Ec life may be explained largely, or even primarily, by reference
se invisible forces.

.
3

ements of religious renewal or revival which are to be found in
parts of Africa today, especially those which are sometimes
ribed as ‘fundamentalist’, and of new religious movements in
eral (Tozy 1995:58-74; Gifford 1994:513-34; Mbembe 1988).
¢, of the ideas articulated by and within these movements may be
trued as a critique of the way in which power is organized.
ving on a rich religious imagery, many popular texts circulating
drica today constitute a commentary on a world in which power is
g ented as being too often an instrument that evil people use to
oy peace and harmony. To put it in more familiar and more
aic terms, these texts are an oblique criticism of misgovernment.
; like any group of people who come together in search of power,
ca’s new religious movements are, themselves a field of action in
ch that elusive commodity, power, may be acquired and

wer and Its Organization

wer is usually defined as the ability of a person to induce others to
in the way which he or she requires (Bullock and Stallybrass

e
Stephen Ellis (Afrika-Studiecentrum, Leiden) and Gerrie ter Haar (Catholic
Theological University, Utrecht), Netherlands.
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