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1HZ�2EVHUYDWLRQV�RQ�WKH�µ%DVDOW�6WRQH�7DEOH¶�IURP�
+RUYDW�.XU��*DOLOHH

JürGEn k. ZanGEnbErG
Leiden University, Kinneret Regional Project

The 2012 discovery and 2016 publication of the basalt stone table from Horvat Kur, Galilee, 
has triggered a lively discussion about the meaning of its decoration and its function in its 
secondary and original contexts. The geometrical patterns on its top and three sides, as well 
as the objects represented on the front side are possibly connected with banqueting. The 
present article examines some recent arguments in favour of the table’s interpretation as a 
‘Torah reading table’. As this article intends to demonstrate, on the basis of new stratigraph-
ic analyses, none of the recent observations provide strong enough grounds for obliging us 
to follow this interpretation.

��� ,1752'8&7,21

$W� WKH�HQG�RI� WKH������VHDVRQ�DW�+RUYDW�.XU��.LQQHUHW�5HJLRQDO�3URMHFW� �.53��
H[DPLQHG� WKH� QRUWK�HDVWHUQ� FRUQHU� RI� D� EXLOGLQJ� ¿UVW� XQFRYHUHG� LQ� ����� DQG�
LGHQWL¿HG�DV�D�%\]DQWLQH�V\QDJRJXH�LQ�������1HZ�,VUDHO�*ULG����������������
�����'XULQJ� H[FDYDWLRQV� LQ�$UHD�$�� VTXDUH�$(� ���� YROXQWHHUV� GLVFRYHUHG� D� ÀDW�
EDVDOW�REMHFW�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�LQWHJUDWHG�LQWR�D�VHFRQGDU\�EHQFK��5HJ��1R������������
6LQFH�LWV�GLVFRYHU\�DQG�LQLWLDO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�DV�D�µVWRQH�WDEOH¶��=DQJHQEHUJ�����D���
WKH�REMHFW�KDV�LQLWLDWHG�D�OLYHO\�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�LWV�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�SRVVLEOH�IXQFWLRQ��
7KLV�DUWLFOH�DULVHV�RXW�RI�D�NLQG�LQYLWDWLRQ�E\�3URI��7HVVD�5DMDN��&KDLU�RI�WKH�$QJOR�
,VUDHO�$UFKDHRORJLFDO�6RFLHW\� WR�SUHVHQW� WKH� ODWHVW� UHVXOWV�RI�.53¶V� H[FDYDWLRQV�
DW�+RUYDW�.XU��7KH� OHFWXUH�ZDV�GHOLYHUHG� WR� WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�$,$6�RQ� -XQH�����
�����DW� WKH� ,QVWLWXWH�RI�$UFKDHRORJ\��8QLYHUVLW\�&ROOHJH�/RQGRQ�� ,� DP�JUDWHIXO�
WR�3URI��'DYLG�-DFREVRQ�DQG�'U��5DFKDHO�6SDUNV��&R�HGLWRUV�RI�Strata, for their 
LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�SUHVHQW�VRPH�QHZ�REVHUYDWLRQV�DQG�UHFHQW�
GLVFXVVLRQV�RQ�VWRQH�REMHFW�QR�����������
,� EDVH� WKHVH� QRWHV� RQ� WKH� ODWHVW� UHVXOWV� RI� .LQQHUHW� 5HJLRQDO� 3URMHFW¶V� VWXG\�

season during the summer of 2019. This work has revealed a much more detailed 
SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�VWUDWLJUDSK\�RI�VHYHUDO�VXSHULPSRVHG�V\QDJRJXH�EXLOGLQJV�H[FDYDWHG�
EHWZHHQ������DQG������ LQ�$UHD�$�RI�+RUYDW�.XU��)LJ���).1 These new data are 
LPSRUWDQW� IRU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKH� DUFKLWHFWXUDO� FRQWH[W� RI� WKH� +RUYDW� .XU� VWRQH�
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REMHFW� DQG� WKHUHE\�KHOS�XV� WR�EHWWHU� FRQFHSWXDOLVH� LWV�SRWHQWLDO� IXQFWLRQ� LQ�ERWK�
LWV�VHFRQGDU\�DQG�²�LQ�D�YHU\�WHQWDWLYH�DQG�H[SHULPHQWDO�ZD\�²�DOVR�LWV�SULPDU\�
IXQFWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��6XFK�VWUDWLJUDSKLF�GDWD�DUH�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�DQ\�GLVFXVVLRQ��VLQFH�
WKH\�SURYLGH�XV�ZLWK�FUXFLDO�EHQFKPDUNV�RI�ZKDW�FDQ�EH�VDLG�DQG�ZKDW�QRW��DQG�
KHOS�XV�DYRLG�WXUQLQJ�K\SRWKHVHV�LQWR�IDFWV�DQG�WKHQ�XVLQJ�WKHP�DV�DUJXPHQWV�LQ�
favour of even further-reaching theories.

��� ,17(535(7,1*�7+(�+259$7�.85�%$6$/7�6721(�7$%/(��
620(�+(50(1(87,&6

,PPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�WKH�EDVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH�IURP�+RUYDW�.XU��1HZ�,VUDHO�*ULG�������
�������������ZDV�IRXQG�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�.LQQHUHW�5HJLRQDO�3URMHFW¶V������H[FDYDWLRQ�
VHDVRQ��D�OLYHO\�GLVFXVVLRQ�HQVXHG�DERXW�LWV�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�SRVVLEOH�IXQFWLRQ��Fig. 
����$�¿UVW� SUHOLPLQDU\�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI� WKH�REMHFW� DSSHDUHG� LQ������ �=DQJHQEHUJ��
0�QJHU��+DNROD�DQG�0F&DQH����������±������IROORZHG�E\�D�GHWDLOHG�GLVFXVVLRQ�
LQ�WKH�FRPPHPRUDWLYH�YROXPH�GHGLFDWHG�WR�<L]KDU�+LUVFKIHOG��=DQJHQEHUJ�����D��
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�LQ�=DQJHQEHUJ�����E�����±����DQG�=DQJHQEHUJ����������±������

)LJ�����6WRQH�SODQ�RI�H[FDYDWHG�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�UHPDLQV�LQ�$UHD�$��������3ODQ���.LQQHUHW�
5HJLRQDO�3URMHFW���$QQDOLVH�5KHHGHU��
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,Q�WKH������DUWLFOH��,�GHVFULEHG�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�DQG�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�FRQWH[W�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�
VWRQH�WDEOH�ZDV�IRXQG��DQG�,�RIIHUHG�DQ�LQYHQWRU\�RI�DOO�WKH�GHFRUDWHG�VLGHV�DQG�D�
¿UVW�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�REMHFW��5HJDUGLQJ�LWV�VKDSH�DQG�GHFRUDWLRQ��,�VXJJHVWHG�
WKDW�REMHFW�QR����������FDQ�EHVW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�µDQ�LPLWDWLRQ�RI�D�ORZ�FKHVW��WDEOH�
RU�SHGHVWDO¶�SHUKDSV�WR�GLVSOD\�RU�SUHVHQW�FHUWDLQ�REMHFWV��=DQJHQEHUJ�����D�������
ZKLOVW�WKH�GHFRUDWLRQ�SRLQWV�WR�EDQTXHWLQJ�DV�D�SRVVLEOH�RULJLQDO�IXQFWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��
,Q�WKH�VDPH������FRPPHPRUDWLYH�YROXPH��IROORZLQJ�P\�SUHOLPLQDU\�SXEOLFDWLRQ�

RI�WKH�REMHFW��0RUGHFKDL�$YLDP�SURJUDPPDWLFDOO\�SUHVHQWHG�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH�
DV� µDQRWKHU� UHDGLQJ� WDEOH� EDVH¶�� SODFLQJ� WKH� REMHFW� LQ� WKH� VDPH� FDWHJRU\� DV� WKH�
µ0DJGDOD�VWRQH¶�IRXQG�LQ�������$YLDP��������6WHYHQ�)LQH��KRZHYHU��KDV�UHMHFWHG�
WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH�µZLWK�WKH�HDUOLHU�0DJGDOD�DVKODU¶�ZLWKRXW�
SUHVHQWLQJ�D�GHWDLOHG�GLVFXVVLRQ��)LQH����������Q������D�YHU\�EULHI�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�
+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH� WDEOH�FDQ�DOVR�EH� IRXQG� LQ�$YLDP�DQG�%DXFNKDP�������������
'HVSLWH�)LQH¶V�FDOO�IRU�FDXWLRQ��$YLDP¶V�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH�DV�
µDQRWKHU�UHDGLQJ�WDEOH�EDVH¶�ZDV�UHFHQWO\�WDNHQ�XS�E\�7LERU�*U�OO�ZKR�GLVFXVVHG�

)LJ�����$HULDO�YLHZ�RI�+RUYDW�.XU��������1RWH�WKH�V\QDJRJXH�RQ�WKH�PDLQ�SODWHDX�LQ�$UHD�
$��DJDLQVW�WKH�EDFNGURS�RI�WKH�/DNH��2QH�FDQ�VHH�0RXQW�RI�%HDWLWXGHV�WR�WKH�ULJKW�DQG��LQ�
WKH�YDOOH\�WR�WKH�OHIW��WKH�7DEJKD�RDVLV���3KRWRJUDSK���.LQQHUHW�5HJLRQDO�3URMHFW���*ULI¿Q�
Aerial Imaging Ltd.)
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WKH�WDEOH�DPRQJ�µQHZ�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�SURRIV¶�IRU�WKH�µUHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�7RUDK�LQ�WKH�
)LUVW�&HQWXU\�6\QDJRJXH¶��*U�OO��������
7KLV�LV�QRW�WKH�SODFH�WR�RIIHU�D�EURDGHU�FULWLTXH�RI�UHFHQW�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�

0DJGDOD�VWRQH��VHH��H�J���$YLDP�������%LQGHU�������%DXFNKDP�������$YLDP�DQG�
%DXFNKDP��������,W�VXI¿FHV�WR�HPSKDVLVH�WKDW�WKH�FXUUHQW�GHEDWH�DERXW�WKH�0DJGDOD�
WDEOH�LV�VHYHUHO\�KDPSHUHG�E\�WKH�ODFN�RI�IXQGDPHQWDO�GDWD��LQFOXGLQJ�D�WKRURXJK�
GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWUDWLJUDSK\�DQG�KHQFH�RI�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�FKDQJLQJ�
VSDWLDO�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�0DJGDOD�VWRQH�WDEOH��IRU�WKH�SUHVHQW�VHH��H�J���$YLDP��������
This uncertainty is hazardous when one considers that many scholars have already 
started exchanging ideas about the function and theological worldview behind this 
HQLJPDWLF�REMHFW��)XUWKHUPRUH�� LQWHQVLYH�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�HIIRUWV�
PLJKW�KDYH�LUUHWULHYDEO\�REVFXUHG�LPSRUWDQW�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�HYLGHQFH��/HW�PH�JLYH�
DQ�H[DPSOH��:KHUH�H[DFWO\�ZDV�WKH�0DJGDOD�VWRQH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�V\QDJRJXH"�$YLDP�
�����������KDV�FRUUHFWHG�PH��UHIHUULQJ�WR�=DQJHQEHUJ�����D�������µ7KH�0LJGDO�
VWRQH�ZDV�QRW�IRXQG�³LQ�WKH�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�KDOO�RI�WKH�V\QDJRJXH´��DV�FODLPHG�
E\�=DQJHQEHUJ��EXW�UDWKHU�FORVHU�WR�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�WKH�KDOO¶��+H�IXUWKHU�FODLPV�WKDW�
µWKH�VWRQH¶V�ORFDWLRQ�LV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�ZRUN�FRQGXFWHG�DW�WKH�VLWH��SUREDEO\�EHIRUH�WKH�
ZDU�DJDLQVW�WKH�5RPDQV¶��$YLDP������������7KDW�PD\�LQGHHG�µPDNH�VHQVH¶��EXW�
how�FDQ�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�WR�EH�WKH�FDVH"�:KDW�LV�WKH�HYLGHQFH�IRU�LW"�,�ZRXOG�JODGO\�
DFFHSW�$YLDP¶V�RSLQLRQ�LI�ZH�KDG�FRPSHOOLQJ�HYLGHQFH�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�LW��/DWHU��LQ�D�
PRUH�UHFHQW�SXEOLFDWLRQ��$YLDP�DQG�%DXFNKDP�JR�RQ�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�RULJLQDO�¿QG�
VSRW�RI�WKH�VWRQH�WDEOH�LQ�PXFK�PRUH�GHWDLOHG��EXW�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�FOHDUHU�WHUPV��
µ,Q�WKH�FHQWUDO�VSDFH�RI�WKH�KDOO�RI�WKH�V\QDJRJXH�ZDV�IRXQG�D�ODUJH�UHFWDQJXODU�
OLPHVWRQH�EORFN��,W�ZDV�QRW�DFWXDOO\�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKDW�VSDFH��DV�VRPH�UHSRUWV�
HUURQHRXVO\�VWDWHG�DQG�ZKHUH�D�UHSOLFD�RI�WKH�VWRQH�QRZ�VWDQGV��EXW�D�OLWWOH�WR�WKH�
VRXWKHDVW�RI�WKH�FHQWHU���,W�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�WHOO�ZKHWKHU�WKLV�LV�ZKHUH�LW�VWRRG�ZKHQ�
WKH�V\QDJRJXH�ZDV�LQ�XVH��¶��$YLDP�DQG�%DXFNKDP�������������6R�ZKHUH�H[DFWO\�
was that"�:KDW�LV�WKH�HYLGHQFH�IRU�such�D�VWDWHPHQW"�'RHV�WKLV�UDPEOLQJ�VHQWHQFH�
UHDOO\�VD\�WKH�VDPH�DV�$YLDP�VWDWHG�LQ�����"�7LPH�PD\�KRSHIXOO\�SURYLGH�FODULW\��
These critical remarks are not intended to diminish the efforts of the excavators 
QRU�LQWHUSUHWHUV��7KH�0DJGDOD�V\QDJRJXH�UHPDLQV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�¿QGV�
of Galilean archaeology in recent decades. My comments only demonstrate how 
GDQJHURXV�LW�LV�WR�XVH�WKH�0DGJDOD�VWRQH�DV�D�KHUPHQHXWLFDO�WRRO�WR�GHFLSKHU�WKH�
IXQFWLRQ�DQG�FKDUDFWHU�RI�D�VHHPLQJO\�VLPLODU��EXW�SRWHQWLDOO\�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�REMHFW�
OLNH�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH��/HW�XV�QRZ�UHWXUQ�WR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VSHFLPHQ�
in some detail.
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��� 7+(�+259$7�.85�%$6$/7�6721(�7$%/(��2%-(&7���������

