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The author of this thesis was born on April 20, 1975 in Veghel, as the daughter of a general practitioner. She 

grew up in Boekel and graduated from Gymnasium Kruisheren Kollege, Uden in 1993. In the same year she 

started medical school at the University of Leiden. After graduation in 1997, she worked three months in the 

Laboratory of Pathology of the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, Baltimore, USA (Prof. W.M. Baldwin III, MD 

PhD) on the induction of serum antibodies directed against heat shock protein following transplantation. In 

January 1998 she returned to the Netherlands and commenced medical rotations. For her requisite scientific 

traineeship, she started working in the Laboratory of Surgery of the Leiden University Medical Center (Prof. 

dr. O.T. Terpstra) on photodynamic therapy (PDT) for cholangiocarcinoma. In May 2000 she obtained her 

medical degree and continued work at the Laboratory of Surgery as an investigator for the clinical PDT trial 

for colorectal liver metastases. Next to this trial, research into ablative therapies and the immune system was 

initiated. In April 2004, she started her surgical residency at the LUMC (Prof. dr. J.F. Hamming). 

 


