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Introduction

Mali, 10 February 2002. The African Cup of Natiomad reached its end. It
looked as though no extraordinary things had hagpei®©ver the past four
weeks, 16 national teams had tried to get to thal fof the most prestigious
football tournament on the African continent. Caower and Senegal, two strong
African football nations, made it to the finals. fi@&oon beat Senegal after a
penalty shoot-out and won the Cup for a fourth time

But something did happen. About 90 minutes beftwe dtart of the semi-
finals between Cameroon and host nation Mali orrlreaty 7, the Cameroonian
goalkeeping coach Thomas Nkono got himself involirea fight with the riot
police. Some of these policemen dragged him awayn fthe pitch onto the
nearby running track, beat him up and then handdufim. Winfried Schéfer,
the coach of the Cameroonian Indomitable Lionshat time, was furious and
demanded his release. However, former African Playehe Year Nkono was
banned from sitting on the reserves’ bench forése of the tournament.

It turned out that the police had allegedly seemmdkthrow something onto
the pitch. They thought it was a magic charm thatld have influenced the
outcome of the match. A member of the riot poligereran back onto the pitch
to pick up a suspicious-looking object off the gras is likely that they reacted
in this way because Cameroon was about to také@n national team. Mali’s
success was at stake.

At first, the Confederation for African Football AE) found Nkono guilty of
causing an incident at the stadium. He was banred football for one year.
Two months later, the CAF lifted the ban, appakebtcause of new evidence
brought to light by Cameroon’s football federatidn.the meantime, President
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Alpha Oumar Konare of Mali had managed to sootbgematic crisis between
Mali and Cameroon by publicly apologizing for theach’s arrest.

When | first heard about this affair, | was notyosurprised to learn that there
were magic charms involved but also that it hadteduch firm action by the
riot police. But soon | found out that magic charmans an indispensable part of a
witch doctor's extensive spiritual repertoire. Thwtch doctor, in turn, is an
indispensable part of any African football matcte i4 hired by officials of the
national teams for one purpose only: to win thetbath match. And there is
always trouble and chaos whenever a witch doctdnblack magic is seen on
or around the pitch.

Almost exactly a year after the incident in Maltapital Bamako, | arrived in
the small town of Buea in the South West Provint&€Cameroon to conduct
anthropological fieldwork into the occurrence otahicraft, sorcery and magic in
the local football league. If such match preparati@as performed at the level of
the national team, this would certainly also bedase at club level.

Indeed, it took some time before people startethltoabout it but when they
did, it turned out that all the clubs in the fiestd second division leagues were
involved in such spiritual practices. In fact, #hes not a single football match
going on without somebody hiring someone to pregaraething. But that was
not the whole story. It seemed that witchcraftceoy and magic were also used
by players, coaches and club executives againkt@her. They employed these
spiritual forces to attain their own individual gea life.

But football in Cameroon, and in Africa in general,not just a story about
witchcraft, sorcery and magic. | have seen, head experienced things that
relate to many other aspects in football such aotiganization of football clubs,
ethnic groups using football as a stepping stongaio power, corruption and
bribery within the competition and within clubs atehms, the violent nature of
some supporters but also the enthusiasm and jothefs, and of course the day-
to-day lives of football players in Buea.

A book about football in Cameroon would not be réghocomplete without
mentioning these aspects as well.

Roger Milla and his belly dance

First, let me present a general overview of Afri¢aatball as | know it. | will
start in 1990, the year in which | was first intwodd to the world of African
football — or, more particularly, Cameroonian faatb

As a kid, | went to a summer school on the Dut¢ang of Texel. About 25
classmates and | were staying in a huge barn imitddle of nowhere with only
one modern device: a television set. On June &ybudy gathered around the
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TV for the opening match of the World Cup betwebee world champions
Argentina and a completely unknown nation at thmét Cameroon.

There was not a single human being on the planet gadve the poor Came-
roonians a chance against Maradona and his teagsmEtey were going to be
seriously beaten and that would the end of thei¢afr adventure’ at the World
Cup in ltaly. But then, in the 87minute of play, Francois Omam-Biyik received
a pass from Cyrille Makanaky and scored the firgt anly goal of the match.
Afterwards, the Cameroonians were the talk of thg. dVho were these guys?
And where did these Indomitable Lions come from?

When Cameroon played the second match in Group @nsty Romania,
Coach Valeri Nepomniachi put in his joker card: Rodlilla. Although Milla
also came in as a substitute during the first métwhonly the last ten minutes or
s0), this time the 38-year-old football veteran vgast on to the pitch after 58
minutes of play. He scored within 15 minutes armkeged the trick five minutes
before the end of the match. After each goal het@ahe corner flag to perform
his memorable belly dance. Cameroon beat Romamjaal to 1. The subse-
guent surprising loss of the Lions to Russia (@id)not really matter. Cameroon
topped Group B with four points; Romania came icosel with three points.

In the second round, Cameroon had to take on Coéowmith its famous long-
haired captain, Carlos Valderrama. The officialrBhutes of the match ended
without a goal being scored. Then, in extra timayas ‘Milla time’ again. He
scored two goals in four minutes and at the ende&zaom had beaten Colombia
2 goals to 1. For the first time ever, an Africauctry had made it to the quarter
finals of the World Cup.

By now, all the kids and the teachers in the barrhe island of Texel were
supporting the Cameroonian national team, not betyause the Netherlands had
already been eliminated but also because of theesspve football skills of this
bunch of complete outsiders at the World Cup. Weewmt the only ones who
were cheering for them though. Most people in Hall#uned in for the quarter-
finals between Cameroon and England to see whaifneans’ were going to
do.

Especially in developing countries, people were imgvhe green, red and
yellow flag of Cameroon. After all, Cameroon re@meted the ‘Third World’ at a
‘First World’ tournament and poor people around weld wanted them to beat
the powers that be. For them, football was the ame only way in which poor
nations could be stronger than the rich ones. Rbli#a once said: ‘It's thanks
to football that a small nation could become gr@étiper 1996 [1994]: 113).

The quarter-final match between Cameroon and Edglaas one of the
toughest matches in the tournament. David PlattBmgland in the lead in the
25" minute and most of us thought the dream of Mitid &is team mates would
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end here. In the second half though, Cameroon tobghkk. They forced a
penalty. Emmanuel Kunde scored and the teams weet &gain. Four minutes
later, Roger Milla passed the ball to Eugene Ekeke then caused cheers and
screams throughout the barn. Cameroon was leadyog® to 1. But then striker
Gary Lineker scored a penalty for England, and theother one in extra time.
Everybody agreed that Cameroon had been the lbetter, but they were out of
the tournament. Even England’s coach Bobby Robsinitteed that Cameroon
had been unlucky.

A lot of people felt sorry for the Camerooniangelt depressed — but only for
one night. Elsewhere in the world things were wotkrirnalist Simon Kuper
(1996: 118-119) wrote that when ‘England knocketltba Lions a Bangladeshi
man died of a heart-attack and a Bangladeshi wdmeg herself. “The elimi-
nation of Cameroon also means the end of my Igeail her suicide note’.

Roger Milla, however, told the French magazitance Footballthat he was
happy that Cameroon had been eliminated by Engléidell you something: if
we had beaten England, Africa would have explodedplo-ded. There would
even have been deaths. The Good Lord knows whdboée Me, | thank him for
stopping us in the quarter-finals. That permittetittee pliancy’ (Kuper 1996:
102).

Everybody seems to remember Cameroon’s succese @990 World Cup
only in direct relation to the team’s star playRnger Milla. The funny thing is
that he was not even called up by the coach befmestart of the tournament.
Paul Biya, the president of the Republic of Cameransisted that Milla — who
was playing in an insignificant league on the idlarf Réunion in his retiring
years — be selected for the squad.

A year after the World Cup, Milla was voted Africkootballer of the Year.

The Brazilians of Africa

The 1990 World Cup put Cameroon and Africa as alevlbo the map. That is
what football usually does. On the one hand, thagenof the Cameroonian
footballers was very positive: one of strong, fastl happy players. Cameroon,
too, sounded like a nice place to visit one dagr ‘& month we were told daily
that this was a happy-go-lucky place with lots ob&too, and the comparisons
with Brazil cannot have hurt either’ (Kuper 199@4). Indeed, Cameroonians
were portrayed as the ‘Brazilians of Africa’ who needancing in the streets all
the time. | remember grabbing a map of the wordghtriaway to find out where
these people lived — and how | could get there thyse

But there was another image of Cameroon — and #&fdas well, one with
rather more negative connotations. Although Cameltwad already participated
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in the World Cup back in 1982, this was actuallg tlirst time that many
Westerners had ever seen Africans play at a majsnament. But most of them
did not see regular football players on the fighkley saw Africans on the field.
The Cameroonian players, and African players inegan were stereotyped as
opposed to things they were not: modern, Westeamwiegsional. Instead, they
were portrayed in a pre-modern way, namely as ‘on@gand ‘irrational’ (Giu-
lianotti 1999: 140). Bale (2004: 244) noted:

The survey of images of the 1990 World Cup reveded the players from Cameroon were

written as having “football in their blood”; thepbtained their skills as whippersnappers on

the streets”; their play brought “magic to the gantbey were “instinctive footballers”,

“refreshingly attacking” and “not at all inhibitedEuropean soccer, on the other hand, was

represented by “modern” images — those of “thdiegl” and “the machine”....

One of the most persistent ideas at that time wasAfricans in general did
not play according to any football tactics or sigas, they just went onto the
field andplayed As Kuper (1996: 103) explains, Westerners ‘beidvat Afri-
cans have no notion of tactics. “They go out therenjoy themselves”, say our
commentators’.

Of course, the success of the Cameroonian natteaah demanded a some-
what different view. ‘For a long time we said thticans could not play foot-
ball. After 1990, we invented an explanation. Adns can play, we said, because
they were born that way. They are naturals. Theselre idea of what they are
doing’ (Kuper 1996: 103). The people who said thésegs, though, probably
did not know anything about Africa’s long footbhlstory. After all, the game of
football had been introduced into South Africa aslyeas the 1860s. And in
1923, Egypt was the first African country to joifFR. The Egyptians were also
one of the founding members of CAF in 1957, whichwnis the largest conti-
nental football body in the world with more thand@mbers.

Yet since African nations were not successful agiadal football stage — at
the World Cup — most Westerners thought that Afgscavere nothing but
‘children’ in terms of football. However, one ofetlieasons why Africans teams
did not seem to perform well at the World Cup wasduse there were hardly
any national teams from the African continent pn¢se the first place. Between
1934 and 1970, only one African team participatethe World Cup — and only
briefly, | may add. Egypt played its first matchaagst Hungary in 1934, lost 4-2
and went home again.

Armstrong & Giulianotti (2004) argue that the Afiic continent was com-
pletely and utterly ‘neglected’ before Jodo Havgktook over the FIFA presi-
dency in 1974. ‘African nations gained directlyrfrdcdavelange’s stated aim to
expand the game competitively. Without a guaranigdade at the World Cup
finals since 1934, African nations were represembtetlirn by Morocco, Zaire
and Tunisia at successive tournaments during tAésL9lbid.: 10).
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In making the World Cup more competitive, the Bliani Havelange needed
more teams — from all over the world. In the fidgcade of his presidency,
though, Africa did not really seem to take advaatagits reserved place at the
World Cup. Although Morocco’s and Tunisia’s appeses at the World Cups
in 1970 and 1978 were not very successful to sayldast, Zaire’s World Cup
campaign in 1974 may well have been the worstentdirnament’s history. The
year 1982 was the turning point for Africa at theNdl Cup. Cameroon drew all
three of its matches in Group A and was eliminaitedyoal difference only by
the Italians. When the World Cup landed in Mexicd 986, Africa had officially
earned two places, which were (unsuccessfully)ndlyeAlgeria and Morocco.

Cameroon’s performance and Milla’s belly dance 990 most likely made a
huge impression upon Havelange because in 1994 r&weteg the African
continent three places. Cameroon, Morocco and Nigeere the lucky ones to
go to the World Cup, but only Nigeria’s Super Eagieade it past the group
phase. At the start of the 1998 World Cup, fivet(otithe 32) places were
reserved for African nations. It may well have bdedo Havelange’s last gift to
Africa before retiring after 24 years as presideEIFA. The national teams of
South Africa, Cameroon, Tunisia and Morocco alWwfleo France and returned
just two weeks later having failed to qualify féretsecond round. Nigeria was
again successful in the group phase but again alicsurvive the first round of
the knock-out phase.

At the World Cup in South Korea and Japan in 20®2negal became the
second African nation to reach the quarter finady to be eliminated by Turkey
(0-1). South Africa, Cameroon, Nigeria and Tunidid not perform very well.
By the start of the century, though, African fodthalayers were no longer
viewed as savages with no tactical skills; instehdy were seen as fierce op-
ponents, ready to beat any team at anytime.

Africa’s leg drain

Before 1990, African football players were viewesl a curiosity, completely

unpredictable and sometimes even a liability ineant. After 1990, African

football players were ‘hot’ — in the eyes of Eurapdootball agents. They were
fast, strong and, above all, cheap. And so the mewe of African players to the
West increased. By 1999, Bale (2004: 230) notager'@90 African professional
footballers were listed on the rosters of Europeaofessional clubs’. ‘Five

countries (Nigeria, Cameroon, Ghana, Morocco andofa) supply over half the
African “output”. Add four other nations (DemocratRepublic of the Congo,

Ivory Coast, Senegal and Algeria) and over 70 mart ©f those moving to

Europe are accounted for’ (Ibid.: 235).
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There is a way in which you can really see theed&ihicebeforeandafter this
‘magical’ year of 1990, namely by looking at theridan Footballer of the Year
award, which was first organized Byance Footballin 1970 and was taken over
by CAF in 1994 Before1990, the majority of the winners were employedtsy
major clubs in Africa. To be precise, 13 of theAftican Footballers of the Year
were playing on the African continent. Big nameseMdrahim Sunday (playing
for Asante Kotoko), Tarak Dhiab (Esperance Turid@ghmoud Al Khatib (Al-
Ahly) and, of course, the arrested goalkeeping le@d¢he Nations’ Cup in Mali,
Thomas Nkono (Canon de Yaoundé).

In the 1970s and 1980s, Cameroon topped the chtrtfiwe African Foot-
ballers of the Year. Three of them were playingtfa two major clubs in Came-
roon’s capital Yaoundé: Canon and Tonnerre. ltaigl $hat Canon de Yaounde
was ‘arguably the best African team in the late @9{Nkwi & Vidacs 1997:
126), having won the African CAF Champions Leagud 971, 1978 and 1980,
and the African Cup Winners’ Cup in 1979.

Roger Milla used to be Tonnerre de Yaoundé’s dtaregp. Between 1974 and
1977; he scored 69 goals in 87 official matchedlavand Tonnerre won the
African Cup Winners’ Cup in 1975 and made it to fimals in 1976 as well. In
the year | was born — 1976 — Milla won his firstrisan Footballer of the Year
award. The other two Cameroonians who were choseheabest African player
of the year — one of whom was Theophile Abega wlas wlmost as popular
among Cameroonians as Milla himself — were playimghe French national
league.

