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evaluating my thesis. I thank Daniëlle Duijn-ter Veer and Ellie van Rijsewijk for
help with bureaucratic matters and Ruud Kuyvenhoven for technical support.

I also wish to thank the people that collaborated with me on the projects that
ended up shaping this thesis. Joost, thank you for your interest and patience, for
illuminating discussions and much useful advice and help, and for all your valu-
able contributions to this work; it has been a pleasure collaborating with you.
Ruben and Melissa, thank you for being such fantastic colleagues and office-
mates. Ruben, I especially appreciated your methodical way of working, thank
you for such a smooth collaboration, for fruitful discussions, feedback and sup-
port, for helping me with programming as well as with my ”samenvatting” and
cover. Melissa, I highly appreciate your passion for research, your creativity and
positive work attitude, thank you for your support and all the advice you have
given me. Rachel, thank you for organizing the lab and for always being eager to
help, for providing me with particles, and for the valuable insights and different
perspective you brought to our projects. I thank my students Pim and Ivar for
their contributions to my thesis and for aiding me to develop skills in supervi-
sion and teaching. I thank Federica Galli for help with AFM measurements and
Sandra Remijn for help with substrate zeta potential measurements.

Moreover, I thank all past and present members of the soft and bio matter groups
for the pleasant working environment, for scientific discussions, for group meet-
ings and seminars, for the coffee breaks and outings during the pre-pandemic
years. To Samia and to all the students researching active particles in the lab,
Margot, Thijs, Nick, Sarah, Jonas, Anna, and Leander, thank you for great in-
sights, discussions, and feedback. To Casper, Vera, Christine, Ali, Yogesh, Anne,
Kirsten, Luca, Koen, Piermarco, Dan, Peter, Ludwig, Niladri, Jose, Livio, Solenn,
Alexandre, Marine, Julio, and others I omitted unintentionally, thank you for
useful discussions, feedback, help and/or company and support. Ireth, I highly

195



Acknowledgements

appreciated our discussions, thank you for all your help and support, for being
such a great house-mate and for agreeing to be my paranymph.
Finally, I wish to thank my parents for supporting my studies, and my brother
for the support and encouragement we have always given each other. Dimitri, I
cannot even begin to list the many reasons why I want to thank you; let me just
say thank you for keeping me sane over the years.

Stefania Ketzetzi
Leiden

May 31, 2021

196



List of Publications
Work presented in this thesis:

1. S. Ketzetzi, J. de Graaf, R. P. Doherty, and D. J. Kraft, Slip Length Depen-
dent Propulsion Speed of Catalytic Colloidal Swimmers near Walls, Phys.
Rev. Lett. 124, 048002 (2020) — Chapter 2
Highlighted in Leiden University News and phys.org

2. S. Ketzetzi, J. de Graaf, and D. J. Kraft, Diffusion-Based Height Analysis
Reveals Robust Microswimmer-Wall Separation, Phys. Rev. Lett. 125,
238001 (2020) — Chapter 3
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