Leder, “al-Zubayr b. Bakkar,” EI2, 11:551.
213 Ed. ‘Abbas Hani al-Jarrakh (Beirut: Dar al-kutub ‘llmiyya, 2010).
214 For the editions of the book see Hugh Kennedy and Ihab El-Sakkout, “Review of Ansab Al-ashraf. Vol. V1 B. By
Ahmad b. Yahya b. Jabir Al-Baladhuri, Edited and Annotated by Khalil Athamina. (Max Schloessinger Memorial
Series. Texts, 7.) Pp. Xviii, 306. Jerusalem, Institute of Asian and African Studies, The Hebrew University, 1993,”
JRAS 5, no. 3 (1995): 410-13.
215 Duri, The Rise, 62.
216 Abii Muhammad ‘Alf ibn Ahmad ibn Sa‘id al-Andalusi (Beirut, Dar al-kutub al-‘Ilmiyya: 1983).
217 R, Arnaldez, “Ibn Hazm,” EI?, 3:791-798.

71



important books in Muslims genealogy, as it gives additional information in regards to ‘Umar’s
family, in a discussion about the family of al-Zubayr. This book not only discusses the genealogy
of the Arabs, but also of the Berbers, Jews and Parthians.?8

3.2.2. Tabaqat

Tabagat (generations or classes)?!® was an important part of a written tradition that began in the
2d_31d/8!_gt" century and as such forms the earliest basis of what we later came to consider the
history of Islam.

The author that produced the first work of Tabagat is al-Wagqidi (d. 207/823), but unfortunately,
his work is lost. What does survive is the second oldest work known by his secretary Muhammad
Ibn Sa‘d (d. 230/845);%2° This book is known under the title al-Tabagat al-kabir “Great Book of
Classes.” After these first two works by al-Wagqidi and Ibn Sa‘'d, Khalifa Ibn Khayyat wrote his
book Kitab al-Tabagat (d. 239—240/854),2%1 which will also be used several times in this chapter.
The tabagat-works mention daughters and sons, but in my discussion | concentrate mainly on sons,
because they are over represented in the inscriptions. In fact only five women appear in our corpus
of inscriptions. In various cases, particular individuals are not found in the aforementioned sources,

but they do appear in other sources such as chronicles, for example al-Tabari’s (d.310/923) Ta rikh

al-rusul.?22 In such instances, the reference to these sources will be mentioned in the footnotes.

218 |bn Hazm, Jamharat ansab, 495-512.
219 1. Gilliot, “Tabakat,” EI?, 10:8-9.
220 Duri, The Rise, 39.
221 Abu ‘Amr Khalifa Ibn Khayyat Shabab al-Usfii, Kitab al-Tabagat, ed. Akram Diya’ al- ‘UmarT (Baghdad:
Matbaat al-‘Ani, 1967).
222 Abii Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari, Ta rikh al-rusul wa-I-muliik, ed. Nawwaf al-Jarrah (Beirut: Dar Sadir,
2008).
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3.2.3. The accounts of al-Ansar

One of the challenges faced in this study is the paucity of resources about the Ansar, the inhabitants
of Medina who joined the prophet Muhammad when he moved there in 622. Indeed, there are no
early independent sources about al-Ansar dating to the 3'%/9"century. The earliest sources for the
nasab of al-Ansar were written in the 7"/13" century, of which the main source is al-Istibsar fi
nasab al-sakaba min al-ansar by Ibn Qudama (d. 620/1223). Yet, this text lacks sufficient
information about the family of Aba ‘Abs, save for a short paragraph about himself, with no further
information about his descendants.??® The second book is Nuzhat al-absar fi fada il al-ansar by
al-Qadi Abii Bakr ‘Atiq ibn al-Farra’ al-Ghassani al-Andalusi (d. 698/1298-1299).224 Both of these
works will be largely ignored in the current research, because they were produced relatively late,
and, the information provided does not add substantially to the information from other earlier
Islamic sources. Other sources like Ibn Sa‘d will be used in the discussion about the family in
section 3.6.

Now that it is clear where my information originates, let me start with the discussion of the families
of descendants of Muhammad’s companions.

3.3. The descendants of al-Mughira al-Makhziam1

The descendants of al-Mughira belong to the clan of Makhzam, which was a subdivision of the
tribe of Quraysh. Makhztim, the founder of the clan, is identified as the son of Yagaza son of Murra
son of Ka‘'b. According to al-Baladhuri, there were two generations between al-Mughira and

Makhziim.?* The descendants of al-Mughira can be divided into two branches: those descending

22 Muwaffaq al-Din ‘Abd Allah ibn Qudama al-Maqdisi, ed. ‘AlT Nuwayhid (Dar al-Fikr: 1972), 237-238.
224 Ed. *Abd al-Razzaq ibn Muhammad Marziq (Riyadh: Adwa’ al-Salaf, 2004).
25Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashraf: sa’ir furi  quraysh, ed. Ilhsan ‘Abbas (Stuttgart /Beirut: Franz
Steiner Verlag, 1996.), 5: 248.
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from al-‘As and those descending from al-Harith. One inscription related to this family was
regarded for a while to be the oldest. It was dated to 40/660—-661(inscription 1.3). This inscription
was published in 1977 and it is commonly referred to as the inscription of al-Batha, published by
Sharafaddin.??®® Most of the inscriptions relating to the descendants of al-Mughira were published
by Qashshash.??’ Before the publication of Qashshash, three other inscriptions related to this
family had already been published by Sharafaddin,?? al-Bagqmi ??° and al-Harithi.?*° It is important
to note that Qashshash had to reconstruct the dates of death of the family members in these
inscriptions, because they were absent in the Islamic literary sources.?!

Khalid son of al-‘As (inscriptions 1.1-2) is extensively discussed in the literary sources. There are
two graffiti mentioning his name: one inscribed by him, and the second inscribed by a man named
Ziyad. Khalid is said to have converted to Islam on the day of the Conquest of Mecca in the year
8/630. There is no exact date for his death. Qashshash has suggested that he might have died around
the year 48/668—669 because from then onwards he is absent in the sources.?*? Caliph ‘Umar I (r.
13-23/ 634-644) appointed him as a governor of Mecca, a position which he maintained for two
years under caliph Mu‘awiya.?3® Khalid allegedly had ten sons and two daughters from three
wives.?4 Two of Khalid’s sons, one grandson, and one further descendant appear in the epigraphic
record (see inscriptions 1.3-8). Qashshash reconstructed death dates in his book for Khalid’s sons

and grandson, based on the moment they disappeared from the sources.

226 Sharafaddin, “Some Islamic,” 69-70.
227 Qashshash, Nuqish al-sahabi al-jalil, 38-46.
228 Sharafaddin, “Some Islamic,” 69-70.
229 al-Baqmi, Nuqiish islamiyya shahidiyya, 73-76.
230 al-Harithi, Ahjar shahidiyya ghayr, 40-41.
231 Qashshash, Nuqish al-sahabi al-jalil, 59, 61, 63 and 65.
232 |bid., 59.
233 al-Tabari, Ta rikh al-rusul, 3: 961; al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashraf, 5: 249; Qashshash, Nuqish al-sahabr al-jalil,
57-58.
234 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 6: 93.
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Khalid is the only companion to have left an inscription himself (inscription 1.1). The second
inscription only mentions Khalid’s name. It was inscribed by a man called Ziyad who added a
prayer for him (inscription 1.2). ‘Abd al-Rahman, the son of Khalid (inscriptions 1.3-4), is also
discussed in the narrative sources. ‘Abd al-Rahman was the eldest son of Khalid, according to the
family tree that Ibn Sa‘d offers us.?® The sources describe him as a poet.?*® ‘Abd al-Rahman’s
mother was Duba‘a daughter of al-Kahaf son of ‘Amir son of Qart son of Salama son of Qashir.%’
There are two inscriptions made by ‘Abd al-Rahman. One was found on a rock in the region of
Mecca (inscription 1.3) in which he appears with a full nisba, and the second one was written
above the graffito of his father (inscription 1.4). In the second inscription only his first name and
patronymic are mentioned. Only one son of ‘Abd al-Rahman, Isma‘il, appears in the inscriptions
(inscriptions 1.5-6). This Isma 1l son of ‘Abd al-Rahman is only referred to in passing in the literary
record.?® He appears in the major work of Ibn Makiila (d. 475/1082), al-lkmal, which mentions
Isma ‘Tl descendants a grandson, and two great granddaughters.?®® Isma‘il was married to ‘Atika
daughter of Kariz.?*® Qashshash has suggested that Isma ‘1l died around 120-130/738-747, basing
the date of his death on his absence from the sources after that period.?*

A second son of the companion Khalid, from his wife Fatima daughter of Aba Sa‘id son of al-

Harith, who also belonged to the Quraysh, is called al-Harith (inscription 1.7). Like his brother,

235 1bid., 6: 93.
236 al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashraf, 5: 249.
%37 Tbn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 6: 93.
238 See, for example, his appearance in Abii Ja‘far Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Tahaw1 al-Azdi, Ahkam al-qur an al-
karim, ed. Sa‘d al-Din Unal (Istanbul: Markaz al-buhth al-Islamiiyya at-Tabi* li-Waqgf al-Diyana al-Turki, 1995), 1:
262, where Isma Tl is recorded to have raised a question concerning zakat (alms).
239 “Alf ibn Hibat Allah ibn Makila, al-lkmal 7 raf* al-irtiyab ‘an al-mu 'talaf wa-1-mukhtalaf min al-asma’ wa-I-
kuna wa-1-ansab, ed. Muhammad ibn ‘Alf al-Sabiini (Beirut: Dar al-kutub al-‘Iimiyya, 1990), 1: 110 and 273; 4,
327; 7: 131.
240 gl-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 477.
241 Qashshash, Nugsh al-sahabrt al-jalil, 65.
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al-Harith was a poet. During the reign of caliph Yazid I, he was the amir of Mecca until the
revolution of ‘Abd Allah al-Zubayr. He was reinstalled in his position when Ibn al-Zubayr was
defeated in 73/692. Later ‘Abd al-Malik (r. 65-86/685-705) removed him from his position.?*?
Qashshash has suggested that al-Harith may have died after 80/699-700.243

The four individuals mentioned above are all discussed in literary sources. The following two
descendants of al-Mughira are, however, only known from the epigraphic record. Some of their
ancestors, however, do appear in the literary sources that is why their lineage can easily be
reconstructed (see figure 7).

An epitaph that can be dated to the 3"/9" century from Mecca mentions a certain Khalid son of
Muhammad son of Khalid son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Ikrima son of Khalid son of al-‘As al-
Makziimi (inscription 1.8). While this Khalid does not appear in the literary record, some of his
ancestors do. In the biography of ‘Ikrima (d. 115-116/ 733-735) his son, ‘Abd Allah, is
mentioned.?** A final bit of information comes from Ibn Makiila’s work. In the entry on Qabis,
daughter of ‘Abd al-Rahman son of ‘Afif son of ‘Amir, Khalid’s grandmother, Umm Salama,
daughter of Hafs son of Yahya, son of Hisham, son of al-‘As is mentioned. Umm Salama married
Khalid son of ‘Abd Allah, with whom she had two sons, ‘Abd Allah and Muhammad, the latter is
the father of the Khalid under discussion here.?*®

Only one descendant of al-Mughira in the branch of al-Harith is attested in the inscriptions. This
is Harith son of Muhammad son of Hisham son of al-Mughira son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Ubayd

Allah son of ‘Abd al-Rahman son of al-Harith son of Hisham al-Makztmi (inscription 1.9), whose

242 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 472.
243 Qashshash, Nuqish al-sahabi al-jalil, 63.
244 al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashraf, 5: 249. For ‘Ikrima son of Khalid, see also Abii Hatim Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
Hibban al-Bustt, Mashahir ‘ulma’ al-amsar, ed. Majdi ibn Mansir ibn Sayyid Shira (Beirut: Dar al-kutub al-
‘Ilmiyya, 1995), 107.
245 Ibn Makala, al-Tkmal fi raf*, 7: 72.
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3"/9t century epitaph has been preserved. Harith himself does not occur in the literary record, nor
do his paternal ancestors in the four preceding generations. The last name in the genealogical chain

that appears in the literary record is ‘Ubayd Allah.?4®

al-Mughira

Hisham

1]

al-As al-Harith

Khalid Hisham

‘Abd al-
Rahman

“Abd al-

al-Harith Rahman

‘lkrima

00,8,

OGN
L0000

Isma‘il ‘Abd Allah “Ubayd Allah

i,

Khalid ‘Abd Allah

Muhammad

al-Mughira

Khalid Hisham

Muhammad

Harith

Figure 7 Family tree of the descendants of al-Mughira attested in the inscriptions

Names in black appear in the literary record, while names in red do not.

3.4. The descendants of ‘Umar son of al-Khattab

This group of inscriptions is related to a large number of descendants of ‘Umar son of al-
Khattab,?*” who became the second caliph after Muhammad. The family of ‘Umar belongs to the
clan of “‘Adi son of K‘ab. According to al-Zubayri, there were seven generations between ‘Umar

and ‘Adi.?*® The epigraphic record provides us with 39 members of this family: 37 men (including

246 gl-Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashraf, 5: 241.
247 G. Levi Della and M Bonner, “‘Umar (1) b. al-Khattab,” EI?, 5: 819-821.
248 gl-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 346-347.
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one mawla and a slave boy) and two women. According to the Arabic chronicles, ‘Umar had a
total of ten sons and four daughters from seven wives and two slave girls.2*®* However, only the
descendants of two of ‘Umar’s sons, ‘Abd Allah and ‘Asim, occur in the epigraphic record.