After 1990, howeverall the African Footballers of the Year were playing i
the European leagues. They were big players sucGhasaian Abedi Pele
(playing for Olympique Marseille, France), Liberi@eorge Weah (AC Milan,
Italy), Nigerian Nwankwo Kanu (Inter Milan, Italy &rsenal, England) and El
Hadji Diouf (Rennes, France & Liverpool, Englanddrh Senegal. Currently,
Michael Essien, Didier Drogba and Samuel Eto’o #re very best African
players in Europe. The Cameroonian striker Eto’bpws playing for FC Barce-
lona, even won the African Footballer of the Yeaned three times in a row.

Three things can be concluded from the precediatgstents. One is that
Europe seems to be draining Africa of its best @lay‘leading to a deskilling of
players in African leagues’ (Bale 2004: 238). This led to a so-called leg drain
— as opposed to a brain drain — with the best Afriplayers now playing in
profitable football leagues in Europe. In Africadtf, the leg drain has caused a
devaluation of the national football leagues in Wagious African countries. In
Cameroon, for instance, the two clubs — Canon anmthérre de Yaoundé — have
not made any impact in the CAF Champions Leagugesrs, most likely be-
cause the best Cameroonian players are playingletse.
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The second conclusion may be that players whodieesan the local African
leagues (excluding the North African region) noden have any chance of
making it to their respective national teams. Ptmmilla’s road to stardom,
national teams in Africa consisted mostly of playeho were playing in African
competitions. Even the Cameroonian national teaah ltleat Argentina in 1990
consisted of five players who were playing for lodabs in Yaoundé.

These days many African national teams are madefupayers who are
employed by clubs outside the African continentf tkde 311 players making up
the 16 national squads in the 2002 African NatiGhg' Bale (2004: 230)
argues, ‘193, or 62 per cent, were employed faiktin Europe. In the cases of
Cameroon, Nigeria and Senegal, every squad memé&idamiciled in Europe’.
However some say that African national teams aoditprg from the increased
skills of their European-based players.

The third conclusion may be that the old view ofriédns as instinctive
footballers who do not know what they are doing feaghe most part vanished.
Instead, some of the very best football playergumope are Africans and they
are playing for the biggest clubs in Europe: Baybtunich, AFC Ajax, AC
Milan, FC Barcelona, Chelsea and so on. These @dwe now become neces-
sary and sometimes even decisive factors withiim thepective teams.

Football experiences in Africa

Football is the most important sport in many of ®#3African countries. It is no
surprise that football is generally known hereles’King Sport’ or, in Frenche
Sport Rai In Cameroon, people say that ‘Christianity is fist religion, football
our second one’. Africa itself is the second latgesitinent on earth and is in-
habited by around 900 million people. The majoafythese people will surely
have watched their teams perform at the African GupNations and the World
Cup in 2006.

The African Cup of Nations is a kind of footballrbeneter that measures
which African nations are hot and which are noaditionally, West African and
North African nations have always dominated theidfast Cup. In 2006, in
Egypt, all the ‘power houses’ were there: Camerd@dnana, Nigeria and Sene-
gal, but also Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocieothe finals of the 2B edition
of the Cup, Egypt beat Ivory Coast after a pensiityot-out and won the tourna-
ment for a record fifth time. In terms of Cup wins,eCameroon and Ghana are
runners-up with four titles each. And the Natio@ip in Egypt showed the
strength of Ivory Coast’s upcoming national teamwell as the decline of South
Africa’s Bafana Bafana, who were eliminated in greup phase. This has shed
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serious doubts about the national team’s perforesrat the next World Cup
(‘Twenty-Ten’) on South Africa’s home soil.

But the 2006 African Cup of Nations appeared toohly a warming-up for
the biggest sporting event on earth: the World Qupecade ago, Kuper (1996:
108) wrote that in the World Cup

only the rich, stable African countries do well.eTeeven African nations that have reached
the World Cup since 1970 are Morocco, Zaire, Tanigilgeria, Egypt, Cameroon and
Nigeria. Of course, measured by African standavdl; Zaire — the one World Cup flop — is
a poor country. The spread of wealth in Africa elgamatches the spread of footballing suc-
cess.

There are always countries in Africa that are baorg apart by war or are
simply too poor to be able to have a national tgaariicipate in international
tournaments. This is why the majority of Africartinas never usually play any
role in the Nations’ Cup, the World Cup or the CBRampions League.

The 2006 World Cup in Germany, however, was a rnetakception. In the
last round of qualification in 2005, the big Africdootball nations were all
eliminated: Cameroon, Nigeria, Senegal, Egypt — &adth Africa as well.
Instead, three newcomers were given tickets toWmeld Cup: Ivory Coast,
Togo and Angola. These countries — instantly coitiesl new kids on the block’
— had been or were still suffering from civil war,were just very poor. The two
other tickets were taken by Tunisia and Ghana. DeEspcivil war going on in
Ivory Coast, the Elephants made an impressioneattbrld Cup but were un-
fortunate to have been allocated to the ‘Group efth’. Angola, too, did not get
far but nonetheless showed some football taleneanahmade it to the second
round where the Black Stars were defeated by Braaitisia went out quietly.

Most attention, however, was given to the Togoleisevks, whose maiden
World Cup appearance ended in extreme disappoiritaraong the five million
inhabitants of this West African country. Two preils plagued the national
team: a row over match bonuses and a disorganaeoinal football federation.
Apparently, Togolese star player Emmanuel Adebayat his team mates had
been promised a lot of money but had received ngthy the start of the World
Cup. They threatened to go on strike and high-rapkiogolese government
officials had to travel to Germany to resolve mattd8y the end of June 2006,
Togo had finished last in their group without anginds and without having
scored even a single goal. Players, coaches aimatsffrom the Togolese foot-
ball federation were still fighting amongst themesl until FIFA finally inter-
vened and paid the players out of Togo’s appeartageat the World Cup. The
row over the match bonuses and the refusal of Raxx&ssingbe — president of
the football federation and brother of the presid&@nTogo — to pay the money
he had promised beforehand, is typical of the sthtdfairs in African football.
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Even though some African countries are relativeth and good at football,
their football associations (FAs) and governmertsndt only seem to lack the
necessary funding, the officials also lack orgamreal skills and tend to inter-
fere with team affairs. And although it is difficub prove, many allegations of
corruption have been made against officials ofowegiAfrican football federa-
tions. As Kuper (1996: 109) stated,

Senegal is a rich nation and good in football, ilBIFA clean forgot to enter for the 1990

World Cup. ... Or take Nigeria, another rich coyntwith more than 100 million inhabitants,

where from time to time the government fires adl tfficials of the FA. This last happened a

couple of years ago, when the Nigerian kit manégrgot to take the team’s shorts along to
a home match against Burkina Faso.

Even in Cameroon, the national team suffers froterfarence by officials
from theFédération Camerounaise de Footb@ECAFOOT) or by the Minister
of Sports. Former coaches Artur Jorge and Winf8etafer both resigned when
the Minister of Sports not only became personatisolved in the team’s line-up
but also did not pay their salaries for months . e

In Cameroon, and Africa as a whole, officials tgkmver the coach’s job of
recruiting and selecting players for the natioman are more the rule than the
exception. This is mainly related to what we cé#libalism’, or the process by
which players from certain ethnic groups are faeduover others. For instance,
almost 90 per cent of the 1990 Cameroonian natitgaah consisted of players
from the Bassa. Even today, the majority of theomdable Lions belong to the
country’s economically and politically powerful eth groups, for instance the
Beti. Other groups, such as the Bamileke from thesMProvince, are under-
represented in the national team.

In the Cameroonian national team, and in othercafrinational teams as well,
one can easily see how football lends itself tdkhnic and nationalistic senti-
ments. Football is even an important vehicle faniga or maintaining political
power in Africa, as is the case in many other @aoethe world as well. Finan-
cial difficulties, a lack of organization and trlisan are also very visible in the
Cameroonian football leagues. We will see plentgxdmples in the chapters to
come, including cases of corruption, bribery andatism. Since many African
countries are to be found at the lower — negativené of the Corruption Per-
ception Index, one sees or hears of cases of priberurring in most African
football tournaments and competitions.

Last, but certainly not least, in tournaments sashthe African Cup of
Nations and the World Cup, one can see how thec#&irinational teams use
spiritual forces such as witchcraft, sorcery andgimao win their football
matches. The arrested Cameroonian goalkeeping caatite Nations’ Cup in
Mali in 2002 was just one example. Many people améroon told me that all
the national teams on the African continent emplgich doctors to ensure
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victory in the field. In fact, they say, officiafsom the football federations are
involved in finding, hiring and paying these witdbctors. At every match, there
can be as many as five to seven witch doctors wgrkor a team. They either
work from ‘home’ or are flown in to prepare therrea person.

During the World Cup too, African teams employ ‘itdoctors who ‘do’
match preparation. Sometimes a European team rssapected of using black
magic. When France won the World Cup in 1998, maagple in Africa thought
that the Africans in the team had employed witchtdis to win the final against
Brazil. Indeed, Ronaldo’s famous blackout in thesding room minutes before
the start of the match was allegedly the work oA&ican witch doctor.

Of course, most Westerners would immediately ask mdhAfrican team ever
won the World Cup if their magic is so successRdople in Cameroon believe
that European and Latin-American teams also usecmagwin their matches.
European teams such as Germany and England simaply imore modern and
stronger forms of magic at their disposal, whichratated to the view among
Africans that mind-boggling inventions such as cateps and planes are the
result of ‘white man’s witchcraft’. Brazil and Arggna are even seen as having
the most powerful forms of magic on the planet.

Most Westerners seem to regard witchcraft, soraed/ magic as superstition
at best and a ‘load of mumbo-jumbo’ at worst. Egeme Africans semuti or
juju, as magic is called in Southern and West Africpeetively, as proof of the
continent’s lack of modernity and a proliferatiohadl things traditional. They
say that match preparation gives Africa a bad nantkethat it only confirms the
old image of Africans as being ‘magical’ and ‘ircatal’.

Some Westerners and Africans alike also point & wiew that witchcratft,
sorcery and magic in football can lead to a fatialiattitude among footballers
who, after all, do not have to train anymore beeamsgic will ensure a team’s
victory on the field. However, most players in Caoun are well aware of the
fact that training sessions are more essential tt@mvitch doctor and his magic.
We will see later how witchcraft, sorcery and magemselves also function at a
psychological level, providing confidence and taamity.

The reason why some Westerners are so surprised kdsring about these
African practices may be because they receive mbshteir information from
journalists who report on the strange and bizaxaegses of witchcraft beliefs.
But | have never seen players urinating on thebl@btfield or eating monkey
meat, as some stories would have it. Of course,yntlaimgs happen but the
majority of the practices are far more subtle adhfpart of a complicated set of
ideas and practices that have been present inaAfac centuries and are still
very much alive in all aspects of contemporary @eriAt the end of the day,
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athletes from all over the world perform religiautsials, and everybody attaches

different labels to the practice:
Western observers may ridicule such “savagery” avtibnveniently forgetting that all
players and supporters practise their personafizeds of witchcraft as pre-match “super-
stitions”. Professional footballers are renownedsiach fatalistic practices as eating a parti-
cular pre-match lunch, being last onto the fieldt wearing their shirt until they reach the
field, sporting lucky socks, talking to or avoidisgecific team-mates, and shooting into (or
purposefully missing) an empty net in the pre-mateihm-up. Supporters are little different,
ritually availing themselves of their charmed aitidigesting their “lucky” football nourish-
ment and securing their favourite seat. (Giulidari®99: 20)

Research on football in Cameroon

This book is not about African football in genenalis about football in Came-
roon. However it may be worth noting that many loé issues discussed in the
previous paragraph — a lack of finance and orgé#pizatribalism, corruption and
spiritual forces — occur at various levels of fadtblocal, national and inter-
national. This book about local football in Cameroman, therefore, easily be
extrapolated to Cameroonian football including tiaional team and to other
African countries as well.

| have already explained how | came up with theidedoing research on the
occurrence of witchcraft, sorcery and magic, amathgr things, in football. The
answer as to why | performed this research is égsahple: it just sounded, and
still does, like a perfect anthropological reseguobject. | did not have to think
for a long time either about where to perform mgearch. Not only is Came-
roon, as we now know, one of the strongest Afrifotball nations, it is also a
place where beliefs in witchcraft, sorcery and rodgrive (although this could
also be said of other countries such as Niger@ahlana too).

One of the main reasons for choosing Cameroon, Yenvevas a very prac-
tical one. | had a contact in Buea, the town whestayed for five months.
Robert Akoko is a lecturer and researcher in Caltuknthropology at the
University of Buea and it was he who helped meggitied and provided the
atmosphere in which | could perform my research meaningful way.

Before | say something about the research methodghe population, I will
first provide a brief description of the researditiag. Cameroon lies on the
divide between West and Central Africa and borddigeria, Chad, the Central
African Republic, Congo, Gabon and Equatorial Gain&/ith an annual Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of around €30 billion, Canogr may be poor but it is
relatively wealthy compared to most Sub-Saharamit@ms. The average annual
income in Cameroon is approximately € 1,000 pesqer
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One should not be fooled by these statistics, heweyecause at least 50 per
cent of the Cameroonian population lives off lds=ntUS$2 a day. In the town
of Buea where | conducted my research, many pesgte very poor. Having a
bathroom, running water or even electricity insithe’s house or compound was
a luxury that many did not possess. There was, hemwan abundance of food
and most people seemed to cope reasonably wellpwitarty.

In Cameroon and at least a dozen other West anttaCérican countries as
well, the currency is th€ommunaute Financiere Africairfeanc (CFA franc or
FCFA). €1 is equal to FCFA 655.

When travelling through the country, one might khithat Cameroon is a
relatively peaceful country. On closer inspectithrgugh, it can also be seen as a
police state, which has been governed by the cupmsident, Paul Biya, for a
quarter of a century. Democracy is a rather emptycept in Cameroon as the
president and his party usually win elections vath astounding majority. The
press enjoys relative freedom, that is if you aoé wariting critically about the
people in power. Corruption abounds and is visiblall aspects of life.

Buea itself is a relatively small town in the SoMtest Province. This town —
pronouncedBoy-ya— is located in one of the wettest areas of thentrty, and
even of Africa. While its close vicinity to the eajor results in a tropical climate
in most parts of Cameroon, Buea is relatively cedh average temperatures
around 20 to 25 degrees Celsius. This is due tpriagence of Mount Cameroon,
one of the highest mountains in Africa. Howevecah be extremely hot, even in
Buea.

