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Curriculum Vitae

I was born on September 18, 1989, in Marburg, Germany. My parents and me soon
moved to Munich. I was raised alternatingly there and in Walnut Creek, Califor-
nia. When I was five years old, my parents settled in the municipality of Wolfen-
biittel. From an early age, I was fascinated by stars and the larger universe. In
high school, my passion altered slightly to atomic physics and quantum physics. This
was kindled in earnest in 2007 by my participation, facilitated by my earlier physics
teacher Herr Kloppe, in a 10-day workshop on Bose-Einstein condensation of the JGW-
Schiilerakademie under the direction of Christian Hagendorf and Steffen-Patrick Rath,
at that time two PhD students at the Ecole Normal Supérieur in Paris, France. The
workshop treated both theoretical and experimental aspects, but I was mainly drawn
towards theory. I spent my last high-school year deepening my knowledge of theoreti-
cal physics and math, encouraged by my maths and physics teachers Herr Wesche and
Herr Genther.

In 2008, I went to Gottingen to study physics. My interests were mainly in theoret-
ical physics and my Bachelor thesis, under the supervision of Dr. Manfred Requardt,
treated typical microstates of macrosystems, also known as Canonical Typicality and
Normal Typicality (the latter is a concept introduced by John von Neumann). After
graduating with a Bachelor degree from the Georg-August-Universitit, I moved to
Leiden to pursue a Master degree in theoretical physics in 2012. I graduated from the
Master program at Leiden University in 2015 with a thesis on pp-waves in General
Very Special Relativity, a modification of general relativity on a Finsler-type geom-
etry, under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Ana Achtucarro and Dr. Andrea Fuster.
However, I was becoming increasingly dissatisfied with the hypotheticality of theoret-
ical research and longed for something more tangible. I applied for a PhD position at
the Sterrewacht and was lucky enough to get hired by Prof. Dr. Xander Tielens. He
offered me the freedom to choose whatever topic would fascinate me, but due to my
inability to choose, he set me to work on the topic on which he just had submitted
a SOFIA proposal: the [CII| emission from the Orion Nebula. I began studying the
[C11] emission from the Horsehead Nebula and adjacent molecular cloud as prepara-
tion. Xander made sure that I would be onboard SOFIA when the observations of the
large Orion Nebula map were taken, which was in November 2016 and February 2017.
After learning a lot about data reduction, the scientific analysis could begin, which to
this date has lead to the four papers that constitute this thesis.

While the large data set of the [C11] emission from the Orion Nebula invites for
more and more detailed studies, SOFTA has also obtained [C11| observations of the
Tarantula Nebula in the Large Magellanic Cloud (a satellite galaxy of our Milky Way).
During the next year, I will study this data set in combination with SOFIA /HAWC+
measurements of the polarization of interstellar dust grains. This will teach us some-
thing on the importance of magnetic fields in regulating stellar feedback.
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