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Appendices
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Biology at Utrecht University (UU), obtaining his BSc. degree in 2012. During this time, he
worked as a research assistant at the department of Molecular Plant Physiology (UU) with
Dr. Henriette Schliipmann, examining metabolic pathways in Arabidopsis thaliana plants. He
also worked on microtubule dynamics as a research intern at the department of Cell Biology
(UU) with Prof. Anna Akhmanova, and as a teaching assistant for courses on molecular
biology and metabolism. Following his interest in cell biology gone awry, he enrolled in the
Cancer Genomics and Developmental Biology MSc. program at UU in 2012. As part of his
MSc., he studied regulators of DNA interstrand crosslink repair at the Hubrecht Institute in
Utrecht under supervision of Dr. Puck Knipscheer. Subsequently, at Weill Cornell Medical
College of Cornell University in New York, he studied matrix metalloproteinase signaling in
the lung cancer microenvironment with Prof. Vivek Mittal, triggering his interest in the study of
complex cellular interplay in tumors. This prompted him to join the lab of Prof. Karin de Visser
at the Netherlands Cancer Institute in Amsterdam as a Ph.D. candidate in 2014, for further
exploration of the inner workings of the tumor microenvironment and systemic inflammation
in breast cancer. The results of this work are presented in this thesis. From 2020 onwards, he
continues examining cancer and immune heterogeneity as a postdoctoral researcher in the
lab of Prof. Alexander van Oudenaarden at the Hubrecht Institute.
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