The Position of the
Object in Tunen
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1 Introducton

Tunen' has features that are remarkable for a Bantu language It has a
fully opetating vowel harmony system (Stewart & Van Leynseele 1979,
Mous 1986) which ts at least 1n part an innovation {(De Blois 1981) It
shows telics of consonantal harmony n the feature forus/lerus (Van
[ cynseele & Stewart 1980) 2 In addition to these phonological features,
Tuncn hs a syntax that 1s atypical for Bantu an object noun phrase can

occur 1n front of the verb 3

Among the Benue Kkwa languages with signs of OV order, Tunen 1s
prrescalarly meeresung Whereas some Bantu and Border Bantu languages
may have the object befote the verb in « imited number of tenses only
(e g before negative verb forms), Turen has OV order for all tenses
Under specfic conditions  the object does occur after the verb, yielding
VO order The amm of this artcle 1s to describe these properties 4
! Tunen (Bant A 44) s spoken in Cameroun around Ndikintmeks where savannah and forest
meer dose to the s clled Grasshelds ares The language 15 described in detail by Idelecre
Dug st who dey otd her life to the study of the Banen and published her findings 1n a wo
volume cthnogriphic study a grimmar a lexicon and a collection of stories This study relies
on her wark and also on my 1984 ficlawork  Data collected from Honore Boyoleba Balahen
m Lins Antwerp ind Lesden (1984 86) are indicated by HB or bv HB JK 1f collected by
Juliinr Kuperus in Laden Daea co'lected from Frnanuel Bakour in Ndikinimek: Cameroun
are ndicated by LB I chank the wo above mennoned BanEn as well as Jean Owaken for
shanng therr hoguage with me Lalso thank Fors Kortande ind Chris Collins for comments
l”d ‘Ugb(g[lo“\
"But Jwnssens (1993 pp 82 92) has shown that at least parc of these scemingly double
reflexes of Proto Bintu consonants can be explained by conditions on sound changes and
that thete 15 no need to fall back on a forusflents distinetion priot to Bancu
31t 15 not the only Bantu or Benue Kwa language with OV order Gregotre (1993) presents
several Bantu languages wirh signs of OV order Tunen OV order is probably an innovation as
well Chudi (1993 102) proposes 1 path for how 1t mught have come about
'The tcrm QV order refers 1o surfrce word order only and not 1o 2 typological category
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2 Word order within the noun phrase

In the noun phrise Tunen displus boch heid mitnl ind head final
properues Modifiers such as adjectves 1ssociinves numerals quantibicts
and relauves follow the head noun and sgree with 1t m noun clws so that
the general order 1+ Head Modificr Howevar  demonstranives and
possessives precede the head noun 5

(1) oWl mont o motyty ot

Iy chdd  Lsmadl 1 one

1OSS N A0 NU M

my onc smadl duld {m
b wo mukun WS

L dus 1 rachar 1 of

DEAL N NSO

that wck er of Somo (18]
Comont e owi o andok g

tehdd cvam 1 who TIRIS Dic

Y 3] REJ
every child who lies (8

Otha modificrs that precede the noun are the question words whos
which  where ind how miny The numerd one changes s mening,
to other or somc when 1t is plwed in front of the noun W all
these pre nominal modifiers hve in common 1s that they select from s
given set 1e they evoke 1 paradigmaoe relwonship

There 15 linguage mternl evidence it the Noun Moaticr i the older
order simce possessines follow the noun i lexic dised contrcuons
mnvolving words for relaeves or friends

(2) 2 mukmun < mukiny womgt
my i [ i fw i
b onwam < 0w Ve W
my fnend fr ond nm
¢ bwum < bwive Puint -
my famiby (for v woman) minc my (Dugat 1971 p 13 N

3 The position of the object before versus after the verb

Within Bantu VO s the normt order while OV 1 the deviant order 1n
Tunen the most common order 1s OV 15 tn (3' where the subjc marker
and the tense aspeet mood chitie form 1 word which 1s followed by the
object and finally the varb 1t is also possible for the verb to precede the

object (4)

SDemonstratives preceding, the head noun 15 co nmon among Bantu linguige butm Tunen
1 1s the only option avulable Both demonstiatves and possessives always have the g proprinee
noun class concord and there 15 no aign of limited agreement with pre nominal mod ficrs 2
we soi eumes find i other Bintu Jangunges
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(3) Mena  mwanit ny
15 PAST water  drink
I drank water (EB)