In Buea, and Cameroon in general, there is a regagon from April to Octo-
ber and a dry season from November to March. Thhen part of the country
is generally hotter and drier than the other panigh average temperatures
around 35 to 40 degrees Celsius. On the other hhadsouthern part has rela-
tively high rainfall throughout the year and com$teemperatures of around 25
degrees Celsius.

An important aspect of my research was the locatioBuea, namely in the
western part of the country. The South West andiN@éfest Provinces together
constitute the Anglophone zone of Cameroon. Thero#ght provinces are
officially known as the Francophone zone. Asidarfrenglish and French, the
approximately 17 million Cameroonians speak numetouaal languages, which
can be divided into at least 24 major language gsoiln and around Buea, most
people speak Pidgin English, which is English battquite.

Cameroonians can also be divided into around 2BGiegroups. At least 40
per cent of the population have so-called indigenbaliefs, 40 per cent are
Christian and 20 per cent are Muslim. In realityere is a great deal of syn-
cretism between indigenous beliefs and Christiaartg Islam and belief in one
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does not exclude belief in the other. However,dlee clear boundaries between
the Christian South and the Muslim North.

| conducted my research in Buea with two clubs fitts¢-division team Olym-
pique de Buea and the second-division team Buea&.Bgpined both teams in
training sessions for at least the first three msrand | went to see every foot-
ball match | could in Buea, Limbe and sometimes &auA few times | was
allowed to travel with the players in the bus toagwnatches. For instance, |
joined the Olympique de Buea players when they vgeiag to Yaoundé for a
match against the big team Canon de Yaoundé, aaddawn called Mbouda for
a match against Bamboutos.

Besides this method of participant observationpriduicted many interviews
with footballers, team managers, a witch doctor atiers. In short, my research
was of a qualitative nature. This is also the ma&son why | did not choose
Cameroon’s national team as the focus of my atianti wanted to be among
football players for several consecutive monthsictviwould surely have been
impossible had | chosen the Indomitable Lions. Thely get together once in a
while to practise for an international match, pikayand then leave again for their
respective European cities or elsewhere. It woldd have been extremely dif-
ficult to get close to players such as Eto’o ord®igrt Song, and the coach or a
FECAFOOT official would not have allowed it in angse.

In Buea, | was able to be part of the teams falatively long period of time.
The football players were my primary research papah, the two clubs —
Olympique de Buea and Buea Boys - the main focumyfattention. Before |
left for Cameroon, | had thought that it would btaMto get close to at least a
couple of football players if | wanted to get som&rmation on the topics of
witchcraft, sorcery and magic. Indeed, it turned that most people in Buea
regarded these spiritual forces as some sort ata#frsecret, which they were
not supposed or willing to share with a white giiyvas only after a few months
in the field, when my friendship with the footballayers Essomba and Ashu
started to develop that | heard my first storiesnaitch preparation in the local
competition.

Since | (rightly) had the impression that my reshatopic was not easy to
investigate and since | wanted to know more abcain€roonian football in
general anyway, | decided not to include the wavitshcraft, sorcery or magic
in the research question. Instead, | kept the whoéstion somewhat vague. This
allowed me more room to manoeuvre, although | baaktcareful not to lose my
broad research focus.

The research question implicitly relates to themgoal of football and to the
reason why people employ witch doctors, engageilyalism or bribe referees,
among other things. The question therefore goésllasvs:
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How do teams in Cameroon try to win football magthe

Some sub-questions were:

What is the role of the club and its executives?

What are the roles of football players, coacheppsuters and officials?
What is the role of ethnicity or tribalism?

What are the roles of corruption and bribery?

What are the roles of witchcraft, sorcery and m&gic

These are all very descriptive questions, which tedlescriptive answers. Of
course, | did include anthropological work by othém my book. However, |
found that research on football in Africa has yebe fully developed. There are
a couple of anthropological books about footbalj@meral and football in Africa
in particular. Two of them are collections of dg&and both are edited by Arm-
strong & Giulianotti:Entering the Field(1997) andFootball in Africa (2004).
Both volumes include articles written by Bea Vidae#io has done extensive
research on football in Cameroon, mostly with redgartopics such as ethnicity
and politics. Earlier, in 1974, Clignet & Stark fished an article about football
in Cameroon, which | quote in places in the book.

Surprisingly, only in one of the volumes mentioredzbve does one find an
article about witchcraft, sorcery and magic in gém football, namely by Leseth,
who has written about witchcraft in Tanzanian faditblt seems that anthropo-
logical research on this topic is scarce. | mengmotch (1961), Leseth (1997)
and Royer (2002) in some parts of this book. Intnesases though, | had to rely
on my own research and the data | collected in BBe#& again, this book is
mostly a descriptive work, not an analytical one.

| gathered information from several people in Bueplayers, coaches, team
managers, club executives, supporters, a witchodaahd employees of the
provincial branch of FECAFOOT. All this informatias presented in this book.
However, | only introduce a few of my informantstive story. There are the two
football players, Essomba and Ashu, with whom ératted the most. In fact,
Ashu even stayed at my place for a few monthseaetid of my research period.
These two players definitely provided the bulk loé information in this book.
They are both Anglophone players and | have to exrsigh that this research will
probably reflect the Anglophone perspective on Gamaian football more than
it will the Francophone angle.

Zé is a third person who features in the story.idHa witch doctor from the
coastal town of Limbe. However, | stop referringoople who prepare magic as
witch doctors, as this is a rather negative termZ@'s profession. He himself
asked me to label him as a spiritual adviser, s ith what | do. | had many
conversations with this spiritual adviser, bothBimea and in Limbe. | stayed in
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his house for a few weekends and he explained nraeyesting things to me
about the uses of witchcraft, sorcery and magi€ameroonian football.

Finally, there is Kalla, the team manager of Olygua de Buea. He may play
a somewhat smaller role in the story but he praviee with a lot of information
nonetheless. He was actually the one who shared semy sensitive information
with me, particularly about how Olympique de Buess lused corruption and
bribery in trying to win (some of) their matchesheThames Essomba, Ashu, Zé
and Kalla from Olympique de Buea and Buea Boysfiatitious for reasons of
privacy.

The book consists of seven chapters that corresmifie seven days of the
week. During this week, Olympique de Buea is prygior a match on Sunday.
Each chapter, and therefore each day of the weealevoted to one theme. For
instance, on ‘Monday’ | say something about thded&ént football leagues in
Cameroon and which clubs have proved to be domioget the years. ‘Tues-
day’ deals with expenditures, club sponsorship #redrole of the African big
man. ‘Wednesday’ discusses tribalism — based ometroups and language —
in the football leagues and within the teams. OhufBday’, various aspects of
corruption, bribery and nepotism are explainedhvathin the league and within
the clubs and teams themselves. Next, on ‘Fridaglaborate on the spiritual
forces in football, particularly witchcraft and sery within the clubs and teams
and, on ‘Saturday’ | focus on match preparationhi football leagues and the
role of spiritual advisers. Finally, ‘Sunday’ is tola day, and this is where | dis-
cuss a match between Olympique de Buea and Bansdetd/Ibouda and con-
sider the role of the ancestors, supporters amiee$ during football matches.

The story takes place in 2003, the year | did nsgaech in Buea.
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The expression on their faces says enough. Theeqgdagre about to start a
training session but they do not seem to be jumpuity joy about playing
football. On the contrary, they are really angryl @o not even take the trouble
to hide their frustration from the assistant coaclaed the supporters who,
evidently, feel exactly the same way. But one ngahsolutely infuriated with
the team and this happens to be the man who hamé¢laes to do something
about it. And that is exactly what he did today.

| heard it on the radio this morning. Breaking newke club president has
suspended the team manager, the team doctor artedéitecoach as a result of
yesterday’s dramatic loss to one of the team’s maals. Anyone who saw the
match could not have been surprised by this newl; @inutes after the match,
which ended 0-1 to the visitors, the club presidealked onto the field towards
his coach, slapped him in the face, and then heftdtadium with a couple of
bodyguards by his side.

It was not only yesterday’s match that had leddin®’s president to suspend
his staff. It had something to do with last weelkiatch as well, and the match
before that one, and the match before that. Fivgsidn team Olympique de
Buea has lost six matches in a row. They have tedhtd eleventh place in the
league table this season, which is a personaltineuthe president who has
invested so much in his club and has such ambigoass for it.

On top of losing so many matches, and perhaps tstwhing of all for
Olympique de Buea, is being beaten by rivals PWDnh&zda. This is just in-
excusable.
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Derby at the Molyko Stadium

It is early Sunday morning and there are no inthoat whatsoever that today
will not be a good day. It is already hot, mayberew bit too hot. But then again,
we are in the middle of the dry season when tentpexs can easily rise to well
over 30 degrees Celsius. The morning fog has gtéoteetreat to nearby Mount
Cameroon. The sky is clear and a soft wind is bhovthrough town.

Some people in Buea had advised me to come tadkdaim a little bit early.
And when | walk towards the football stadium arouwd o’clock, Buea’s main
road is already jammed with cars and buses. Thaseand buses, in turn, are
packed with enthusiastic supporters, some of whawe found themselves a
‘seat’ in open boots or on top of the buses.

Hundreds of people are walking up the main roathesof them drinking,
some of them talking to girls, but all of them dissing the upcoming match.
Today, Olympique de Buea (South West Province)layipg PWD Bamenda
(North West Province). It is a derby between twanme from Cameroon’s so-
called Anglophone zone. Derbies like this attrbcusands of spectators from all
over the province.

| have arrived at the Omnisport Stadium, whichnighe middle of a neigh-
bourhood called Molyko and most people therefoferreo the stadium as the
Molyko Stadium. Looking at this structure is actyahocking when one realizes
that Cameroon is one of the biggest African fodibglnations of all times:
Molyko Stadium is only a stadium if you are williig consider a brick wall
around a football field as such. | have read sonegevthat this place can host up
to 8,000 spectators.

Some of the supporters quickly pointed out that @awon hosts only three
major stadiums: in Yaoundé (with a capacity up @0B0 spectators), Douala
(40,000 spectators) and Garoua (35,000 spectatblgse are the stadiums
where the national team plays its internationalliGoation matches for the
African Cup of Nations or the World Cup. All thehet stadiums look very
similar to the one here in Buea, with capacitiasgiag from 2,000 to 10,000
spectators.

There is a gate of solid steel inside the bricklw@&lpporters are clustering
around a couple of holes on both sides of the gatruy tickets for the match.
The scenes in front of the stadium are absoluteotic. One of the Olympique
de Buea players, who is not playing today becadsejary, takes me by the
hand towards the entrance to the stadium. It isdgehby a couple of soldiers.
‘He’s the new coach,’ the player says, while paoigtat me. The soldiers glance
at me for a minute, then look at each other analfirlet me through. ‘I thought
he was a new player,’ | hear one of the soldieysngato his colleague. A little
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while later, when the player and | have reachedsttie of the field, we are still
laughing. It is not the first time we have pulldflastunt like this.

Suddenly, the player pushes me and some othernaesta aside. A bus is
driving dangerously through the main gate into stedium. The bus throws up
huge dust clouds that block our view from the fidtds the official bus of the
opposing team. The players of PWD Bamenda arengettif the bus and are
slowly walking onto the field. Despite the interiseat, none of these players
leaves the field for the next hour although theuwlddhave rested in one of the
dressing rooms that are reserved for the visiteagt The Olympique de Buea
players, on the other hand, are relaxing in the#ssing room. When they come
out some time later, we are ready for the footivatch.

There is only one wooden stand in the stadium &ng almost collapsing
under the weight of hundreds of supporters whojuareing up and down. The
rest of the supporters are standing behind a fératesurrounds the entire field.
The fence itself is full of holes.

The referee blows his whistle to start the matcheWever a PWD Bamenda
player is in possession of the ball, he is chebsethe many supporters on the
sideline. It is funny how the majority of the supigos in the stadium seem to be
supporting the visiting team.

The match is very close and neither team has aflathances. But then,
somewhere in the second half, one of the PWD Bam@talyers escapes from
his opponent and scores the match’s first and gobl. The ground is literally
shaking. Thousands of people are clapping, screpama shouting. Before the
referee can resume the match, | see hundreds pbgeps running away from a
particular area on the far side of the stadium. &ofithe supporters are being hit
on the head by rocks thrown by other supporterevAsupporters are bleeding
heavily and need urgent medical treatment.

The referee continues the match. And then it ig.o@éympique de Buea has
been defeated. The player and | are already walduigof the stadium, when |
see the club’s president walk onto the field towafte coach.

One week from now, the local sports magazgiebal Footballwill print an
article entitled L’arene des violencé¢ The stadium of violence’) which will be
complemented with several pictures of seriouslyedhleg spectators. By that
time, officials from the Cameroonian football feaggon FECAFOOT were de-
ciding whether they should penalize Olympique ded@dor crowd trouble or
shut the stadium down for a while. They did neither
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Playing football in Buea

The Olympique de Buea players finally start perfimgnsome simple exercises,
although they do not seem to be happy with the Isiiuation. Due to the
absence of a head coach, the players limit themsdty stretching, jogging and
running around the field. The players of this fastision team are known as the
‘Lava Boys’ because of the nearby presence of Mdlatneroon, the tallest
mountain in West Africa with its peak at 4,095 mastrThe mountain — known as
Mt Fako in local terminology — is an active volcathat has already erupted six
times over the last century. The last eruption tptdce in 1999 and traces of
lava flows are still visible on the ocean side rigarbe.

Buea, the capital of the South West Province, hadad number of approxi-
mately 40,000 inhabitants. Some people in Bueaitalllarge village; others
think of it more as a small town. | heard thatmiecadds up all the inhabitants of
the surrounding neighbourhoods, the total numbereobple living in the area on
this side of the mountain is around 150,000. Bts=ficonsists of one main road
that stretches for miles on end, with ditches othIsides. One will know why
these ditches are there when the rainy seasos.start

On one side of Buea lies the campus of the onlyl@pigone university in
Cameroon, namely the University of Buea. Some ef @ympique de Buea
footballers make use of the road on the campup@ming and running. There is
also a student football team that trains on a dgiakson campus. The university
lies in the Molyko area which, as a result, isefill with student houses and
Internet cafés, and there are always studentssettiool books under their arms
walking up and down the road.

On the other side of Buea, there is a neighbourtcadiéd the Government
Residential Area (GRA) where, as the name impbeg, will find the provincial
government offices. In between the Molyko area #wedGRA area, one will find
two neighbourhoods called Small Soppo and Greap&owhere there is a pro-
vincial hospital and a large, popular marketplace.

Buea's football heart, though, is definitely theamaround the stadium in the
Molyko quarter. This neighbourhood is surprisingi}l of bars, small eating
spots and a few restaurants. There are no niglstdlulthis part of town. For
drinking and dancing, one should consider goingowpt In the Molyko area
itself, there is a well-known hotel called the Faoaint Hotel, where players
sometimes watch football matches or just havergkdrutside on the terrace.