The first inscription mentioning caliph ‘Umar was published in 1975. It is a prayer mentioning 10
companions of the Prophet, including ‘Umar, on plaster found in Iraq.?>® Another construction
inscription mentioning ‘Umar was found in Palestine and was published in 1993.2°! The more
recently discovered inscription in the region of al-"Ula, the so-called Zuhayr inscription, records
the caliph’s death as a dating formula.?®? All these inscriptions will not be further discussed in this
dissertation.

‘Umar’s descendants, however, have left plenty of inscriptions in Arabia and it is to those
inscriptions that this section is devoted to. Inscriptions mentioning descendants of ‘Umar have
been published — for example, in al-Rashid’s 1993 publication. Al-Rashid rightly observed that
Ruwawa contains plenty of inscriptions relating to the descendants of ‘Umar son of al-Khattab. In
the footnotes | have indicated what information al-Rashid provided, correcting any
misidentifications or omisions about these individuals — for example, the inscription of Aba
Salama.?®® Amongst the descendants of ‘Umar two of his sons, ‘Abd Allah and ‘Asim, appear in

the Arabian inscriptions. The majority of inscriptions belong to members of ‘Asim’s branch.

249 |bid., 348-350.
250 ‘Tsa Salman, Nasar al-Nagshbandi, and Najat Yiinus al-Tiintusi, N., Nusiis fi al-matkaf al- iraqi, nusis ‘arabiyya,
al-ahjar wa-1-mawadd al-bina’iyya al-ukhura (Baghdad: Wizarat al-I‘lam Mudiriyat al-Athar al-'Amma, 1975), 8:
14-15.
351 Abii Sara, “al-Nugiish al- ‘arabiyya al-islamiyya,” 5-7.
252 Ghabban and Hoyland, “The inscription,” 213-215.
25342105 diu A siall Gadll oy oo Cpdil e Jilall Saall vida 41a1 5 “He might be the grandson of the glorious companion
‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar son of al-Khattab who died in the year 105/723—724.” Here, al-Rashid is possibly confused
between ‘Abd Allah and his son of the same name, who died in the time of Hisham (reg. 105-125/724-743) because
‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar died in 73/69.” (8)cduadd o 43l sinl clld g de ganall a2 (& dagall 4padlal) (5 81 (o i) 10 jiing
e dll pmy Gladl) o yee Aadal) AL e (k) Gl “This is considered a significant Islamic inscription since it contains
a character (who is most likely )a descendant of caliph ‘Umar son of al-Khattab may God be pleased with him.”, al-
Rashid, Kitabat islamiyya ghayr, 99-100.
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3.4.1. The branch of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar

‘Abd Allah (d.73-74/692-694)%* is known as the eldest son of ‘Umar. He was a hadith transmitter
and became a significant figure after his father’s death. When ‘Umar nominated six companions
to form a council to decide on his successor, he recommended that they would take “Abd Allah’s
opinion into account in their Shiira.?®® ‘Abd Alldh’s mother’s name was Zaynab daughter of
Mazin.?*® Ibn Sa‘d mention that ‘Abd Allah had twelve sons,?®’ but only four are represented in
the epigraphic record. Four families amongst the descendants of ‘Abd Allah son of “Umar are well
represented in the inscriptions. These are: ‘Ubayd Allah, ‘Abd Allah; Zayd and Salim. The
inscriptions fall into two types: graffiti and gravestones.

‘Ubayd Allah son of “Abd Allah (inscription 2.1) left one inscription. ‘Ubayd Allah’s mother was
known to have been a concubine named Umm Salim.?®® His kunya was Abii Bakr and according
to Ibn Sa‘d, he was a hadith transmitter, though not a major one.?®® His death date is not known.
‘Ubayd Allah’s son ‘Uthman appears in six inscriptions (inscriptions 2.2-7).

According to the order in which Ibn Sa‘d mentions ‘Ubayd Allah’s sons — although he does not
explicitly state that he has recorded them according to their ages — we might conclude that “Uthman
was the eldest.?®® His mother was ‘A’isha daughter of ‘Abd al-Rahman son of Abii Bakr, the first
caliph.?8! According to the chaotic information present in the literary sources, ‘Uthman had three

sons named Hafs, Abt Bakr,?®? and Aba al-Qasim Muhammad, who was killed by al-Mansiir (r.

24 Tbn Sa‘d gave these two dates of his death, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 4: 174-175.
25 al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashraf, 5:474-475.
256 al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 348.
%7 Tbn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 4 133.
258 1bid., 7: 200.
29 1pid., 7: 200-201.
260 1pid., 7: 200.
21 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagqat al-kabir, 7, 200; and see al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 2: 18.
262 a]-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 78; al-Rashid was not able to identify him; see al-Rashid, Kitabat islamiyya ghayr,
95-96.
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136-158/754-775),2%3 and one daughter known as Umm Hisham.?®* Two of his sons, Hafs and Abii
Bakr, left inscriptions around that of their father (see below). ‘Uthman’s kunya was Abu al-
Qulmus.?%®

According to al-Tabari, ‘Uthman was the sahib al-shurza, an important administrator, under
Muhammad’s al-Nafs al-Zakiyya, and in that function played a key role in the rebellions of al-
Nafs al-Zakiyya?® in 145/762-763. In addition, al-Tabarf states that ‘Uthman was killed by his
slave in the year 145/762—763.257

‘Uthman’s son Abt Bakr left six inscriptions (inscriptions 2.8-13). His wife was Umm Kulthiim,
daughter of Ibrahim son of Muhammad son of ‘Ali son of Abu Talib.?%8 No further information
beyond his connection through marriage to this ‘Alid family is known.

The other son of ‘Uthman, Hafs, is known from five inscriptions (inscriptions 2.14-18).2%° He
called himself shabb al ‘Umar, “the youngest of the family of ‘Umar” (inscription 2.14). Hafs was
the second son of ‘Uthman. He appears as a transmitter in a small number of accounts.?”® Other
than that there is no additional information about his life or death mentioned in the literature.

Abu Salama son of ‘Ubayd Allah son of ‘Abd Allah son of “‘Umar (inscriptions 2.19-21) does not

have his own entry in the two al-Quraysh books of nasab, but two of his sons, ‘Ubayd Allah and

263 |pbn Hazm, Jamharat ansab, 153.
264 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 2:18-19.
265 a|-Tabari, Ta rikh al-rusul, 4:1594.
266 al-Tabari, Ta rikh al-rusul, 4: 1579, about al-Nafs al-Zakiyya see F. Buhl, “Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-
Hasan al-Muthanna b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, called al-Nafs al-Zakiyya,” EI?, 7:388-389.
287 al-Tabari, Ta rikh al-rusul, 4:1594.
268 a]-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 78.
269 al-Rashid was not able to identify him; see al-Rashid, Kitabat islamiyya ghayr, 87-88.
20 Abii Na‘Tm Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad al-Isbahani, Ma ¥ifat al-sahaba, ed. ‘Adil ibn Yiisuf ‘Azzazi
(Riyadh: Dar al-Watan, 1998), 4:1957; see also‘ Alf ibn al-Hasan ibn ‘Asakir, Ta rikh madinat dimashq wa-dhikr
fadliha wa-tasmiyat man hallaha min al-amathil aw ijtaz bi-nawahiha min waridiha wa-ahliha, ed. ‘Umar ibn
Gharama al-‘Amrawi (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1995), 44: 333, see also Jamal al-Din Abu al-Hajjaj Yusuf al-Mizzi,
Tahdhib al-kamal fi asma’ al-rijal, ed. Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma‘ruf (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala, 1992), 23: 554.
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‘Abd al-Rahman, do.?’* Yet two other sons, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz?’?> and Muhammad, are not mentioned
in the books of nasab, but they are found in other Muslim sources.?”® According to al-Zubayr ibn
Bakkar, Aba Salama had two wives. Umm Hamid was the daughter of ‘Umar son of Hafs son of
‘Asim son of ‘Umar, related to branch of ‘Asim, the other branch of ‘Umar son of al-Khattab’s
descendants (section 3.4.2). Umm Hamid is known as the mother of ‘Ubayd Allah. Umm ‘Umar
daughter of Safwan is the second woman recorded to have been married to Abai Salama. She is
reported to be the mother of ‘Abd al-Rahman. Umm ‘Umar belonged to the Bant Jumah another
branch of the Quraysh.?’* Abii Salama’s mother was Umm ‘Abd Allah daughter of al-Qasim son
of Muhammad son of Abi Bakr.?”®> Abu Salama appears as a reporter of a historical account about
‘Umar II’s reign (99-101/717-720).276 As al-Rashid also pointed out, al-Tabari explicitly mentions
that, unlike his brother ‘Uthman, Aba Salama did not participate in the revolution of al-Nafas al-
Zakiyya.?’’

‘Ubayd Allah son of Abii Salama is known through one inscription (inscription 2.22).28 According
to al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar and Ibn Shabba (d.262/877), ‘Ubayd Allah served as a judge in Medina®"
according to Waki‘(d. 306/918), this was in the year 155/771-772.%°

Another descendant of Abt Salama found in the inscriptions is his grand-grandson ‘Ubayd. This

271 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 2: 17-18.
272 Abli Bakr Ahmad ibn ‘Alf al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Ta rikk madinat al-salam wa-akhbar muhaddithihda wa-dhikr
quttaniha al- ‘ulama’ min ghayr ahliha wa-waridiha, ed. Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma‘raf (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islaamy,
2001), 12: 210.
213 Waki* Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Khalaf ibn Hayyan ibn Sadaga al-Dabi al-Baghdadi, 4khbar al-qudat (Beirut:
‘Alam al-Kutub, n.d), 1:157.
274 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 2: 17-18.
25 Tbn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7:200.
276 |pbid., 7: 357.
217 al-Tabari, Ta rikh al-rusul, 4:1579, al-Rashid, Kitabat islamiyya ghayr, 99.
278 al-Rashid was not able to identify him; see al-Rashid, Dirdasat fi al-athar, 153-154.
219 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 2:17; Abi Zayd ‘Umar Ibn Shabba al-Numayri, Kitab Ta rikh al-madina
al-munawwara (Akhbar al-madina al-nabawiyya), ed ‘Ali Muhammad Dandal and Yasin Sa‘d al-Din Bayan
(Beirut: Dar al-kutub al-‘Timiyya, 2012), 1:108.
20 \Waki‘, Akhbar al-qudat, 1: 228.
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‘Ubayd is mentioned on a gravestone (inscription 2.23) as being the son of Abii Bakr son of “Abd
al-Rahman son of Abu Salama son of ‘Ubayd Allah son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar son of al-
Khattab. ‘Ubayd does not occur in the literary record. Al-Zahrani who was the first publisher of
the gravestone, thought the name should be read as ‘Ubayda, but in the catalogue of Ahjar al-
mu alla it becomes clear that it should be read as ‘Ubayd,?! as al-Zahrani mentions based on al-
Zubayr1 that the last name appears in the genealogical work is his grandfather’s ‘Abd al-
Rahman.?®?

Two other descendant of ‘Ubayd Allah, the two brothers Muhammad and ‘Umara sons of Hamza
son of ‘Ubayd Allah, left their inscriptions next to each other, facilitating their identification.
Muhammad left three inscriptions (inscriptions 2.24-26) listing his full lineage back to “‘Umar, but
he remains unidentified in the literary record. ‘Umara only mentioned his father Hamza, without
listing any further ancestors (inscription 2.27). His mother was a Zubayrid daughter of ‘Asim son
of al-Mundhir.?8

‘Umar son of Ibrahim son of Waqid son of Muhammad son of Zayd son of ‘Abd Allah son of
‘Umar son of al-Khattab (inscriptions 2.28-30), as al-Zahrani identified him, was the governor of
Yemen, a position he obtained by force during the disputes in (194-198/809-813) between al-Amin
(r.193-198/809-813) and al-Ma’'miin (r.198-218/813-833).2%* His mother belonged to the Banii
Arhab from Hamadan.?®® When al-Zubayri (d. 236/851) composed his book, he reported that

286

‘Umar’s sons were in jail in Baghdad, without mentioning their names.”® ‘Umar’s graffiti

281 al-Khalifa et al., Ahjar al-mu ‘alla, 446.
282 al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 360 and see al-Zahrani, Kitabat islamiyya,118.
283 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 2: 18.
284 al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 360, and al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 2: 20; al-Zahrani, Kitabat
islamiyya, 105-106.
285 Abu ‘Abd Allah Baha’ al-Din Muhammad ibn Yasf ibn Y ‘aqiib al-Jundi al-Yamani, al-Suliik fi tabaqat al- ulma’
wa-l-mulitk, ed. Muhammad ibn “Alf al-Akwa“ al-Hawali (San‘a’: Maktabat al-Irshad, 1995), 1:188.
286 3]-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 359-360.
82



originated in Najran (inscriptions 2.29-30), making it likely to connect him to two graffiti found
there that mention ‘Umar son of al-Khattab (see Chapter Two, section 2.5.2).28” However, al-
Zahrani suggests that this gravestone was dated to the end of the 2"/9™ century. It is, however,
more likely that the date is a bit later, namely the 3/9"" century, because he was alive during the
disputes between al-Amin and al-Ma’miin.?®

‘Umar son of ‘Abd Allah calls himself al-‘Umart in one inscription (inscription 2.31). Al-Rashid
has suggested that he might be ‘Umar son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar, based
on what al-Zubayri and other sources reported.?®® Al-Zubayri reported that ‘Umar’s mother was
Umm Salama daughter of al-Mukhtar son of Abii ‘Ubayd son of Mas‘lid al-Thaqafi.?®
Nevertheless, ‘Umar’s name only appears in the book of Ibn “Asakir (d. 571/1176) as a narrator of
a poem written in the door of the house of “Ubayd Allah son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar, but
without his full lineage, as follows: ‘Umar son of ‘Abd Allah al-‘Umari.?! | agree with al-Rashid
that ‘Umar was the son of ‘Abd Allah, because he is the only person bearing this name in Nasab
quraysh. Al-Sam‘ani (d. 562/1166), however, mentions that the nisba al-‘Umarf is used between
the branch of ‘Abd Allah and ‘Asim, and he mentions that ‘Umar’s nephew ‘Abd Allah son of
‘Abd al-Aziz son of ‘Abd Allah used this nisba.?®? So, since it was also used by the descendants

of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Abd Allah, it is obvious that it applies not only to the individual mentioned

by al-Sam ‘ani but also to other members of this family.