(4) Mena  nya ha mwamf
1S PAST drink only water

I drank only water (EB)
OV order can be observed for all tenses ©
(5)  a Bigo behana taldk o yoko future

2 FUL 8 baskets put  LOC chair

b Bana ckana tala o vk past
2 PAS] 8 baskets put  LOC chair

¢ Baka bekana  talak o voko far past
2TAR PAST 8 baskets put  LOC chair

d B bekana  talaka o  wvoko subjunctive
25V 8 baskets put  LOC chair

¢ Abaka me ekana tal o vk compound tense
2CPD 8 baskets put  10C chair

t Bilendo  bekana  tal o yxk» negauve present

2 NLG PRES 8 baskets put LOC chair

g B bekana  tal o yko negative past
2NFGPAST 8 bashets put  LOC charr

h Brono bekana aal o viko negative future
ZNFGTLT 8 baskets put  LOC chair

1hey TENSE put baskets on the charr (EB)

O ¢ are only concerned here with post verbal versus pre verbal position Sentence 1nitial
poution s equilly possible for all noun phrases ob ects (1) locative phrases——complement or
uot— (1) wnd temporal adjuncts (n1) Also questicn words typically focused elements occur
sentence mutially (1v) The numbers in che glosses refer to noun classes thus 2 1s class 2 plural
of I contauning human beings

(1 d nb monamum mem sokin
sheep white ISTAST see
A white heep Jsaw (EB)
(] 1 Omcve mem ks nemat
thare ISTAST cassava plart
There J planted cassava {LB)
Lo achah akshan c)n nwans
LOC Duala 1 PAST go without me
SThe went to Duala with yut me (EB)
«oQ nehs ani ustr - tal
1OC hre 1 PAST pot  pur
On the fre he put the pot By
(n) 1 uhl» ondiakak ity mten ¢
tomorton 25 IRES go or  tody Q
De you lcnve tomorrow or today? (FB)
() Yat ondo ne

what 25 PRES  eat
What are vou erng? (1B)

“

WW&”&:’ -
[
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It there are two objects the rectpient object (usually human or animte)
precedes the goil object nd both precede the verb

{6 Meno ago mume fwalby
1SELT vou houst build € aUs
[l build 1 housc for vou (£B)

(7) Ani mnno mong  ndi o TAm mont  nuo nd
1Pt me money glve 1 TAST mongy me aive
S7he gave me money (1B

(&) Aniy  bibu nuano mh
11181 them me give
Sthe gave tham o nie
# Sthe gnve nc o tham an

In imperatve sentences the object follows the verb ind it there ue two
objecrs the recipient precedes the goal object

9 Indivy mnio nu ¢ b fnl ot non
LIve me hoe e hoo me
Grve me the hoc (18

OV 15 also observed 1 e e ind subordinte dhwses

(1) Wo mend {owr my Jowm nome pat ok 1
that min REL 10 monay vk ovestard
The nmn who tshed Jewn for money veseerd s

anindistm ten Un REH
he returned todn aoun o mc N
returncd wun todn o [ash] ne (En

(11) Menldobu[mine tow)ons nag 0 one tn o oluk i di]
1S PRIS sh when  REE 25101 me mones of  wine gne
[ sk whonvoull give mie the mona for the wine ()

3 1 The meaning of VO versus OV

There 1re differences in meaning, butween pre vabil nd post varba
position Unfortunately the two orders cannor be contristed dircetly with
each other For example in ordinany declirinve contests whil OV order
is well formed the corrcsponding VO order 1 not

(12)  Ana none nd d  Ane o omdi o
TIAST moncy glve FIast pive moncy
S/he grve money (11

In order to appear after the varb the object i this sentence must b
preceded by a partidde such 15« expressing contristnve emphass
(13) Ani mdi 2 none

LTAST gne IRT money
S7he gave MONTY (s
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In general VO order 1s possible only when making a statement about
the relation of a paruicular object against other possible objects This
occurs after the emphatic marker a and adverbial parucles such as ha
only aman just and ata even

(14 Mendo m  a bomak cf Mendo bonuaka ne
IS PRES cat EMPH yams 1S PRES yams eat
What I eat 15 yams I 'am eating yams (EB)

(15) Mena nya ha mwanif
1S PAST dnnk only water
I drank only water (EB)

(J6) Mena  mak aman ongol
IS PAST eat just skin

I ate just skin (EB)
(17)  Alendo ne at1  mngol nemote

IS NEC PRES ear even 5 mango 5 one

I hiven t eaten even one mango (EB)

[he position after the verb does not express focus or new information
but contrast. Objects that occur before the verb can be either new or given
information Thuat che post verbal object 1s indeed constrastive can be
shown by means of question/answer sequences In (18a) wine 1s con-
trasted to book and 1s thus in post verbal position In (18b) wine has
normal focus but no contrast and so occurs in pre verbal position

(18) 1 0 Dudyou put the BOOK on the tible?

