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Note on Transliteration and Dates

The dissertation text follows generally the system of transliteration used by the
International Journal of Middle East Studies. The Arabic spelling is preferred to the Turkish or
Persian. That goes for names, the hijri months and for legal and institutional usages and
terms pertaining to Muslim religious practice (for example, waqf not vakif, madrasa, not
medrese, takka not tekke, etc). Words of Arabic origin which acquired specific meaning in
Ottoman administrative practice are given in Turkish transcription (for example, ‘avariz
rather than ‘awarid, ‘askeri rather than ‘askari, kadizadeli not Qadizadeli, etc.), as are the court
documents in the Appendix. Some words in common use in English are given in their
traditional form, expect where there is no longer standard practice, e.g. kadi, not gadi, but

afandi, not effendi, shaykh, not sheikh.

In general, diacritical marks are used with proper names. High-ranking state officials and
prominent personalities are rendered in Turkish transcription (for example, Hiisrev-bey not
Khusraw-bak, Evliya Celebi, not Awliya Chalabi). When producing lists of terms of mixed
(Arabic and Turkish) origin, such as in the list of book owners’ professions, Ottoman
Turkish has been preferred in the interest of the lists’ uniformity. Both Common Era (CE)
and hijri dates are used, with dates in the hijri calendar given first and separated from their

Common Era equivalent by a slash.
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