287 |mbert, “Annexe — Note épigraphique,” 757-758.
288 al-Zahrani, Kitabat islamiyya, 105-106.
289 al-Rashid, Kitabat islamiyya ghayr, 48-49.
29 3]-Zubayr1, Nasab quraysh, 357.
21 |bn “Asakir, Ta rikh madinat dimashq, 38: 6.
292 * Abd al-Karim ibn Muhammad al-Sam ‘an1, Kitab al-Ansab (Hyderabad: Da’irat al-Ma ‘arif al-‘Uthmaniyya,
1962), 9: 372-374.
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One inscription mentions ‘Umar son of ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-‘Umari (inscription 2.32), supposedly
referring to ‘Umar son of ‘Abd al-Aziz son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar son of
al-Khattab. Al-Sam ‘ani said this nisba is known to have been used by ‘Umar’s brothers ‘Abd al-
Rahman and ‘Abd Allah, but it seems to be that ‘Umar used this nisba as well.?®® Interestingly,
‘Abd al-"Aziz had two sons named ‘Umar. They were distinguished on the basis of their age, one
being known by the adjective al-akbar (the eldest), the other as al-asghar (the youngest).?®* They
were born to different mothers. Al-Akbar’s mother was a Qurayshi by the name of Kaysa daughter
of ‘Abd al-Hamid son of ‘Abd Allah. Al-Asghar’s mother was an unnamed concubine.?®® ‘Umar
al-asghar was the governor of Medina and Karaman in the time of caliph al-Rashid (r. 170-
193/786-809), and governor of al-Yamama.?®® Since the graffito did not mention which ‘Umar
engraved it, it is difficult to know which ‘Umar is mentioned here.

Two tombstones belonging to two females of this family are preserved. The first one belongs to
Dahima, daughter of ‘Abd al-Rahman son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Abd al-Aziz son of ‘Abd Allah
son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar son of al-Khattab appears in (inscription 2.33). As al-Zahrani,
who published this inscription, has pointed out, she does not occur in the literary record.?®” Her
father was appointed as the judge and governor of Medina in the time of caliph al-Ma’ miin.?%
The second tombstone was erected for Hamda daughter of ‘Abd Allah son of Ibrahim son of Aba

Bakr son of ‘Abd al-‘Aziz son of ‘Abd Allzh son of ‘Abd al-Aziz son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Abd

Allah son of ‘Umar son of al-Khattab (inscription 2.34). She is not known in the literary record,

29 |bid., 9: 373.

294 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 2: 11.

2% al-Zubayr1, Nasab quraysh, 358.

29 |bid., 358.

297 al-Zahrani, Kitabat islamiyya, 279.

298 al-Zubayr1, Nasab quraysh,359; 1bn Hazm, Jamharat ansab, 153.
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the last one who appears in her linage is her great grandfather ‘Abd al-*Aziz son of ‘Abd Allah
son of ‘Abd al-‘Aziz.?%

The name Hafs son of “‘Umar (inscriptions 2.35-36) that we find in two inscriptions, in one he used
his paternal and in one used his first name only, is not easy to identify. The only person I found in
‘Umar’s family bearing this name is the grandson of Salim son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar,
according to lbn Sa‘d, his mother was a concubine.3® So based on that information we can

tentatively add Hafs son of ‘Umar to that place in the family tree.
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Figure 8 Family tree descendants of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar son of al-Khattab attested in inscriptions

299 |pn Hazm, Jamharat ansab, 153.
300 Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, T: 458.
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3.4.2. The branch of ‘Asim son of ‘Umar

‘Asim is ‘Umar’s son by his wife Jamila daughter of Thabit, known as Abi al-Aqlah. She belonged
to al-Ansar as a member of Banii ‘Amr.%%! Ibn Khayyat reported that ‘Asim died in the year
70/689-690.3%2 Al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar reported that ‘Asim had four sons and two daughters from
four wives.3®® All persons appearing in this section descend from his son Hafs. The epigraphic
record exhibits 24 individuals belonging to the branch of ‘Asim including one client and a slave
boy.

Hafs is the son of ‘Asim from his wife Sidra, daughter of Yazid, who belonged to the Bani
Muharib, and was the son of Khasfa.®* According to Ibn Sa‘d, Hafs himself had two sons, ‘Umar
and ‘Isa, both of whom appear in the epigraphic record along with their mawla. According to al-
Dhahabi (d.748/1348), Hafs died around the year 90/708-709.3%

Before turning to Hafs’ descendants, I discuss the inscriptions left by his mawla. The mawla signed
his inscription as Shaddad, client of Hafs son of ‘Asim son of ‘Umar al-Fariq (inscriptions 2.39-
40). The two inscriptions in which Shaddad’s name appears occur in the same place where Rabah
son of Hafs left his two inscriptions. Unfortunately, there is no information available about
Shaddad in the literary sources.

Rabah son of Hafs son of ‘Asim son of ‘Umar son of al-Khattab (inscriptions 2.37-38), according
to Ibn Sa‘d, died in 157/773-774 when he was 80 years old, and his real name was ‘Isa, but he

generally used his epithet Rabah.3%® Al-Mizzi (d.742/1341) reported that Rabah’s kunya was Abi

301 al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 349.
302 |bn Khayyat, al-Tabagat, 234.
303 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 21-22.
304 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 410.
305 Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Dhahabi, Siyar a ‘lam al-nubala’, ed. Shu‘ayb Arna’at (Beirut:
Mu’assasat al-Risala,1986), 4: 197.
308 |bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 530.
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Ziyad al-Madani.>*" lbn Sa‘d reports that Rabah was younger than his nephew ‘Ubayd Allah
(inscription 2.45).3% Rabah was married to ‘Abda daughter of ‘Abd Allah son of Salama son of
Rabiya son of Abt Umayya, who gave birth to three daughters: Ubaiyya, Umm Salama, and Umm
‘Amr, but bore him no sons.3%® He was also known as a hadith transmitter.>'° Nevertheless, his
name does not appear in the nasab tradition, in the works of the two Zubayrids or that of al-
Baladhuri. His name des frequently appeas in the historical account of 1bn Shabba as a transmitter
of events.3!!

Several members of the branch of ‘Umar son of Hafs son of ‘Asim son of ‘Umar produced
inscriptions. ‘Umar son of Hafs son of ‘Asim son of ‘Umar al-Fariq (inscription 2.41) left one
inscription. It is important to note that he omitted his grandfather’s name “‘Asim” in his graffito.
‘Umar’s mother was known to be from al-Ansar. Her name was Maymiina daughter of Dawud son
of Kulayb, and she belonged to the al-Khazraj tribe. ‘Umar married his cousin Fatima daughter of
‘Umar son of ‘Asim son of ‘Umar. She gave birth to Abii Bakr, ‘Ubayd Allah, Zayd, ‘Abd Allah,
‘Abd al-Rahman, Muhammad, ‘Asim, Umm ‘Asim, Umm Hamid, Umm ‘Tsa, and Umm Miskin.3'?
‘Umar’s son Abli Bakr left three inscriptions in which he describes himself as Abi Bakr son of
‘Umar son of Hafs son of ‘Asim son of ‘Umar (inscriptions 2.42-44). According to Ibn Sa‘d, Abi

Bakr did not have children. He participated in Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya’s revolution. Ibn

Sa‘d mentions that he was older than his brother ‘Ubayd Allah.3!® Abii Bakr worked as a judge in

807 al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, 22: 592.
308 Tbn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 530-531.
809 |pid., 7: 530-531.
310 |bid., 7: 531.
311 |bn Shabba, Ta rikh al-madina,1: 372 and 391.
312 Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabagqat al-kabir, 7: 459-460.
313 |bid., 7: 531-32.
87



Medina, during the time of al-Mansiir,3* under the rule of the governor Muhammad son of Khalid
al-Qasr1 (in office 141-143/758-760).31°

‘Ubayd Allah, the second son of ‘Umar, appears in one inscription as‘Ubayd Allah son of ‘Umar
(inscription 2.45). According to Ibn Sa‘d he died in the year 147/765-766.3% Ibn Khayyat,
however, mentions that he died in the year 145/762-763. According to Ibn Khayyat his kunya was
Abii ‘Umar,® but Ibn Sa‘d mentions his kunya was Abii ‘Uthman. He was a hadith transmitter.
His two sons, Rabah and Hafs, who are also mentioned in ‘Ubayd Allah’s biography in the sources,
left inscriptions around the inscription of their father.3!8

Despite leaving a fair number of inscriptions, ‘Ubayd Allah’s two sons are only referred to in
passing in the literary sources. According to Ibn Sa‘d, Rabah and Hafs are his sons from his wife
Ubaiyya daughter of Abii Bakr son of ‘Ubayd Allah son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar.?!° Rabah
son of ‘Ubayd Allah son of ‘Umar left three inscriptions (inscriptions 2.46-48). Ibn Sa‘d mentioned
him in his father’s biography, without stating whether Rabah was his name or his epithet, as was
the case with the other Rabah discussed above. However, it seems to me that Rabah was his real
name. He appears as one of the transmitters in a transmission chain in A4khbar makka by al-Fakihi
(d. 280/893).3%° Al-Sam ‘ani also mentions him as one of the ‘Umarids who was famous by the al-
‘Umari nisba.®?! Al-Madini (d. 234/849) cited him in the list of ‘Umarid individuals who

transmitted hadith from ‘Umar.3??

814 al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 362.

315Waki', Akhbar al-qudat, 1: 202-213.

316 Tbn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 531.

817 1bn Khayyat, al-Tabagat, 268-269.

318 Tbn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 531.

319 |bid., 7: 531.

320 al-Fakihi, Akhbar makka, 4: 43.

321 al-Sam ‘ani, al-4nsab, 9: 372.

322 Abi al-Hasan ‘Al1 ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Ja‘far al-Sa‘d1 al-Madini, Tasmiyat man ruwiya anhu min awlad al- ashr,

ed. ‘Alf Muhammad Jamaz (Kuwait: Dar al-Qalam, 1982), 82.
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‘Ubayd Allah’s other son left eight inscriptions, signing as Hafs son of “Ubayd Allah (inscriptions
2.49-56). Hafs was known as a hadith transmitter.3?3

Muhammad son of ‘Umar son of Hafs son of ‘Asim left a number of inscriptions (inscriptions
2.57-64). No information about him is known from the literary record. He only appears in the list
of his father’s sons in his father’s biography.3?* The inscription by Hafs son of Muhammad son of
‘Umar (inscription 2.65) was found near that of his father. This, and the fact that Hafs seems to be
a commonly used name amongst the ‘Umarid, suggests that Hafs was indeed Muhammad’s son.
‘Asim son of ‘Umar son of Hafs left 11 inscriptions (inscriptions 2.66-76). Ibn Sa‘d reported that
he was younger than his brother ‘Abd Allah. ‘Asim was known as a poet and a hadith
transmitter.3?> According to Ibn Khayyat he died in the year 154/771-772.32% A son of his left an
inscription close to that of his father. ‘Asim’s son identified himself as Ja‘far son of ‘Asim son of
‘Umar son of Hafs son of ‘Asim (inscription 2.77). This is all the more remarkable as Ibn Sa‘d
explicitly states that ‘Asim did not have a son and that his line died out after his death.3?’

Zayd son of ‘Umar son of Hafs son of ‘Asim left a number of inscriptions (inscriptions 2.78-86),
but did not receive a full treatment in the literary sources like his brothers. He is only mentioned
in his father’s biographical entry.3?® Zayd was younger than his brother ‘Abd Allah. Under one of
Zayd’s inscriptions, there is another inscription that mentions ‘Abd Allah son of Zayd. The place
of the inscription in combination with the reference to Zayd as his father, makes it very likely that
the mentioned ‘Abd Allah is Zayd’s son. This ‘Abd Allah son of Zayd left two inscriptions in total

(inscriptions 2.87-88).

323 al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Ta rikh madinat al-salam, 8: 372.

324 Tbn Sa‘d, al-Tabagqat al-kabir, 7: 460; al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 2: 23.

325 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagqat al-kabir, 7: 532-533.

326 |bn Khayyat, al-Tabagat, 269.

327 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 532.