A Bo menmi tia 1 mwolth
no  ISTAST put PRT wine
No I put the WINE (on the able) (EB)

b @  Whardid you put on the t ole?
y Mena  mwrluku wl
15 PAST wine put
I puc wine (o1 the table) (EB)
In addition to being pre verbal in neutral elicited sentences as in (3)
the object 15 akso preverbal in yesino questions (where the object 1s given
informanon) and in negatne st tements

(19 1+ Ondo ks m o«
’S TRES cassava et

Are you eating cassava (EB)
b Bo melend> kwsilhv ne

no  ISNEC TR S cassava et

No I don t cit cassava (EB)

[he object can be pliced after the verb for contrast (as distinet from
focus) and only if preceded by a relating particle The most genera) of
these parudes 1s @ We now try to establish the function of g 1n order to
determine how much of the contrasuve meaning 1s contributed by the
prtcle ind how much 1s determined by the post verbal position
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3 2 The contrasuve partcle 4

The presence of u indicues thae the following noun phrise 1s preasch ind
cructally the relev int one to the exclusion of other possible cndidues |
ts not limited to objects nor « 1t limuted to post verbal positron In
particular 1t 15 used to mtoduce sentence il defred Ny

(2m A nuohu 1 non
IRT L ddephne 11 as1 kil
fris the elephint who has killed (hinn (Ducast 121 p 147

2D v kg ale motehr nbw o d
chiet 1ol quud  jusuce
I he et s the sanvallnt of justce ()

)
b A kin i moteht lw nld
PRE chick 1eot 1y qund  justiee
Tt ts the chued who s the guud of josnee b

220 whan 7oas used s

Compired 1o the ncurnil possessive in
(22b) the noun 15 bicn derermine bien dosgne un entant connu de
1 interlocuteur comme ctine fentine de Ty personne qui pude fDug st

1971 p 339)°

!
(22) v wamg mon boswame o oo vunoomn
chitd o chidd e chdbr o
my child A0 child iy chald

The parucle 115 used for dhboriton on anphi i pronouns £23) ind
tor introducing chncecrs m vones (24)

(2% Woune o mmu me ndust ¢ belen

s IRT turde IS TRES want NG muny

I rthe tunle wantto mun (Duge 1271 p L)
(24) Niavi LMk I

1OSS 35 nime IR

Har name s Muhaling, (Dt 197 p 87

In accordance with its selectng funcuon 1 scuies of noun phiwes with 1
15 used for exhaustive lises of definite enutes

(23)  Mumvanmiy ki nihotihin 1 dosol om0 Mgk
wammals Al TRES meet ERT mtddope TR wrtde R leopud
[ misohu 1 newey U oot

PRI elephant ikt lion  1R1 hedgchog
All the wmmals nmicet the inrddope the trde the lecpred
the dephine the lion the hedgchog, (Dugst 1971 p 14D
The particle ¢ indicates rhat the following (proynoun s 1 wll
determined unique and vructal referent When objeers e phiced after the
verb that position indicates that the object b o be o duated m oo

“[The noun 1s well ¢ tabl shed nd denutied 1 chld Fncwn o ch he rer v ben e Tuld
f the person wha s speiking, | (eds)
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patadigmatic relwion that 1s the relation of the object against other
possible objects 1s relevant The narure of this relation 1s expressed by a
preceding particle with the particle ¢ indicating the most general of such
relavonships namely that of singling out the following object to the
exclusion of others

Pronouns following a must be from the emphatic set 8

(26) a Ana mong mdr 2 wam
I PAST money give PRT me FMIH
S7he gave monev to me (HB)

b *Ana  mone mdi 1 muno
11481 money give [RT me (HB)

Object pronouns in pre verbal position may be from the normal or the
emphatc set buc they can never co occur with the contrastive parudle a