Two or three houses further up, there is a bar witvery small pool table
outside that attracts numerous young people. Onemyf football friends,
Essomba, lives close to this bar. Across the usityecampus, there is a large
and reasonably expensive bar where one has a dwotte in meeting up with
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the team captain of Olympique de Buea. It is omyare occasions that he is not
in his favourite bar. If one really wants to medobtof first and second-division
players, one should look out for a small eatingglaot far from the stadium. On
first inspection, it looks very much like a beadhr bvith its round bar, a tele-
vision set and friendly staff serving lots of dr&akhe players come here to have
breakfast, lunch and dinner, to discuss footbalhwheir colleagues and to watch
Nigerian movies till late into the night.

Most players also live close to Molyko Stadium. Bome reason, there are
always three, four or five players living in thev@acompound. The compounds,
in turn, are scattered around the area. | mysadfii a (student) compound down
at a crossing called Malingo Junction, which isrrtba university campus. From
there, | can reach most of the players’ house®ohih ten minutes.

All in all, however, Buea is not really a livelyibvant place. Most players, at
one time or another, have complained that they thisatmosphere in the towns
of their former clubs — such as Bafoussam, Bamebdaiala, Garoua or Ya-
oundé — and say that they were quite bored heBei@a.

To continue with the story, Olympique de Buea i8a only first division
team. The club was formed back in 1999 and thateséka really, really young
team when one considers the history of footbaCameroon. It all started in the
city of Douala, a massive urban area an hour’'sidarfrom Buea.

Cameroon’s introduction to football

It was in Douala that Cameroonians first came totoontact with football at the
beginning of the twentieth century. Douala is Caoeis largest city with more
than 1.5 million inhabitants (some say over twolionl) and it is also the centre
of economic activity. The major reason for Doualat®nomic dominance is the
presence of a harbour which spreads out over daystOne can actually see the
bay when standing somewhere in Buea Town, the upioavt of Buea that lies
on the lower slopes of the mountain.

The international diffusion of football into Westfriska came alongside its
colonization by the major European powers, paridulFrance and the United
Kingdom. From 1884 onwards, Cameroon was a Germokmyg called Kamerun
but after Germany’s defeat in World War |, the acégresent-day Cameroon
became a League of Nations Mandate under Britishrimst of all French rule.
‘We can see how various contemporary sports evolkad very misty, ancient
roots and how others were disseminated from Eurppmarily from England
since it was the centre of the most extensive ¢al@mpire and had by far the
largest commercial sea trade in the late 1800sartying sports via ships’ crews
throughout the world’ (Wagner 1989: 5).
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It was the French though, not the British, whoadtrced football to Came-
roonians in the 1920s. As Bairner (2001: 13) poous ‘ironically, association
football ... has arguably spread more rapidly andhwiteater success in coun-
tries which were not part of the British Empirenha those that were’.

At first, the European colonizers did not play toat anywhere else but in the
larger urban settlements, particularly Douala, #rel country did not have an
official football league in the 1920s. As ClignetS&ark point out in their article
‘Modernisation and Football in Cameroun’ (1974: }110uring the 1920s, the
only public contests to be officially sanctionedrevé¢hose against merchant or
naval vessels visiting Cameroun — for example, tfagch on 23 March 1929
between the European “Sporting Club” of Douala #dredteam from the French
cruiserDuquesne

In the whole of Africa, and Cameroon as well, itsathe ‘teachers and mis-
sionaries, soldiers, and colonial settlers [whofjevhe most prominent practi-
tioners’ (Armstrong & Giulianotti 2004: 8-9). In geral, the Europeans did not
allow the ‘natives’, as they called Africans at ttime, to participate in their
sports because they thought that there had torne sort of segregation between
Westerners and the local population. This reluaandet Africans participate in
football falls under the colonial idea that ‘fre@napetition is only allowed when
the outcome systematically confirms the pre-emiresfahe colonisers’ (Clignet
& Stark 1974: 410). ‘As elsewhere in Africa, andtlre colonial world in gene-
ral, the colonizers attempted to exclude the “restifrom playing against them,
and thus several early clubs had a European arithdigenous” team’ (Vidacs
2000: 104).

Clignet & Stark (1974) provide us with the exampleEtoile Sportive de
Yaoundé, which had a European team and an Afrieamtwith players who
were mostly expatriates. ‘Thus, on 11 November 198en celebrations were
organised to welcome the crew of a French submaoite stationed in the port
of Douala, two white teams first played each othed it was only thereafter that
Africans took possession of the field’ (Ibid.: 410)

The above situation changed during World War Il whest Europeans colo-
nizers turned their attention to more prestigiopsrts such as tennis and sailing
(Ibid.: 411). Eventually it came to the point tlthie isolation of Europeans from
the metropolis and their declining numbers madeegsdion both unpractical
and politically dangerous’ (Ibid.: 411).

From then on, it was mostly the Cameroonians thexasavho were involved
in football. Cameroonians have since incorporated modified this new and
modern sport into their own culture and societyhéTimposition of sports of
Western origin on non-Western peoples was cleaty @f the history of coloni-
zation and spread of Empire in the 19th and 20titucees ... Yet it is abun-



Monday 23

dantly clear that colonized peoples adapted thekmial forms of sport to suit
local aesthetics and conditions’ (Carter 2002: 413)

Carter gives us the well-known example of how teegles on the Trobriand
Islands changed the game of cricket to fit theinadeas. Leach’s documentary
shows that their new way of playing cricket was saphisticated activity,
thoughtfully and creatively adapted by local peofie local understandings
about the world’ (Ibid.: 413). We will see how Cammenians did a similar thing
with football, with the exception that they did rattange the official rules of the
game.

Ever since its introduction in the 1920s, footdads been the number one
sport in Cameroon. There’s no other sport that ®ewen close to being as
popular. When the national team plays, the str@etempty and the bars are full
of people. Even the local football league, mostvhbse matches are not broad-
cast on television, is a favourite subject of dsstan.

Who is dominating football?

According to Nkwi & Vidacs (1997: 124), the firstdtball clubs were set up in
Douala and Yaoundé in the 1930s and 1940s. Botbscdre located in the
Francophone part of the country.

After Germany'’s loss oKamerun the French ruled most of the territory now
known as Cameroon, whereas the British had toes#itl a small strip in the
western part which, so it seemed, belonged mor@titish) Nigeria than to
(present-day) Cameroon. Football in British Westm€eoon and French East
Cameroun actually developed in a different manwéz. will hear more about it
in the next chapter. For now, it is important taliz that the ‘double’ coloniza-
tion had an impact on the structure of the locatlall league.

The first football league consisted of two sepaampetitions. Clubs in so-
called West Cameroon played in one competition)emtiubs in East Cameroun
played in another. The clubs from both sides ofdbentry only played against
each other in the tournament called the Cup of Caome The two separate com-
petitions were still going in the first few yearféea Cameroon’s independence in
1960 and the West and East only joined up in May2l9welve years after
independence. Until then, Cameroon even had twaragp national teams, for
which only players from either the West or the Eaatt of the country were
selected.

The official national football league started in609 a year after FECAFOOT
was set up and two years before the Camerooniathdlbassociation joined
FIFA. The first-division league in Cameroon wada@lDivision One (D1) or, in
French, theChampionnat de Premiére Divisionn its first year, 11 clubs
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participated in the D1 competition. Three clubsevbased in Douala (Caiman,
Vent Lolanne, and Oryx), three teams came from YidéyUnion, Diamant, and
Dragon), one from Nkongsamba and the other foumseaere also from the
country’s Francophone region.

The city of Douala was completely and utterly doamnin the first decade of
D1 competition. Ten football seasons passed anel climmpionships went to a
club based in the country’s economic capital. Odgx Douala truly was the
number one football club at that time, winning sibes (1960, 1961, 1963, 1964,
1965, 1966) and almost all of them in consecutiwary. Three other champion-
ships were won by Caiman de Douala (1962, 1968)Uamidn de Douala (1969).
Diamant de Yaoundé, the representative from théigadl capital, won the D1
competition in 1966.

The year 1970 was a turning point when Canon deu@® managed to win
the national first-division league. The dominandeclobs from Douala slowly
but surely faded in favour of the main club fromodadé. In the 1970s, Canon
de Yaoundé took home the championship trophy fioueg (in 1970, 1974, 1977
and 1979). The other six titles went, of courselts in Douala but, in addition
to Canon’s march to the top, there was anotheemdifice between the two
decades. Oryx de Douala, for instance, completsgpeared from the cham-
pionship list and was ‘replaced’ by two other cldlbmm the harbour city: Léo-
pards de Douala (1972, 1973) and Union de Dou&@g§,11978).

In the 1980s, the power in football completely s&dfin favour of two clubs
from the capital: Canon de Yaoundé and Tonnerr¥atndé. Canon won the
national league four times (in 1980, 1982, 1985 H986), Tonnerre de Yaoundé
even five times (1981, 1983, 1984, 1987 and 1988he of the clubs in Douala
was able to put up a meaningful fight against ¥he giants from the capital. The
main difference between Douala and Yaoundé turnedtm be that only two
clubs dominated in Yaoundé, while Douala was flilbm clubs struggling to
win the championship.

The overall dominance of Douala and Yaoundé wasv&whelming in the
first three decades of the D1 competition that dalg clubs from other places
managed to win the championship in this period, elgmigle de Nkongsamba
(1971) and Racing de Bafoussam (1989). The othaha@pionship titles were
evenly divided between clubs from Douala and Yaeéufid each).

It is not surprising though that clubs from thea® tities were always win-
ning the D1 competition. First of all, Douala andovindé are inhabited by the
dominant ethnic groups in the country, namely tlas$a and the Beti. Second,
the Littoral Province (Douala) and the Centre Pmogi (Yaoundé) were major
urban areas at a time when the rest of the cowtitiyconsisted of mostly rural
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Table 1 List of champions of the D1 competition

Year Football club Province
2006 Coton Sport de Garoua North
2005 Coton Sport de Garoua North
2004 Coton Sport de Garoua North
2003 Coton Sport de Garoua North
2002 Canon de Yaoundé Centre
2001 Coton Sport de Garoua North
2000 Fovu de Baham West
1999 Sable de Batie West
1998 Coton Sport de Garoua North
1997 Coton Sport de Garoua North
1996 Unisport de Bafang West
1995 Racing de Bafoussam West
1994 Aigle de Nkongsamba Littoral
1993 Racing de Bafoussam West
1992 Racing de Bafoussam West
1991 Canon de Yaoundé Centre
1990 Union de Douala Littoral
1989 Racing de Bafoussam West
1988 Tonnerre de Yaoundé Centre
1987 Tonnerre de Yaoundé Centre
1986 Canon de Yaoundé Centre
1985 Canon de Yaoundé Centre
1984 Tonnerre de Yaoundé Centre
1983 Tonnerre de Yaoundé Centre
1982 Canon de Yaoundé Centre
1981 Tonnerre de Yaoundé Centre
1980 Canon de Yaoundé Centre
1979 Canon de Yaoundé Centre
1978 Union de Douala Littoral
1977 Canon de Yaoundé Centre
1976 Union de Douala Littoral
1975 Caiman de Douala Littoral
1974 Canon de Yaoundé Centre
1973 Léopards de Douala Littoral
1972 Léopards de Douala Littoral
1971 Aigle de Nkongsamba Littoral
1970 Canon de Yaoundé Centre
1969 Union de Douala Littoral
1968 Caiman de Douala Littoral
1967 Oryx de Douala Littoral
1966 Diamant Yaoundé Centre
1965 Oryx de Douala Littoral
1964 Oryx de Douala Littoral
1963 Oryx de Douala Littoral
1962 Caiman de Douala Littoral
1961 Oryx de Douala Littoral
1960 Oryx de Douala Littoral

Source:.www.fecafootonline.com
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areas. It is in these two regions that football st developed and where the
majority of football clubs can still be found today

However, something changed in the 1990s. The y289 Hefinitely was the
focal point of a shift in power from Douala and Yiadé to several other areas in
the country, particularly the West Province. In 998s we know, Racing de
Bafoussam won the national championship. It is @ighe oldest clubs from the
West Province, a region that is inhabited by thenBzke people. Over the last
two decades, the Bamileke have risen remarkablgconomic and political
power.

In the 1990s, five winners of the national leaguerevclubs from the West
Province, namely Racing de Bafoussam (1992, 199B 1895), Unisport de
Bafang (1996) and Sable de Batie (1999). Aigle d@rigsamba won the D1
competition in 1994. Union de Douala and Canon deindé may have won the
title in 1990 and 1991 respectively but both regidrave definitely lost their
monopoly over football in the country.

Traditionally, Douala and Yaoundé are the citiest ttheliver between four to
Six teams each season, although in 1994 there smereeams from the West
Province participating in the D1 competition. Themwerical dominance of clubs
from the Bamileke region in the national leaguetowres to the present day.

Somewhere in the 1990s, yet another club and regiade its appearance on
the football scene. Coton Sport de Garoua, a clutm the North Province, won
the national championship in 1997 and 1998 andshva=e been an undisputed
powerhouse in football. Sponsored by a succesgtitwdtural company, the
club’s dominance after 2000 is even more impressiaa that of the clubs from
Yaoundé in the 1980s. Coton Sport won the leagu#001 and also took home
the title in 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006. GranteduFie Baham (West Province)
won the league in 2000 and Canon de Yaoundé cagiedtaongly in 2002 to
win the title, but it is only fair to say that Cot&port de Garoua is the best club
in Cameroon these days.

Division two and the (mini-)interpools

In contrast to the D1 competition which is a nagioleague, there is another
football competition called, not surprisingly, tisecond division or Division
Two. Between 1960 and 1973, the second division alss a competition at a
national level with second-division teams from @#er the country competing
against one another. In 1974, however, the seconsiah officially became a
provincial league. There are ten second-divisiagles in Cameroon since there
are ten provinces in the country. Traditionallye thttoral Province, the Centre
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Province, the West Province and the South WestiRtevare the strongest
second-division leagues in the country.

Teams from the same province are divided into twmore football pools in
which they play a home and an away match agaiesother teams in the same
pool. The size of each pool and the total numbgyomis depend on the number
of teams in the respective province. The teamsehdtup at the bottom of their
pool will be relegated to the third and lowest dion and are replaced by the
best teams from the third division. The secondsiovi teams that emerge at the
top of their pools will go on to play the so-callehi-interpools.

The mini-interpool tournament is definitely the mpspular provincial foot-
ball tournament in Cameroon. In the South West iAo®y for instance, the mini-
interpools are held somewhere in the middle ofrégular football season and
usually take place in two of the following townsud®, Limbe, Tiko or Kumba.
For a period of two weeks, these towns are theb&dbtentres in the province,
attracting thousands of spectators from variousgda The reason is that the
second-division teams, if they manage to win thalfmatch of the tournament,
can collect a precious ticket to the national ipb@is.