328 Ibn Sa'd, al-Tabaqat al-kabir, 7: 460, and see al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 2: 23.
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‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar son of Hafs left two inscriptions: (inscriptions 2.89-90). According to
Ibn Sa‘d, he was a hadith transmitter. He participated in Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya’s
revolution and was sent to al-Mutbagq prison in Baghdad.3?° Two years later, after being in prison,
al-Manstar sent him back to Medina, where, according to the tabagat, he eventually died in 171—
172/787-789.3%°

‘Abd Allah’s son ‘Abd al-Rahman left five inscriptions (inscriptions 2.91-95), signing as ‘Abd al-
Rahman son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar son of Hafs. He was a judge in Medina during the time
of caliph al-Rashid.®*! His mother was Hafsa daughter of Abi Bakr son of ‘Umar son of ‘Abd al-
Rahman son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar.®*? ‘Abd al-Rahman reportedly died
in Safar in 186/ February-March 802.3%% ‘ Abd al-Rahman’s five sons, Isma‘il, ‘Asim, Muhammad,
‘Isa and Zayd all used the nisba “al-‘UmarT” in the inscriptions that they left.

Eight inscriptions were left by Isma‘7l son of ‘Abd al-Rahman son of ‘Abd Allah al- Umari
(inscriptions 2.96-103), but this Isma ‘Tl is not known from the literary record. His brother ‘Asim
son of ‘Abd al-Rahman son of ‘Abd Allah al-‘Umart left three inscriptions (inscriptions 2.104-
106). His name appears only in an account transmitted about his father.3** One of his slaves, calling
himself Rabi’ fata ‘ Asim son of ‘Abd al-Rahman, left four inscriptions as well (inscriptions 2.113-
116). Two sons of ‘Asim are known from the epigraphic record although they are not known from

the literary sources. ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Asim (inscriptions 2.107-110) and his brother Muhammad

329 Tbn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 532.
330 |bid., 7: 532.
331 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 2: 24, al-Baladhuri does not mention where he was judge Ansab al-
ashraf, 5: 517.
332 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 2: 24.
333 Muhammad ibn Isma 1l al-Bukhari, al-Ta rikh al-kabir (Hyderabad: Da’irat al-Ma"arif al- ‘Uthmaniyya), 5: 316.
334 Abii Bakr Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Baqi ibn Muhammad al-Ansar1 Qadi al-Maristan, Ahadith al-shuyitkh al-
thigat, al-shahir bi-l-mashyakha al-kubra, ed. al-Sharif Hatim ibn ‘Arif al-*Awni (Mecca: Dar ‘Alam al-Fawa’id,
1422 /2001-2002), 3: 1051.
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son of ‘Asim (inscriptions 2.111-112) left three and two inscriptions respectively. Three further
sons of ‘Abd al-Rahman left inscriptions as well. Muhammad son of ‘Abd al-Rahman son of “‘Abd
Allah son of “Umar al-*‘Umari (inscriptions 2.120-123) left four inscriptions with a long genealogy,
spanning four generations. Two other sons, ‘Isa, (inscriptions 2.117-119) and Zayd (inscriptions
2.124-134), only used their father’s name, ‘Abd al-Rahman, and the nisba al-‘Umarit in their
inscriptions. Al-Rashid discussed two possible identifications: one possibility is that Zayd
belonged to the branch of Hafs. This assumption is deducted from the other names that appear in
the epigraphic record, his brothers Muhammad and Isma ‘1l.>% However, Al-Rashid argued that he
considered it more likely that Zayd belonged to the branch of Zayd son of al-Khattab, and that he
might be identified as Zayd son of ‘Abd al-Rahman son of ‘Abd al-Hamid son of ‘Abd al-Rahman
son of Zayd son of al-Khattab.3* In my research | was able to connect the name Zayd with the
names of the others members of ‘Umar’s family, proving the identification of Zayd as son of “Abd
al-Rahman son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar, the first option that al-Rashid offers, seems to be the
correct one. In addition, al-Rashid published another inscription that also mentioned the name of
Zayd son of ‘Abd al-Rahman son of ‘Abd Allah. However, he never connected these two
inscriptions together. In my research | identified the inscription of Zayd’s son al-Fariiq (inscription
2.136) which mentions a long lineage. This arguably solves the issue, namely that this person,
Zayd, is actually a descendant of ‘Umar. As indicated, al-Fariiq son of Zayd left one inscription
with a very long lineage, in fact spanning nine generations: al-Fartiq son of Zayd son of ‘Abd al-
Rahman son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Umar son of Hafs son of ‘Asim son of ‘Umar son of al-Khattab.

Additionally al-Fariiq left three other inscriptions. In one of them he signs as al-Fariiq son of Zayd

3% al-Rashid, Kitabat islamiyya ghayr, 52 and 70.
336 |bid., 71.
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al-‘Umari (inscription 2.135), and two of his graffiti do not mention any paternal lineage

(inscriptions 2.137-138).
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Figure 9 Family tree descendants of ‘Asim son of ‘Umar son of al-Khattib attested in inscriptions

3.5. The descendants of al-Zubayr son of al-‘Awwam

Al-Zubayr (d. 36/656) appears in the inscription found in Iraq alongside nine other companions of
the Prophet, amongst whom we find ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab as discussed above (see section 3.4).
Al-Zubayr played an important role in the formative years of Islam.33" His family is related to the
clan of Bant Asad ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza ibn QusT, from the tribe of al-Quraysh. Al-Zubayr son of al-
‘Awwam is the great-grandson of ‘Abd al-‘Uzza.33® Al-Zubayr’s mother was Safiyya, the daughter
of ‘Abd al-Muttalib and an aunt of the Prophet Muhammad. Al-ZubayrT mentions that he had 10
sons, but Ibn Sa‘d mentions 11 sons. Al-Zubayr1 did not mention his daughters from his first wife

Asma’, but Ibn Sa‘d did. According to both al-Zubayri and Ibn Sa‘d, his sons from Asma’ were

3371, Hasson, “al-Zubayr b. al-‘Awwam,” EI?, 11: 549.
338 al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashrdf, 5: 31.
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‘Abd Allah, al-Mundhir, ‘Urwa and ‘Asim, additionally Ibn Sa‘d added, al-Muhajir,>* as well as
the daughters Khadija al-Kubra, Umm al-Hasan and ‘A’isha by his wife Asma’ daughter of Abii
Bakr the first caliph.3*° By his second wife, al-Rabab daughter of Anif al-Kalbi, he had two sons
and one daughter: Mus‘ab, Ramla, and Hamza. With Umm Khalid, daughter of Khalid son of Sa‘id
al-AsT, he had two more sons called Khalid and ‘Amr, and three daughters Habiba, Sawda, and
Hind.** From with his wife Zaynab daughter of Bishr from the Banii Qays, he had ‘Ubayda and
Ja‘far, and two daughters. The mother of Zaynab daughter of Bishr was Umm Kulthiim who was
in turn the daughter of ‘Ugba son of Abt Ma‘it and Khadija al-Sughra from his wife al-Halal
daughter of Qays son of Nawfal from Banii Asad son of Khuzayma. ***The children from all these
marriages are mentioned by both al-ZubayrT and Ibn Sa“d. All his sons had offspring except ‘Asim,
who died at a young age.>*3

Five branches of this family are dealt with here as they left inscriptions: the descendants of ‘Abd
Allah, who left 33 inscriptions, and 1 inscription mentions ‘Abd Allah; the descendants of al-
Mundhir, with 14 inscriptions; the descendants of ‘Urwa, represented by 14 inscriptions; ‘Amr’s
branch represented through 3 inscriptions and, finally, the descendants of Ja‘far, who left only 1
inscription; Also, there are some Zubayrids, whose lineage was shortened and who will be
discussed in section 3.5.5.

One of al-Zubayr’s sons has a graffito, ‘Amr (inscription 3.63). Moreover, three sons of al-Zubayr
are mentioned in graffiti by their clients (mawali): al-Mundhir (inscription 3.35), ‘Urwa

(inscription 3.51),%4 and ‘Amr (inscription 3.64). In addition, ‘Abd Allah’s name was discovered

33 Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 3: 93-94.

340 al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 236.

341 1bid., 236.

342 1bid., 236.

343 1bid., 236.

34 Maysa’ Ghabban, “al-Kitabat al-islamiyya al-mubakkira,” 207.
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in a graffito that can be dated between the 1%-2"Y/8™ century in Ta’if, and which is engraved by a
man named ‘Ubayd son of ‘Asim (inscription 3.1). This family differs from the other families in
this corpus because their inscriptions come from six different areas in present-day Saudi Arabia —
namely Medina, Mecca, al-"Ula, Tabtk, Khaybar and ‘Asham.

3.5.1. The branch of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr

‘Abd Allah3* the counter-caliph (r. 64-73/683-692) was the eldest son of al-Zubayr. According to
the Muslim sources, he was the first Muslim boy born in Medina from al-Muhajirtn, who arrived
with Muhammad from Mecca. His first wife was Tumadir daughter of Manzir from the Bana
Fazara. She gave birth to four sons called Khubayb, Hamza, ‘Abbad, and Thabit.3*® With his
second wife, Umm Hisham “Zajla”, his first wife’s sister, he had four sons: Hisham, Qays, al-
Zubayr, and ‘Urwa. His third wife was Hantama daughter of ‘Abd al-Rahman son of al-Harith son
of Hisham. She gave birth to two sons called Miisa and ‘Amir, and three daughters: Umm Hakim,
Fatima and Fakhita. ‘Abd Allah had a son from his wife Rayta daughter of ‘Abd al-Rahman son
of al-Harith son of Hisham son of al-Mughira, called Abii Bakr. From his wife ‘A’isha daughter
of ‘Uthman son of ‘Affan Bakr, ‘Abd Allah had a daughter Ruqayya. 3*’ Another Bakr was born
to his wife Nafisa Umm al-Hasan daughter of al-Hasan son of ‘Alf son of Aba Talib.>*® Finally,
‘Abd Allah had a son named ‘Abd Allah whose mother was a concubine.3°

Al-Zubayr and ‘Urwa died with their father ‘Abd Allah during the siege of Mecca in 73/692.3%

‘Abd Allah appears in an inscription published by al-Harithi in 1997 (inscription 3.1), found in the

345 H.A.R. Gibb, “‘Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr,” EI?, 1:55.
346 al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 240.
347 Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 6: 473.
348 1bid., 6: 473.
349 al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 243; Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabaqgat al-kabir, 6: 473.
350 al-Zubayr1, Nasab quraysh, 243.
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region of al-Ta’if.>®! It is essentially a prayer to ‘Abd Alldh son of al-Zubayr made by a certain
‘Ubayd Allah son of ‘Asim. The corpus related to the branch of ‘Abd Allah comes from his three
sons: ‘Abbad (section 3.5.1.1), Hamza (section 3.5.1.2), and Musa (section 3.5.1.3).

3.5.1.1. The branch of ‘Abbad son of ‘Abd Allah

From the ‘Abbad branch, five people are known from the epigraphic record, including ‘Abbad’s
son Yahya, Yahya’s son Ishaq, and Yahya’s great-grandson named Muhammad son of Ya‘qtib son
of ‘Abd al-Wahhab son of Yahya. The names of two descendants of ‘Abbad’s son Salih are found
on gravestones; they belong to the 11" generation of Zubayrids.

Two of “Abbad’s sons are known from the epigraphic sources. The first one left one inscription,
signing as Yahya son of ‘Abbad (inscription 3.2). It was possible to identify Yahya son of ‘Abbad
of the Zubayrid family because his inscription was surrounded by those left by other members of
his family. His biography is relatively sparse. Al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar (d. 256/870) reported that his
mother was ‘A’isha daughter of ‘Abd al-Rahman son of al-Harith son of Hisham son of al-
Mughira.®? According to al-Baladhuri, Yahya was a jurist.® Ishaqg, who was identified as Yahya’s
second son, left two inscriptions (inscriptions 3.3-4). He signed with his own and his father’s name.
The only reference to him in the literary sources is in his father’s biography. It is said that his
mother was also from the Zubayrid family and that her name was Asma’ daughter of Thabit son
of ‘Abd Allah.>%*

A further removed descendant of Yahya, through his son ‘Abd al-Wahhab, left an inscription as

well. This great-grandson of Yahya is identified in his inscriptions as Muhammad son of Ya‘qiib

31 al-Harithi, al-Nugiish al- ‘arabiyya, 88.
352 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 85.
33 al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashraf, 5: 62.
34 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagqat al-kabir, 7:463-464.
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son of ‘Abd al-Wahhab son of Yahya (inscriptions 3.5-14). Muhammad’s kunya was Abii ‘Umar
al-Madani. He was a hadith transmitter.3>> According to Ibn Hajar (d. 852/1449), he died before
250/864-865.3%

The gravestones mention the descendants of “‘Abbad’s second son Salih. Salih’s biography in the
familiar narrative sources point to an apparent discrepancy between the literary and epigraphic
sources, which has misled some scholars in the past. Mus‘ab al-Zubayri writes: “Salih son of
‘Abbad had no one to survive him. He had sons, but their lineage died out.”®*'The famous
Andalusian genealogist Ibn Hazm explicitly stated that Salih, like his brother Muhammad but
unlike his brother Yahya, had no children. He writes: “The sons of ‘Abbad son of ‘Abd Allah were
Yahya (who) transmitted hadith from him (i.e. ‘Abbad) and (who) had offspring and Muhammad
and Salih (who) had no children.”**® On the other hand, two gravestones found in the Mecca area
seem to refer to descendants of Salih son of ‘Abbad, extending seven generations after Salih.

