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KMA	No.	114/2009	on	Penetapan	Pengurus	BP4	Pusat	(the	Officials	of	
the	Central	BP4).	

Instruksi	 Menteri	 Agama	 (Instruction	 of	 the	 Minister	 of	 Religious	
Affairs)	No.	2/2004	on	Peningkatan	Pelayanan	Pernikahan	Pada	
Kantor	Urusan	Agama	Kecamatan	(the	improvement	of	the	service	
of	the	sub-district	KUA).	

Peraturan	Daerah	Kabupaten	Subang	(the	local	regulation	of	Subang)	
No.	22/2006	on	Biaya	Pencatatan	Nikah	Bedolan	(the	bedolan	fee).	

Keputusan	 Bupati	 Sidoarjo	 (the	 Regent’s	 decree	 of	 Sidoarjo)	 No.	
29/2003	on	Penyesuaian	Biaya	Nikah	Bedolan	dan	Honorarium	
Pembantu	Pegawai	Pencatat	Nikah	(P3N)	Kabupaten	Sidoarjo	(the	
synchronization	of	the	bedolan	fee	and	the	honorarium	of	P3N	in	
Sidoarjo).	

Surat	Gubemur	Jawa	Timur	(the	Letter	of	the	Governor	of	East	Java)	
No.	 45113267/02112002	 on	 Permohonan	 Persetujuan	
Penyesuaian	 Besarnya	 Biaya	 Nikah	 Bedolan	 dan	 Honorarium	
Pembantu	 Pegawai	 Pencatat	 Nikah	 (P3N)	 (the	 request	 for	 the	
adjustment	of	bedolan	fee	and	the	honorarium	of	P3N).	

RUU	HMPA,	Rancangan	Undang-undang	Hukum	Materiil	 Pengadilan	
Agama	 Bidang	 Perkawinan	 (the	 Bill	 of	 Islamic	 Court’s	 Material	
Law	on	Marriage).	
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adat	 local	customary	practices	and	traditions	
ajuddhuagi	 married-off	
akad	nikah	 a	marriage	ceremony	
apik	 good	manner	
aurat	 Shame	
akta	kelahiran	 birth	certificate	
akta	nikah	 marriage	certificates	
al-aḥwāl	 al-
shakhṣiyya	

Islamic	personal	status	

Bahtsul	Masail	 producing	fatwas	within	NU	
bikr	 a	single/virgin	woman	
bebet,	bobot,	bibit	 descent,	wealth,	and	moral	character	
BP4	 Badan	 Penasihatan,	 Pembinaan	 dan	

Pelestarian	 Perkawinan,	National	 Board	 for	
Counselling,	 Fostering	 and	 Perpetuation	 of	
Marriage	

Bupati	 Government	 officer	 in	 charge	 of	 district	
(kabupaten)	

Cerai	gugat	 State	legal	term	for	Muslim	divorce	initiated	
by	the	wife.	Stipulated	by	the	UU	7/1989	on	
Islamic	courts	in	1989	as	an	umbrella	term	to	
encompass	khuluk	and	fasakh	

Cerai	hidup	 Dissolution	of	marriage	while	 both	 spouses	
are	alive	
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Cerai	mati	 Dissolution	of	marriage	due	to	death	of	one	of	
spouses	

Cerai	talak	 Indonesian	 legal	 term	 for	 Muslim	 divorce	
initiated	by	the	husband	

dhikr	 remembrance	of	Allah	
elek	 ugly	
fatwa	 nonbinding	 legal	 opinions	 on	 a	 point	 of	

sharia		
fiqh	 Islamic	legal	opinion	
gugat	cerai	 a	divorce	petition	claimed	by	the	wife	
guru	bantu	 a	teacher	assistant	
i‘lān	 publicity	
ibadah	 an	act	of	worship	
ifta’	 producing	fatwas	
ijtihad	 process	of	legal	reasoning	deriving	law	on	the	

basis	of	the	Quran	and	the	Sunna	
ījāb	qabūl	 offer	and	acceptance	
ijbār	 compelling	power	
isbat	nikah	 retrospective	 legalization	 of	 a	 marriage	

concluded	by	religious	courts	
janda	mati	 widow	
janda	cerai	 divorcee	
juddhu	 divine	destiny	
kartu	keluarga	 family	card	
kesucian	 purity,	chastity	
KHI	 Kompilasi	Hukum	Islam,	 the	Compilation	of	

