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APPENDIX

A CHRONOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR

The following table is intended to provide a detailed, though by no means comprehensive,
chronological account of the historical events directly related to the eight years of the Iran-
Irag War. This chronology is drawn from five major sources: Robin Wright’s In the Name of
God: The Khomeini Decade,! Kaveh Farrokh’s Iran at War, Dilip Hiro’s The Longest War,
Cordesman and Wagner’s The Lessons of Modern War, and various articles in Middle East
Contemporary Survey (Vols. 4-11).2

DATES EVENTS

Irag invaded Iranian territory and executed air strikes on cities,

September 22 airports, and industrial installations. The main Iraqi target was southern
Iran and particularly the province of Khuzestan, due to its military
bases and oil pipelines.

September 28 Iraqi troop’s assault against Khorramshahr, a major city in Khuzestan,
began.

September 30 The Iranian forces succeeded in stopping Iragis from entering the cities
of Dezful, Abadan, and Ahvaz.
Heavy bombardment was reported on the cities of both nations. This

October 1 was the initial stage of what is called the ‘war of the cities.’

Iragi forces captured Khorramshahr port, but could not enter the city

October 2 itself across the Karun River in Ahvaz. Another phase of fighting,
known as ‘tanker war’ began when both sides attacked each other’s
ships carrying cargoes to and from one another’s ports.

October 12 The Iraqis attacked Abadan from the north.
October 22 Irag claimed to have cut off the province of Khuzestan, while Iran
captured Iraq’s oil terminals in the Persian Gulf.

L Wright, R., In the Name of God: The Khomeini Decade (London: Bloomsbury, 1990), 216-58.

2 D. Dishon, “The Middle East in Perspective: A Review of 1980,” in Middle East Contemporary Survey, ed. C.
Legum, et. al. Vol. 4 (New York & London: Holmes & Meier Publishers, 1981), 5-13; U. Dann, “The Iraqi-
Iranian War: Political Perception on Both Sides,” Middle East Contemporary Survey 5 (1982): 351-57; Idem,
“The Iraqi-Iranian War,” Middle East Contemporary Survey 7-8, 256-60, 183-87; Idem, “The Iraqi-Iranian
War,” in Middle East Contemporary Survey, eds. |. Rabinovich and H. Shaked, Vol. 10 (Boulder & London:
Westview Press, 1988), 157-62; G. Gera, “The Iraqi-Iranian War,” in Middle East Contemporary Survey, eds. .
Rabinovich and H. Shaked, Vol. 11 (Boulder: Westview Press, 1989), 180-98.
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October 24

October 28

October 31

November

November 28

November 29

Khorramshahr was occupied by the Iragis. Abadan was also besieged.
Iran launched operation Kafka, under which Iranian forces attacked the
Iragi oil platforms of Khur al-Umayah and Mina al-Bakr, where Iraqi
missile boats were situated.

Iran launched operation Ashkan, under which once again the Iranians
shelled al-Umayah and al-Bakr.

The fighting remained intense near Abadan and Susangerd.

Warships from both nations clashed in the Persian Gulf, when both
sides attacked each other’s ships.

Iran launched operation Morvarid under which Iran managed to
destroy both al-Umayah and al-Bakr oil rigs as well as much of the
Iragi navy and inflicted significant damages on lIraqi ports and
airfields.

As heavy fighting continued in Khuzestan, Iran hit the Iraqi oil

September 27-29
Early November

November 29

December 12

December 5 terminal at Fav Peninsula, and Iraq struck an Iranian pipeline at Bandar

Abbas.
1981

The Iranians launched their first counterattack in the south of

January 11 Susangerd to regain the city and its surrounding area, which was
unsuccessful.

March 12-22 The Iragis continued to launch missile strikes against Iranian civilians.
Ahvaz and Dezful were fired by ground-to-ground rockets.

June 15 Iran launched a major artillery attack against Basra.
August 12 Irag used poison gas against Iranian troops.

Iranians launched operation Thamin al-A imma and ended the siege of
Abadan which had lasted for almost a year.

Saddam Hussein proposed one month ceasefire due to the holy month
of Ramadan; Iran rejected this.

Iran launched operation Tariq al-Qods in Susangerd and Bostan area,
west of Ahvaz, and Iranian forces succeeded in retaking Bostan.

Iran conducted minor offensives near Qasr-e Shirin, a city in west
Kermanshah Province, and recaptured some lost Iranian territories
around Abadan, north of Susangerd, and Qasr-e Shirin.
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March 19

Iraq launched operation Al-Fowz al-Amin, which was successful and
aimed at the Iranian build-up around Roghabiye Pass, near Shush,
north of Ahvaz.

March 22

April 30

May 22

June 20

July 12

July 13

July 22 and 27

October 1-10

November 1-11

The Iranians launched operation Fath al-Mobin in the northern Shush-
Dezful area, which was successful. The aim was to prepare to recapture
the rest of Khuzestan and to make Iraq unable to observe Iranian air
movements from radars on the mountains above the city. The Iranian
forces drove away the Iraqis from Dezful and Ahvaz.