The full names on the gravestones are: ‘Abd al-Wahhab son of Muhammad son of Ahmad son of
Misa son of Hamza son of Bakr son of ‘Abd Allah son of Salih son of ‘Abbad son of ‘Abd Allah
son of al-Zubayri (inscription 3.15) and Muhammad son of al-Qasim son of ‘Abd Allah son of
Muhammad son of Hamza son of Bakr son of ‘Abd Allah son of Salih®° son of ‘Abbad son of
‘Abd Allah al-Zubayr (inscription 3.16). ‘Abd al-Wahhab and Muhammad thus share the same
grandfather, Hamza. Indeed, the scholars who first published and republished the two gravestones,

al-Zahrant and al-Haddad, simply assumed that the gravestones provided additional genealogical

355 |bn Hazm, Jamharat ansab, 122.
36 Ahmad ibn ‘Al lbn Hajar al-‘Asgalani, Taqgrib al-tahdhib, ed. Abii al-Ashbal Saghir Ahmad Shaghif al-Bakistani
(Dar al-*Asima, 1421/2000-2001), 910.
357¢¢) gum Jild aly 4l S 4y Sbe o il Gl 57, al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 242.
358 cagd e Y mllia s cdena g e alg Gyl dle (55 (g il ne (o 2be A @) |bn Hazm, Jamharat ansab, 122.
359 al-Salook thought the name to be Talha, and he was not sure about the reading of the name ‘Abbad see al-Salook,
“Analytical and Palaeographic,” 90-91; al-Zahrani comments on his book in the footnote that the name should be
read as Salih, al-Zahrani, Kitabat islamiyya, 301, note 3.
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information about Salih’s family, extending his descendants seven generations beyond what the
literary sources mention, and thuscorrecting the mistakes of the genealogists.®®® But their
information was solely based on al-Zubayri and Ibn Hazm, and they did not look to the first edition
of al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar’s book which was published in 1962.

The answer to this seeming discrepancy between our sources — the literary and the epigraphic
record — lies in a more careful and complete examination of the nasab works. In fact another nasab
work, namely Jamharat nasab quraysh by Zubayr ibn Bakkar, mentions an ‘Abd Allah son of
Salih. According to Zubayr ibn Bakkar, ‘Abd Allah’s mother was Umm ‘Uthman daughter of ‘Abd
al-Rahman son of al-Akhnas son of Sharig.**! Moreover, if we read Zubayr ibn Bakkar’s report
carefully, we see that he states that ‘Abd Allah son of Salih son of ‘Abbad did have sons (lahu
walad). The biographer did not give their names. In any case, the gravestones extend Salih’s
descendants for at least six generations beyond what is known from the narrative sources.

3.5.1.2. The branch of Hamza son of ‘Abd Allah

The branch of Hamza is more present in the epigraphic record than any of the other branches of
the descendant of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr. Most of their inscriptions are found near to those
of their cousins from the branch of ‘Urwa (see section 3.5.3) and the descendant of ‘Abbad (see
section 3.5.1.1) in Muzj. There are two exceptions, and these are the inscriptions that were not
found in Muzj (inscriptions 3.19-20).

Eight individuals from Hamza’s branch left their inscriptions, seven of whom did so, moreover, in

the same area, close to each other. Remarkably, we find inscriptions from four generations of this

360 al-Zahrani, Kitabat islamiyya, 299-300; see also Muhammad Hamza al-Haddad used Muhammad and ‘Abd al-
Wahhab epitaphs in his book al-Nugiish al-athariyya masdaran lil-ta rikh al-islami wa-1-hadara al-islamiyya
(Cairo: Maktabat Zahra™ al-Sharg, 2002), 1:31.
361 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab quraysh wa-akhbaruha, ed. Mahmiid Muhammad Shakir (Cairo:
Maktabat Dar al-‘Urtiba,1962), 1: 75.
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branch in the same spot. In Muzj, none of the Zubayrids descending from Hamza’s son of ‘Abd
Allah used the final nisba “al-Zubayr1”, this in contrast to the practice of members of the branch
of ‘Urwa in the same place (see section 3.5.2, and Part Two). However, the two graffiti found
outside Muzj did use the nisba ibn al-Zubayr (inscriptions 3.19-20).

According to the nasab tradition, Hamza had six sons: ‘Abbad, Hashim, ‘Amir, Aba Bakr, Yahya,
and Sulayman (all born from different wives). Three of the named sons are represented in the
inscriptions.®% ‘ Abbad was Hamza’s eldest son.%®® He left two inscriptions (inscriptions 3.17-18),
one with his son ‘Abd Allah, and the second with his friend Ma‘bad son of Abu Layla. He never
used more than one paternal name to present himself. The Zubayrids belonging to the ‘Abd Allah
branch used from one up to three paternal ancestors in all other places but in the area of Muzj they
only used their father’s name (see, for example, inscriptions 3.4, 5, 21, and 24).

Unfortunately, very little is known about ‘Abbad. His mother was Hind daughter of Qutba son of
Harim, who belonged to Banii Fazara.*** ‘Abbad was alive at the time of caliph al-Walid | (r.86-
96/705-715 ).3% As mentioned above some parts of al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar’s book were lost. One
of the parts that did survive, starts with the sons of ‘Abbad son of Hamza. al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar
writes rather enigmatically: “Thus, the line of “Abbad son of Hamza died out, except for some men
and women.”*®® 1bn Hazm mentions al-Zubayr son of ‘Abbad and his son Yahya.*¢’

Despite his earlier remark on the dying out of the line of ‘Abbad, al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar does

mentions one grandson of ‘Abbad, namely Yahya son of al-Zubayr, thereby indirectly providing

362 al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh,240-241, see al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, from here onward | am using the
edition of ‘Abbas HanT al-Jarrakh 1:171-87, and see lbn Hazm, Jamharat ansab, 123.
363 a ST 55 jan o 2w o 3ea (i 3be (IS, al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 78.
364 1bid., 1: 71.
%5 Ibid., 1: 75.
966 cecilausi s a5 W) €8 3as (0 3e Ay il 857, Tbid., 1: 85,
37 |bn Hazm, Jamharat ansab, 123.
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the name of one of ‘Abbad’s grandsons: Yahya son of al-Zubayr.>®® Yahya did indeed leave
inscriptions, although his father is absent from the epigraphic record (see below). Inscriptions by
‘Abbad’s two other sons, ‘Abd Allah (inscriptions 3.18-19) and ‘Ubayd Allah (inscription 3.20),
were also found. One of ‘Abd Allah’s inscriptions was found near one by his father. His brother
‘Ubayd Allah’s graffito was, on the other hand, located in Tabitk.

As mentioned above, ‘Abbad’s son al-Zubayr did not leave an inscription, but his descendants are
present in the epigraphic record. This concerns his son, Yahya, and his grandson Muhammad.
Yahya son of al-Zubayr son of ‘Abbad appears as such in three inscriptions (inscriptions 3.21-23).
According to al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Yahya was known as “Shaykh al-Zubayr” and was responsible
for al-Zubayr family alms (wali sadagatihim). Yahya lived at the time of caliph al-Mahdi (r. 158-
169/775-785). Once, when al-Mahdi visited Medina, he tried to convince Yahya to move with him
to Baghdad, but Yahya refused, saying that since his mother was very old, he did not want her to
die outside Medina. Yahya died at the age of 87.%° He appears as a transmitter of riuals of the
Prophet,®° and is also mentioned as a transmitter concerning the reign of his great-grandfather
‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr.®"

Strangely enough, al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar never mentioned who Yahya’s mother was, although he
mentioned that he met Yahya in person when the latter was already old and as such, we can
presume that al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar would have had an opportunity to ask about family relations.
Similarly, he did not mention any offspring of Yahya.®’? Nevertheless, a son of Yahya left an

inscription indicating his relation to his great-grandfather ‘Abbad, signing Muhammad son of

368 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 84-85.
369 |bid., 1: 84-85.
370 |bn Shabba, Ta rikh al-madina, 1: 48.
371 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 64-65.
372 |bid., 1: 84-85.
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Yahya son of al-Zubayr son of ‘Abbad (inscription 3.24). Al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar did not give many
details about Yahya, except that he married someone from the ‘Umar family.3”® Also, he does not
mention any offspring. This is exceptional because Muhammad’s inscription is dated 207/822-
823, so it was supposedly made during the lifetime of the two Zubayrid genealogists, Mus‘ab al-
Zubayri (d. 236/851) and al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar (d. 256/870).

Sulayman was Hamza’s second son to have left an inscription using his own and his father’s name
(inscription 3.25). His mother was Umm al-Khattab daughter of Shayba. She belonged to the Bana
‘Abd al-Ashhal.®* Al-Zubayri and al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar wrote the same statement about
Sulayman: “Sulayman (son of Hamza) had no offspring except women.”3"> However, a graffito
placed next to Sulayman son of Hamza, mentions a son of his called Isma‘il (inscription 3.26),
who is not known from the literary record.

The third and final of Hamza’s sons who is present in the epigraphic record is Hashim (inscriptions
3.27-29). His mother was a concubine.®"®

3.5.1.3. The branch of Miisa son of ‘Abd Allah

Miisa was the youngest son of ‘Abd Allah. From his branch three individuals have left inscriptions,
all three are grandsons of Saddiq son of Miisa. Mus ‘ab al-Zubayri wrote: “among the sons of Miisa
son of ‘Abd Allah, is Saddiq son of Miisa who transmitted hadith on his (i.e. Miisa’s) authority.
Misa’s descendants (all come) from the sons of Saddiq son of Miisa.”

(30 O ada A g (e (o 90 e g el Ao (55 3 OIS ¢ 0 (3 Girda il 2o (g0 A5 (e g)

373 1bid., 1: 85.
374 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 77; Ibn Khayyat, al-Tabagat, 268.
375 el Jad e W) e Glaald | al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 241; al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 78.
376 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 78.
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Unfortunately, he does not mention Saddiq’s sons’ names.3’’ This makes it more difficult to
identify some of the names in the inscriptions with individuals from this branch, especially if they
did not mention a genealogy going back many generations. Fortunately, three individuals left their
inscriptions on the same rock (inscriptions 3.30 -34), so that all can be connected and identified.
Saddiq’s son ‘Atiq is known through the graffito of his son ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Atiq son of Saddiq
son of Misa (inscription 3.30). The biography of ‘Abd Allah’s grandfather, Saddiq, does not
contain any information about his children or wives, not even whether he had any. Indeed, Ibn
Sa‘d made two entries for ‘Atiq in two different volumes without mentioning his wives or sons*’®
‘Atiq and Ya‘qib, even though he does refer to his grandson in a different work.

Another son of Saddiq, Ya‘qub, is represented by graffiti left by two of his sons: ‘Atiq son of
Ya‘qub son of Saddiq son of Miisa son of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr left three inscriptions
(inscriptions 3.31-33). Unfortunately, al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar did not provide any information about
him, but he does appear as a narrator in his book.3”® The mother of ‘Atiq also descended from al-
Zubayr. Her name was Hafsa daughter of ‘Umar son of ‘Atiq son of ‘Amr son of ‘Abd Allah son
of al-Zubayr. Ibn Sa‘d also provides an account that ‘Atiq was one of the companions of Malik
ibn Anas (d. 179/795)’ information that he copied Malik’s al-Muwatta ™ and other works, which
remain, however, unnamed. Two different death dates are mentioned for ‘Atiq: 227/841-842 or

228/842-843.3% Ya‘qiib’s other son left an inscription, signing as ‘Amir son of Ya‘qiib son of

Saddiq (inscription 3.34).

377 al-Zubayr1, Nasab quraysh, 243.
378 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagqat al-kabir, 7: 483 and 8: 46.
379 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 552.
380 Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 617.
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Figure 10 Family tree of descendants of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr branch attested in inscriptions

3.5.2. The branch of al-Mundhir son of al-Zubayr

Al-Mundhir (d. 64/683) was reportedly the second son of al-Zubayr. He fought on his brother ‘Abd
Allah’s side, and he died during the first siege of Mecca by Husayn son of Numayr in 64/683.%8
His kunya, according to Ibn Sa‘d, was Abii ‘Uthman.3®? Al-Zubayri only recorded six of al-
Mundhir’s sons, namely only those who had had sons themselves: the three full brothers
Muhammad, Ibrahim and “Ubayd Allah whose mother was from Bani Taim, and additionally the
brothers ‘Amr, ‘Asim, and Abii ‘Ubayda, who were born from different wives.3® Al-Zubayr ibn
Bakkar recorded two more sons, namely Zayd and Sa‘id and stated they were full brothers to
Muhammad son of al-Mundhir. Even though al-Zubayri was aware of the existence of these sons

and in fact reported about them to al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, he did not include them in his own report

3813]-Zubayr1, Nasab quraysh, 245.

32 Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 181.