(27) 1 Ana mno mone ndi

1 TAST mc money give
Sthe gave me money (HB)
b *Am 1w mone indi
1 PAST 1RT me EMPH money give (HB)
(26) 1 Jean ma o mwoluk nd:
1 PAST vou Gwmne  give
Jean gave vou wine (EB)
b fean wna mwaluk mndiy 4 ™
1 1AST Gwine  give PRT you EMPH
Jean gave wine to you (EB)

4 locatves 1nd other post verbal complements with o

41 locatire NPs

I ocative complements always follow the verb 7 (29) 1s incomplete without
the locitve phrase and thus the locauve noun phrase 1s a complement
1¢ 1 locative object

(29)  An:  ham wh o neko
11AST pot  put LO¢ fire
She put the pot on the fire (EB)

Focatn ¢ phrases tend to have an imual parucle o but inherently locauve
nouns such as esel riverside can do without o cf (304) versus (30b) 10

B1he emphatic pronouns are simular to the possessive pronoun see (2) above and different

from the normal indepcndent pronouns
11 additicn we have co state thar scntennal complemencs and prepositional phrases with the

m l](l; Urpose preposition #a occur afer the verb

Men oo Jumeks nionu k
1S 1AST dogs  ht wth stines
Thethe | g wehst nes

IVINT  venuve ALL  allative

(EB)
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(30) a A i nda hin esel
1 PAST VENT arrve niverstde

He arnived at the iverside (Dugisc 1975 p 69)
b Ami'lihuan o'

I PAST ALL arrive LOC  nver

He arnved ac the miver (Dugast 1975 p 65)

In general locative phrases follow the vaib regardless of whether they
arc a complement of the verb or not The parude  wan render 1n NI
locative and adverbial as 1n (31) where the presince of Jocatne m ikes
brinch 1 locatne modifier of sce Such locitne cxpressions e mn some
w1y related to the event the exact nituie of the rchuon s nor specihied
and so 1s consistent with 1 number of interpsetitions

(31) 1+ Mcendo sin o womy moka

IS PRES sce 1OC my branch

I see (situng) on my brinch (HB 1K)
b Mundo vt 0w mokws

IS PRES sec LOC thiy branch

I scc through this brinch (HB 1K)

42 Oblique NPs

As seen above the funcuion of 15 wider than just locane Te mdicares
oblique case or the third noun phrise Tike French darne ¢ Tunen s
often used for recipient objccts pliced after the verb
(32) Mby ou mdr o vente meny un

but 15 gne LOC Jonc ) mumal

And thacone [ give to another vumil (Dugwe 17> 195)
Pronouns following o have to be from the cmphitic ser ind e alwavs
post verbal (as 15 the casc with the emphe prracle 1) (33) shows the
correlation between word order and pronomunil form  (34) wd (3»)
establish that the o phrase 15 restricred 10 post verbal postion
(33)  Wo mond[owr it mone pit 1 juan ninehol]

that man REL 11351 money ash TRT vesterd iy
I he man who asked Jean tor money yvesteed v

1 RN 111 10 Pl( nnf&n
1 PAST me sk roday
b mni nl')fLI] p“l [¢] Wodn

11asT tody  ash 1OC mc it
asked me today

! I

(34) a2 Mendsbrt[mane >npo mone mmw luk mdic wam |
ISTRES ask when 25101 mongy of wine  give TOC me IMEH
[ ask when you H give me the money tor the wine

b *Mendo bt [ mns 0 wam on>  mcne e mwoluk ind
15 PRES ask when to me PMITE 29 FU 1 mones of winc LIve



|
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(35) 1 Mendo bit [ ma'ne o'go mone indima mwaluk o wam ]
15 PRLS ask when 25 FUT money give of wine LOC me EMPH
I ask when you Il give me the money for the wine

b *Mendo bat [ mane o wam opo mone indi ma mwaluk ]
1S PRES ask whcn to me EMPH 25 FUT money give of wine

43 Infiniival complements

I tke locatives and oblique NPs infintuval complements are after the verb

(36) A nabal o lel

1 begin INF rain

It starts to rain (Dugast 1975 p 63)

The infinitve 1s a noun with the nommal prefix o homophonous to

the locauve/oblique case parucle o Nouns denoting the patient precede
the nfinitive and are themselves preceded by o Thus the particle 0 marks
the beginning of the infiniuval phrase
37y 1 Oso lnpp omudk woombin hauta |

