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“Our participation in the parliament does not indicate a support, 

but rather an undermining of the parliamentarian system. It 

does not indicate that we renounce our anti-parliamentarian 

attitude, but that we are fighting the enemy with his own 

weapons and that we are fighting for our National Socialist goal 

from the parliamentary platform [..] We enter parliament in 

order to supply ourselves, in the arsenal of democracy, with its 

own weapons. We become members of the Reichstag in order 

to paralyze the Weimar sentiment with its own assistance. If 

democracy is so stupid as to give us free tickets [..] that is its 

own affair. [..] We do not come as friend nor even as neutrals. 

We come as enemies: As the wolf bursts into the flock, so we 

come.”1 

-Joseph Goebbels. 1928 

  

                                                           
1
 United States. Office of Chief of Counsel for the Prosecution of Axis 



It is almost certain that we will fail. But [..] the assassination 

must be attempted at all costs. Even if it should not succeed, an 

attempt to seize power in Berlin must be made. What matters 

now is no longer the practical purpose of the coup, but to prove 

to the world and for the records of history that the men of the 

resistance dared to take the decisive step. Compared to this 

objective, nothing else is of consequence.   

 

(20th of July 1944)  

 

The whole world will vilify us now, but I am still totally 

convinced that we did the right thing. Hitler is the archenemy 

not only of Germany but of the world. When, in few hours' time, 

I go before God to account for what I have done and left 

undone, I know I will be able to justify what I did in the struggle 

against Hitler. [..] No-one among us can complain about his 

death, for whoever joined our ranks put on the shirt of Nessus. 

A man's moral worth is established only at the point where he is 

ready to give up his life in defense of his convictions.  

 

(4 hours before his suicide, 21st of July 1944)  

 

-Herrmann von Tresckow (1901–1944). Major General in the 

German Wehrmacht and organizer of the July 20th failed 

‘Valkyrie’ plot against Hitler.  
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