&UXFLDO�IRU�DQ\�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�EDVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH�LV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�
it was not� IRXQG�LQ�LWV�RULJLQDO�FRQWH[W��EXW� LQ�D�VHFRQGDU\�FRQWH[W��=DQJHQEHUJ�
����D����±�����,Q�WKH�VHFRQGDU\�FRQWH[W��WKH�VWRQH�WDEOH�IXQFWLRQHG�DV�SDUW�RI�
D�EHQFK�WKDW�ZDV�LQWHJUDWHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SUH�H[LVWLQJ�FROXPQV�WR�FUHDWH�DGGLWLRQDO�
VHDWLQJ� VSDFH� �=DQJHQEHUJ� ������ ���±����� FRUUHFWLQJ� =DQJHQEHUJ� HW� DO�� ������
���±���VSHDNLQJ�RI�D�µVW\OREDWH�ZDOO¶���Fig. 3���7KLV�EHQFK�GDWHV�WR�WKH�ODVW�SKDVH�
of the so-called broadhouse synagogue ()LJ�� �). The terminus post quem for 
WKH�SODFHPHQW�RI�WKH�WDEOH��L�H��� WKH�VSRW�ZKHUH�.53�IRXQG�LW�� LV�GH¿QHG�E\�WZR�
JROG�FRLQV�GDWHG�WR�VKRUWO\�EHIRUH�����&(��=DQJHQEHUJ�����D������=DQJHQEHUJ�
����E�����±������Fig. 5���3ULRU�WR�WKLV�GDWH��ZH�KDYH�QR�GLUHFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
ZKHUHDERXWV��SRVLWLRQ�DQG�IXQFWLRQ�RI�WKH�WDEOH��,W�LV�SRVVLEOH��EXW�IDU�IURP�SURYHQ��
WKDW�WKH�WDEOH�KDG�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�V\QDJRJXH¶V�LQYHQWRU\��LW�FRXOG�DOVR�KDYH�
been brought to the synagogue from somewhere else in the settlement during the 
F������&(�UHIXUELVKPHQW�SKDVH��Fig. 6).
6LQFH�WKH������SXEOLFDWLRQ�KDG�H[WHQVLYHO\�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKH�VKDSH�DQG�GHFRUDWLRQ�

RI�WKH�WDEOH��,�ZLOO�QRW�IRFXV�RQ�WKHVH�DVSHFWV�DJDLQ��,�RQO\�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�HPSKDVL]H�
WKDW� ,� VWLOO� GR� QRW� VHH� DQ\� UHDVRQ� WR� DEDQGRQ� WKH� K\SRWKHVLV� WKDW�²� JLYHQ� WKDW�
WKH�VXUIDFH�LV�GHFRUDWHG�ZLWK�FRIIHUV��JO\SKV�DQG�ULQJV�²�WKH�REMHFW�PRVW�OLNHO\�
LPLWDWHV�ZRRGHQ�IXUQLWXUH��=DQJHQEHUJ�����D���±����DFFHSWHG�E\�$YLDP�������
80*) ()LJ������)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�GHFRUDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�IURQW�VLGH�SUHVHQWV�D�V\PPHWULFDO�
DUUDQJHPHQW� RI� FDQGHODEUD� DQG� MXJV� ÀDQNLQJ� D� simpulum�� D� ODGOH� IRU� VFRRSLQJ�
OLTXLGV�� DQG�D�KDQGOH�OHVV�FKDOLFH�²�REMHFWV� WKDW�ZHUH�ZLGHO\�XVHG� LQ�DQWLTXLW\�
GXULQJ�ULWXDOLVHG��FXOWLF�RU�VRFLHWDO�GLQLQJ��Fig. 8). I also consider it likely that that 
WKH�VKDOORZ�UHFWDQJXODU�FDVVHWWH�RQ�WKH�WDEOH¶V�WRS�VXUIDFH�UHSUHVHQWV��RU�ZDV�PDGH�
IRU�SODFLQJ��D�ÀDW��VKDOORZ�UHFHSWDFOH�VXFK�DV�D�lanx ()LJ���). The overall furniture-
OLNH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�REMHFW�QR����������DQG�LWV�GHFRUDWLRQ�ZLWK�FRPPRQ�HOHPHQWV�RI�
EDQTXHWLQJ�SDUDSKHUQDOLD�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�LQGLFDWLRQV�UHJDUGLQJ�LWV�SRVVLEOH�RULJLQDO�
UHIHUHQFH�FRQWH[W��=DQJHQEHUJ�����D����±����UHMHFWHG�E\�$YLDP��������Figs. 
����������). 
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)LJ�����$HULDO�YLHZ�RI�FHQWUDO�QDYH�DQG�HDVWHUQ�DLVOH�RI�%\]DQWLQH�EURDGKRXVH�V\QDJRJXH�
at the end of 2012 excavation season. Note the line of the broken-out secondary bench 
:����������ZLWK�EDVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH���������DQG�DGMDFHQW�OLPH�VWRQH�EORFN���������
�VRXWK�RQ�WRS����3KRWRJUDSK���.LQQHUHW�5HJLRQDO�3URMHFW�
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)LJ�����$HULDO�YLHZ�RI�VRXWKHUQ�KDOI�RI�%\]DQWLQH�EURDGKRXVH�V\QDJRJXH�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�
�����H[FDYDWLRQ�VHDVRQ��1RWH�EDVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH���������RQ�WKH�ORZHU�OHIW�FRUQHU��VRXWK�
RQ�WRS����3KRWRJUDSK���.LQQHUHW�5HJLRQDO�3URMHFW�

)LJ�����%DVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH���������DQG�DGMDFHQW�OLPH�VWRQH�EORFN���������GXULQJ�
excavation. 
� �D�� �7KH�WDEOH¶V�VWXPS\�IHHW�DQG�WKH�OHYHO�RI�ÀRRU�O������DUH�QRW�\HW�H[SRVHG��ORRNLQJ�

east from central nave).
� �E�� �%DVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH���������DQG�DGMDFHQW�OLPHVWRQH�EORFN���������IURP�DERYH��

�3KRWRJUDSKV���.LQQHUHW�5HJLRQDO�3URMHFW�

(a) (b)
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)LJ�����%DVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH���������DQG�ÀRRU�O�������QRZ�IXOO\�H[SRVHG��1RWH�KRZ�WKH�IHHW�
DUH�VXQN�LQWR�WKH�SODVWHU�DQG�KRZ�WKH�ÀRRU�VORSHV�XS�WKH�ORZHU�HGJH�RI�WKH�VWRQH�WDEOH��
VXSSRUWHG�E\�VPDOO�FKLQN�VWRQHV��7KH�VKDOORZ�GHSUHVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�WRS�DQG�WKH�GHFRUDWLYH�
VLGH�SRLQWLQJ�LQWR�WKH�QDYH�DUH�FOHDUO\�YLVLEOH���3KRWRJUDSK���.LQQHUHW�5HJLRQDO�3URMHFW��

)LJ�����+RUYDW�.XU�EDVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH���������DIWHU�FOHDQLQJ�� 
�3KRWRJUDSK�,VUDHO�0XVHXP�/DERUDWRULHV����.LQQHUHW�5HJLRQDO�3URMHFW�
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)LJ�����'HFRUDWLYH�VLGH�$�RI�EDVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH�����������'UDZLQJ�)UDQFHVFR�3LODVWUL��
Magdala Excavation Project; © Kinneret Regional Project). 

)LJ�����7RS�RI�EDVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH�����������'UDZLQJ�)UDQFHVFR�3LODVWUL��0DJGDOD�
Excavation Project; © Kinneret Regional Project). 
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)LJ������1RUWKHUQ�VLGH�%�RI�EDVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH�����������'UDZLQJ�)UDQFHVFR�3LODVWUL��
Magdala Excavation Project; © Kinneret Regional Project). 