Islamic	 law	 that	 serves	 as	 a	 reference	 for	
judges	in	Islamic	courts	

kitab	kuning	 (lit.	means	‘yellow	books’)	Islamic	literatures,	
mainly	 in	Arabic	 and	other	 local	 languages,	
like	 Javanese	 and	 Malays,	 that	 refer	 to	 the	
traditional	set	of	the	Islamic	texts	used	by	the	
educational	 curriculum	 of	 pesantren	 in	
Indonesia	

KMA	 Keputusan	Menteri	Agama,	the	Decree	of	the	
Minister	of	Religious	Affairs	
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kyai	 traditional	religious	clerics	
KUA	 Kantor	Urusan	Agama,	the	sub-district	office	

of	 religious	affairs	 that	deals	with	marriage	
registration	and	other	religious	matters	such	
as	hajj	and	family	life.	

kufu’	 a	man	of	her	social	status	
kumpul	kebo	 sex	out	of	wedlock	
lamaran	 proposing	a	marriage	(a	betrothal)	
la	padeh	senneng	 mutual	love	
madhhab	 schools	in	Islamic	legal	jurisprudence	
mahr	 dower	
Majelis	Tarjih	 a	fatwa	body	of	Muhammadiyah	
manut	 following	the	parents’	decision	
mapolong	tolang	 collecting	the	scattered	bones	
maqāṣid	 higher	aims-based	approach	to	sharia	
maṣlaḥa	 common	good	
Masyumi	 was	 a	 major	 Islamic	 political	 party	

in	Indonesia	during	 the	Liberal	 Democracy	
Era	 in	 Indonesia	 (17	 August	 1950-	 5	 July	
1959)	 and	 was	 eradicated	 in	 1960	 by	
President	Sukarno	for	 supporting	
the	PRRI	rebellion	

modin	 a	 village	 religious	 official;	 in	 marriage,	 it	
refers	 to	person	whose	authority	was	given	
by	 the	 state	 as	 P3N	 (Pembantu	 Petugas	
Pencatat	 Nikah,	 assistant	 of	 marriage	
registrar);	 currently	 they	 are	 not	 officially	
recognized	

mompong	 good	fortune	
Muhammadiyah	 A	 reformist	 organisation	 and	 the	 second	

biggest	 Indonesian	 Muslim	 organisation	
founded	by	Ahmad	Dahlan	(d.1923)	in	1912	

MUI	 Majelis	 Ulama	 Indonesia/the	 Council	 of	
Indonesian	Ulama,	a	semi-official	council	for	
Indonesian	ulama	established	in	1975	

munakkiḥ	 one	who	solemnises	a	marriage	contract	
nafkah	 the	financial	support	of	a	husband	for	a	wife	
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namu	 visiting	a	girl’s	house	
neket	 to	engage	a	girl	
ngredit	 paying	off	a	lease	
ngen-angen	 sending	 a	marriage	proposal	 by	 a	marriage	

broker	
nikah	sirri	 religious	marriages	that	are	not	registered	
nikah	 di	 bawah	
tangan	

unofficial	marriage	

nontoni	 viewing	 	
NU	 Nahdlatul	 Ulama,	 the	 largest	 traditionalist	

Muslim	organisation	in	Indonesia	founded	by	
Kyai	Hasyim	Asy’arie	(d.	1947)	in	1926	