25 ¢an LOC 4 stones INF throw far
You can throw far (wich) stones (£B)

b Aw  hoa  [Ngp o moho (u)salsm mwakim» ]
1 PAST achieve LOC 6 languages diversify 6 all
He managed to diversify all the languages (Dugast 1975 p 439)

In subject posttion infinitival phrases trigger class 3 subject agreement

(38) [INep O num o nvok ) wolc  mope
LOC house INF demolish 3 cop 3 bad
Demolishing the house 1s bad (EB)

There 15 no distinction between a lor ative particle o and the homopho
nous infinitrval noun prefix Infimit es have the locauve partcle o pre
cliticised Noun phrases with this ("ocative) o parucle require the same
agreement 1s non verbal nouns 1n Jass 3 and have a simular prefix om
tor certun 1oots mc for others !!

(39) 1 n domba plura.  endomba sheep class 3/4
b mo kan plural  mekasa branch class 3/4

The particle 0 may be r-peated 1n front of every noun phrase 1 the
inninitnval phrase as in (40) where both the goal you and the object
wine are preceded by ¢ But this 1s not imperatve as shown by (41a)
where neither the goal nor the object are preceded by o Variauons in
word order within the infimuval phrase are recorded The object may be
post verbal (41b) If the goal 1s post verbal 1t 1s introduced by o followed
by an emphatic pronoun (41¢ d)

Mn (394) for m the vowel has undergone vowel harmony and the nasal has assumilated for
place with the followtng coronal
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(40) Amv huwmm [N o woaw o mwolub o winds |
1 PAST must LOC souw EMITL TOC wine INI glve
Sthe must gne youwine  (1B)

(41) Ani huinng

1 PAST must
S/he must

1 lInip 0 wan mwoluh o windi mon o pubih |
{OC you FMPH wine INE give miany  fomorrosw
b linipe 0w ogwmdi mwiluk mon pulxh ]
TOC sou EAMPHINE give wine Ny tomorroy
¢ livir 0 muwaluk owindi mn o wan pulil> |
1OC wine INF give moany 1O vou EMEH tomortow
d [inee 0 mwolul moy owimd o waw pubil ]
1OC winc mny INE give JOC vou DM tomotrow
arelou lor of wine tomorrow {tm

However 1 noun preceding the infintene 1 awavs linked to e as
complement of the verb whereas 1+ noun following the mbimitne s an
adjunct compare (421) 1o (42b) In the former  tiddd s the object of
culuvanon 1n the latter 1t 1 cocumstananl phic

(42) 1 Bun lumum [inpp o <Opaop oy |

1 PAST agree toc hdd IND work

Ihey agreed 1o culovate the ficld (s
b Buma lunun [Npp oo nyo copat g |

1 PAST agree INE work fiehd

They agreed to work e fild (i

Within infintuval compluments every noun phr e mny be preceded by

locanve o the mfintove 1wself the thame complement of the infintne
which precedes 1t as well as adjuncts to the mfimne ! Word orda
within the NI (ot which the mfinitive 1 an exemplu) docs not plrxlld
word order 1n the VP As scen above 11 (29) locaus es cinnot precede the
verb However locitves mav precede the infiminne

(43)  Bwoamwana bakibi e finpp mont o non
mtellectuals 2 N0¢ 81 COI mrhet (N neLotace
Intellectuals are not market negon wtors
it Intdlectuils are not negotators w the muha
(Dugast 1971 p 391

127 hese infiniaval complements hve v sumla constricson n Nug i where the dlem e
corresponding 1o Tunen ¢is ¢ (1) Wachin the mfmitne phrse The [Dnent IND S arder o
possibie tn Nugunu otherwise Nugunu his no OV crda Tnasmuch 1 b mitives e
nominl this shows that erder witha NP s o retleenon of osderm VP

[ v B b [y o2 onn th 1 H
2 1AM 2o funsh
They wall finish
b ¢oedir [ngpro& Dilume behe o b 15 1
punther 9 went ¢ By shiv g hne

The fe pard went o Offee fusy s (R basen b9 p 13
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44 o1 nominal sentences
The paruicle o like ¢ may also be used 1n nominal sentences In such
sentences a introduces one and only one noun phrase (44) O can be
followed by two noun phrases as tn (45) whete the pronouns are from the
independent series and not attribuuve
(44) A wow!