The national interpools are usually held somewlbetveen September and
November. The interpools are an extremely popwean-week tournament,
perhaps almost as popular as the final of the G@ameroon (see below). Here,
the winners of the mini-interpools in the ten prmas are divided into two pools
of five (or more) teams. Until 2002, the four ‘bigrovinces mentioned above
were allowed to send two teams each but from 2008aads, each of the ten
provinces can only send one team to the natiotalpnols.

The interpools are a very tense period for thei@pdting teams. For one
thing, they only play about four matches in totaloighout the entire tourna-
ment. Each and every match is therefore vital, @aflg since the only objective
is to end up at the top of the pool. A draw in thierpools is actually almost
equal to losing the match. We will see how the mdedivision Buea Boys,
having reached the national interpools at leasttioes, has never been success-
ful in the tournament.

Some things have changed in the setup of the ratioterpools since the
1990s. Most importantly, the interpools are no Emglways held in Douala and
Yaoundé, as was the case for many years on eridathghe interpools now take
place in the capitals of two different provinceslegear. In 2001, for instance,
they were held in Bertoua (East Province) and Ngdéré (Adamawa). In 2002,
the interpools returned to Douala and Yaoundérm@003 the hosts were Douala
and Garoua (North Province).

In the end, there is an obvious relationship betwtte D1 and D2 compe-
tition. The teams at the bottom of the nationaylesawill relegate to the second



28 Monday

division at the end of the season. Likewise, tlan® that emerge as winners at
the end of the interpools will move up to the mprestigious D1 competition in
Cameroon. Nowadays, the link is even more evidénée worst teams from the
national league and the best teams from the presineill meet face to face
during the interpools. The sole purpose is a titkethe national first-division
league.

The Cup of Cameroon

Alongside the first, second and third-division leag, there is another compe-
tition which runs parallel to the leagues mentioabdve. The Cup of Cameroon
is a knock-out competition for clubs in the firsecond and third divisions. For
second and third-division teams, the competitioa imieans by which they can
not only play against the big Cameroonian teamshmit can also play matches
in front of huge crowds, thereby collecting a lbthoney from gate fees.

At the start of the season, it is the teams from tthird division that battle
against their bigger colleagues from the secondsidv. The clubs from the
national (D1) league only start playing at a latge of the competition. It hap-
pens regularly that teams from the lower divisiorenage to beat one or several
big clubs from the national league. From the quditeals onwards, however,
teams have to play two matches, at home and awvagw becomes increasingly
difficult for the second-division teams (the thud4dsion teams have most likely
all been defeated by this stage) to stay into tmepetition.

The semi-finals and especially the final of the GipCameroon are presti-
gious matches for the clubs. The final is even ¢bantry’s biggest sporting
event of the year. Traditionally, it takes placehet Ahmadou Ahidjo Stadium in
Yaoundé. The match is watched by more than 50,p@@tators including the
president of Cameroon, who is responsible for deitgng the date of each
year’s final. The winner of the Cup of Cameroonogsjalmost as much respect
as the winner of the national championship.

The history of the Cup of Cameroon is easily coraplr to that of the
national D1 competition. The Cup of Cameroon stattack in 1960 and the
competition has also been completely dominated Ibojpscfrom Douala and
Yaoundé. Indeed, the first three decades of the @upameroon delivered 28
cup-final winners from either Douala (10 times)Y@oundé (18 times), just like
the D1 competition. Only once did a club from Yahd®ihep Nkam, 1984) and
one from Banganté (Panthere Sportive, 1988) bromgenthe Cup.

Between 1960 and 1989, Union de Douala won the fGuptimes, Oryx de
Douala three times, Dynamo de Douala two times, Grajon de Douala one
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Table 2 List of Cup of Cameroon finals since 1960

Year Final (score) Winner (province)
2006 Union de Douala — Fovu de Baham (1-0) Uniobdeala (Littoral)
2005 Imp6ts FC Yaoundé — Unisport de Bafang (1-0) mpdts FC Yaoundé (Centre)
2004 Coton Sport de Garoua — Union de Douala (1-OCoton Sport de Garoua (North)
2003 Coton Sport de Garoua — Sable de Batie (2-1) otorCSport de Garoua (North)
2002 Olympique de Buea — Sable de Batie (2-1) Olgogde Buea (South
West)
2001 Fovu de Baham — Cintra Yaoundé (3-2) Fovu aleaBh (West)
2000 Kumbo Strikers — Unisport de Bafang (1-0) KonStrikers (North West)
1999 Canon de Yaoundé — Coton Sport de Garoua (2=Bnon de Yaoundé (Centre)
1998 Dynamo de Douala — Canon de Yaoundé (1-0) mDgrde Douala (Littoral)
1997 Union de Douala — Port de Douala (2-1) UnierDduala (Littoral)
1996 Racing de Bafoussam — Stade Bandjoun (1-0) inde Bafoussam (West)
1995 Canon de Yaoundé — Océan de Kribi (1-0) Caleoviaoundé (Centre)
1994  Olympique Mvolyé — Tonnerre de Yaoundé (1-0) lyn@pique Mvolyé (Centre)
1993 Canon de Yaoundé — Léopards Douala (2-0) Cdeofaoundé (Centre)
1992 Olympique Mvolyé — Diamant Yaoundé (2-1) Olygue Mvolyé (Centre)
1991 Tonnerre de Yaoundé — Racing de Bafoussam(T-@)nerre de Yaoundé (Centre)
1990 Prévoyance Yaoundé — Tonnerre de Yaoundé (PyEvoyance Yaoundé (Centre)
1989  Tonnerre de Yaoundé — Diamant Yaoundé (1-0) nn@&ae de Yaoundé (Centre)
1988 Panthere Banganté — Racing de Bafoussam (1-Banthere Banganté (West)
1987  Tonnerre de Yaoundé — Diamant Yaoundé (4-2) nn@&oe de Yaoundé (Centre)
1986 Canon de Yaoundé — Rail Douala (1-0) Canoriadrindé (Centre)
1985 Union de Douala — Canon de Yaoundé (2-0) UdmDouala (Littoral)
1984 Dihep Di Nkam Yabassi — Union de Douala (1-0pihep Di Nkam (Littoral)
1983 Canon de Yaoundé — Union de Douala (3-2) Cdeoriaoundé (Centre)
1982 Dragon Douala — Dihep Di Nkam Yabassi (4-1) adan Douala (Littoral)
1981 Dynamo de Douala — Union de Douala (2-0) DymdmDouala (Littoral)
1980 Union de Douala — Canon de Yaoundé (2-1) UdmDouala (Littoral)
1979 Dynamo de Douala — PWD Bamenda (3-1) Dynanaigla (Littoral)
1978 Canon de Yaoundé — Union de Douala (4-3) Cdeoriaoundé (Centre)
1977 Canon de Yaoundé — Caiman de Douala (1-0) rCdedraoundé (Centre)
1976 Canon de Yaoundé — Racing de Bafoussam (2-OanorCde Yaoundé (Centre)
1975 Canon de Yaoundé — Aigle de Nkongsamba (2-1ano@ de Yaoundé (Centre)
1974  Tonnerre de Yaoundé — Canon de Yaoundé (1-Opnnéfre de Yaoundé (Centre)
1973 Canon de Yaoundé — Diamant Yaoundé (5-2) Cdaofaoundé (Centre)
1972 Diamant Yaoundé — Caiman de Douala (3-2) Diirfiaoundé (Centre)
1971 Diamant Yaoundé — Caiman de Douala (3-2) Diirfaoundé (Centre)
1970  Oryx de Douala — Aigle de Nkongsamba (2-0) xQ@iy Douala (Littoral)
1969 Union de Douala — Oryx de Douala (2-0) UnierDauala (Littoral)
1968 Oryx de Douala — Prisons Buea (2-1) Oryx dedbo(Littoral)
1967 Canon de Yaoundé — PWD Bamenda (1-0) Candfadendé (Centre)
1966 Lion Yaoundé — CAMBANK Yaoundé (3-1) Lion Yaalé (Centre)
1965 Lion Yaoundé — CDC Victoria United (4-1) Livraoundé (Centre)
1964 Diamant Yaoundé — PT Social Club Buea (3-0) anizint Yaoundé (Centre)
1963 Oryx de Douala — Tonnerre de Yaoundé (2-1) x@eyDouala (Littoral)
1962 Lion Yaoundé — Union de Douala (4-3) Lion Yadé (Centre)
1961 Union de Douala — Union Yaoundé (4-0) UniorDdeiala (Littoral)
1960 Lion Yaoundé — Canon de Yaoundé (2-1) Lionuralg (Centre)

Source:.www.fecafootonline.com



30 Monday

time. In the same period, Canon de Yaoundé mantmgedh the Cup no fewer
than eight times, Lion de Yaoundé four times, Tormele Yaoundé three times,
and Diamant de Yaoundé also three times. In shiet,1960s showed evenly
shared Cup victories for the clubs from Douala a@dundé, the 1970s were
more successful for the clubs from Yaoundé, anth@ 1980s the trophy was
almost equally shared again.

In the 1990s, Olympique Mvolyé was a household nam€ameroon. The
club from a village not too far from Yaoundé empmdyseveral players of Came-
roon’s future national team. Olympique Mvolyé cotked the Cup of Cameroon
in 1992 and 1994 but was never successful in thec@petition. In fact, the
team was mostly active in the second division & @entre Province. Other
winners in the 1990s were clubs from Yaoundé (toues), clubs from Douala
(twice) and Racing de Bafoussam (once).

Just as in the D1 competition, the list of winnersshe Cup of Cameroon
changed with the turn of the century. Of course,West Province made it to the
list with Fovu de Baham, the club that won theetith 2001. And then there is
Coton Sport de Garoua, which won the Cup final @2 and 2004. However,
Impbts FC (Yaoundé) won the Cup in 2005 and UnierDduala in 2006, indi-
cating that clubs from these two cities still payole in football.

Most importantly, it is in the Cup of Cameroon tha first see the real and
relatively successful presence of teams from thgldphone part of the country.
Kumbo Strikers, a team from the North West Provingen the Cup of Came-
roon in the year 2000. It was actually a very ggedr for this Anglophone team
in general, but we will hear more about that lader And then there is Olym-
pique de Buea, the team that has earned a plaite ifootball statistics as the
second Anglophone team to have won the Cup of GaoneiThe team managed
to bring the Cup back to Buea in 2002 after beaBaple de Batie (2-1) in the
final.

There have been other relatively successful Anglophclubs in the Cup of
Cameroon, some of which have become household nianties South and North
West Provinces. Both Prisons Buea and PWD Bameada imade it to the final
of the Cup of Cameroon twice. Prisons Buea is fdest team in Buea, along-
side Olympique de Buea and fellow second-divisieant Buea Boys. The
team’s training ground is in Buea Town.

PWD Bamenda is arguably the best-known and moatlpoplub in the North
West Province, if not in the whole Anglophone zo8&gnce the city of Bamenda
with its approximately 500,000 inhabitants is fondhlled Abakwa, its players
are nicknamed the ‘Abakwa Boys'. Bamenda, the miogtortant city in the
Anglophone zone, is about five or six hours byfoam Buea.
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Finally, there is the other first-division club the South West Province,
namely Victoria United, which is based in the cahttwn of Limbe. (In the old
days, the Germans called the town Victoria.) Whee takes a taxi or bus from
Buea to Limbe, one will arrive at this tourist spath its approximately 85,000
inhabitants within half an hour. The team has nobwhe Cup of Cameroon (yet)
but it is one of the fiercest opponents of Olymgiaie Buea. Victoria United is
also known as Opopo which, as some people in Litole me, means ‘One
People One Power’.

‘This is very bad!

One of the players of Olympique de Buea is standexg to me at the side of the
field. His name is Essomba. | met him some weeksvelgen | started training
with the team. He is usually a very friendly persdro laughs a lot. But he is not
laughing now. ‘We’re in big trouble,” he says. ‘Thkeib president is very angry.
We shouldn’t have lost to PWD Bamenda.’

Essomba is one of the players who was on the fietderday. Right now, he
does not want to discuss the match. He is too upset so are his team mates.
The training session seems to be over and modieoplayers are walking to-
wards the main road with their football boots ieitthands. ‘We’re going to train
early in the morning,” Essomba says. ‘You shouldheoon time. The assistant
coach told us that the new coach doesn't like pewglo are late.’

‘Is there a new coach already?’

‘Yes,” Essomba replies. ‘He’s a guy from the Eastvihce. Nobody really
knows him. Nobody has ever heard of him before. akie’s a friend of the
club president or something.’

Essomba says goodbye and walks down the main rioaigtg to his com-
pound. | myself go back to my own compound, notfifam Essomba’s place, to
get some rest. Tomorrow is going to be a very tadegh



Tuesday

It is seven o’clock in the morning. | have justexed the stadium for a training
session with Olympique de Buea but there are ontpuple of players on the
field. Some other players are slowly walking irte stadium.

Then a loud noise fills the air. A bus drives gfhaithrough the gate in the
direction of the stand. A dozen players get offttie. Most of them sit down on
the stand to put on their training boots and jesséfhey’re coming from the
Sporting Centre,” Essomba says. ‘Some of the ptageOlympique de Buea are
living at the Centre. They have their own rooms #mely are always playing
football there.’

| went to the Sporting Centre myself once to mgetmth the club president.
The Centre is not far from Buea, a little furthearh the neighbouring village of
Muea. The club president owns the Sporting Centfech is a training ground
for young and talented players in Cameroon. | hédaatthe president’s ultimate
plan is to sell a lot of players to the major club€ameroon and abroad, so as to
make money out of the sport. The training sessadr@lympique de Buea, how-
ever, always take place at the Molyko Stadium.

The new coach has arrived. His first impressiondsa very good one. The
coach is a middle-aged man with a big stomachadt, he does not look like he
has ever played football. ‘This man has been dnmkoo much,” Essomba says
quietly. ‘Is he supposed to teach us how to platidall? I'll bet he cannot even
shoot a ball into the net!

Today, it turns out, is not going to be a tough dégr all. Instead it seems as
if the coach wants to get acquainted with the pisyiest. The coach is assisted
by two other coaches. One of them is a physicahdrathe other is a former
player with Prisons Buea and the Anglophone natiteam. His football career



Tuesday 33

goes back a long way. Currently, he is both an eygd of the provincial
FECAFOOT branch in Buea and the assistant coaCllyatpique de Buea.

The coach tells us to split up into six groups ief @ayers or more. Olym-
pique de Buea consists of at least 40 players,wisi¢ar more than the average
football team in Cameroon. We are playing an easyeggwhere someone in the
middle of the circle has to take the ball away frtme other players. These
players, in turn, are shooting the ball to theileagues as fast as they can. Most
of the players are enjoying themselves today. Tdreymaking fun of each other,
they are laughing and relaxing.

The coach cuts the training session short aftey anlhour. He informs the
group that there will be two training sessions tiext day, one early in the
morning and one late in the afternoon. In this wilg players do not have to
play in the middle of the day when it is simply teot outside. It seems that the
coach will go straight on to the Sporting Centresé® the club president, most
likely to finalize his own job arrangements.