oreng	bhagus	 a	good	man	
oreng	lowar	 outsiders		
pacaran	 courtship	
pamong	 village	officials	
pejabat	 official	
pendhalungan	 a	 mixed	 community,	 an	 acculturation	

between	Javanese	and	Madurese	cultures	
pengajian	 religious	gatherings	
pengarep	 a	voluntarily	traditional	marriage	broker	
Pengadilan	Agama	 District-level	Islamic	court.	
penghulu	 a	 religious	 scholar	 and	 a	 leader	 of	

community;	 in	 current	 usage,	 it	 refers	 to	
person	whose	authority	is	given	by	the	state	
as	officials	of	the	state	religious	affairs	offices	
(Kantor	Urusan	Agama/KUA)		

pesantren		 traditional	Islamic	boarding	school		
Peta		 Pembela	 Tanah	 Air,	 Defenders	 of	 the	

Homeland,	established	 in	1943	to	assist	 the	
Japanese	colonising	Indonesia.	

PMA	 Peraturan	Menteri	Agama,	the	Regulation	of	
the	Minister	of	Religion	

PNI		 Partai	 Nasional	 Indonesia,	 the	 Indonesian	
National	 Party	 that	 had	 existed	 before	
Indonesia’s	independence	
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PKI	 Partai	 Komunis	 Indonesia,	 the	 Communist	
Party	 of	 Indonesia,	 	was	 a	communist	
party	in	Indonesia	during	 the	 mid-20th	
century	 and	 was	 banned	 in	 1965	 by	
President	Soeharto.	

PPN	 Petugas	Pencatat	Nikah,	marriage	registrars	
PPPN	or	P3N	 Pembantu	Petugas	Pencatat	Nikah,	assistants	

of	marriage	registrars	
praban	 maiden	
qiyās	 analogy	
rafak	 the	verification	of	documents	
reformasi	 Indonesian	political	period	that	results	from	

the	reign	of	Suharto	administration	in	1998	
rujuk	 reconciliation	
rushd	 legal	capacity	or	financial	competency	
RUU	HMPA	 Rancangan	Undang-undang	Hukum	Materiil	

Pengadilan	 Agama	 Bidang	 Perkawinan,	 the	
Bill	 of	 Islamic	 Court’s	 Material	 Law	 on	
Marriage	

sadd	al-dharī‘a	 blocking	the	means	to	unexpected	evil	
santri	 Students	 of	 Islamic	 boarding	 schools	

(pesantren);	 it	 also	 refers	 to	 an	 orthodox	
form	 of	 Islam	 in	 contrast	 to	 the	 syncretic	
abangan	

sijill	 court	records	
siyāsa	shar‘iyya	 Muslim	 law	 as	 expressed	 in	 regulatory	

decisions	or	policy	of	government.	
sangkal	 karma	that	a	proposed	daughter	will	become	

a	spinster	
Sharia	 God’s	law	for	the	way	of	living	as	a	Muslim	
solawatan	 reciting	prayers	for	the	Prophet	
shuhadā’	 witnesses	
siyāsa	shar‘iyya	 legal-cum-political	right	of	the	ruler	
sumpah	jabatan	 an	oath	of	the	office	
suróh	 betel	
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Tahlil	 Taken	from	the	Arabic	sentence	 lā	Ilāha	illā	
Allāh,	no	god	but	Allah,	 it	 is	a	set	of	 litanies	
recited	in	a	communal	gathering	(tahlilan)	

talak	 divorce	pronounced	by	a	husband	
taklik	talak	 conditional	divorce	
tarjīḥ	 an	 examination	 of	 various	 Muslim	 jurists’	

opinions	in	order	to	determine	which	is	most	
truthful	to	the	original	Sharia	source	

walī	 a	marriage	guardian	
walīma	 feast	
warung	 a	small	restaurant	
zina	 adultery	or	premarital	sex	
	 	

		

	 	


