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and	its	ditto	theories	developed	over	the	last	few	decades	have	always	intrigued	me.	And,	
as	I	found	during	my	research,	this	does	not	only	concern	the	EU,	as	it	was	not	intended	by	
Ernst B. Haas either. Hence, at my favourite chateau Neercanne	(Maastricht,	the	Netherlands),	
the	cradle	of	EU’s	Treaty	of	Maastricht	(1992),	EU’s	security	and	defence	policy	was	founded,	
which	eventually	would	change	the	whole	European	security	architecture	permanently	and	
link	together	the	EU,	NATO	and	the	OSCE.	

Coming	from	the	University	of	Amsterdam,	I	was	quite	unfamiliar	with	concepts	such	as	
war,	the	military	and	NATO.	However,	supervised	by	(then)	Colonel	Jan	Kruidenier	and	
Lieutenant	General	Jan	Broeks,	I	was	gently	initiated	into	the	military	world,	knowing	in	
hindsight	this	experience	could	have	been	worse.	Many	pleasant	colleagues,	whose	loyal	
support and enthusiasm I have always appreciated, followed their example.  
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Governance.	At	the	same	time	I	would	like	to	thank	my	colleagues	at	the	Netherlands	
Defence	Academy,	specially	my	colleagues	at	the	War	Studies	Department,	the	Higher	
Staff	and	Command	Course,	fellow	PhD-candidates	and	the	international	security	studies	
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