Iran launched operation Beyt al-Mogaddas, under which Iranians
eventually liberated Khorramshahr on May 24, after 578 days of Iraqi
occupation. This was considered one of the biggest victories for Iran.
The Iranians commenced operation Fath which destroyed the lIraqi
Fourth Army Corps near Dezful. Iran also pushed the Iraqgis back to the
border.

Saddam Hussein announced that lIraq was willing to withdraw
completely from Iran within ten days.

Iran rejected this call for ceasefire and withdrawal.

Iranian forces decided to advance into Iraqi territory. They launched a
Ramadan operation in the direction of Basra to capture the city. After
two weeks of heavy fighting, Iran had failed to break through the Iraqi
defenses, due to a lack of military equipment.

The Iranians attacked Basra again, but the result was unsuccessful.

Iran initiated operation Moslem ibn-e Agil in that direction of Baghdad,
which also failed to break through the Iragi defenses.

Iran carried out another operation, called Muharram, also in the
direction of Baghdad and also a failure.

1983

February 6

Iran launched operation Va‘l-Fajr |, which aimed to capture the
Baghdad-Basra road. Although Iran moved into Basra with massive
forces, it failed to capture Basra or cut off the Basra-Baghdad road.

February 10
March 3

April 10

Irag launched a counteroffensive backed up by heavy aerial
bombardment.

Iragi planes attacked the Nowruz oil field, northwest of Kharg Island in
the Persian Gulf.

Iranian forces launched an attack in the Musian area, west of Dezful, to
recapture the mountains in the north of Fake, northwest Khuzestan.
The attack lasted until April 17 and Iran gained some border areas.
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May

July 23

July 30

October 29

Irag launched two missile attacks on Iranian civilian targets and
attempted to call for a ceasefire to protect civilians.

Iran initiated operation Va ‘I-Fajr 11, in the direction of Kirkuk, north of
Irag, and managed to occupy several heights in the area, including the
strategic base of Haj Umran.

Iran launched operation Va‘l-Fajr 1l near Mehran, Iran’s western
border with Irag, and succeeded in ejecting the Iragis from the strategic
heights above Mehran.

Iran launched operation Va ‘I-Fajr IV which was directed against the
Iragi Kurdish city of Sulaymaniyah. This operation was failed, because
the Iranians were not able to break Iragi defenses. During this
offensive, the Iragi army used mustard gas against Iranian troops.

1984

February 11

Iraq attacked civilian targets in Dezful, starting a new phase of the ‘war

of the cities.’

Februaryl6

February 21

February 22

March 12-20

April 1-10
June 5

June 23- July 25
October 18

Operation Va ‘I-Fajr V was carried out by the Iranian forces in order to
cut off the Baghdad-Basra highway, but the Iragi army counterattacked
and pushed back the Iranians.

Iran launched operation Va ‘I-Fajr VI in the direction of Iraq’s Amara
Province, but failed after ten days of fighting.

Iran carried out operation Kheybar in the direction of the Iragi marshy
terrain called Hur al-Huveyza. During the operation, Iranian forces did
not break the Iragi defenses, due to the Iragis usage of chemical bombs
and shells, as well as planes and artillery. The Iranians’ only success
was the capture of Majnun Island.

Heavy fighting was reported on the southern front near Basra and in
the marshlands around Majnun Island.

Heavy fighting was reported along the northern and southern fronts.
Iran launched a new assault on Basra and Irag raided the Iranian
Kurdish city of Bane.

The Iraqgis launched at least four series of attacks against ships in Iran.
Iran launched an offensive on the central front. In return, Iraq attacked
the southern front the next day.

1985

274



A CHRONOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR

January 28

Irag launched a major offensive, which took place near Qasr-e Shirin.
Iraqi forces captured a few square miles in the area.

February

March 11
May 27
June 16

August 15

September 25

September 27-
October 3

The ‘war of the cities’ escalated as both nations exchanged a long
series of artillery raids against civilian and oil targets.

Iran launched operation Badr in the direction of the Huveyza marshes,
to seize Basra. The operation failed because the Iranians were unable
to withstand the Iraqi counterattacks.

The ‘war of the cities” again escalated as both sides struck at civilian
targets and residential areas, including both capitals.

Limited ceasefire against civilian targets was declared.

Irag claimed to have destroyed Kharg Island.

Iran launched a limited ground offensive and recaptured key northern
Kurdish territory in the Bakhtaran Province.

Irag was reported to have achieved new successes in damaging the
loading terminals at Kharg Island.

1986

February 9

Iran launched operation Va‘l-Fajr VIII to seize the Fav Peninsula in
Irag as well as to block Iraqi access to the Persian Gulf. This offensive,
with its occupation of the Fav Peninsula, was Iran’s first major success
since the liberation of Khorramshahr.

February 24

May 15

May 19

June 30

July 20-30
August 12

September 1

Iran began another offensive, Va ‘I-Fajr 1X, against the Kurdish area of
Irag, through which Iranians captured some ground in the neighboring
area.

Iragi forces attacked across the border towards Mehran. Iraqgi aircraft
also launched an airstrike against a railway station north of Dezful.