Meeting Essomba

Essomba is still laughing when we walk towardsdaisipound. ‘I cannot believe
that this man is replacing our former coach,’” hgssarou know the other coach,
right? He’s one of the best coaches in the coumis/should never have been
suspended.’

Essomba and the former coach — who seems to havefioed, not suspended
— were good friends. The former coach has quitepatation in Cameroon, a
positive and a negative one. On the one hand,daehctook Olympique de Buea
to the national interpools and then straight ifte D1 competition a couple of
years ago, and he was also the one who broughtuipeof Cameroon back to
Buea. In short, he does appear to be a great c@ackhe other hand, he is said
to be very arrogant and, some people claim, suikbedd corruption. He sup-
posedly made the club president very angry on seweecasions, which is gene-
rally speaking not the best thing to do. We wilhhenore about this later on.

There is an eating spot in front of Essomba’s camgo This is where we
have breakfast after every morning training sesdiefore we take a rest in
Essomba’s room. It is almost daily standard prooedu

| got to know Essomba during one of my first tramisessions with Olym-
pique de Buea, at a time when things were not nimatter than today. The only
exception was that the team had lost only one m@ink so important that we
will give it a lot of attention in the chapters ¢ome), which was the first match
of today’s ‘score’ of six lost matches. Soon | isadl that Essomba is just not the
kind of guy who would ever be worried about theufet He is a hugely opti-
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mistic and energetic person. He is about 27 yelmtsbut | am only guessing
here. He has never told me his actual age and alwiaymed it was a ‘private
matter’.

Essomba is not very tall but is incredibly broadoas the chest and broad-
shouldered. An average man of the same age woalmhply fit into Essomba’s
chesttwice His physique is even more impressive when onsiders that there
is no gym in town. He managed to acquire all thmsscles just by playing foot-
ball, running a lot and doing abdominal exercises.

Essomba’s favourite thing is to walk around the y#ol area and engage in
conversations with everyone in the street. You make a solid bet that he will
tell a joke or two every five minutes or so. Heaiso very fond of his little
daughter and, for that matter, of all the childierBuea. Thus you will most
likely run into Essomba while he is doing eithereoof the following things:
discussing something with somebody or walking vaitheighbour’s child on his
shoulder. Essomba is sort of an uncle for all chitddn Buea, or at least those in
the Molyko area.

The most likely other activity one will see him dgiis arranging a date with
one of the many girls in town. Most of all, howevee loves playing football. He
is so dedicated that even on a day off he will flaman hour to the next village
and back again. One will know how much he loveplay football when one
sees him wearing football shirts day in day out.ddénitely always looks like a
football player.

There is only one thing Essomba does not like tolds drinking alcohol.
Although most players were not very successfukymg to hide their drinking
habits, | have actually never caught Essomba drgqhkiven a single beer. It is not
that he does not visit bars. He does visit barsvisigés them a lot. He is just one
of those customers who orders only one soda fowti@e evening.

Essomba has been playing for Olympique de Buehtolfast two and a half
years. His regular position in the team is on igatrfront. He is a winger — the
one who passes to the attackers. He used to ptayn® of the big teams in the
capital of Cameroon, Tonnerre de Yaoundé. He alwelis me what a magnifi-
cent club Tonnerre is and how professional its wiggion is. It is thus reason-
able to think that Essomba got a really lucratieatcact from Olympique de
Buea. Why else would a player leave one of the blegts in the country to go
and play for a relatively new club in a small towrkhow he could have stayed
in Yaoundé. In fact, his wife and daughter st¥eliin the capital. They visited
Essomba for a few weeks during my stay in Buea.

Essomba and | are having rice and chicken for basakHis next-door neigh-
bour passes and waves in our direction. Essombehpgnme on the shoulder.
‘Do you like her? | can set you up for a date.’sTts another daily routine | have
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to go through. Saying no to players who are litgraffering’ me a girl is an
exhausting activity.

Olympique de Buea: From third to first division

Essomba is an Anglophone from the North West Pazvift is where he started
his career as a football player. Before he signedrdract at Tonnerre de Ya-
oundé, he was playing for, among other clubs, KurSkrikers, the team that
won the Cup of Cameroon back in 2000. So Essombaaady won the Cup
twice. Indeed, he is more than willing to tell yihe story of how President Paul
Biya of Cameroon shook his hand and gave him (heddst of the team) a foot-
ball medal. He is very proud of it.

Today, Essomba is taking me to see someone he tefass ‘brother’. It is the
fired team manager of Olympique de Buea, who igiaally from the same vil-
lage as Essomba. ‘No, no,” the team manager sags wie are at his house a
little while later, ‘I'm really only suspended. Tipeesident will take me back be-
fore you know it. I've known him for a long time.’

The team manager’'s name is Eric Kalla. Most peoptbe Anglophone zone
have an English first name. Essomba and Ashu, wiverwill meet later in this
story, have very common English first names. Kala middle-aged, married
man who owns a pharmaceutical shop in Buea. The s&actually located right
across from the football stadium and also functiasghe club’s administrative
office. Kalla is well-spoken and friendly, althoughthe moment he is not really
happy with Olympique de Buea. ‘You know, I'm onetbé co-founders of the
club,” he says. ‘The club president, the vice-ptest and | set up Olympique de
Buea back in 1999.

In Cameroon, it is a rule for a new football clubstart playing in the third
(and lowest) division. In this division, as we knoigams from the same geo-
graphical sub-division (in this case, Fako divig§ioampete against each other. In
its first year, Olympique de Buea won eleven oua ¢dtal of 13 matches, which
turned out to be enough to qualify for the secondswn. It seems that the
relationship between the third and second divisisnthe same as the one be-
tween the second and first divisions. ‘We’ve gotsé8ond division teams in the
South West Province,’ Kalla explains. ‘Three tedros the second division that
don’t perform well will drop down. Three teams frotme third division that
perform well will go up. In that particular yeahetteams Muyuka and Ekona FC
entered the second division with us. We only plaged season in the second
division.’

We are halfway through the 2000 season. Two sediiglon teams from the
South West Province — Olympique de Buea and Elext3pmbe — made it to
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the national interpools, which at that time wergamized in Bamenda and
Bafoussam. Olympique de Buea was playing in thd poBamenda where they
ended up top of the table with 12 points. Then Qdigue de Buea had to play a
match against Unisport de Bafang, which was theneirof the pool in Bafous-

sam. Olympique won the match. In short, OlympigeeBiliea managed to go
from the third to the first division in two straigyears.

Team manager Kalla is proud to tell me the histdrthe club. He shows me a
book that is filled with newspaper articles and tolsoof the club executives, the
coaches, the players and the matches they playedtbe past few years. Of
course, Kalla realizes that the club’s history esputs compared to that of many
other clubs in the country.

Canon de Yaoundé, for instance, was set up as aarli930. Tonnerre de
Yaoundé was formed back in 1934. Union de Douala weated in 1957.
Bamboutos de Mbouda was set up in 1966. Prisong,Be¥/D Bamenda and
Victoria United were already active in the Cup an@2roon competition in the
1960s. These are old football clubs with rich hist® as we saw in the previous
chapter. ‘In terms of Cameroonian football Olymmaide Buea is only a baby.
But we’ve been learning very fast,” Kalla says.

Indeed, when Olympique de Buea entered the D1 cotigoein 2001, they
immediately ended up in sixth spot in the leagietaln 2002, they finished in
fifth place. The club president had really hopeat the 2003 season would bring
Olympique de Buea straight to the top of the D1 petition. Unfortunately, his
dream is almost unattainable now that the teamalasdy lost six out of ten
matches. That is probably the reason why the teamager is sitting at home
right now. He has been sent away from the clubdipell to set up because of
these lousy results.

The expenditures of a football match

Kalla says that his management was essential itetlra’s previous successes in
the league. He also admits, though, that the chesigeent put a lot of his own
money into the team. This is a more probable extian for the team’s rapid
rise in Cameroonian football. After all, as thentemanager explains, a football
team is a very expensive enterprise. ‘You haveay the club executives, the
coaches, the doctor and the players,” he says.s&8laee fixed expenses of the
club. And then there are irregular costs attaclrethé team. There are travel
expenses, there’s the food for the players andaysa have to rent a lot of hotel
rooms.’
Kalla gives me a calculation of how much a typiaalay match in théhird

division to the neighbouring village of Muea woutdst. It is probably the
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cheapest trip a football team in Buea will evercheundertake. A return ticket
to Muea costs FCFA 1,000. This means a total of &AC&,000 (€ 27) for all 18
players and another FCFA 7,000 for the three caactie team manager, the
team doctor, the vice-president and the technigaictbr. Since the team can
leave one or two hours before the match, hotel rsgeare not necessary.

| talked to the team manager of second-divisionaBBeys earlier. He gave
me a calculation of a typicakeconddivision match in the South West Province.
Let us say Buea Boys has to play a match agaiestelim in Nguti. The team
will rent a bus for FCFA 100,000 (€ 152) includipgtrol. The players and four
club executives (three coaches and the team mgnadlenave lunch in Kumba
for FCFA 500 per person — which adds up to FCFAQQ,(€ 16) — and another
lunch and thus FCFA 11,000 after the match. Theg tave to buy 24 bottles of
water (FCFA 400 each) which are used during themathich comes to a total
of FCFA 9,600. If the team wins, the club will gieach of the 18 players a
match bonus of FCFA 5,000 (FCFA 90,000 or € 13ibial); the four executives
receive FCFA 10,000 each (FCFA 40,000 or € 70talXoln total, the costs of a
Buea Boys away match are around FCFA 261,600. ishainost € 400. Many
people in Cameroon would have to set aside theolevkalary for at least four
months (and not spend any of it) to be able to skeadeam for one away match.

Team manager Kalla gives me an idea of the expaeditof afirst division
away match against, say, Canon de Yaoundé.

The 18 players of the team will get FCFA 5,000 efactpocket money on the road. That is
about FCFA 90,000 (€ 137). The doctor and the temnager also take FCFA 5,000. That
makes FCFA 10,000 (€ 15). Then the bus will cosalisut FCFA 200,000 (€ 305) for a
return trip. The hotel itself takes nine doublemsofor the players, making FCFA 90,000.
Then there are three rooms at FCFA 15,000 eachixXagxecutives, which is FCFA 45,000
(€ 68). Finally, the doctor has his own room, whidsts FCFA 25,000 (€ 38). In short, the
hotel costs FCFA 160,000 (€ 244). The players decekecutives eat once when they arrive
in Yaoundé, and the next day again after the mgrtraining. Each meal costs about FCFA
3,000 (€ 4.50). So, each day we spend about FCEF20@%n food which is FCFA 150,000
(€ 228) for two days. The executives get an adutid-CFA 30,000 for expenses. Now we
look at the doctor’'s expenditures. For each matdivé the doctor FCFA 20,000 to buy
medicine. Finally, the driver costs FCFA 5,000 &2 a room for FCFA 10,000. So, in a
nutshell, it costs about FCFA 675,000 (slightly o€el,000) to go for a match.

We see that the first, second and third divisicaglees each have different
price tags for the teams. The third division istiekly cheap since the teams will
only play matches in their own sub-division. Thiwits the travel costs and so
on. The second division is also not too expensitftoagh the teams do have to
spend a lot of money during the mini-interpools ,afdhey make it, the inter-
pools. The club president will then have to payddrotel and a training ground
for a period of two weeks. He also, as we will fiadt, needs to pay spiritual
advisers for their services and he needs to bhberéferee and the linesmen.
These are issues to which we will return in théfeing chapters.
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Going from the second to the first division, thé&n,a really expensive en-
deavour. It is in the first division though thattteams spend the most money.
Teams have to play 30 matches during the seasoof, Wh&ich take place in the
town of the opposing team. A first-division clulethfore needs structural fund-
ing for survival or, even better, success in thecbmpetition.

The different locations of the first-division clubse also important when con-
sidering the financial costs. The majority of tlearns in the current (2003) D1
competition are to be found in the western pathefcountry, particularly in the
Littoral, Centre, South West and West Provincean® from these areas travel
distances up to a maximum of about six hours byocgserhaps a bit more if,
say, Canon de Yaoundé had to play against PWD Bdanerhe teams in the
West Province have the lowest costs of all. Noy @aln these teams play six out
of 15 away matches somewhere in their own relatisrhall province, the
province itself is located in the middle of the fanost club-populated provinces.

Coton Sport de Garoua is the major exception ts #tory. The North
Province is located far away from the four ‘footbptovinces’. The team’s
travelling expenses are, therefore, significantighkr in comparison with the
other teams. An employee of the provincial FECAFQdgdfice in Buea gave me
a calculation of Coton Sport’s expenses for an ayeraway match. Let us say
Coton Sport de Garoua has to play against OlympitpuBuea. They could take
the bus all the way to the South West Provincetbhist is not recommended.
They could also take the train, which takes thenst fio Yaoundé and then to
Douala. The total amount of travel time would syie¢ around a day and a half.
Of course, they would have to rent hotel roomsright before the match and
probably also the night after the match. | hearat tGoton Sport sometimes
makes use of the local airline. In this sense,rigaai team in the North Province
is a disadvantage compared to having a team inobribe other areas of the
country because of the extra expenses involved.

Some say, however, that having a team up nortmisidvantage as well.
Coton Sport is in the habit of winning most of heme matches during the
football season. The reasoning is that the plagerthe visiting team are simply
too tired after such a long journey and hence baldefeated. On the other hand,
Coton Sport also plays 15 away matches that dernaeggdand exhausting trips.

The difference is that the team from the North Hrow is rich; and the club
executives can afford to send the players on thawo or three days before the
start of the match. This leaves them plenty of titmeest. Vice versa, most other
teams cannot afford an extra night in a hotel aswaially arrive in Garoua the
night before match day or even on the day itsetfimBine the players’ fatigue
with the incredible heat of the north of Cameroand you can guess the end
result.
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Table 3 The 16 clubs playing in the D1 competition in 2003*
BAMBOUTOS DE CAIMAN DE DOUALA | CANON DE YAOUNDE | CINTRA Y AOUNDE

MBOUDA

West Province
Stade de Mbouda
(capacity: 12,000
spectators)

(a.k.a. Akwa Boys

Littoral Province
Réunification
Stadium de Douala
(40,000)

(a.k.a. Khakum

Centre Province
Ahmadou Ahidjo
Stadium de Yaoundé
(50,000)

Centre Province
Ahmadou Ahidjo
Stadium de Yaoundé
(50,000)

COTON SPORT DE
GAROUA

North Province
Omnisports Stadium

FOvU DE BAHAM

West Province
Stade de Mbouda

OLYMPIQUE DE BUEA
(a.k.a. Lava Boys

South West Province
Molyko Stadium de

PWD BAMENDA
(a.k.a. Abakwa Boys

North West Province
Municipal Stadium de

Roumde-Adja (12,000) Buea (8,000) Bamenda (10,000)
(35,000)

RACING DE RENAISSANCE DE SABLE DE BATIE STADE BANDJOUN
BAFOUSSAM NGoumMou (a.k.a. Sandsand Boys

(a.ka. T.P.Q.