383 Some of them al-Zubayri mention their mother and others do not; see al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 244,
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because they did not have sons themselves, as mentioned above.*®* Another account by a different
transmitter said that al-Zubayr and Sa ‘1d were full brothers born to Muhammad son of al-Mundhir
and that their mother was Zaynab daughter of Sa‘id son of Zayd son of ‘Amr son of Nafil. Yet
another report added another full brother for Muhammad, namely Mu‘awiya.>® Ibn Bakkar also
added two sons of al-Mundhir, ‘Uthman and ‘Abd al-Rahman.*® Al-Mundhir’s name appears in
an inscription engraved by his client, Bashir, who remains otherwise anonymous (inscription 3.35).
Eight individuals related to the branch of al-Mundhir will be discussed here. However, more focus
will be given to the two branches of the family for which there are inscriptions: that of ‘Ubayd
Allah and that of Muhammad. The branch of al-Mundhir’s son ‘Ubayd Allah has produced only
one name, which appears in four inscriptions. On the other hand, the branch of al-Mundhir’s
grandson Falith son of Muhammad appears with seven individuals who all left inscriptions in
Ruwawa.

‘Abd Allah son of Muhammad son of al-Mundhir son of ‘Ubayd Allah son of al-Mundhir son of
al-Zubayr is known from four inscriptions (inscriptions 3.36-39). His name appears in several
accounts, mainly in the work of al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar who mentions his name in different places
in his book as a narrator of historical accounts. He was a “muftasib, ” a market inspector, under
the Abbasids when Dawiid son of ‘Isa son of Miisa al-‘Abasi was governor of Medina and Mecca
(in office 195-199/810-814).%8" According to al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, the Quraysh authorized ‘Abd
Allah at this time to initiate a fight against thieves.®¥ Unfortunately, his birth and death dates are

unknown.

384 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1:178.
385 |bid., 1: 178.
386 |bid., 1: 183.
387 He was appointed as governor of Mecca in 193/809-810, but appeared as governor of Mecca and Medina in
195/810-811,; al-Tabari, Ta rikh al-rusul, 5: 1760, 1778, and 1828.
388 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 185.
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The other branch is that of Falth son of Muhammad son of al-Mundhir son of al-Zubayr. Falih’s
mother was Fakhita daughter of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr. There are no references to Falih’s
children in the biographical literature.*® However, the inscriptions contain information about three
of his sons: Ishag, Muhammad and Ibrahim. Muhammad son of Falih is known from two
inscriptions (inscriptions 3.43-44). Al-Rashid already suggested that Muhammad might be the son
of Falih al-Zubayri. Al-Rashid’s argument is based on the presence of an inscription from a
paternal uncle with the name ‘Umara son of Ibrahim son of Falih al-Zubayri (inscription 3.41)
nearby. However, al-Rashid was not sure about his identification as the son of Falih, because he
found references about other persons named Muhammad son of Falih.>® The Ta rikh al-madina
(History of Medina) describes the estate of al-Zubayr (baqi® al-Zubayr), and describes the houses
“Dur” as well as the families living in it. In this description he includes several family members
of al-Mundhir son of al-Zubayr. He mentions that the house of Bani Muhammad son of Falih son
of al-Mundhir was located in Baqi‘ al-Zubayr.3*! Because Muhammad’s descendants continued to
live in Medina it is likely that it was Muhammad who left graffiti close to the city. In addition, Ibn
Hajar mentions Muhammad as a hadith transmitter quoting from his father.3%?

Two other sons of Falih, together with their descendants, also appear in inscriptions, but they are
not known from the literary sources. Ibrahim son of Falth (inscription 3.40) and his son ‘Umara
son of Ibrahim son of Falih al-Zubayr1 left one inscription (inscription 3.41). As al-Rashid has

pointed out, ‘Umara is related to the branch of al-Mundhir based on his grandfather Falih al-

Zubayri.**® ‘Umara’s son left one inscription, signing: Ibrahim son of ‘Umiara (inscription 3.42).

389 |bid., 1: 183.
390 al-Rashid, Kitabat islamiyya ghayr, 23.
391 |pn Shabba, Ta rikh al-madina, 1: 141.
392 Abu al-Fadl Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn ‘Alf ibn Hajar al-*Asqalani, 7a jil al-manf a bi-zawa ’id rijal al-"imma al-
arba ‘a, ed. Ikram Allah Imdad al-Haqq (Beirut: Dar al-Basha’r al-Islamiyya, 1996), 2: 117-118.
393 al-Rashid, Kitabat islamiyya ghayr, 32-33.
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Ishaq is Falih’s final son who is represented in the epigraphic record with two inscriptions by
himself, signing as Ishaq son of Falih son of Muhammad (inscriptions 3.45-46). Additionally, two
inscriptions are left by his two sons; one of them signed as ‘Abd Allah son of Ishaq son of Falih
(inscription 3.47). Unfortunately, the first name of the second inscription is damaged | will refer
to him in the family tree as PN (inscription 3.48). On the basis of this information, it is possible to
extend al-Mundhir’s family tree beyond what is known from the literary record with two sons,

three grandsons, and one great-grandson of al-Mundhir’s grandson Falih.
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Figure 11 Family tree of descendants of the branch of al-Mundhir son of al-Zubayr attested in inscriptions

3.5.3. The branch of ‘Urwa son of al-Zubayr
‘Urwa (d. 93-94/711-713) 3°* was the son of al-Zubayr by his first wife Asma’ daughter of Abii
Bakr the first caliph. ‘Urwa’s first wife was Fakhita daughter of al-Aswad son of Abt al-Bakhturi.

She gave birth to ‘Abd Allah and ‘Umar. ‘Urwa’s second wife was Umm Yahya daughter of al-

3% @G. Schoeler, “‘Urwa b. al-Zubayr,” EI?, 10: 911.
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Hakam son of Abii al-‘As. Yahya, Muhammad, and ‘Uthman were born from this second marriage.
His third wife, Asma’ daughter of Salama son of ‘Umar son of Abti Salama son of ‘Abd al-Asad
al-Makhzimi gave birth to ‘Ubayd Allah. As for the two other sons, Hisham and Mus‘ab, their
mothers were both concubines,®® but only the name of Mus ‘ab’s mother, Wasla, is known.3% Al-
Baladhuri, however, considered Mus‘ab, ‘Umar, and ‘Ubayd Allah as full brothers of Asma’
daughter of Salama son of ‘Umar son of Abii Salama al-Makziimi.3’

‘Urwa was known as one of the seven jurists of Medina (al-fiugaha’ al-sab ‘a).3® In total eleven
individuals belong to “Urwa, ten descendants of “Urwa belonging to the four branches of ‘Uthman,
‘Abd Allah, Yahya, and Mus ab have left inscriptions, and one client mawla of ‘Urwa or the son
of his mawla. ‘Urwa’s mawla described himself in an inscription as Habib son of Aba Habib, a
client of ‘Urwa son of al-Zubayr (inscription 3.51). Habib appears in the work of Ibn Sa‘d as a
hadith transmitter.3*° According to Ibn Hibban (d.354/965), Habib died during the reign of caliph
Marwan II (r. 127-132/744-750).4%°

Inscriptions associated with the branch of “Urwa have been found in different places throughout
Arabia: the majority is located around Medina, but we also find inscriptions in al-‘Ula, Tabiik, and
Khaybar. In 1935 and 1936, Othman Rostem visited the city of Medina and conducted a survey.
One of his findings was a graffito at Bi’r ‘Urwa south of Medina, related to one grandson of ‘Urwa,
from his son ‘Abd Allah. Unfortunately, he did not publish a picture of the inscription, and the

inscription was, damaged in the first line. Rostem thought that the graffito might be related to

3% al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 245-248.
3% Tbn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 177.
397 al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashraf, 5: 54.
3% Schoeler, “‘Urwa b. al-Zubayr,” EI2, 10:911.
3% Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 507.
400 Abii Hatim Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Hibban al-Busti, Kitab al-Thigat (Hyderabad: Da’irat al-Ma ‘arif al-
‘Uthmaniyya, 1973), 6: 180.
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‘Umar son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Urwa,*** who appears below in another inscription. Khalid
Askiibi, who visited the place recently, stated that the text could no longer be found.*%

‘Uthman son of ‘Urwa (inscription 3.49) and his son ‘Urwa son of ‘Uthman (inscription 3.50) left
one inscription each. These two inscriptions are situated close to each other. However, amongst
the Zubayrid, there were two people with the name ‘Uthman son of ‘Urwa, according to the literary
sources. The full name of the first identified person was: ‘Uthman son of ‘Urwa son of al-Zubayr
son of Mus ‘ab son of ‘Ukasha son of Mus‘ab son of al-Zubayr. He is known to have had two sons
but their names were unknown to al-Zubayri.*®® The other individual was ‘Uthman son of ‘Urwa
son of al-Zubayr, in the branch of al-Zubayr that is discussed in this section thus ‘Uthman son of
‘Urwa. Al-Rashid thought that ‘Uthman son of ‘Urwa was the son of ‘Urwa son of al-Zubayr.4%*
However, al-Rashid used al-Sakhawi (d. 902/1497) as his source and was therefore faced with a
disagreement between the literary sources and the inscriptions. Al-Sakhawi wrote that ‘Uthman
son of ‘Urwa died in the time of al-Mansur and had no 0ffspring.405 Al-Rashid, based on al-
Samhiidi (d. 911/1440), mentioned that ‘Urwa had property in Wadi al-°Aqiq, at the edge of
Ruwawa, supporting his argument that the person in the inscription must have been ‘Uthman son
of ‘Urwa.*% Nevertheless, the discrepancy between our sources must be addressed first, because
the work that al-Rashid used, al-Sakhawi is a comparatively late source. Indeed, other, older
sources present different opinions.

Al-Zubayri and al-Baladhuri argue that ‘Uthman son of ‘Urwa had sons but that the line

401 Rostem, “Rock inscriptions,” 24.
402K halid Askiibi, personal communication, October 17, 2020.
403 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 214.
404 al-Rashid, Kitabat islamiyya ghayr, 42.
495 Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sakhawi, al-Tujfa al-lafifa fi ta rikh al-madina al-Sharifa
(Cairo: Matba‘at Dar Nashr al-Thaqafa, 1979), 3: 161.
4% al-Samhiidi, Wafa’ al-Wafa', 3: 189-192; and see al-Rashid, Kitabat islamiyya ghayr, 124, note 124.
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(eventually) died out.*°” On the other hand, al-Zubayr ibn al-Bakkar claims that his line continued
but that it did so through his daughters.*°®® None of these authorities, however, mentioned ‘Uthman
son of ‘Urwa’s offspring by name. Ibn Sa‘d solved the issue by providing details about the children
of ‘Uthman son of ‘Urwa. He counted seven sons and six daughters from two wives and one
concubine.*®® As mentioned above, ‘Uthman son of ‘Urwa son of al-Zubayr mother was a
Qurayshi, and the daughter of al-Hakam son of Abii al-‘As. Interestingly, ‘Uthman’s wife, and the
mother of his son ‘Urwa, was also a Zubayrid from the branch of al-Mundhir. Her name was Qariba
daughter of ‘Abd al-Rahman son of al-Mundhir. Based on the chronology constructed by Ibn Sa‘d,
it seems that ‘Urwa was ‘Uthman’s eldest son.*1

‘Abd Allah in turn was ‘Urwa’s eldest son.*!! His kunya was Abii Bakr. ‘Abd Allah had five sons,
‘Umar, Salih, Salama, Salim, and Musalim, and three daughters from two wives, both belonging
to the Zubayrids. The first two sons, and ‘A’isha, were children from Umm Hakim daughter of
‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr. The other children were from his wife Umm Salama daughter of
Hamza son of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr.*'? Three of ‘Abd Allah’s sons appear in the
inscriptions, as discussed below. The presence of three of “Abd Allah’s sons in the epigraphic
record offers interesting additional information to the literary sources. Mus‘ab al-Zubayri wrote:

“Concerning ‘Urwa’s sons: There was ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Urwa who, unlike ‘Umar (his brother

by the same mother Fakhita daughter of al-Aswad son of Abti al-Bukhtari) who did not have any

407 al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 247; al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashraf, 5: 55.
408 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 209.
409 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabri, 7: 462,
410 1bid., 7: 462.
411 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 189.
412 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 460.
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offspring, had one male descendant. None of “‘Abd Allah’s other sons survived, although they had
been many, and consequently the line died out.”**

‘Umar son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Urwa son of al-Zubayr left one inscription (inscription 3.52).
‘Umar might be the eldest son of ‘Abd Allah from his wife Umm Hakim daughter of ‘Abd Allah
son of al-Zubayr, because he appears first in the list of sons in Ibn Sa‘d’s chronicle.*** He was
known as a hadith transmitter.**® ‘Umar’s brother Salim left three inscriptions (inscriptions 3.53-
55), and Salama left one inscription (inscription 3.56). Salim’s and Salama’s mother was Umm
Salama daughter of Hamza son of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr.*!® Salim’s full brother by the same
mother left an inscription signed as Salama son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Urwa (inscription 3.56).
Salim did not have his own entry in Zubayr ibn Bakkar’s book, but he appears in a chain of
transmitters in this book for an account belonging to his grandfather ‘Urwa.*!’