Irag took Mehran, and five neighboring villages in Iran. Saddam
Hussein announced that he would evacuate Mehran if the Iranians gave
up Fav. Tehran rejected Saddam Hussein’s ‘exchange offer.’

Iran launched operation Karbala | and succeeded in recapturing
Mehran in early July.

Iraq hit several targets, such as a sugar factory, military camps, and an
oil refinery, as well as other urban targets in the Iranian cities of Arak,
Marivan, and Sanandaj.

The Iranian facilities at Sirri Island in the Persian Gulf were hit by
Iraqi jet for the first time.

Iran conducted operation Karbala Il near Haj Umran, a strategic
mountain in Kurdistan.
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September 3

October 11

December 23

Iran launched operation Karbala Il in the south of Fav, aiming to
attack the Al-Umayah and al-Bakr oil platforms. During the operation,
Irag launched a massive air attack, forcing Iranian troops to vacate the
Al-Umayah platform. Despite this, Iranians did succeed in destroying
much of the platform.

Iran launched operation Fath | which was an attack on oil and military
installations in Kirkuk.

Iran launched the offensive Karbala 1V, which was directed against
islands in the Arvand River near Basra and Khorramshahr. This was a
failure and resulted in heavy casualties on both sides.

1987

January 8

Iran launched operation Karbala V toward Basra, aiming to capture the
city. Iran had difficulties in achieving its objective as Irag had built up
land defenses. In return, Iragis counterattacked by air raids and artillery
fires.

January 12

January 13

January 17

February 12

February 18

March 7

April 7

April 9

April 23

Over sixty Iranian industrial, communication, and civilian centers were
bombed by Iraqi aircrafts.

Iran launched Karbala VI in the area north of Baghdad between Qasr-e
Shirin and Sumar, and succeeded in expelling the Iragi troops from 100
square miles of Iranian territory.

A new phase in the ‘war of the cities’ began when Iraq bombed Tehran
as well as other lIranian cities for the first time in two years. In
response, Iran launched a small naval assault at targets near the eastern
shores of the Arvand River.

Iran launched operation Fath IV near Haj Umran, after which Iran
claimed to have destroyed Iragi radar installations that were being used
to direct bombing missions over Iran.

Both sides agreed to a ceasefire of two weeks in which Iraq stopped its
air strikes on Iranian cities and Iran it’s shelling of Basra. The ceasefire
held until April.

Iran launched Karbala VII in the direction of Basra and Iranian
succeeded in capturing Haj Umran’s mountainous peak.

Iran carried out operation Karbala VIII around Basra. This attack
resulted in heavy casualties for Iran.

Iran launched operation Karbala 1X near Qasr-e Shirin which aimed to
improve Iran’s position in the border. Iran only made limited progress.
Iranian launched the Karbala X offensive in the southwest of Bane and

276



A CHRONOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR

July 18

July 20

August 10
October

November 22-23

northeast of Sulaymaniyah.

Saddam Hussein again called for peace negotiations, claiming that Iraq
would not attempt to take Iranian territory anymore.

The UN Security Council unanimously passes Resolution 598 calling
for ceasefire and withdrawal of warring forces. Iraq accepted the
resolution on the condition that Iran does the same.

Iraq began the first in a series of bombing raids against industrial and
other non-military targets in several Iranian cities that lasted through
August.

Iragi air raids heavily damaged refining facilities in Ahvaz,
Kermanshah, and Shiraz.

New Iranian offensives were carried out in the Kurdish cities of
Sulaymaniyah and Erbil.

1988

January 15

Iran launched operation Beyt al-Mogaddas Il in the Mawat border area
on the northern front, east of Sulaymaniyah.

February 7

February 27

March 16

April 10

April 11

April 17

June 18

July 3

Irag hit Kharg Island and continued to use bombing missions to probe
Iran’s air defenses.

Irag renewed the ‘war of the cities’ by bombing Saqqgez in northern
Iran. When Iran answered with missile attacks on Baghdad, Iraq hit
Tehran with missiles and attacked Rey oil refinery.

Saddam Hussein used chemical weapons against the Iraqi Kurds in
Halabje, killing 5,000 Kurdish civilians. Iran launched operation Va ‘I-
Fajr X directed at the Sulaymaniyah Province. Iranian helicopters shot
down a number of Iragi jets and Iranian forces poured into Iraqi
Kurdistan.

The Iragi air force ceased its bombing of Iranian territory.

Operation Beyt al-Mogaddas V was conducted by the Iranians as a last
major thrust into the Sulaymaniyah Province.

Iraq launched operation Ramadan al-Mubarak which was successful,
leading to the recapture of the Fav Peninsula from Iranian forces after
two years.

Irag launched a new offensive, Forty Stars, using nerve gas and
helicopters gunships. The attacking forces captured Mehran and took
several positions in the heights near Mehran.

USS Vincennes’ hit down the Iran Air Airbus over the Strait of
Hormuz with a missile, killing all 291 passengers on board.

277



APPENDIX

July 18 Iran accepted the United Nations Security Council Resolution 598,
which called for an immediate ceasefire.
August 20 The ceasefire between Iran and Irag formally commenced.
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