West Province
Municipal Stadium de
Bamendzi (5,000)

Centre Province
Ahmadou Ahidjo
Stadium de Yaoundé
(50,000)

West Province
Municipal Stadium de
Bamendzi (5,000)

West Province
Municipal Stadium de
Bandjoun (8,000)

TONNERRE DE
Y AOUNDE
(a.k.a. Kalara Boys

Centre Province
Ahmadou Ahidjo
Stadium de Yaoundé
(50,000)

UNION DE DOUALA
(a.k.a. Nassara Boys

Littoral Province
Réunification
Stadium de Douala
(40,000)

UNISPORT DE
BAFANG

West Province
Municipal Stadium de
Bafang (5,000)

VICTORIA UNITED
(a.k.a. Opopo)

South West Province
Limbe Centenary
Stadium (10,000)

* a.k.a. = also known as

Salaries, signing fees and bonuses

The real expenses of a football team are, of coubse players themselves. It
appears that Essomba received a fairly good deahwe signed for Olympique
de Buea. Essomba and other players in Buea aallsighature premium’. ‘The

club president offered me FCFA 2.5 million (€ 3,800hen | came here,

Essomba says. ‘That is a one-time amount he’'s sgopto give me. And then
there’s my salary. Each month | receive about FGBA,000 (€ 152).’
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The signing fees and salaries of the players ardrdan fixed amounts. An
average player with Olympique de Buea would propabteive between FCFA
500,000 (€ 762) and FCFA one million (€ 1,520) asigmature premium and
about FCFA 50,000 (€ 76) as a monthly salary. imrast, a very talented player
who has shown his worth in the past probably reesivetween FCFA four and
seven million (€ 6,000 - € 10,000) as a signatusmmum and between FCFA
150,000 and FCFA 200,000 (€ 228 - € 305) as a nostiary. These are very
large amounts of money when compared to what mesgplp in Cameroon re-
ceive from their (average) jobs.

Olympique de Buea’s president is said to have wahiite very best Came-
roonian players to play for his team in 2003. Beftive start of this season, the
club’s technical director was handed the task ohtuthe best players away from
their respective clubs, which were mostly the biggees in the country. The
technical director, so his supporters say, wasegsuiccessful. For instance, he
managed to buy the goalkeeper of Coton Sport deu@dawho many claim is the
best in Cameroon. He also managed to buy the DJpettion’'s top scorer of
last season from Racing de Bafoussam. These twenslalefinitely receive the
highest salaries of all the Olympique de Buea pkaym other words, signing
fees and salaries are dependent on a player' ppestmance.

So now we know why some of these players, who vpdaging for the big
clubs in the country, choose Buea as their newtétabihe club president just
offered them an awful lot of money, something tbeuyld not refuse.

The amount of the signing fees and monthly salaaiesalso dependent on
whether the player is originally from the area ihieh the club is based or
whether he was born and raised somewhere elsecahptayer is referred to as a
son of the soilHe is literally a boy from the area, a brothertld local ethnic
group, part of the town. Local players are usualtly offered low signature pre-
miums and salaries for two reasons. First, thdiIste with their families and
therefore do not require any housing from the clBbcond, local players are
supposed to be proud of their town and their etgrmoap. It is their obligation to
make sure the team wins the matches so that ttieircegroup earns respect in
the country. In short, a local player should femhdured to play for the team and
should not ask for much money.

There are about seven or eight Anglophone playe@lympique de Buea, of
whom some are originally from the North West PrgeinThere are only a few
players from the South West Province and thes¢harérue sons of the soil. For
instance, there is a very young player who signedrdract for FCFA 500,000
(€ 762) and receives only FCFA 50,000 in salaryeweonth.

There are two major exceptions to the above. Tamteaptain of Olympique
de Buea — a local boy — is one of the most famowistalented players in Came-
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roon and, some players claimed, received a verf Bignature premium and
earns a high monthly salary. Another exceptionrisatacker who scored the
decisive goal against Sable de Batie in last séagoup of Cameroon final. He
is a local boy from Buea Town and makes more mahag most players in the
team. One’s reputation sometimes overrules locality

The opposite of the sons of the soil are the piafrem out of town. They are
referred to as thetrangerson the team. Essomba, as a North Westerner, is one
of those strangers in Olympique de Buea. Most Olyog de Buea players are
actually Francophones and are therefore strandéesy cannot rely on family
support in Buea, nor do they have a house in th& &ince the club takes care of
these financial aspects, the strangers generalke mere money than the sons
of the soil. But although they may get better safarthe strangers are also more
easily fired when the team starts losing matchégyTwere brought to the team
for one purpose only, namely to bring success ¢otdam. Why should a club
president pay all that money if they cannot livetagexpectations? Sons of the
soil are more likely to survive the bad times a thub.

So money can buy the best players in the countngs@& players, in turn, can
make sure your team will start winning matches. Bonhey is also an incentive
for players to perform better. This is evident & take a look at some other club
expenditures, namely training allowances and matouses. We have already
seen that the Buea Boys players receive a matcasbohFCFA 5,000 (€ 7.60)
when they win a match. They also earn FCFA 500raming allowances for
every day they participate in the team’s trainiegsson. It is a way of stimu-
lating the players to come to the training ground.

The training allowances and match bonuses in teedivision are certainly a
lot higher than those in the second division. Iyi@pique de Buea wins a match,
the players receive a match bonus of FCFA 25,0088f€each, except for the
players who were not among the squad of 18. Alse,players will have parti-
cipated in at least five days of training sessihgch earns them an amount of
FCFA 1,000 (€ 1.50) a day.

So, if we take the price for an average first-doismatch (FCFA 675,000)
and added the weekly training allowances for 3@gia (FCFA 150,000) and the
match bonuses for 18 players (FCFA 450,000), it ldrauean that the club
president at Olympique de Buea has to spend ait F&2BA 1,275,000 (almost
€ 2,000) on a single match. That is twice the ahimgame of the average Came-
roonian.

But that is not all. The match bonuses are asuteegs the signing fees and
the monthly salaries. They tend to go up whendhentplays an important match
such as matches in the (mini-)interpools, matcheake last stages of the Cup of
Cameroon or derbies between teams from the sarae faoe instance, when he
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was playing for Tonnerre de Yaoundé, Essomba asdelsim mates were pro-
mised match bonuses of FCFA 80,000 (€ 121) eathelf won the derby be-
tween Tonnerre and Canon de Yaoundé. It is a wayhi® club president to
make sure that the players will do everything tbay to win a match.

Club sponsorship in West and East Cameroon

It is evident, then, that clubs need money to ettgaod players and to be able to
participate meaningfully in the football league.tBow do they get it? Let us go
back for a brief historical view of club sponsopshn Cameroon, which has
developed differently in the Anglophone and Frarope zones.

Football clubs in the Anglophone zone have usuadig a strong financial tie
with either a locally based company or a local goweent branch. Indeed, it is
easy to trace the sort of sponsorship by lookinth@thames of the clubs. PWD
Bamenda used to be sponsored by the Public Worksrieent of the local
government in the North West Province. The Victokieea Council Club re-
ceived its money for the town council in Limbe.

Since the largest part of the West Cameroun econgasyin the hands of large-scale agri-
cultural companies which imported their labour frdma most economically underdeveloped
regions of the country, few Africans had enougloueses to support a team. As a result, the
most important clubs today are still organised loa basis of occupational solidarity. For
example, thé?ublic Works Clulof Bamenda, th&ictoria Area Council Clupthe Prisons
Club of Buea, and thBower Canof Victoria are all dependent upon modern adnriaiste

or economic organisations. (Clignet & Stark 19743}

The relatively successful history of Prisons Bueaat only closely related to
its financial support from the local prison butats the fact that the players used
to be prisoners themselves. There used to be bdibabmpetition played in the
prison’s courtyard and the best players were ssdetr Prisons Buea. These
players could only leave the prison when the teah to play a match some-
where.

Some of the Anglophone clubs were sponsored byl lomapanies. For in-
stance, Victoria United used to be called CDC \fietdJnited because of its
sponsorship by the Cameroon Development ComparthanSouth West Pro-
vince. It is an agricultural company that specedim the growing and selling of
bananas, among other things. In Limbe, one willl fihe electricity and power
company AES Sonel. This company used to be the s@onsor of Power Cam
of Victoria, a club that has been renamed Elec Sporbe.

A lot of things have changed in the sponsorshipmglophone football clubs
since the appearance of Clignet & Stark’s artiolé974. Most importantly, local
government branches in the South West and Northt Res/inces have taken
their hands off the football clubs. Although PWDrBenda still carries the name
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of the Public Works Department, the club no longgoys its sponsorship. Also,
the Victoria Area Council Club, after losing tha@dncial support of the town
council, has either completely disappeared or becaminsignificant team in the
third division. Prisons Buea, too, can no longdy n funding from the local
prison and its players ceased to have a connegiitbnthe correction facility in
Buea. Finally, it is said that the electricity caamy AES Sonel has stopped its
club sponsorship permanently.

There are several possible explanations as to WwhyAnglophone zone has
witnessed a decline in club sponsorship. Some Argioes claim that most of
the local companies have been taken over by Fréwoeces. For example, AES
Sonel, with its headquarters in Douala, is saitb¢éaun by Francophone mana-
gers who do not see any benefit in sponsoring Aptglae clubs. Likewise, the
oil company Sonara, with its refinery at Limbejristhe hands of Francophones
and has never engaged in financing a locally bakdd

Armstrong & Giulianotti (2004: 11-12) associate th@éhdrawal of African
club sponsorship by companies to the World BankIdffe structural adjustment
programmes, and thus to international politicalrecoic policies:

The broad structural decline of African economes the implementation of Washington
Consensus policies, has adversely affected theakfrfootball infrastructure. State-owned
enterprises had helped to run football clubs thetewmportant community resources. Fol-
lowing their takeover by TNCs (trans-national cogimns), the newly privatized institu-
tions have tended to reduce expenditure in allasgmiogrammes, including sports-related
associations.

| also heard stories about sponsorship being emafted allegations of cor-
ruption. For instance, team manager Kalla of Olyqupi de Buea told me that
Elec Sport Limbe lost its sponsorship by Sonel beedthe management of the
club misused the money by spending it on persaomnalests rather than on the
players’.

Club sponsorship in Francophone Cameroon develspetwhat differently,
mostly because of ‘the ambivalent attitudes th& Emench authorities have
always adopted ... towards all types of voluntasgaaiations, including sports
clubs’ (Clignet & Stark 1974: 411). The ambivalenseclear when looking at
football in East Cameroon. On the one hand, thexdfrecolonizers wanted to
encourage Cameroonians to play football since theyght that ‘Camerounians
should transfer their frustratgablitical energies into less controversial areas of
participation, such as religion or sport’ (Ibid1}4 emphasis in original). On the
other hand, they regarded voluntary associatiamns) as football clubs, as poli-
tical vehicles that could undermine the centraliggdcture of the French colo-
nial government.

The French decided to keep a firm grip on foothalll did so by implement-
ing a strict set of rules and regulations for aluntary associations. Initially
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they even went as far as to forbid local clubs fraopying the names of the big
European clubs. For instance, Olympic de Doualangthafter Olympique de
Marseille) was forced to adopt a new name and lile lkecame known as Oryx
de Douala. Clignet & Stark (1974: 412) state thatFrench
did not encourage private firms to help with th#fugion of football and, more specifically,
with the formation of stable local clubs. All thoggtially sponsored along occupational
lines in East Cameroun either disappeared (e.gCthpet Louveta team of railway workers
in Bonaberi), or declined in importance (e.g. hé&. Policg or experienced an internal
transformation (e.g. thBiamant Clubof Yaoundé ceased to recruit civil servants). €srr

pondingly, the only form of solidarity upon whiclhchub could depend effectively was terri-
torial in nature.

Clubs in Douala and Yaoundé are, as we know, tllesblin the country and
receive a lot of support from their respective lamammunities. The territorial
commitment, of which Clignet & Stark spoke, is esply visible among the
two great clubs in the capital. Tonnerre and Cam®ryaoundé are said to have
the most loyal and enthusiastic supporters in thetry. ‘The oldest teams have
generated support among local Africans that is esged in familial terms, as a
bond between the current generation and their &rsesvho founded these
cultural institutions’ (Armstrong & Giulianotti 2@0 14).

Since private firms and local governmental branchdsiot engage in football
sponsorship, finances had to be provided by loypperters within the local
communities. Let us take Tonnerre de Yaoundé asxample. Clignet & Stark
(1974) explain how a few wealthy local men werensmoing and, as a result,
also running the club back in the 1970s: the president of onnerreis a pros-
perous landowner who owes his success to realeed&atelopment; two of his
vice-presidents are wealthy traders, while thedtigra director of the only large
Cameroonian export-import firm ..." (Ibid.: 414).

In a local newspapeifhe Post(9 May 2003), | read that Tonnerre had the
status of an association until the mid 1990s. Wherclub’s founder sold it to a
wealthy local man, the latter transformed it infoLimited Liability Company
with the possibility for people to buy shares’idtsaid that the new club presi-
dent owns approximately 80 per cent of the shares.

Clubs are run by big men

Nowadays the situation regarding football spondprsh Anglophone and
Francophone Cameroon is similar to the earlier ri@san of Tonnerre in the
1970s. In fact, almost all the clubs depend onfthancial support of a few
wealthy local men. In other words, clubs are spoetsand run by locdlig men

For instance, Olympique de Buea is financially sarfgd by its club president.
The president is a wealthy Bamileke big man froe\tflest Province who is the
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founder and owner of a successful company thas sellellites and insurances,
among other things. In fact, the vice-presidenObfmpique de Buea probably
got his job because of his day-to-day professiorvies-president of the club
president’s company.

The club president is a big man in the true Africeanse of the term and
definitely looks and acts as one. As | said befbraet the president once at the
Sporting Centre near the village of Muea. When htuato the Centre through
the gate (there is a huge wall around the entea aith guards on top of it) and
walked onto the main square, | saw the club presiditting in the middle of a
terrace drinking a glass of beer. The tables ondh@ace were ‘protected’ from
the sun by sharp triangular rooftops, a distinctraelemark of Bamileke archi-
tecture. The traditional clothing, the golden rimgsall his fingers, the thick sun-
glasses, the impressive physical posture and tiggo@rd right behind him truly
complemented the picture of the club president msua of wealth and power. He
was flanked by the director of the Sporting Cemrehis right and the club’s
vice-president on his left.