‘Urwa’s son Mus‘ab is known through the inscription of his son, who signed as ‘Umar son of
Mus ‘ab son of “‘Urwa son of al-Zubayr (inscription 3.57).438 Al-Zubayri mentions Mus‘ab as the
youngest son of ‘Urwa. He also stated that this Mus‘ab son of ‘Urwa had offspring but without
mentioning the names of the children or how many sons or daughters there were.*'°

Possibly another one of “‘Urwa’s sons left an inscription under the name Yahya son of al-Zubayr*%°

(inscription 3.58), thus omitting the name of his father ‘Urwa. Despite the fact that his father’s

name is missing, there are still valid reasons to suppose this might be one of ‘Urwa’s sons because

A13¢) g ja1ld | S| IS 5 Al e Ay (e 0 8 Gl a5 o) e Al daly pead [ie ] Y390 Cpdll ne g su N (b ue Ay (7 al-
Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 245-246.
414 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 194.
415 Tbn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 460.
416 |bid., 7: 461.
417 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 271.
418 al-Kilabi, al-Nugiish al-islamiyya, 244-245.
419 al-Zubayr1, Nasab quraysh, 248.
420 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 461.
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his inscription was found next to that of ‘Umar son of Mus‘ab (inscription 3.57) in al-Agra‘. Al-
Kilabi has suggested that Yahya might have been the uncle of ‘Umar — i.e. Yahya son of ‘Urwa

son of al-Zubayr,*?!

even if the inscription does not mention his father’s name ‘Urwa. In addition,
al-Kilabi wrote that Yahya son of ‘Urwa, who was in Damascus for a personal matter during the
time of ‘Abd al-Malik, could have left an inscription en route,*?? | agree with al-Kilabi, that Yahya
would be the son of ‘Urwa, based on her suggestion. Nevertheless, other persons by the name
Yahya son of al-Zubayr are known from the sources as well, they are:

1. Yahya son of al-Zubayr son of ‘Amr son of ‘Amr son of al-Zubayr.*?

2. Yahya son of al-Zubayr son of ‘Abbad, discussed above in section 3.5.1.2. (inscriptions 3.21-
23).

Three late descendants of Yahya are known from their tombstones, which were published
previously by al-Moraekhi.*** These are the descendants of two sons of Yahya’s son ‘Abd al-Malik.
This grandson of ‘Urwa is the last of his descendants attested in the literary record.*?® ‘Abd al-
Malik in turn was the grandfather of one of the individuals whose tombstones was preserved,
namely Umm ‘Urwa and the great-grandfather and great-great-grandfather of the other two,
namely ‘Abd Allah and Bakkar.

Umm ‘Urwa was the daughter of Ibrahim son of ‘Abd al-Malik son of Yahya son of ‘Urwa son of

al-Zubayr’s, names that were all mentioned on the gravestone (inscription 3.59).4% The other two

were descendants of ‘Abd al-Malik via his son Ishaq. These were ‘Abd Allah son of Muhammad

421 al-Kilabi, al-Nugish al-islamiyya, 249-250.
422 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 200.
423 |bid., 1: 155.
424 al-Moraekhi, “A Critical and Analytical,” 1: 38-49.
425 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagqat al-kabir, 7: 461.
426 al-Moraekhi, “A Critical and Analytical,” 1: 38-49.
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son of Ishaq son of ‘Abd al-Malik son of Yahya son of ‘Urwa son of al-Zubayr (inscription 3.60)

and his son Bakkar, (inscriptions 3.61-62).
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Figure 12 Family tree of the descendants of ‘Urwa so of al-Zubayr attested in inscriptions

3.5.4. The branches of ‘Amr and Ja far sons of al-Zubayr

The Zubayrid family, which is discussed here, has two additional branches that are represented in
the inscriptions. Those are the branches that belong to ‘Amr and Ja‘far.

A graffito of “Amr son of al-Zubayr (inscription 3.63) was found in the Hisma desert in Tabik.
‘Amr is the son of al-Zubayr by his wife Umm Khalid daughter of Khalid son of Sa‘id son of al-
‘As1.*?’ He was known to be in opposition to his brother ‘Abd Allah and died during the second

civil war in his brother ‘Abd Allah’s jail in 61/681.#? One of ‘Amr’s clients left an inscription as

427 al-Zubayr1, Nasab quraysh, 236.
428 Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabaqat al-kabir, 7: 185; Gibb, “‘Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr,” EI?, 1:55.
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well. This was ‘Ugba son of Jarman, mawla of ‘Amr son of al-Zubayr (inscription 3.64). It is
difficult to determine whether “Ugba or his father was the mawla of ‘Amr.

Another descendant of al-Zubayr through his son ‘Amr is known from the epigraphic record. This
concerns Umm Kulthiim daughter of Muhammad son of Muhammad son of al-Walid son of ‘Amr
son of al-Zubayr son of ‘Amr son of ‘Amr son of al-Zubayr son of al-*Awwam whose tombstone
has been preserved (inscription 3.65). Although the long genealogy identifies Umm Kulthtim as a
descendant of al-Zubayr, her grandfather, Muhammad son of al-Walid, is the last person
mentioned in the literary sources.*?°

Turning to the descendant of Ja‘far, a graffito of a descendant from the 7\ generation of Ja‘far was
found in the region of Medina (inscription 3.66), giving his name as ‘Abd Allah son of Muhammad
son of Adam son of ‘Abd Allah son of ‘Imran son of Shu‘ayb son of Ja‘far son of al-Zubayr
(inscription 3.66). Nothing is known about this late descendant of al-Zubayr in the literary sources,
nor about his immediate predecessors. As al-Rashid already pointed out based on al-Zubayr ibn
Bakkar he is not identified and the last name from his genealogy that does appear in the literary

sources is Shu‘ayb son of Ja‘far.*3°

429 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 226; al-Zahrani, Kitabat islamiyya, 153.
430 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 266; al-Rashid, Darb zubayda tarig, 420-421.
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Figure 13 Family tree of the branches of ‘Amr and Ja‘far as attested in the inscriptions

3.5.5. Unidentified Zubayrids

As | mentioned before, some Zubayrids could not be identified. While many of the names that
appear in the inscriptions and that are discussed in this dissertation may point to multiple possible
identities — and so add complexity to the process of identification — within the scope of this study,
the only unsolvable cases | encountered were those in the Zubayrid family. In the inscriptions, the
full lineage does not appear, and so complete identification could not be made or is open to multiple
interpretations. The identifications suggested below are thus subject to greater speculation than the
other classifications in this dissertation.

These inscriptions originate in the regions of Medina, al-‘Ula, and the ‘Asham cemetery south of

Mecca, but most of the names can be found in al-‘Ula. It is indeed reported that al-Zubayr son of
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Khubayb son of Thabit son of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr owned land in Wadi al-Qura and died
there. 43!

The first group of unidentified Zubayrids left inscriptions around Medina. Ja‘far son of ‘Abd Allah
son of Ja‘far al-Zubayri is known from one graffito (inscription 3.67) found in Ruwawa. The script
of the inscription points, according to al-Rashid, to a date in the 2" or maybe early 3"/8!"-gt"
century. Ja‘far is not known in the literary record so far, but his father ‘Abd Allah son of Ja‘far al-
Zubayr1 might be identified as the individual mentioned in Akhbar al-quda as a grandson of al-
Zubayri the genealogist.** If he is the great-grandson of Mus‘ab al-Zubayri the text can be dated
to the 3'9/10" century. There is also an ‘Abd Allah son of Ja‘far al-Zubayri in the chain of
transmitters that ends with Ibn ‘Abbas (d.68/687).4% While the chronology fits the identification,
no further information is known about ‘Abd Allah son of Ja‘far al-Zubayri the transmitter
concerning his origins, place of residence, and the like that would have facilitated his
identification.

Yahya son of Yahya al-Zubayri also left an inscription in the area of Medina (inscription 3.68).
The nisba “al-Zubayri” can be used either as a reference or as a direct link to the founder of the
family. Indeed, the title “al-Zubayri” that occurs in this inscription offers several possibilities of
identification. Amongst the Zubayrid are several individuals with the name Yahya son of al-
Zubayr. Additionally some individuals carried the name ‘al-Zubayr1’ as part of their name, rather

than as a reference to who their father was. The five individuals | mention below lived in Medina

at the time that this inscription would have been completed:

431 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 105.
432 \Waki‘, Akhbar al-qudat, 1: 199.
433 Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn ‘Alf al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Kitab al-asma’ al-mubhama fi al-anba’ al-mukkama,
ed. ‘lzz al-Din ‘Ali al-Sayyid (Cairo: Maktabat al-Khanji, 1997), 363.
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Yahya son of al-Zubayr son of ‘Amr son of ‘Amr son of al-Zubayr, a poet known by Zubayr ibn
Bakkar.***

Yahya son of al-Zubayr son of ‘Abbad, discussed above in section 3.5.1.2 (inscriptions 3.21-23).
Yahya son of Ja‘far son of al-Zubayr, known by al-Mizzi as a transmitter from his cousin ‘Abbad
son of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr.*®

Yahya son of Ja‘far son of Mus‘ab al-Zubayr1, also a possible identification for our Yahya, was a
poet,436

Yahya son of ‘Urwa, discussed above in section 3.5.3 (inscription 3.58), but this Yahya did not
have a son called Yahya.**’

Finally, there is the son of the famous genealogist al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, whose name was Yahya,
although no more information is available about him except that his son was called Muhammad.*%®
He might have had other sons, amongst whom one was called Yahya.

An inscription 304/916, mentioning Mus ‘ab son of Ja‘far al-Zubayri (inscription 3.69), was found
in Mahd ad-Dhahab. Miles suggested he might have belonged to the branch of Mus‘ab son of al-
Zubayr.*® Nevertheless, the only person known from the literary sources who can be associated
with the person mentioned in this inscription is Ja'far son of Mus ‘ab from the branch of ‘Abd Allah

son of al-Zubayr; that is to say, the father of the person named in the inscription. He was the son

434 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 225.
435 al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, 14: 137.
436 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 65.
437 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 461.
438 Abi ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Imran ibn Miisa Mirzabani, Ash ‘ar al-nisa’,ed. Sami Maki al-‘Ani and
Hilal Naj1 (Dar ‘Alam al-Kutub,1995), 62.
439 Miles, ““Ali b. Tsa’s,” 485.
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of the Zubayrid genealogist Mus‘ab. The only son known of this Ja‘far is ‘Abd Allah, who was
alive in 283/896-897.44

In the ‘Asham cemetery south of Mecca the name Hakima daughter of Hartin son of ‘Abd Allah
son of al-Zubayr (inscriptions 3.70-71) was found.*! Occasionally, sections of a lineage were
omitted in the inscriptions, especially concerning the generations further removed in time. For
example, ‘Ubayd Allah son of ‘Abbad son of Hamza son ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr left out his
great-grandfather ‘Abd Allah, so the inscription just reads ‘Ubayd Allah son of “Abbad son Hamza
son of al-Zubayr (inscription 3.20). If we accept that this was also the case in Hakima’s
inscriptions, it is possible to reconstruct her identity as follows.

As al-Zayla‘T has suggested Hakima might be a “distant descendant” of ‘Abd Allah son of al-
Zubayr, without giving further arguments for this presumpion.**? The only Zubayri whose name
is Hariin is the brother of al-Zubayr son of Bakkar, the genealogist.**® If Hakima is the daughter
of this Hartn, then the inscriber has omitted part of her lineage. Unfortunately, there is no
information about Hartin’s offspring, but the name Hakima was used amongst the branch of ‘Abd
Allah, which supports this idea.**

As mentioned above, many of the Zubayrid inscriptions were found in the region of al-‘Ula.
Amongst these are Ahmad son of al-Zubayri (inscription 3.72), Muhammad son of Ahmad al-
Zubayr (inscription 3.73), and ‘Abd Allah son of Muhammad al-Zubayri (inscription 3.74), who

are each known from one inscription. These three individuals, although not convincingly

440 Sylayman ibn Ahmad al-Tabarani, al-Rwd al-Dani ila al-mu jam al-saghir, ed. Mahmmad Shkiir Mahmiid al-
Hajj Amrir (Beirut/ Amman: al-Maktab al-Islami/ Dar ‘Ammar, 1985), 1: 389.
441 al-Zayla‘1, “The Southern Area,” 315-317, al-Faqth, Mikhlaf ‘asham, 251.
4423]-Zayla‘1, “The Southern Area,” 315-317.
443 |bn Hazm, Jamharat ansab, 123.
44 There was one Zubayrid called Hakima, the daughter of Thabit son of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr see Ibn Sa‘d,
al-Tabagat al-kabir, 7: 406.
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identifiable as particular individuals known from the literary sources, might very well be related.
Ahmad son of al-Zubayr, his son Muhammad, and his grandson ‘Abd Allah son of Muhammad,
all left their inscriptions in the same place, making it likely that Muhammad was Ahmad’s son and
‘Abd Allah his grandson.

One member of the Zubayrid family whose inscription was found in Mecca, Salih son ‘Abbad,
discussed in section 3.5.1.1 (inscription 3.15), had, according to the inscription, a great-grandson
named Muhammad son of Ahmad. This identification fits the date of the inscriptions, which seems
to be rather late. The second Zubayri who can be considered the ancestor of the individuals
mentioned in the inscriptions is ‘Abd Allah son of Mus ab son of Thabit, who had a son called
Ahmad. Ahmad is known to have had offspring.*4°

Another unidentified Zubayrid whose name appears in an inscription, Aba al-Zubayr son of
Ibrahim son of Mus ‘ab (inscription 3.75), might be related to the branch of Mus ab. There are two
persons in this branch who had their father’s name. The first one is Ibrahim son of Mus ‘ab son of
Mus‘ab son of al-Zubayr (who is usually referred to as ibn Khadayr in the literary sources).**® But
according to al-Zubayri, this Mus‘ab did not have sons, only daughters.**” However, Robinson
found out that al-Baladhuri mentions that this Ibrahim did have sons.**® The second one with this
name is Ibrahim son of Mus‘ab son of ‘Umara son of Hamza son of Mus‘ab. This individual is
mentioned by al-Tabar7.*°

Three further Zubayrids have left their names in inscriptions, but due to the limit of their

genealogies in the inscriptions, they cannot be identified with figures from the literary record.

