
A different perspective on the Carolingian economy: Material culture
and the role of rural communities in exchange systems of the eighth and
ninth centuries
Kemme, A.W.A.

Citation
Kemme, A. W. A. (2021, April 8). A different perspective on the Carolingian economy: Material
culture and the role of rural communities in exchange systems of the eighth and ninth
centuries. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3151777
 
Version: Publisher's Version

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3151777
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3151777


 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/3151777 holds various files of this Leiden 
University dissertation.  
 
Author: Kemme, A.W.A. 
Title: A different perspective on the Carolingian economy: Material culture and the role 
of rural communities in exchange systems of the eighth and ninth centuries 
Issue date: 2021-04-08 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/3151777
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�


377

Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements

I first want to thank my promotor Frans Theuws, who was available for stimulating discussion 
when needed, but otherwise gave me the space to conduct the research as I saw fit. I am grateful 
to my copromotor Mayke de Jong for the improvements to the manuscript she suggested, both 
in terms of the content and the refinement of my English. I also want to thank my colleagues 
in the Charlemagne’s Backyard? project: Arjan den Braven, Erik Goosmann and Marije Jansen, 
conversations with whom helped clarify some of the key aspects in the debate on the Carolingian 
economy. Moreover, part of the data collection for the project was a joint effort of Arjan, Marije and 
myself, and this thesis would not have been possible without their contribution. Erik I want to thank, 
among other things, for finally making me truly understand how archaeologists misappropriate 
historical sources.

Others I am indebted to for various reasons, including help acquiring excavation documentation 
and difficult to source publications, valuable discussion, making their research available, or viewing 
reference collections. They are: Nico Arts (gemeente Eindhoven), Eugene Ball (BAAC), Kevin van 
Buuren, Simon Coupland (University of Cambridge), Menno Dijkstra (University of Amsterdam), 
Erfgoed gemeente Utrecht, Guy Fairon (Autelbas Museum), Michael Field (Leiden University), 
Pepijn van de Geer (Bureau Leefomgevingskwaliteit – Archeologie), Wolfram Giertz, Lutz Grunwald 
(Römisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum ), Joep Hendriks (Bureau Leefomgevingskwaliteit - 
Archeologie), Hollandia Archeologen, Judith Jansen (Provinciaal Depot voor Bodemvondsten 
Overijssel), Christoph Keller (LVR-Amt für Bodendenkmalpflege im Rheinland), Frits Kleinhuis 
(Provinciaal Archeologisch depot van de provincie Zuid-Holland), Walter Laan (Archol), Sylvie de 
Longueville (Service Public de Wallonie), Ulrike Müssemeier (LVR-Amt für Bodendenkmalpflege 
im Rheinland), Elke Nieveler (LVR-LandesMuseum Bonn), RAAP, Michael Schneider (LVR-Amt 
für Bodendenkmalpflege im Rheinland), Miguel John Versluys (Leiden University), Stephan Weiβ-
König (Provinciaal Depot voor Bodemvondsten Gelderland), Line van Wersch (Liège University), 
Annemarieke Willemsen (Rijksmuseum van Oudheden), Ian Wood (University of Leeds) and Zutphen 
Team Archeologie.



378

Curriculum Vitae

Wim Kemme was born on the 21st of October 1981 in Cork, Ireland and moved with his family 
to the Netherlands in 1987. In 2000 he finished his secondary education at ‘De Werkplaats 
Kindergemeenschap’ in Bilthoven and subsequently graduated with a BA degree in Archaeology and 
Prehistory at the University of Amsterdam in 2003. In 2007 he obtained his MA degree with a thesis 
on the Merovingian cemetery of the Boschsstraat in Maastricht at the University of Amsterdam. 
After graduating he started work as a field archaeologist, from June 2008 as an employee of BAAC. 
During his first stint working for BAAC he participated in many excavations and produced several 
archaeological reports. In 2013 he traded his job at BAAC for a position as PhD researcher in the 
Charlemgane’s Backyard? project at the University Leiden. At the start of 2018 he returned to BAAC 
to work as senior field archaeologist and specialist in early medieval pottery.