)LJ������6RXWKHUQ�VLGH�'�RI�EDVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH�����������'UDZLQJ�)UDQFHVFR�3LODVWUL��
Magdala Excavation Project; © Kinneret Regional Project). 
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��� 025'(&+$,�$9,$0¶6�,17(535(7$7,21

/HW�XV�QRZ�H[DPLQH�$YLDP¶V�DUJXPHQWDWLRQ�PRUH�FORVHO\��,Q�KLV������DUWLFOH��KH�
FRQFOXGHV�WKDW�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH�WDEOH�ZDV�WKH�µEDVH�IRU�D�7RUDK�UHDGLQJ�WDEOH¶�
�$YLDP������������,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�0DJGDOD�WDEOH�ZKLFK�VXSSRVHGO\�KDG�IRXU�OHJV�
WR�VXSSRUW�D�K\SRWKHWLFDO�ÀDW�WRS�RQ�ZKLFK�WKH�VFUROO�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�UROOHG�RXW�WR�
EH�UHDG��$YLDP�SURSRVHV�WKDW�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�WDEOH�KDG�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�µPRQRSRGLXP�
�D� WDEOH�ZLWK� RQH� OHJ�¶� �LELG����7R� VXSSRUW� KLV� DUJXPHQW��$YLDP� FODLPV� WKDW� WKH�
µVXQNHQ�DUHD��QDPHO\��RQ�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�VWRQH�WDEOH��ZDV�QRW�GHFRUDWLYH�EXW�ZDV�
GHVLJQHG�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�EDVH�RI�WKH�OHJ�WKDW�VXSSRUWHG�D�ÀDW�VODE�RQ�WRS¶��$OWKRXJK�
WKH�µVXQNHQ�DUHD¶�ZDV�QR�GHHSHU�WKDQ����±����FP��$YLDP�EHOLHYHV�µWKDW�WKH�VL]H�RI�
WKH�GHSUHVVLRQ��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�VWHSV�DURXQG�LW��FUHDWH�HQRXJK�IULFWLRQ�WR�PDNH�
WKH�WDEOH�VWHDG\¶��$YLDP������������$YLDP�LV�FHUWDLQO\�ULJKW�WKDW�RQH�OHJJHG�WDEOHV�
ZHUH�NQRZQ� LQ�5RPDQ�DQG�%\]DQWLQH�3DOHVWLQH��ERWK�DV�GRPHVWLF� IXUQLWXUH�DQG�
IRU�ULWXDO�SXUSRVHV�OLNH�DOWDUV��,W�LV�DOVR�WKHRUHWLFDOO\�FRQFHLYDEOH�WKDW�WKH�+RUYDW�
.XU�VWRQH�WDEOH¶V�KHLJKW�RI�URXJKO\����FP�FRXOG�HDVLO\�KDYH�EH�H[SDQGHG�XS�WR�D�
OHYHO�RI�SHUKDSV����FP�WR�DOORZ�FRPIRUWDEOH�UHDGLQJ��H�J���E\�DGGLQJ�D�ZRRGHQ�RU�
VWRQH�OHJ��7KH�RQO\�TXHVWLRQ�LV�KRZ�WR�¿[�WKH�OHJ�WR�WKH�EDVH�WR�FUHDWH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�
VWDELOLW\��+HUH��$YLDP�VWDWHV�PRUH�WKDQ�WKDW�KH�SURYHV�ZKDW�KH�ZLVKHV�XV�WR�DFFHSW��

)LJ������%DFN�VLGH�&�RI�EDVDOW�VWRQH�WDEOH�����������'UDZLQJ�)UDQFHVFR�3LODVWUL��0DJGDOD�
Excavation Project; © Kinneret Regional Project). 
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,�VHULRXVO\�GRXEW�WKDW�WKH�µVXQNHQ�DUHD¶�RQ�WRS�RI�REMHFW�QR����������DORQH�ZRXOG�
KDYH�SURYLGHG�HQRXJK�VWDELOLW\��HYHQ�LI�D�SLOODU�RU�FROXPQ�ZRXOG�KDYH�HQGHG�LQ�D�
ÀDW�IRRW�WR�IXOO\�¿W�LQWR�WKH�VWHSSHG�FDVVHWWH��7KH�OHJ�DQG�LWV�SUHVXPSWLYH�ÀDW�WRS�
WR�UROO�RXW� WKH�VFUROO�ZRXOG�LQHYLWDEO\�ZREEOH��VOLGH�RXW�LWV�VRFNHW�DQG�IDOO�RYHU��
7KHUH�LV�QR�VLJQ�RI�D�VOLW�RU�D�KROH�IRU�D�SHJ�RU�DQ\�WUDFH�RI�RWKHU�¿WWLQJV�WR�KROG�
D� K\SRWKHWLFDO�ÀDW� IRRW� LQ� SODFH��/DFNLQJ� VXFK� D� SURYLVLRQ�� LW� LV� GRXEWIXO� LI� WKH�
ÀDW�DUHD�RQ�WKH�WRS�RI�REMHFW�QR����������ZDV�PHDQW�WR�VHUYH�DV�SHGHVWDO�IRU�DQ\�
DGGLWLRQDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ���LQVWDOODWLRQ�DW�DOO��7R�WKH�FRQWUDU\��WKH�HQWLUH�VXUIDFH�RI�WKH�
µVXQNHQ�DUHD¶�ZDV�FDUHIXOO\�VPRRWKHG�RXW��LQ�IDFW�LW�LV�WKH�RQO\�DUHD�RQ�WKH�ZKROH�
WDEOH�VXUIDFH�WR�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�VXFK�D�WUHDWPHQW���0RUHRYHU��WKHUH�LV�QR�VLJQ�RI�ZHDU�
DQG�WHDU�RQ�WKLV�VXUIDFH�WKDW�RQH�FRXOG�H[SHFW�LI�D�KHDY\�ZRRGHQ�RU�VWRQH�IRRW�ZDV�
VWDQGLQJ�WR�WKH�VWRQH�WDEOH¶V�WRS��FI��$YLDP�LQ�$YLDP�DQG�%DXFNKDP������������
���±���RQ�KRZ�$YLDP�VXSSRVHV�WKDW�WKH�FRUQHUV�RI�WKH�0DJGDOD�WDEOH�PLJKW�KDYH�
EHHQ�SUHSDUHG�WR�VXSSRUW�OHJV���1RWKLQJ�RI�WKDW�VRUW�RI�SUHSDUDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�RQ�
WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�EORFN��
7R�VXSSRUW�KLV�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�WDEOH��$YLDP�UHIHUV�WR�D�QXPEHU�

RI�REMHFWV��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH��KRZHYHU��WKDW�DOO�WKHVH�REMHFWV�HLWKHU�KDYH�SHJV�
DQG���RU�KROHV�WR�UHFHLYH�SHJV��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�D�FOHDU�FRQVWUXFWLRQDO�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�
HDFK�RWKHU� �$YLDP������� ���� DSSDUHQWO\� UHIHUULQJ� WR�*HYD� ������ ���±���� ����
SO���������RU�DUH�VLPSO\�LQFRQFOXVLYH��7KH�µVTXDUH�KROH�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�DSVH¶�
DW�WKH�0RQDVWHU\�RI�+RUYDW�=DJJDJ��µSUREDEO\�WR�KROG�WKH�OHJ�RI�WKH�DOWDU�WDEOH¶�LV�
QRW�YLVLEOH�RQ�¿J����LQ�$YLDP�DQG�$VKNHQD]L������������QHLWKHU�LV�WKH�FUXFLDO�IRRW�
EDVH�FRQQHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�DOWDU�WDEOH�LQ�WKH�0\UD�FKXUFK�LQ�WKH�SKRWRJUDSK�WKDW�$YLDP�
PHQWLRQV��VHH�$YLDP����������Q�����UHIHUULQJ�WR�KWWS���IUVWHSKHQVPXWV�ZRUGSUHVV�
FRP�������������VHDOHG�XQGHU�WXUNLVK�PXG�D�ZHOO�SUHVHUYHG�E\]DQWLQH�FKDSHO���2 
$YLDP¶V�QH[W�VXSSRUWLQJ�HYLGHQFH��WKH�EHDXWLIXO��FRPSOHWH�VWRQH�WDEOH�IURP�URRP�

/������$UHD�%��6WUDWXP����RI�WKH�%XUQW�+RXVH�LQ�-HUXVDOHP¶V�-HZLVK�4XDUWHU��LV�
LQGHHG�YHU\�LOOXPLQDWLQJ�EHFDXVH�LW�DOORZV�XV�WR�VWXG\�WKH�RQO\�W\SH�RI�FRQQHFWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�D� VWRQH� WDEOH�WRS�DQG� WDEOH� OHJ�DWWHVWHG� LQ�DUFKDHRORJ\� VR� IDU��%RWK�RQ�
WKH� ERWWRP�RI� WKH� SHGHVWDO�� DV�ZHOO� DV� RQ� WKH� XSSHU� VLGH� RI� WKH� FDSLWDO� DQG� WKH�
URXQG�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�FROXPQ�OLNH�OHJ�ZH�¿QG�GHHS��VTXDUH�GHSUHVVLRQV�WR�UHFHLYH�
FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�SHJV���NQREV�WKDW�FRQQHFW�WKH�OHJ�WR�WKH�WDEOH�WRS�DQG�KDYH�MRLQHG�
WKH�IRRW�RI�WKH�OHJ�WR�VRPH�VRUW�RI�VWDQG��*HYD�����������DQG�SO���������7KH�VWDQG��
KRZHYHU��ZDV�DSSDUHQWO\�QRW�SUHVHUYHG��VR�WKH�WDEOH�OHJ�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�VLPSO\�
VHW�RQWR�WKH�EHDWHQ�HDUWK�ÀRRU��VHH�WKH�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�WDEOH�IURP�/�����LQ�*HYD�
����������DQG�KLV�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�URRPV�/�����DQG�/�����ZKHUH�WKLV�DQG�DQRWKHU�
WDEOH�ZHUH�IRXQG�IDOOHQ�WR�WKH�JURXQG��LELG�����±�����>QRWH�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�KROH�LQ�
WKH�JURXQG�DW�+RUYDW�=DJJDJ�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�IRRW�RI�D�RQH�OHJJHG�DOWDU��DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�$YLDP� DQG�$VKNHQD]L� ������ ���@�� 7KH� VSHFL¿F� ¿QG� VLWXDWLRQV� RI� WKH� %XUQW�
+RXVH�WDEOHV�LQ�URRPV�/�����DQG�/�����VXJJHVW�WKDW�VWDELOLW\�RI�WKH�WDEOHV�PLJKW�
have been generated by leaning them against the neighbouring walls (cf. Geva 
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�����������¿J��������,I�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH�WDEOH�KDG�LQGHHG�VHUYHG�DV�IRRW�IRU�D�
FRPSDUDEOH�OHJ�SHGHVWDO�FRPELQDWLRQ�DV�$YLDP�LPSOLHV��ZH�ZRXOG�QRW�RQO\�H[SHFW�
D�VLPLODU�GHSUHVVLRQ�RQ�LWV�WRS�WR�UHFHLYH�D�SHJ�H[WHQGLQJ�IURP�WKH�IRRW�RI�D�OHJ��RU�
D�SHJ�WR�EH�UHFHLYHG�E\�D�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�GHSUHVVLRQ�LQ�WKH�IRRW���EXW�DOVR�SHUKDSV�D�
VLPLODU�SRVLWLRQ�FORVH�WR�D�VXSSRUWLQJ�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�IHDWXUH�OLNH�D�ZDOO�RU�D�FROXPQ��
1RWKLQJ�RI�WKDW�NLQG�LV�SUHVHQW��ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�LQVWHDG�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�
WDEOH�LV�D�VKDOORZ��ÀDW�DQG�VPRRWKHG�RXW�DUHD�WKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�LQFDSDEOH�RI�
VXSSRUWLQJ�DQ\�VXSHULPSRVHG�LQVWDOODWLRQ��:LWKRXW�D�SHJ�KROH�DUUDQJHPHQW�VLPLODU�
WR�WKH�WDEOHV�LQ�WKH�%XUQW�+RXVH��WKH�VXSSRVHG�WDEOH�WRS�RQ�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH�
ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�VWRRG�¿UP�ZKHQ�XVHG�DV�UHDGLQJ�WDEOH��)XUWKHUPRUH�� WKH� WDEOH¶V�
¿QG�SRVLWLRQ�GRHV�QRW� VXJJHVW� WKDW� DGGLWLRQDO� VWDELOLW\�PLJKW� KDYH�EHHQ� FUHDWHG�
E\�OHDQLQJ�WKH�µUHDGLQJ�WDEOH¶�DJDLQVW�DQ\�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�IHDWXUH�LQ�WKH�V\QDJRJXH��
6WDQGLQJ� IUHH� DV� LW� LV�� $YLDP¶V� RQH�IRRW� UHDGLQJ� LQVWDOODWLRQ� ZRXOG� EH� XWWHUO\�
LQVWDEOH��7KHUH�LV��WKHUHIRUH��OLWWOH�UHDVRQ�WR�DVVXPH�WKDW�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�EDVDOW�WDEOH�
ZDV�XVHG�DV�EDVH�IRU�D�µUHDGLQJ�WDEOH¶��

��� 7,%25�*5h//¶6�,17(535(7$7,21

7LERU� *U�OO� ������� FROOHFWHG� WH[WXDO� DQG� DUFKDHRORJLFDO� HYLGHQFH� DERXW� 7RUDK�
UHDGLQJ� LQ� WKH��VW�FHQWXU\�&(�DQG�DOVR�FRPPHQWHG�RQ� WKH� V\QDJRJXH�DQG�¿QGV�
IURP�+RUYDW�.XU��+HUH��WRR��D�IHZ�UHPDUNV�VHHP�DSSURSULDWH��$IWHU�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�
VTXDUH�SODWIRUP�RI�WKH�7RUDK�VKULQH�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�ZDOO�RI�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�
V\QDJRJXH�DQG�EULHÀ\�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�OLPHVWRQH�VHDW��*U�OO�FRQWLQXHV�ZLWK�WKH�±�LQ�
KLV�ZRUGV�±�µPRVW�VSHFWDFXODU�REMHFW�XQHDUWKHG�LQ�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQV¶��L�H��WKH�EDVDOW�
VWRQH�WDEOH��QR�����������*U�OO�IXUWKHU�H[SODLQV��µ$OWKRXJK�-�UJHQ�=DQJHQEHUJ�LQ�
KLV�SUHOLPLQDU\�UHSRUWV�ZDUQV�XV�DJDLQVW�SUHPDWXUHO\�MXGJLQJ�WKH�SRVVLEOH�IXQFWLRQ�
RI�WKH�GHFRUDWHG�VWRQH�IRXQG�DW�+RUYDW��+RUEDW��.XU��WR�WKH�EHVW�RI�P\�NQRZOHGJH�
QRWKLQJ�SUHFOXGHV�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�W\SH�RI�OHFWHUQ�DV�WKH�0LJGDO�
VWRQH��EXW�ODWHU��ZKHQ�LW�IHOO�LQWR�GLVXVH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�WKH�SHUPDQHQW�
7RUD�VKULQH��WKH�VWRQH�ZDV�EXLOW�XS�LQWR�WKH�ZDOO¶��*U�OO������������
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� *U�OO�� ZKR� LV� DSSDUHQWO\� XQDZDUH� RI� =DQJHQEHUJ� ����D� ZLWK�

LWV�IXOO�SLFWRULDO�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH�WDEOH��WKH�REMHFW�µLV�DOVR�
FDUYHG�ZLWK�LPDJHV�RI�WKH�7HPSOH¶�ZKLFK�ZDV�QRZKHUH�VDLG�LQ�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQV�KH�
TXRWHV��*U�OO�������������0RUHRYHU��*U�OO¶V�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�LV�SXW�IRUZDUG�ZLWK�OLWWOH�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�IRU�FKURQRORJLFDO�TXHVWLRQV��,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�*U�OO¶V�DUWLFOH�
concerns 1st-century evidence for reading the Torah in synagogues. While a 1st-
century connection of the Magdala synagogue and the stone table is a reasonable 
SURSRVLWLRQ��KH�IDLOV�WR�SURGXFH�HYLGHQFH�ZK\�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH�WDEOH�VKRXOG�
DOVR�EH�UHOHYDQW�IRU�KLV�WRSLF��&KURQRORJ\�GRHV�QRW�VHHP�WR�EH�D�PDMRU�SRLQW�RI�
*U�OO¶V�FRQFHUQ��KH�UDWKHU�DUJXHV� LQ�ZKDW�PLJKW�EH�FDOOHG� W\SRORJLFDO� WHUPV��%H�
WKDW�DV�LW�PD\��IRU�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH�WDEOH��FKURQRORJ\�is an 
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LVVXH��HYHQ�LI�RXU�JULS�RQ�WKH�REMHFW�LV�VWLOO�KDPSHUHG�E\�ODFN�RI�FOHDU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�
FUXFLDO�SHULRGV�RI�LWV�H[LVWHQFH��)LUVW��ZH�GR�QRW�KDYH�DQ\�¿UP�HYLGHQFH�DERXW�ZKHQ�
WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH�ZDV�PDGH��QRU�RQ�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�EURXJKW�LQWR�WKH�V\QDJRJXH�
�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�SODFHPHQW�LQ�WKH�VHFRQGDU\�EHQFK�DURXQG�����&(��RU�HDUOLHU��DV�SDUW�
RI�WKH�V\QDJRJXH¶V�LQYHQWRU\"���6HFRQG��WKHUH�LV�QR�HYLGHQFH�RI�D��VW�FHQWXU\�&(�
V\QDJRJXH�DW�+RUYDW�.XU��6R��HYHQ� if REMHFW�QR����������had� H[LVWHG�DW�+RUYDW�
.XU�DW�VXFK�DQ�HDUO\�GDWH�WR�EH�FRPSDUDEOH�WR�WKH�0DJGDOD�VWRQH��LW�FRXOG�QRW�KDYH�
IXQFWLRQHG� LQ� D� V\QDJRJXH� FRQWHPSRUDQHRXV� WR� WKH� RQH� DW�0DJGDOD��:LWKRXW� D�
FKURQRORJLFDO�FRQQHFWLRQ��KRZHYHU��OLQNLQJ�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�WDEOH�ZLWK�WKH�0DJGDOD�
VWRQH� RQO\� RQ� WKH� EDVLV� RI� VLPLODULW\� RI� VL]H� DQG� VKDSH�� DV� LPSOLHG� E\�*U�OO�� LV�
SUREOHPDWLF��DW�WKH�YHU\�OHDVW��7KH�HDUOLHVW�SRLQW�LQ�WLPH�ZKHQ�REMHFW�QR����������
could� KDYH�EHHQ�SDUW� RI� WKH� V\QDJRJXH¶V� LQYHQWRU\�RQ�+RUYDW�.XU� LV� VRPHWLPH�
LQ�WKH�ODWH��VW�KDOI�RI�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\�&(��F������&(���$W�WKDW�WLPH���DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
UHFHQW�DQDO\VLV�RI�SRWWHU\�UHWULHYHG�LQ�SUREHV�XQGHU�WKH�ORZHVW�SODVWHU�ÀRRU�LQ�DUHD�
$��O�������� O�������� O�������� O������ ���� �����DQG� O��������� WKH�¿UVW�EXLOGLQJ�
XQGHU� WKH� ODWHU� EURDGKRXVH� V\QDJRJXH�ZDV� EXLOW� �L�H��� WKH� HYHQWXDO� ¿QG� VSRW� RI�
REMHFW�QR�����������3�,W�LV�SRVVLEOH��EXW�IDU�IURP�SURYHQ��WKDW�WKLV�HDUOLHVW�ÀRRU�KDG�
DOVR�EHORQJHG�WR�D�V\QDJRJXH��DOWKRXJK�WKH�H[DFW�VL]H�DQG�OD\RXW�RI�WKLV�EXLOGLQJ�
DUH�VWLOO�VXEMHFW�WR�IXUWKHU�UHVHDUFK��6R�IDU��ZH�GR�QRW�NQRZ�ZKHUH�WKH�VWRQH�WDEOH�
ZDV� DW� WKDW� WLPH�� WKH� ¿UVW� GLUHFW� HYLGHQFH� IRU� WKH� WDEOH� LQ� WKH� V\QDJRJXH� LV� WKH�
UHIXUELVKPHQW�RI�WKH�EURDGKRXVH�V\QDJRJXH�VKRUWO\�DIWHU�����&(��
*U�OO¶V�VWDWHPHQW��WKDW�µODWHU��ZKHQ�LW�IHOO�LQWR�GLVXVH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�

WKH�SHUPDQHQW�7RUD�VKULQH��WKH�VWRQH�ZDV�EXLOW�XS�LQWR�WKH�ZDOO¶��*U�OO������������
UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�VHFRQGDU\�EHQFK�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�ZDV�IRXQG���LV�LQGHHG�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LQ�
VHYHUDO�UHVSHFWV��*U�OO�ULJKWO\�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�WDEOH�QR�ORQJHU�VHUYHG�DV�OHFWHUQ�
DIWHU� KDYLQJ� EHHQ� LQWHJUDWHG� LQWR� WKH� EHQFK��7KLV� LV� LQGHHG� SODXVLEOH�� VLQFH� WKH�
ORFDWLRQ��LQ�ZKLFK�.53�IRXQG�LW��ZRXOG�EH�YHU\�DZNZDUG�DQG�XQFRPIRUWDEOH�IRU�
any sort of reading. Whoever might have read from the lectern (either kneeling 
RU�VWDQGLQJ�� LI�RQH�DFFHSWV�$YLDP¶V�K\SRWKHVLV�RI�D�ZRRGHQ�VXSHUVWUXFWXUH�ZLWK�
IRRW�DQG�KRUL]RQWDO�WRS��ZRXOG�QHHG�WR�GR�VR�IURP�D�EHQFK�LQVHUWHG�EHWZHHQ�WZR�
FROXPQV�LQ�WKH�HDVWHUQ�DLVOH�RI�WKH�V\QDJRJXH��DQG�DGGUHVV�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�IURP�
WKH�VLGH��,��DW�OHDVW��GR�QRW�NQRZ�DQ\�SDUDOOHO�IRU�VXFK�D�SUDFWLFH��

Another observation is in order. Because the 1st-century CE Magdala synagogue 
KDG�QR�¿[HG�UHFHSWDFOH�IRU�VWRULQJ�VFUROOV�DQG�UHDGLQJ��VRPH�VRUW�RI�PRELOH�GHYLFH�
LV�LQGHHG�SODXVLEOH�LQ�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�FDVH��7KH�%\]DQWLQH�EURDGKRXVH�V\QDJRJXH�
DW�+RUYDW�.XU��KRZHYHU��did�KDYH�D�SURPLQHQW��WZR�SKDVH�bemah attached on the 
VRXWKHUQ�ZDOO��=DQJHQEHUJ�����E���7KLV�LV�WKH�RQO\�SODFH�IURP�ZKLFK�7RUDK�UHDGLQJ�
FRXOG�KDYH�SODXVLEO\�EHHQ�SHUIRUPHG�LQ�WKH�EURDGKRXVH�²�WR�D�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�WKDW�
IDFHG�-HUXVDOHP��L�H���VRXWK��ZKHQ�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH�SHUVRQ�UHDGLQJ�IURP�WKH�bemah. 
*U�OO�LV�WKHUHIRUH�ULJKW�ZKHQ�KH�VD\V�WKDW�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�bemah excludes the 
QHFHVVLW\�RI�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�µUHDGLQJ�WDEOH¶��6LQFH�WKH�¿UVW�bemah in the synagogue 
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RI�+RUYDW�.XU�ZDV� YHU\� OLNHO\� WR� KDYH� EHHQ� EXLOW� GXULQJ� WKH� ¿UVW� SKDVH� RI� WKH�
EURDGKRXVH�V\QDJRJXH�W\SH��DURXQG�����&(�DW�WKH�ODWHVW��EXW�LV�IRXQG�LQWHJUDWHG�
only with the second�SKDVH�EHQFK�GDWLQJ�WR�F������&(��WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DULVHV�ZKHUH�WKH�
VWRQH�WDEOH�ZDV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�EURDGKRXVH�SKDVH��+RZ�VKRXOG�WKLV�FKURQRORJLFDO�
JDS� EH� ¿OOHG"� 3DUDOOHOV�ZLWK�4D]ULQ��.K�� 6KHPD¶� DQG�'HLU�$]L]��ZKHUH� VLPLODU�
VSROLD�KDYH�EHHQ�LQWHJUDWHG�LQWR�EHQFKHV��UHPDLQ�WRR�YDJXH�WR�VXEVWDQWLDWH�$YLDP¶V�
FODLP� WKDW� µWKH�GHFRUDWHG�VWRQH�RI�+��.XU�ZDV�DQ� LPSRUWDQW�REMHFW� LQ�DQ�HDUOLHU�
VWDJH�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�ZDV�WKHUHIRUH�FRQFHDOHG��«��QHDU�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�ZKHUH�LW�
ZDV�LQ�XVH¶��$YLDP������������
0\�LPSUHVVLRQ�LV�WKDW�REMHFW�QR����������ZDV�QRW�\HW�SDUW�RI�WKH�V\QDJRJXH¶V�

LQYHQWRU\�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�EURDGKRXVH�SKDVH�� L�H��EHWZHHQ�F������DQG�F������&(��
,I�WKLV�LV�FRUUHFW��ZKLFK�LV�KDUG�WR�SURYH�DW�WKH�SUHVHQW�WLPH��LW�LV�OHVV�OLNHO\�WKDW�
WKH� VWRQH� WDEOH� DOUHDG\� KDG� DQ\� IXQFWLRQ� LQ� WKH� SUH�EURDGKRXVH� SHULRG�� ZKLFK�
ODVWHG�IURP�F������WR�F������&(��,W�LV�WUXH��KRZHYHU��WKDW�WKH�SUH�EURDGKRXVH�SHULRG�
V\QDJRJXH� KDG� QR� ¿[HG�bemah�� EXW�²� DW� OHDVW� LQ� LWV� ODWHVW� SKDVH�²� D�PRVDLF�
PHQRUDK� RQ� WKH�ÀRRU� LQVWHDG�PDUNHG� WKH� OLWXUJLFDOO\� UHOHYDQW� VRXWKHUQ�ZDOO�� ,Q�
WKLV�FRQWH[W��D�PRELOH�UHDGLQJ�WDEOH�ZRXOG�DW�OHDVW�WKHRUHWLFDOO\�KDYH�PDGH�VHQVH��
*U�OO¶V�UHPDUN�LV�� WKHUHIRUH��ZRUWK�NHHSLQJ�LQ�PLQG�IRU�IXWXUH�UHVHDUFK��EXW�LW� LV�
GRXEWIXO�WKDW�REMHFW�QR����������IXO¿OOHG�WKDW�IXQFWLRQ��%RWK�WKH�GLI¿FXOW\�RI�KRZ�
WR�UHFRQVWUXFW�D�VWDEOH�UHDGLQJ�WDEOH�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�VWRQH�WDEOH��DQG�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�
WKDW� WKH� VWRQH� WDEOH�ZDV�RQO\�EURXJKW� LQWR� WKH� V\QDJRJXH� LQ� WKH� ODWHVW� SKDVH�RI�
LWV�H[LVWHQFH�²�DQG�WKHQ�ZLWK�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�SXUSRVH�WR�XVH�LW�DV�VWRQH�VHDW�LQ�D�
VHFRQGDU\�EHQFK�²�SUHFOXGHV�REMHFW�QR����������KDYLQJ�KDG�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�
D�µ7RUDK�UHDGLQJ�WDEOH¶���

��� $�7(17$7,9(�&21&/86,21

6R�IDU��WKH�DUJXPHQWV�SXW�IRUZDUG�E\�$YLDP�DQG�*U�OO�GR�QRW�VHHP�VWURQJ�HQRXJK�
WR� GHPRQVWUDWH� WKDW�+RUYDW�.XU� REMHFW� �������� UHDOO\� VHUYHG� DV� µ7RUDK� UHDGLQJ�
WDEOH¶��$SDUW�IURP�WKH�LVVXHV�DGGUHVVHG�LQ�WKLV�DUWLFOH��WZR�PDLQ�SUREOHPV�UHPDLQ�
WR� EH� GHDOW� ZLWK� LQ� IXWXUH� UHVHDUFK�� )LUVW�� ZH� VWLOO� GR� QRW� NQRZ� HQRXJK� DERXW�
µUHDGLQJ�WDEOHV¶��WKHLU�DSSHDUDQFH�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�ZHUH�XVHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DQFLHQW�
3DOHVWLQLDQ�V\QDJRJXHV��7KH�VHFRQG�SUREOHP�LV�WKH�VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�
SDUDOOHOV�ZKLFK�FRPSOLFDWHV�FRPSDULVRQV�RI�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�WDEOH�LQ�IRUP��VW\OH�DQG�
IXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�VLPLODU�REMHFWV��%RWK�GHVLGHUDWD�SXW�WKH�µ0DJGDOD�VWRQH¶��LQWHUSUHWHG�
DV�µ7RUDK�UHDGLQJ�WDEOH¶�� LQWR�WKH�DOPRVW�XQLTXH�SRVLWLRQ�WR�VHUYH�DV�D�SDUDGLJP�
IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH�WDEOH��$OWKRXJK�WKLV�DSSURDFK�PLJKW�VHHP�
FRPIRUWDEOH��LW�DFWXDOO\�OLPLWV�RXU�KHXULVWLF�RSWLRQV��DQG�,�DP�QRW�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�
LW�LV�FHUWDLQ�RU�QHFHVVDU\��)RU�WKH�PRPHQW��WKH�HYLGHQFH�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�PH�WR�JR�
DQ\�IXUWKHU�WKDQ�ZKDW�,�KDYH�DOUHDG\�SURSRVHG�LQ�=DQJHQEHUJ�����D�DQG�ZKDW�,�
DOVR�UHSHDW�KHUH��,Q�LWV�secondary�FRQWH[W��REMHFW�QR����������ZDV�SDUW�RI�D�EHQFK��
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OLNHO\�PDUNLQJ�D�VSHFLDO�ORFDWLRQ��9,3�VHDW��RU�µWUHDVXU\¶��ZKLOH�WKH�primary context 
QHFHVVDULO\� UHPDLQV�PXFK�PRUH�XQFHUWDLQ�� WKRXJK� IRUP�DQG�GHFRUDWLRQ�SHUKDSV�
SRLQW�WR�D�GLQLQJ�FRQWH[W��7KLV�VHHPV�DOO�ZH�FDQ�VDIHO\�VD\�IRU�QRZ��DQG�VR�ORQJ�
DV�ZH�GR�QRW�NQRZ�PRUH�DERXW�DQFLHQW�7RUDK�UHDGLQJ�KDELWV�DQG�GHYLFHV��RU�KDYH�
PRUH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�SDUDOOHOV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WR�FRPSDUH�WKH�+RUYDW�.XU�VWRQH��2QO\�
time will tell.

