
 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/3151634 holds various files of this Leiden 
University dissertation.  
 
Author: Hooghordel, G.J. 
Title: Reeds in the wind of change: Zulu sangomas in transition 
Issue date: 2021-03-30 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/3151634
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�


240	 Reeds in the Wind of Change

Curriculum Vitae

Gerda Jeanette Hooghordel was born in Ermelo, the Netherlands in 1962. She graduated 
from high school in Harderwijk in 1980. In 1988 she obtained her propaedeutic diploma 
at the social academy and her MSc in Theology from Utrecht University (the Netherlands) 
in 1996. In 2003 she completed the first-degree teacher training course in Religion and 
Philosophy of Life. Since 2009 she worked on her PhD research on Zulu sangomas in 
South Africa.

In addition to her studies, Gerda always worked in various positions. First in hospital 
St Jansdal, Harderwijk, HRM administration and acting head of Admission and Surgery 
Planning (from 1982 to 2003). As a student assistant at the Department of Social Sciences 
and Religious Studies of the Catholic Theological University of Utrecht 1993-1996. 
Later as mentor and teacher of religion and philosophy at a secondary school (CCNV) 
in Harderwijk (2003 to 2018). Currently, she works independently as an existential 
counsellor from her company ‘Zinnig gesprek’ (Meaningful conversation).



	 Acknowledgements	 241

Acknowledgements 

‘It takes a village to raise a child’ is an African expression indicating the significance of 
a community in children’s upbringing. The realisation of this study is alike; it would not 
have been completed (perhaps not even started) without the help and support of many 
people, in South Africa and the Netherlands. 

In South Africa I wish to thank the cooperating indigenous healers, for their 
hospitality and open attitude towards me. Mks Bhengu, Mks Mbuyisa and Mks Ngidi 
kindly agreed to be interviewed about their healing practice. These conversations 
turned out to be as much about their personal experiences, opinions and belief. Baba 
Cele unfolded a small part of the muthi (trade) world. Baba Hlongwane opened doors 
to NUPAATHPSA’s eThekwini branch. Mks Gasa, Mks Dudu and Mks Zinhle allowed me 
to attend healing rituals, at their compound and elsewhere. Mks Mkhize explained the 
application of muthi. I sincerely appreciate their involvement and hope they will not feel 
betrayed in their confidence when they come to know the outcome.

More people in South Africa have contributed to this study. I thank Louise, Brenda, 
Phumzile and Constance for delightful lodgings, the UKZN IsiZulu department’s staff and 
the Killie Campbell Collection’s librarians for support. I thank Mr Mbele, for permitting 
me to use his healing procedure as a connecting thread. 

Finally, Bongani Ntshangase my key informant, who introduced me to sangomas and 
familiarised me with many subjects somehow related to indigenous healing. In doing 
so, he showed me what is going on in indigenous healthcare nowadays. I am greatly 
indebted to him for his sound support and contribution to this study. Accordingly, it is 
my wish to dedicate this book to his memory.
 
It is impossible to acknowledge everyone in the Netherlands that supported me in 
my research and writing of this book. Nevertheless, hoping that those not mentioned 
will know that I thankfully remember their encouragement, I would like to thank the 
following:

Firstly, my family and friends, and all those around me for their understanding, for 
giving me the opportunity and time to accomplish this project.

My sincere appreciation to my supervisors; Professor Rijk van Dijk, who reminded me 
that a thesis like this has always room for improvement, and Professor Wouter van Beek 
who kindly coached and encouraged me through the years of literature study, fieldwork 
and writing. I will always remember our multiple conversations at his home. Assuming 
that, in reference to Nigerian philosopher Sophie Oluwole (2017), wisdom is shown in 
the combination of knowledge and human experience, I regard him as a truly wise man. 
My appreciation to Professor Gerrie ter Haar, who encouraged me to take up research, 
and inspired me time and again. I thank the support staff and library staff at the ASCL 
for their expertise and helping me out in many ways.



242	 Reeds in the Wind of Change

Thanks to my former colleagues of the departments of Religious Education and 
Philosophy for standing in for me during my study leave to write this thesis. I am greatly 
indebted to Sarah Koopmans-Binti Amzah, who read the manuscript and coached me 
on the bumpy path of writing in English. 

I am grateful to Mieke Moor and Warner Boer for ‘walks and talks’, for endorsing me 
to draw the line, for remaining friends. Finally, I owe a debt of gratitude to Lilian van 
de Kraats, for taking care of fieldwork photographs and recordings, for unrelenting 
encouragement, for being a sounding board, and most of all for being by my side.


