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Freedom of Overflight
A Study of Coastal State Jurisdiction in International Airspace

“You are fortunate in having before you one of the great lessons of history.
Some centuries ago, an attempt was made to build great empires based on
domination of great sea areas. ...We do not need to make that mistake again.
I hope you will not dally with the thought of creating great blocs of closed air,
thereby tracing in the sky the conditions of future wars. I know you will see

to it that the air which God gave to everyone shall not become the means of
domination over anyone.”

Franklin D Roosevelt
The International Civil Aviation Conference, Opening Plenary Session

Chicago, 11 November 1944
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