445 al-Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 169.
446 al-Zubayri, Nasab quraysh, 250; Zubayr ibn Bakkar, Jamharat nasab, 1: 222.
447 al-Zubayr1, Nasab quraysh, 250.
448 al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashraf, 5: 58; Robinson, “Prosopographical Approaches,” 89-90.
449 gl-Tabari, Ta rikh al-rusul, 4: 1596.
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These are Ishaq son of Mus‘ab son of Ishaq son of Ja‘far al-Zubayri (inscriptions 3.76-82), Mus ‘ab
son of Ishaq son of Mus ‘ab son Ishaq al-ZubayrT (inscriptions 3.81-85), and Ja far son of Ishaq al-
Zubayri (inscription 3.86). Two individuals who were likely father and son are Isma ‘il son of al-
Hasan al-ZubayrT (inscriptions 3.87-88) and ‘Abd Allah son of Isma‘il al-Zubayri (inscription
3.89). The name al-Hasan in the Zubayrid family appears once in a long lineage, 10 generations
after al-Hasan. In al-YaninT’s (d. 726/1326) Dhayl mir at al-zaman al-Hasan son of ‘Isa son of
Thabit son of ‘Abd Allah son of Nafi* son of Thabit son of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr appears
as a descendant of Thabit son of ‘Abd Allah. If Isma‘il was the son of al-Hasan, this might be a
possible family branch associated with him.*%°
3.6. The descendants of Aba ‘Abs

“Mention the virtues of ‘Abd Allah Abi “Abs al-Ansart al-Khazraji, may

God be pleased with him.”*!
There are twenty-four graffiti related to the family of Aba ‘Abs. The inscriptions in question
mainly come from three areas north of Medina, all in close proximity: al-Suwaydira, al-Saybiyya,
and Wadi Duba ‘a. In addition, this corpus shows that this family continued to be active in Medina
until the fourth generation. These graffiti belong to seven individuals; five new members may now
be added to this family. The valuable, contemporary information from the inscriptions allows us

to redraw the family tree of Aba ‘Abs and find missing relationships between individuals in the

40 In al-Yiinini’s, Dhayl mir’at al-zaman mentions Ya‘qiib son of ‘Abd al-Rafi‘ son of Zayd son of Malik son of
Miisa son of ‘Abd Allah son of Fadala son of “Alf son of ‘Uthman son of Muhammad son of al-Hasan son of ‘Isa son
of Thabit son of ‘Abd Allah son of Nafi‘ son of Thabit son of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr, see Qutb al-Din Aba al-
Fath Masa ibn Muhammad al-Ytunini, Dhayl mar at al-zaman (Cairo, Dar al-Kitab al-Islami, 1992), 2: 441.

L e il iy o AN g bal) Gue o ) e (8l S Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-
Nisabiri, al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahihayn, ed. Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyya, 1990),
3:393.
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tree. As mentioned in Chapter One, section 1.2, the family nisba was previously read as Abii ‘Tsa;
the reread of the corpus allowed me to connect the family to the literary sources.

| will start by discussing the ancestors of this family, Aba ‘Abs and his descendants, because they
are relatively less well discussed in the literary sources compared to the three Qurayshi families
discussed above. As discussed in section 3.2.3, the primary sources are less abundant in their
discussion of Ansar genealogy. Only two of Abii ‘Abs’ grandsons receive some attention in the
biographical dictionaries. As for the rest of his family, details about their lives (date of birth and
death, etc.) are absent from the Islamic sources. In view of this, the current section has two aims:
first to discuss who is attested in the sources and second to identify the other grandsons of Abu
‘Abs.

According to the tabagat of 1bn Sa‘d, Abt ‘Abs al-Ansari’s (d. 34/654-655) full name is Abu ‘Abs
son of Jabir son of ‘Amr son of Zayd son of Jasham son of Haritha son of al-Kazraj son of Malik
al-Awast al-Ansari. His mother was Layla daughter of Rafi* son of ‘Amr son of ‘Adi son of Majd‘a
son of Haritha.*®? From the pre-Islamic era, there is little information about Abii ‘Abs, only that
he was known to have been able to write Arabic before the rise of Islam.*>® He participated in the
battle of Badr in the year 2/624 at the age of 48 and reportedly lost his eyesight while the Prophet
was still alive.*>

His name before Islam was allegedly ‘Abd al-"Uzza or Ma‘bad. Following his conversion, the
Prophet Muhammad supposedly changed his name to ‘Abd al-Rahman or, according to one

account, ‘Abd Allah. He himself preferred the kunya Abi ‘Abs,*>® which would become his family

42 1bn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 3: 415.
453 |pid., 3: 415.
44 |bid., 3: 415.
455 Abii Bishr Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Hammad al-Dalabi, Kitab al-Kuna wa-l-asma’ (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyya, 1999), 1: 76-77.
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nisba after his death. It follows therefore that his pre-Islamic name was more likely to have been
‘Abd al-‘Uzza, ‘servant of the pre-Islamic goddess ‘Uzza’. The name “Ma‘bad” continued after
all to be common in the Islamic period. This can be clearly seen in the inscriptions. See, for
example, in Part Two the inscription of ‘Abbad son of Hamza and Ma‘bad son of Aba Layla
(inscription 3.17). There would thus not have been a reason for a name change.

The important position of Abt ‘Abs in the early period of Islam was due to his participation in the
Prophet’s raids, as well as his significant role in the killing of Ka‘b ibn al-Ashraf in 3/624. A poem
was composed celebrating Abii ‘Abs’ role in this event.*® The Prophet Muhammad had also made
a brotherhood between Abu ‘Abs and Khanis son of Hudhafa al-Sahmi, and sent them both with
Abii Burda son of Nayar to destroy the idols of the Bani Harith.**” Moreover, Abii ‘Abs transmitted
several hadiths of the Prophet relating to the prayer. After the Prophet’s death, Abt ‘Abs pursued
a role under the two caliphs ‘Umar and ‘Uthman (r.23-35/644-656). Ibn Sa‘d mentions that they
sent him to collect the alms tax from the Muslims, without indicating the exact place where this
was done or from whom he collected the alms. Abt ‘Abs died at the age of 70 in the year 34/654-
655. He was buried in al-Baqi‘a cemetery. It is said that caliph ‘Uthman prayed for him at his
funeral 48

Ibn Sa‘d wrote about Abt ‘Abs’ descendants saying: “Abt ‘Abs had many descendants in Medina
and Baghdad.”**® Unfortunately, there is no mention of Abii ‘Abs’ children in Baghdad in the

sources, and the inscriptions only offer information about his sons and grandsons in Medina.

4% Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Waqidi, Kitab al-Maghazi, ed. Marsden Jones (Beirut: ‘Alam al-Kutub,
2006),160-162.
47 Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabagat al-kabir, 3: 416.
458 |bid., 3: 416.
4593l aay 5 duaally IS e 5 4y e (Y 57 Ibid., 3: 415,
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Four of Abu ‘Abs’ sons are mentioned in the literature, namely Muhammad, Mahmud, Zayd and
‘Ubayd Allah. He also had at least one daughter called Hamida.*®® Two branches can be
corroborated from the epigraphic record, that of Muhammad and that of Zayd.

Six of those leaving inscriptions belong to the descendants of Muhammad: three sons, two
grandsons, and one great-grandson. Five of Muhammad’s sons are known from the epigraphic
record, although not all of them left inscriptions themselves.

Al-Qasim son of Muhammad son of Abai ‘Abs left a number of graffiti in al-Suwaydira. He left
eight in this valley, presenting himself with and without a last name (inscriptions 4.1-8).
Unfortunately, there is no further information about him in the literary sources, except for the name
of his daughter, Sharifa, who became the wife of ‘Abd al-Majid, who is discussed below.*®! Al-
Qasim’s son Talut is attested in four graffiti that mention the names of his father and grandfather
(inscriptions 4.9-12).

A second son of Muhammad signed his inscriptions as ‘Abd al-Malik son of Muhammad son of
Abu ‘Abs in his graffiti (inscriptions 4.13-15). Maslama son of Muhammad son of Aba ‘Abs is
the third son to have left a graffito (inscription 4.16). Although ‘Abd al-Malik and Maslama are
not known from the literary record.

‘Abd al-Majid son of Abt ‘Abs left two graffiti (inscriptions 4.17-18). His full name is ‘Abd al-
Majid son of Abt ‘Abs son of Muhammad son of Abt ‘Abs. He was the great-grandson of Aba
‘Abs, the founder of the family. His father was Abt ‘Abs son of Muhammad son of Aba “Abs.
According to Ibn Sa‘d the mother of ‘Abd al-Majid was a concubine, though he did not give her

name. ‘Abd al-Majid’s wife was Sharifa daughter of al-Qasim son of Muhammad son of Abt ‘Abs.

460 Ibid., 3: 415.
461 |bid., 7: 589.
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This means that ‘Abd al-Majid and Sharifa were cousins. In addition, Ibn Sa‘d states that Sharifa
gave birth to two children, Ahmad and Maryam. ‘Abd al-Majid died in the year 164/780—781.462
He was known as a hadith transmitter from his great-grandfather.46

The last of Muhammad’s grandsons in the epigraphic record is Salim son of ‘Abd al-‘Aziz son of
Muhammad son of Aba ‘Abs, who is known from four inscriptions (inscriptions 4.19-22). Salim
is not known from our literary sources.

The branch of Zayd is only represented with one name, Maymin son of Zayd. An overview of
Zayd is necessary before moving on to his son. As mentioned above, Zayd was the son of Abt
‘Abs, but we do not know if he was older or younger than Muhammad. Neither do we know
whether they were full brothers or had different mother, as the sources do not provide any
information regarding Zayd’s mother or wife. Zayd’s son Maymin signed with his father’s name
and that of the family, Abta ‘Abs (inscriptions 4.23-24). He lived in Medina and was known as a
transmitter of hadith. #* Some of the accounts of Maymiin have been transmitted by ‘ Abd al-Majid

son of Abli ‘Abs.*6°

462 |bid., 7: 589.
463 al-Bukhari, al-Ta rikh al-kabir, 6: 111.
464 1bid., 7: 341.
465 Abii Na‘tm Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Isbahani, Dala il al-nubiiwa, ed. Muhammad Rawwas Qal ‘ahji and ‘Abd
al-Barr ‘Abbas (Beirut: Dar al-Nafa’is, 1986), 2: 562.
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Figure 14 Family tree of descendants of Abii ‘Abs attested in the inscriptions

3.7. Conclusion

The inscriptions relating to the descendants of the Companions of the Prophet Muhammad add to
the information mentioned in the literary sources in three main ways. Firstly, in some cases, they
confirm the information available in the literary sources. Secondly, they can be used to provide
additional information about descendants that either have not been mentioned at all in the literary
sources or whose existence has been hinted at, but without providing details. In Chapter Four, the
family members known from these inscriptions, but not known from the wider literary sources,
will be discussed, together with possible reasons for such discrepancies. Finally, together the
inscriptions extend the familial genealogies much further in time than the literary sources.

This chapter discussed the relationship between the main body of writings, the inscriptions as a
source of genealogical information, and the Muslim traditions. It showed, on the one hand, that
people were usually presented with a much longer lineage on gravestones, which helps to construct

the family trees for several additional generations. This is not the case for graffiti. For example, in
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the branches of ‘Abd Allah son of al-Zubayr, we noticed that most of them did not use the full
lineage, but rather mentioned one or two paternal family members in their graffiti (see the corpus
related to the branch of ‘Abd Allah inscriptions 3.2-34).

Also, according to the data used in this chapter, there is significant information about the branches
and sub-branches of important families present in the epigraphic records. However, it seems the
inscriptions are not equally divided among the branches, some branches were much more active
in recording their family lineage than others. For instance, in the family of ‘Umar and al-Zubayr,
we were only able to analyze some branches and sub-branches; the majority of inscriptions of the
‘Umar family are related to the branch of ‘Asim. Additionally, most of those were found at the
same site.

However, some individuals were difficult to identify due to their shortened names, or because they
did not present their entire lineage on the rock. This applies particularly to the unidentified
Zubayrids found in the epigraphic records, who could have belonged to several branches of the
family, and with the information currently available cannot be assigned with any certainty to one
particular branch.

As a result of the comparative link between the literary sources and the inscriptions conducted
above, 58 individuals from amongst the 106 attested in the inscriptions could not be identified
using the literary texts. They are divided as follows, amongst the family of al-Mughira 2
individuals are not known. From the family of ‘Umar, 16 out of 39 remain unidentified, even if
their father or grandfather was identified. Most of them belong to the branch of ‘Asim. Thirdly,
for the family of al-Zubayr, which contains 54 individuals, 35 are not identifiable. | have divided
the unidentified Zubayrids into two categories: those whose father or lineage is known, which
applies to 21 of them; and the rest, which cannot be identified due to a lack of any information
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about their lineage. Finally, for the family of Aba ‘Abs, there were 5 amongst a total of 7 family
members who could not be identified. Now that we have reviewed all the information gleaned
from the literary sources about the individuals mentioned in the inscriptions, identifying those who
are absent in the narrative sources, we will turn to take a closer look at those ‘missing people’

trying to explain why they are absent from the literary sources.
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