IRT IND DEM
Here 1w s (Dugast 1971 p 341)

(45) 1 O mueti wow
IRT 3 IND IND DEM
tven this one (Dugast 1971 p 341)

b O  wune wown
[RT mune IND DEM
This one s mine (Dugast 1971 p 343)

45 Summary object posttioning
We¢ can state that objects precede the verb in Tunen Two objects may
occur 1n the order [Recipient Goal] Objects occur after the verb of
preceded by 1or other contrastive parucles (e g ha only aman just and
w1 cven) locatives and other phrases with a locative parucle o must
tollow the verb and infinitives are complements of this locative particle

5 Duscontinuous objects or double objects
So far we have tied to understand when an object occurs before and
when 1t occurs after the verb Bur in facr part of the object may occur
before the verb while the remaining p rt of the object noun phrase 1s
placed after the verb In this sectron we look at such construcuons
(4¢)  lense Aspect Mood | Noun | Vero { Mod:fier |
We investigate the function and meaning of placing modifiers after the
verb and ash whether the post verbal modifier is sull pare of the object NP
o1 whether 1t constitutes a separate NP As will emerge post verbal
modificrs acquire the same kind of contrastive force as post verbal NPs do
This further suggests that the post verbal position 1s 1n general the locus
of contrastive force in Tuner

51 Discontnuous noan modifier sequences

It there are two pre verbal object NPs 1 post verbal modifier can only
refer to the last of two pre verbal objects Accordingly 1n (47) the post
verbal numeral 1s construed with medicine and noc wich dog
(47)  Mby noye ebiko m1 cma neboa lumws netste

but  thus lzud 1451 dog mediane hie one
[hus the lizard hit the dog with magic (Dugast 1975 p 63)
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Not only the modifier of an object noun burt also the modifier of 1 subject
<1n oceur post verbally
(45) A mwose | nitombr milinu
TRT Gdas  1AST pass G
Frnodns prssed (Dug st 1975 p 403)
Any post nominil modifier of a pre verbil object my ocew atier the
vab However modificrs that alw s precede the noun such s
posscaaties and demonstratives can occur netther atter the varb nor i
pre verbal position by themselves while the hoid noun follows the verb
With some moditiers there 5 1 difterence i meming relating o the
posstion of the modiher  Plcement of + modihier m post verbal positon
can indicate contrastive focus on the modificrs 16 w s the case with the
post verbal object noun see (11 17) sbove When v modihicr such s big
15 post verbal it hias contristve focus

(49)  Meny e 5 mwott uidi monen he Hbao
1s1asT 9cihbish D of owarer o D big 1Toc 1 child
T o the BIC water calibash to the ¢hild (E1)

In (50) the modifiers smill wnd onc ocan post vaball preceded b
the general (locaenvd preposion From the content of the srorv ae s
clear that the fict that the branch s sodl s contrst to all precc b,
things cut from the trec

507 Nae hiseh ni thy m ok ol Mot onou
thus  antelope 1351 lwer 3brinch cut 1 ¢ 3 hade 3 one
Thus the antefope than cue vsnant branch (Degwsel ) > p 17)

In (1) the idjectne when tt follows the verb can have 1 wider scope
than the noun wich which 1t agrees in noun s Undar the wide cope
reading the adjective funcuons s 1senterce modihicr

(51) Mt ndo mokist s monen

15 PRES 3 branch sec 3 big,

I sce thatthe brinch isbig ( martow scope modihiar)

I see the branch too mucl { wide scope » modificr [N

In (52) the phrase and/with chickens 1 post verbal posiion xpre ses

that the sheep and the chickens e 1t the same plice the consutnent
and/with chickens expresses the wav m which the sheep ue seen (the
same sentence with wnd/with chichens betore the varb would be neutnl
in this respect )

(52) Ment  endynbr shino nr nn kK « s g
1S 12T sheep sce and chichens 1O murker
[ saw sheep together with chickens at the muker (0

In (53) of the chief after the verb was not accepred presum 1bly
beciuse belonging to the chief 1s implausible 1 1 way of scang the sheep
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(53) 1 Ment ondambiy wu munam  siakmn
15 PAST sheep of  chief see

[ saw the sheep of the chief (EB)
b *’Mena  ndymba sivkal wu munan
15 PAST sheep see  of chief (EB)

I his contrasts with true NP-adjuncts, which may occur post-verbally, such
as ma muwolik 10 (54) In subordinate clauses, 1t 1s not possible to front the
object-NP along with the adjunct, nor can the adjunct front by itself, (55)
(54) 2 Mendo bat [ mi'ne o'no muno mone ndi mi mwaluk |