Notes

�� ,� ZLVK� WR� WKDQN� P\� FROOHDJXHV� 3KLOLS� %HV�� 5DLPR� +DNROD�� %\URQ�0F&DQH�� 6WHIDQ�
0�QJHU��$QQDOL]H�5KHHGHU�DQG�$QQD�/HQD�IRU�YHU\�IUXLWIXO�GLVFXVVLRQV�

�� 7KH�UHIHUHQFH�*HYD�����������¿J������E�UHIHUV�WR�D�SODWH�VKRZLQJ�,URQ�$JH�3RWWHU\�DQG�
therefore is not relevant.

�� ,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�WKH�ORZHVW�ÀRRU�DERYH�WKH�SUREHV�LV�QRW�LGHQWLFDO�ZLWK�WKH�ÀRRU�
WKDW�ERUH�WKH�PRVDLF�IUDJPHQW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������=DQJHQEHUJ��������EXW�predates it. 

5()(5(1&(6

$KLSD]��1���������µ)ORRU�)RXQGDWLRQ�'HSRVLWV�LQ�%\]DQWLQH�3HULRG�6\QDJRJXHV¶��3S����±
���LQ�2��5LPRQ��HG����Hoards and Genizot as Chapters in History��+DLID��

$YLDP�� 0��� ������ µ7KH� 'HFRUDWHG� 6WRQH� IURP� WKH� 6\QDJRJXH� DW� 0LJGDO�� $� +ROLVWLF�
,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ� DQG� D� *OLPSVH� LQWR� WKH� /LIH� RI� *DOLOHDQ� -HZV� DW� WKH�7LPH� RI� -HVXV¶��
Novum Testamentum 55: 205–20.

$YLDP�� 0��� ������ µ$QRWKHU� 5HDGLQJ� 7DEOH� %DVH� IURP� D� *DOLOHDQ� 6\QDJRJXH�� 6RPH�
&RPPHQWV� IURP� WKH� 6WRQH� 7DEOH� DW� +RUYDW� .XU¶�� 3S�� ��±��� LQ� <�� 3DWULFK�� 2��
3HOHJ�%DUNDW�DQG�(��%HQ�<RVHI��HGV����Arise, Walk Through the Land: Studies in the 
Archaeology and History of the Land of Israel in Memory of Yizhar Hirschfeld on the 
Tenth Anniversary of his Demise (Jerusalem).

$YLDP��0���������µ7KH�6\QDJRJXH¶��3S�����±���LQ�5��%DXFNKDP��HG����Magdala of Galilee: 
A Jewish City in the Hellenistic and Roman Period��:DFR��7;��

$YLDP��0���DQG�$VKNHQD]L��<���������µ6PDOO�0RQDVWHULHV�LQ�*DOLOHH�LQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\��WKH�
7HVW�&DVH�RI�.DUPLHO¶��3S�����±��� LQ�*��&��%RWWLQL��'��&KUXSNDOD�� -��3DWULFK� �HGV����
Knowledge and Wisdom. Archaeological and Historical Essays in Honour of Leah di 
Segni��0LODQR��

$YLDP��0���DQG�%DXFNKDP��5���������µ7KH�6\QDJRJXH�6WRQH¶��3S�����±���LQ�5��%DXFNKDP�
�HG����Magdala of Galilee: A Jewish City in the Hellenistic and Roman Period��:DFR��
TX).

%DXFNKDP�� 5��� ������ µ)XUWKHU� 7KRXJKWV� RQ� WKH� 0LJGDO� 6\QDJRJXH� 6WRQH¶�� Novum 
Testamentum 57: 113–35. 

%DXFNKDP�� 5��� �HG���� ������Magdala of Galilee: A Jewish City in the Hellenistic and 
Roman Period��:DFR��7;��

%LQGHU��'��'���������µ7KH�0\VWHU\�RI�WKH�0DJGDOD�6WRQH¶��3S����±���LQ�'��$��:DUQHU��HG����
A City Set on a Hill: Essays in Honor of James F. Strange��0RXQWDLQ�+RPH��$.��
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)LQH��6���������µ)URP�6\QDJRJXH�)XUQLVKLQJ�WR�0HGLD�(YHQW��7KH�0DJGDOD�$VKODU¶��Ars 
Judaica 13: 27–38. 

*HYD��+���������-HZLVK�4XDUWHU�([FDYDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�2OG�&LW\�RI�-HUXVDOHP�&RQGXFWHG�E\ 
Nahman Avigad, 1969–1982. Volume IV: The Burnt House of Area B and Other Studies. 
Final Report (Jerusalem).

*U�OO��7���������µ5HDGLQJ�RI�WKH�7RUDK�LQ�WKH�)LUVW�&HQWXU\�6\QDJRJXH��1HZ�$UFKDHRORJLFDO�
� 3URRIV¶��3S�����±���LQ�-��2ODK�DQG�$��=LPD��HGV����Schöner Alfréd hetven éves: Essays 

in Honor of Alfred Schöner��%XGDSHVW��
=DQJHQEHUJ��-��.�������D��µ$�%DVDOW�6WRQH�7DEOH�IURP�WKH�%\]DQWLQH�6\QDJRJXH�DW�+RUYDW�

.XU�� *DOLOHH�� 3XEOLFDWLRQ� DQG� )LUVW� ,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ¶�� 3S�� ��±��� LQ� <�� 3DWULFK�� 2��
3HOHJ�%DUNDW�DQG�(��%HQ�<RVHI��HGV����Arise, Walk Through the Land: Studies in the 
Archaeology and History of the Land of Israel in Memory of Yizhar Hirschfeld on the 
Tenth Anniversary of his Demise (Jerusalem).

=DQJHQEHUJ��-��.�������E��µ3HUIRUPLQJ�WKH�6DFUHG�LQ�D�&RPPXQLW\�6SDFH��2EVHUYDWLRQV�
from the 2010–2015 Kinneret Regional Project Excavations in the Byzantine Synagogue 
RI�+RUYDW�.XU��*DOLOHH�¶��3S�����±���LQ�-��'D\��5��+DNROD��0��.DKORV�DQG�8��7HUYDKDXWD�
�HGV����6SDFHV�LQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\��&XOWXUDO��Theological and Archaeological Perspectives 
(London and New York).

=DQJHQEHUJ��-��.���������µ7KH�0HQRUDK�RQ�WKH�0RVDLF�)ORRU�IURP�WKH�/DWH�5RPDQ�(DUO\�
%\]DQWLQH�6\QDJRJXH�DW�ণRUYDW�.XU¶��IEJ��������±���

=DQJHQEHUJ��-��.���������µ:LOO�WKH�5HDO�:RPHQ�3OHDVH�6LW�'RZQ��,QWHULRU�6SDFH��6HDWLQJ�
$UUDQJHPHQWV�� DQG� )HPDOH� 3UHVHQFH� LQ� WKH�%\]DQWLQH� 6\QDJRJXH� RI�+RUYDW�.XU� LQ�
*DOLOHH¶�� 3S�� ��±���� LQ�0�� %DXNV�� .��*DORU� DQG� -�� +DUWHQVWHLQ� �HGV����Gender and 
Social Norms in Ancient Israel, Early Judaism and Christianity: Texts and Material 
Culture��-RXUQDO�RI�$QFLHQW�-XGDLVP��6XSSOHPHQW�����*|WWLQJHQ��

=DQJHQEHUJ�� -�� .��� 0�QJHU�� 6��� +DNROD�� 5��� DQG�0F&DQH�� %�� 5��� ������ µ7KH� .LQQHUHW�
5HJLRQDO�3URMHFW�([FDYDWLRQV�RI�D�%\]DQWLQH�6\QDJRJXH�DW�+RUYDW�.XU��*DOLOHH������±
������$�3UHOLPLQDU\�5HSRUW¶��Hebrew Bible and Ancient Israel�������±���


