
Review of [Debating nationalism: the global spread of
nations] by [Florian Bieber]
Storm, H.J.

Citation
Storm, H. J. (2021). Review of [Debating nationalism: the global spread of
nations] by [Florian Bieber]. Nations And Nationalism, 27(2), 594-595.
doi:10.1111/nana.12725
 
Version: Publisher's Version
License: Creative Commons CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license
Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3160745
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if
applicable).

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3160745


DOI: 10.1111/nana.12725

Debating nationalism: The global spread of nations

Florian Bieber

London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2020. 246 pp. £17.99 (pbk), £49.50 (hbk).

Debating Nationalism provides a succinct and readable overview of recent developments within the field of

nationalism studies. Such a short introduction according to the author ‘cannot claim to be either comprehensive or

groundbreaking’ (p. 19). In fact, Florian Bieber basically adopts Michael Billig's argument from Banal Nationalism,

distinguishing between ‘latent’ and ‘virulent’ nationalism, while putting particular emphasis on the mechanisms by

which people are included and excluded from the nation.

The book is organized thematically, and all chapters deal with some of the most important scholarly

debates on that particular topic. Chapters 2 until 5 provide a brief historical overview, while exploring respec-

tively the origins of nationalism, the spread of nationalism in Europe, decolonization and the nation-building

process. Chapters 6, 7, and 8 focus on inclusion and exclusion, treating ethnic conflict, migration and the recent

rise of populism. The most original and probably also most contested interpretation can be found in the chapter

on populism and the new nationalism of the 2010s, in which he argues—based on worldwide surveys—that

there is no ‘discernible global increase of nationalist, isolationist tendencies’. However, he admits that national-

ism has become more visible, due to the effective mobilization of nationalist feelings by populist parties and

politicians such as Donald Trump, Narendra Modi and Marine Le Pen. This can be explained in part because

those who before chose to remain silent now feel encouraged to express their ‘nationalist or xenophobic views’
(pp. 198–202).

The author is a political scientist and historian and an expert on nationalism and ethnic conflict in Yugoslavia and

its successor states. As a consequence, the chapters on current issues are more convincing than the somewhat con-

ventional overview of the rise and dissemination of the nation-state from the 18th century onwards. In the first

chapters, he even conflates ethnically defined nations and the nation-state as a particular form of statehood based

on popular sovereignty, arguing for instance that after the First World War, many new countries in East-Central

Europe were—because of their multiethnic makeup—‘far from being nation-states in anything but name’ (p. 56), thus
implicitly taking the nationalist view as a normative starting point. Fortunately, such dubious views are very rare in

the rest of the book.

Although the author analyses both ‘latent’ and ‘virulent’ forms, the book is titled towards the more ‘hot’
expressions of nationalism. There is only one short subsection on ‘everyday nationalism’, while the more virulent

aspects of nationalism, such as violent separatist movements, racism and the exclusion of migrants and ethnic

minorities are discussed more extensively. Even though he pays much attention to nationalism in the current day

world, he does not expand upon the crucial role of sports, popular culture, commercial television and the internet in

reconfirming national identities, and maybe even hardening the boundaries between them.

Probably the best aspect of the book is its very didactic tone. Bieber really makes an effort to explain develop-

ments and theories to those who are new to the field, and the book will especially be useful to undergraduate

students in a variety of disciplines, such as political science, history, nationalism studies and international relations.

The text also contains 14 short primary sources, mainly legal texts and speeches by prominent nationalist leaders,
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while a final chapter provides suggestions for further reading. It can be used together with more extensive historical

overviews, such as The Oxford Handbook of the History of Nationalism (2013) or Derek Hastings's more concise and

focused Nationalism in Modern Europe (2018). For more challenging overviews of the theoretical debates, I would

suggest Umut Özkirimli's revised Theories of Nationalism (2017), the edited volume Writing the History of Nationalism

(2019), or the original interpretation of the rise of nations and nationalism in Siniša Maleševi�c's Grounded

Nationalisms (2019).

Eric Storm

Leiden University, The Netherlands

BOOK REVIEWS 595


	Florian Bieber. Debating nationalism: The global spread of nations. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2020. 246 pp. £17.99 (pbk)...


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2001
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (Euroscale Coated v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (FOGRA1)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENG (Modified PDFX1a settings for Blackwell publications)
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