15 PRES ask when 25 FUT me money give of wine (EB)

b Mendo bat [ mi'ne o'go muano mdi mone ma mwaluk ]
15 PRES ask when 25 FUT me  give money of wine (LB)
[ 15k when you Il give me the money for the wine

(55) a *Mendo bat [ ming mone mmwsluk ogo nuano md: )
1S PRES ask when monev of wine 25 FUTme  give (EB)

b *Mendo bat [ mane mn mwoluk ono muano mone ind
1S PRES ask when of wine 25 FUT me money give (EB)

Morc often than not numeral modifiers occur after the verb The post
verbal position for a modsfier of a pre-verbal nominal object has
propertics that we have already noted before contrast or adverbial
tuncuon The fact that numerals are usually post-verbal 1s due to their
selecting property and 1s ulumately related to the contrast function The
rcasoning 15 as follows a numeral 15 usually an attributive modifier
indicatng that the noun 1s conceptualised 1n disuncuve units and that a
certatn number of these units are selected In this respect, numerals
contrast with adjectives which simply exp.ess a property of the noun they
modify As for the adverbial propertes of post-verbal modifiers, these are
parallelled by the observaton that a noun phrase becomes an adjunct
when placed after the verb and preceded by the particle 0 (84 1)

Recall that relative clauses usually occur 1n the post-verbal position (See
(1¢) and (10) above ) This is presuriably because of memory restrictions
if the relative clause were pre-verbal, the verb would come too late in the
sentence and too far away from rhe subject and tense markers

52 Secondary object constructions

The question anises whether the post-verbal modifier 15 part of the object
It agrees in noun class with the pre-verbal head noun, but semanucally 1t
seems ro be somewhat Joose from the noun it agrees with Conceivably
the post verbal modifier 1s an independent noun phrase, something like a
sccondary (embedded) object to the head noun phrase In order 1o test
this hypothcsis, we now examine secondary object constructions
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In sentences with 1 secondin object the noun phr e of the rderent
(Ibelcd rEl below) precedes the noun phrise of it wanbuee (111) nd
both follow the verb

(S6) v Anwon ba | mukol | [ thut |

1S PAST cut rope piece
RET AT
S/he cut the rope mto prcees (HB)

b A h'teve hendom mdis [(1) musshu] [mokat ]
1past 19 that 19rope give (3) dephant hand
REF Al
He handed that rope to the elephant
fie He gave diat rope to the dephant i i band
(Ducast 1275 p 69)

¢ Nanu osv bumin fohins uko fwr] [mok t] ¢
it not t4my 14 debe lene INDOSTOSS hind O
RE1 ALl

Docsn ¢ che ruede Jeve my debr co v ou
Lt Docsn tthe turtde Tawve nis debt o vcunsour hind
(Dug st 1971 310)
Indepcndent possessive pronouns e used w st object of 1sering, with
|
a secondary object following 1t This consttuction 1s used tn prrucubar for
possessives 1 locitve objects of pphicainne verbs

(57) A nwmdim  {wune |O[Lote ]
I enter ATTL IND IS TOSS  cave
RI! AL
He I enter into my cne (Dug wt 1971 p 339

Lt he Henter into nune the cne

In gencral juxtaposed NPy ac the end of 1 sentence are interpreted s
being 1n an equational relwion This holds not onlv of varbal objects 1
can be scen from (58) where tuide (1 preposinonal object) and friend
are equated with e1ch other

(58) Yaky tu bak mr [(mun ] [umuly mon |«
w1t we borast with turde frend  one O
RIY ALL

Isn t there only one friend hke the turde  (Dugase 17y p 323
>
Secondary object constiuctions re formed b justiposne two NI
sentence finally On the bisis of this critarr post verbal mods frers—
mdependent or not—do not constitute second uy objects becuse they e
not 1 1n equattonal relion with therr pre veibal had noun

6 Conclusion

We conclude that post verbal constituents and pre nominal modificrs
(demonstrauves possessives ete  see §2) have something in common
Both evoke a paradigmauc relitionship 1e¢ 2 compirison aganst or

4
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contrast with other possibilities in that position Otherwise, the neutral
posttion of the object 1s pre verbal yielding (head final) OV order, and the
neutral (attributive) position for modifiers 1s post-nominal yrelding (head-
inttaal) N modifier order
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