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1. Despite some fine-tuning, the fundamentals of EU enlargement policy have 
remained unchanged over the years. 

 
2. Member States have more discretion as EU primary law makers under Article 

48 TEU than under Article 49 TEU. 
 

3. By entrenching individual rights and becoming more independent from its 
Member States, the European Union has moved closer to the “constitutional” 
end of the spectrum with each subsequent Treaty amendment. 

 
4. The role of safeguard clauses is to safeguard the legal order as it stands, by 

giving parties the opportunity and time to adapt, not to embed existing 
differences on a permanent basis. 

 
5. The “very foundations” of the Union test was created by the European Court 

of Justice not only to protect its own powers but also to preserve “the very 
nature of European Union law”. 

 
6. Constitutional courts’ conception of their role and mission is key to shaping 

the legal order within which they operate. 
 

7. Amendment is not any change, but change that respects the letter and spirit 
of the object being amended. 

 
8. Where there is a will, there is a way. 

 
9. Norms, values, principles and past practice are instrumental in shaping 

institutions as well as people. 
 

10. It is not how we treat those around us and those like us that reveals who we 
are (or our values and principles), the litmus test is how we treat “others”. 

 
11. A supporting network of friends and family is indispensable for both being 

happy and for achieving one’s objectives. 
 

12. Living in a different cultural environment than your own is both painful and 
rewarding. 


