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I was born on 13" June 1989 in a town located in central part of Maharashtra
state of India, called Jalna (~400 km from Mumbai). Most of my childhood
summer time was spent at my maternal grandparent’s house in Jalna, where there
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where I came in contact with inspiring and encouraging teachers. Fortunately in
the same year of 2009 I was introduced to the fascinating field of Astrophysics via
public talks at the Nehru planetarium as part of the IAU’s International year of
Astronomy program.

Towards the end of my first years of bachelors I got the opportunity to attend a
summer school at [IUCAA in Pune, which is one the premier institutes of astronomy
in India. This summer school in 2010 opened altogether a new exciting world for
me, where I decided to be an astronomer exploring the secrets of the Universe. I
will forever be indebt to ITUCAA for providing me this opportunity and changing
the course of my life. During my second year of bachelors in 2010 I was generously
offered a project by Prof Joydeep Bagchi to work on construction of Cosmic ray
muon detector at TUCAA. This allowed me to grasp concepts of special theory
relativity, particle and astro-particle physics. I completed the construction and
calibration of the muon detector by summer of 2011 with the help of my friend
and project partner. Consequently, we have been collecting muon data ever since in
the radio physics lab of IUCAA and the experiments with this setup where included
in the master’s astrophysics lab course of Pune University (now Savitribai Phule
Pune University).

The topic for master’s thesis at Pune University was search for spiral host
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radio galaxies and giant radio galaxies, which involved checking thousands of ob-
jects manually along with cross checking with several catalogs of radio and optical
bands. The project really helped me several key concepts of radio astronomy as
well as programming. In 2013, I also became the part of RAD@home Astronomy
Collaboratory, which is India’s first citizen science research platform in astron-
omy. Based on the work done on searches from TIFR-GMRT Sky Survey data as
part of their camps I presented my research work for the first time at the annual
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working with Prof Francoise Combes at the Observatoire de Paris.
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