As is custom with chiefs anfns (local rulers) in Cameroon, the club presi-
dent did not speak to me directly and | think | wa$ even supposed to look at
him. Instead, | talked to the vice-president whentlranslated my words to the
club president. The club president posed only omestion to me after | had
asked his permission to start training with thente&Vhat's in it for me?’ |
thought about it for a moment and then answerélll:wtite a book about the
club to give the team some media attention’. Thé g@resident, so it seemed,
was not really satisfied with this answer but theeypresident gave me his per-
mission anyway.

| also met the club president of Union de Douald s&w the club president of
PWD Bamenda one day. Both of them looked very st the club president
of Olympique de Buea. The club president of PWD Bada, for instance, is
also an incredibly rich businessman whose nameea®®nough to make even
the loudest North Westerner become quiet and hunhiudeed, many Bamendas
in Buea spoke of him with respect and awe. He watheir words, ‘a very, very
powerful man’.

In short, all these club presidents have two thimgsommon: they are busi-
nessmen and they are filthy rich. Sometimes thesenbn use money from their
own companies to sponsor a football team, suclhe<lub president of Olym-
pigue de Buea. Sometimes, however, they are thetedlegeneral directors or
managers of companies and use company money ftvaibpurposes. The club
president of Fovu de Baham, for instance, is threegd manager of a dairy com-
pany in the West Province. He uses money from tirapany to support the
team.



46 Tuesday

The club president of Victoria United is also trengral manager of the CDC
in the South West Province. We have already seantlie CDC used to be the
main sponsor of Victoria United. These days thaasion is slightly different
because Victoria United is indirectly sponsoredtiy CDC through the assist-
ance of its club president. So when the direct spmhip of local government
departments and companies in the Anglophone zosa&ppeared, there were
local big men to take over financial matters in thebs in this area of Cameroon.

It is easy to understand why a football club woldshefit from having a rich
big man as club president. After all, they provile financial stability that any
football club ultimately needs and they are ablattoact talented players. But
since football is not really profitable in Camerofan various reasons, it would
be logical to ask why such big men would spendrtimginey on a football club.
It seems that they use football clubs to incredssr teconomic and political
power.

Armstrong & Giulianotti (2004: 14) argue that ‘.powerful clubs often
emerge in townships under the influence of locad ‘imen” whose patronage is
gained in exchange for the club becoming a morsgmalized symbol of the
success of charismatic leadership’. As Clignet &rst(1974: 419) argue, ... if
individual clubs are anxious to attract those wicoupy a high position in the
general social structure, there is neverthelespiid pro quoin this respect.
While clubs are able to benefit from the networkirdfuences established by a
successful member of the elite, this also tendseitaforce his socio-economic
and political pre-eminence.’

The overall importance of football in Cameroon nsakere that club presi-
dents are always in the spotlight and are respdotekleeping football alive in
the country. A club president will be especiallgpected within his own commu-
nity if he manages to be successful with the Iéoatball team. He will earn the
support of the local community and uses this suptmmgain political power.
‘The club presidents use football as a steppingesto gain popularity so that
people will vote for them,” someone in Buea told. mM#&ithout football the
people would not have known them but now everydadyws them.’

The political aspect of sponsoring a club is esgBcivisible in the West
Province. We already know that the Bamileke havdertheir province into one
of the main football provinces in the country owibe last few decades. The
Bamileke are businessmen, they ‘are well knowrtlieir entrepreneurial spirit’
(Nkwi & Vidacs 1997: 127) and they are even reférte as the ‘Jews of
Cameroon’ (Vidacs 2000: 101). Some say that theiB&mare now using their
economic wealth to gain political power.

As Nkwi & Vidacs (1997: 127) note, ‘Bamileke therhvas openly admit that
their rise in football is part of an attempt to ghilne world what they are capable
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of in a political context where many Bamileke féleht they are being margin-
alized by the country’s political powers’. Thesegysla number of Bamileke big
men are also the presidents of several first-diviglubs. All of these club presi-
dents have become Members of Parliament (MPs) Becalitheir sponsorship
of their respective clubs. Indeed, the club presidé Olympique de Buea is also
a parliamentarian and is addressed as ‘Honourable’.

Public versus private clubs

Olympique de Buea is a private club. You could rdghe club as the pet project
of the club president, who not only founded theébdbut is also its main sponsor.
The club is his personal property and as such,adsesble power over the team
and is able to do whatever he pleases. In one @ynpique de Buea is a very
lucky club because it will always have the finahcapport of its president, as
long as he does not abandon the team.

Most clubs in Cameroon, however, are so-callediputilbs. They are the
property of the village or town where it is locatéds the local town council and
the local community who decide what happens totéfaen. They are also the
ones who are supposed to provide funding for tleenteThe sponsorship of
public clubs normally comes from two different soes: a big man and a town
congress.

First, how does the local community attract a weakig man for its public
club? Traditionally, the big man must be a nati¥¢he area in which the club is
located. In other words, he must be a son of tileldeeard that it is a custom for
the local community to form an organizing committ€ke chairman of the com-
mittee is usually a big man himself. Before thetsth the season, a delegation
from the committee will visit a wealthy man (or tivealthiest man) in town. The
general idea of this visit is clear. If a persositk, find a doctor. If a team is in
need of money, find a wealthy man. The head ofilegation will speak to the
big man. ‘“You are a son of the soil,” he will sQyou know that our team is not
doing well. The team is desperately in need of moNee rely on you to help
our team.’” Usually the big man will accept becomihg club president for rea-
sons we have seen earlier.

The second way of raising money is to organizevantoongress. A congress
normally takes place before the start of the nestfall season. The committee
of the public club will make an announcement onrtgio, in newspapers, at the
local market or via a loudspeaker on a minibus. essage will be that the
local football team has brought prestige and rdsfmethe local community. In
order to keep having success in the competition télam needs money. Players
need to be signed, a coach needs to be appointeptiseys need to be bought.
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Everybody is urged to come to the congress. Thenutiee will send special
invitations to the prominent people in town wholwtve a good seat at the front
of the crowd during the congress.

At the start of the congress, the new club presidét be officially intro-
duced to the local community. It is customary tet club president is the first
to contribute a significant amount of money aneératihat, the crowd is supposed
to give individual donations. Not all contributioase of a financial nature. Some
people will offer to cook food for the players, semeople will offer a bus, and
others will provide the jerseys.

People in Buea have told me that the fundraisireg@ngress is really a ‘fake
show’ because the contributions of the public aanuts compared to those of
the club president. More importantly, contributiomem the public are only
made once a year but the club president has tadeawoney throughout the
football season.

It is therefore essential for a public club to haverealthy big man as its club
president. In fact, most clubs in Cameroon couldsuovive — and, more impor-
tantly, be successful in the competition — withthé financial aid of such big
men. Let us take PWD Bamenda as an example. Althdug one of the oldest
and most popular teams in the North West Proviitdeggs not always been play-
ing in the D1 competition. After a spell in the sed division, PWD Bamenda
managed to win the national interpools in 2002 \atdrned to the highest foot-
ball league. Bamendas agree that the club presideat'very, very important
man’) was the one who made this happen. During 208D Bamenda had a
very good season and the team ended up in thiod prathe D1 competition. In
2004, the success of the team declined until fmail 2005, PWD Bamenda was
relegated to the second division. The downfall e team coincided with the
club president withdrawing his leadership and feenfrom the club.

Victoria United too has been moving back and fds#tween the first and
second division. Things went reasonably well in20Mhen the general manager
of the CDC was president of the club. However hat ¢nd of the 2003 season,
the big man resigned as club president, sayingheatid not get the necessary
support from the local community in Limbe. In 2004ctoria United was rele-
gated to the second division. Two other examplesPAWD Kumba and Kumbo
Strikers, teams from highly commercial, Nigeriamvdoated towns in the South
West and North West Province respectively. Thesatively successful teams
dropped down to Division Two when the Nigerianggid sponsoring them.

Clignet & Stark (1974) argue that the teams fromn itiore rural areas find it
more difficult to reach the D1 competition in compan to teams from large
urban areas. The reason is that numerous wealthynbn can be found in the
larger cities such as Douala and Yaoundé. As thayitp... it is the clubs of
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smaller towns which most frequently drop out of tHational League’ (lbid.:
414). Indeed, the teams from the more rural amedisel country tend to be finan-
cially instable and seem to be regularly switchegween the first and second-
division leagues.

The clubs from the West Province are an exceptiothé argument stated
above. Most of the first-division teams in this icggare located in villages or
small towns. Teams such as Fovu de Baham, UnislgoBafang and Sable de
Batie are all financially stable and reasonablycsssful clubs thanks to the sup-
port of their respective club presidents. In f&dmileke villages and towns are
so full of wealthy big men that it sometimes eves la negative impact on the
local public team. A well-known example is Staden8aun, a club based in the
town where the richest man in Cameroon was bornwHle the club president
back in the 1980s but let go of the team some ylates Afterwards, the current
club president of Olympique de Buea took over gdaslership of Stade Bandjoun
before starting his own private club in Buea. Ir©D20there was no big man in
Bandjoun ready to be the new club president. Soeaplp claim that these big
men are afraid that if they manage to be succesgsfulthe team, the richest man
in town would become interested in the team agdealways has the power to
take over the role as club president simply becdiesés the richest man. So
despite the fact that there are numerous wealthpyrtgn living in Bandjoun, the
public team is not able to attract any of them.

This leaves us with one last issue. Why did thé gltesident of Olympique
de Buea leave Stade Bandjoun to create his own fimaaway in Buea? Why did
he move from a public club to a private club? Ipegrs that the president of a
public club always has to share his power with ldeal community. They can
say ‘no’ to his decisions and object to the wayrines the club. Apparently, the
club president was fed up with interference frora tbcal population in Ban-
djoun and decided to create a club where he woalt lcomplete decision-
making powers. There is no one within OlympiqueBdeea who dares to argue
with the club president. He is the absolute kinghefclub.

So now we know why the clubs from the large urbeas such as Douala and
Yaoundé have always been the dominant forces itbétloin Cameroon. In
Yaoundé, for instance, the two big clubs are naivbg famous former players.
Roger Milla is the club president of Tonnerre deotyiadé and Theophile Abega
is the club president of Canon de Yaoundé. Thepufaoity reflects the popu-
larity of these two clubs. We also know why thebsldrom the West Province
have been so successful in the last two decades.

There is only one remaining mystery. What is thesom behind the success of
Coton Sport de Garoua, the club from the North Pk®? The rise of Coton
Sport de Garoua in the D1 competition coincideshwite period in which a
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company called Sodecoton took control of the clthe club president of Coton
Sport is also the general manager of Sodecotonchwisi a huge agricultural
company that specializes in the production andngetf cash crops. The com-
pany officially takes care of all financial matteedated to the club.

In short, when | was doing a local sports quiz wi$somba, he easily ans-
wered the following two questions. What is the msstcessful Cameroonian
club of all times? ‘Canon de Yaoundé!” Which is fay the richest club in the
country? ‘Coton Sport de Garoua!” Everybody knowsywCoton Sport has been
Canon de Yaoundé'’s fiercest competitor in receatse
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Walking up the road towards Molyko Stadium meangkivg straight towards
Mount Cameroon. As always early in the morning, ti@untain is almost com-
pletely invisible because of fog and clouds. Thg does slowly burn off during
the morning but you will still only have a verymlichance of seeing the top of
the mountain. In fact, | have only seen the peatean a period of five months,
and people in Buea say that you can enjoy this wely a couple of times a
year.

There are many myths related to the mountain. Mbghem have something
to do with witchcraft and the presence of the &piof the mountain. Traditional
Bakweri beliefs have it that there is a God calgdsa-Moto who lives on the
mountain. This God is portrayed as half human, sthe. He is said to be the
male component of the Goddess of the Ocean, chiledu la Mwanja, who is
portrayed as a beautiful woman. The Goddess isteaigside around two rocks
in the ocean near Limbe. These two rocks are gaount Etinde — or Little
Mount Cameroon — which is a smaller volcano coreeett its big brother on the
west.

Efasa-Moto is the spiritual protector of the moumtén the old days, not even
too long ago, as Essomba told me, the local ethraap (the Bakweri) used to
sacrifice albinos in honour of the God of the Maint On the top of the moun-
tain, Efasa-Moto is said to maintain a sugar pkaomawell known because of its
intense sweetness. It is forbidden, though, to thkesugar canes away. The God
will not allow it.

There are several trails leading right up the maanbut many people in Buea
have never been to the top. They do not have aention of doing so either, as
the mountain’s mysterious appearance and the presainthe God and spirits
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scares them. However, once a year hundreds ofsspentand women run up the
mountain during the so-called Mount Cameroon Rdddape. The contest and
its route, which starts at Molyko Stadium and ipragimately 40 kilometres

long, are said to be incredibly tough.

One name will always be associated with the Raceélage. Sarah Liengu
Etonge has managed to win the race four timesrowaand, in February 2005,
she won the race for the seventh time in her ca&ee is, therefore, called the
Queen of the Mountain for good reason. People ieaBsay that Etonge could
have won the race only because she is a local Bakvwenan who lives in Buea.
The God of the Mountain is not in the habit ofitegtnon-Bakwerians win the
race more than once.

‘Why?’ Essomba and | are sitting on the stand enghade. We are waiting for
the training session to start. | just asked hirhefwants to join me in climbing
the mountain. Someone told me that it takes twthtee days to go to the top
and come back down again. ‘What do you want to tdthe top?’ | guess this
means no.

Financial difficulties

Almost the entire squad of Olympique de Buea isditay on the pitch at seven
o’clock sharp. Whenever there is a new coach, Ebaoexplains, the players
will want to prove themselves to the ‘boss’. Theyl e right on time and they
will practice harder than usual. A new coach meafresh start. All the players
know that this coach did not have a conversatioth Wis predecessor. He is
therefore somewhat dependent on the informatioergio him by the assistant
coaches. Most of all, however, his decision abotib wvill play the official
matches will be based on their performances duttiegtraining sessions. The
new coach thus offers new perspectives for thegptawho have been sitting on
the reserves’ bench.

The team captain first leads the team into theiiable warming up. There is
a lot of simultaneous sprinting, jumping, difficdtiotwork and hand clapping
involved, as if we were rehearsing for an upcommimgsical or dance. In between
our choreographed performance, we are stretchingruscles every five mi-
nutes or so.

The voice of the coach echoes over the field aagthayers gather around him
in a circle. The coach seems to be a man of fewdsvoForget about the last
disastrous matches,’ the coach says in Frenchrélhan important match com-
ing up on Sunday. We’re going to play Bambouto$limouda. You all under-
stand that it will be a tough match but we are gadia win. There are other
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important matches this weekend so we can reallyenaakifference by beating
Bamboutos!’

We have a thorough training session for the nextr fkemd then it is over.
‘We’ll have another training session at four o’dgahe coach says, ‘and then
we’ll focus on ball techniques.’

When Essomba and | are changing our boots for sirapkakers, there is
something happening on the other side of the fikldst players are clustered
around a short man wearing some sort of Hawaignrt: They are shouting and
pointing at the man. ‘He’s the technical and adstmtive director of the club,” a
Rasta player tells me. ‘He’s a very important nmida’s supposed to give us our
allowances and bonuses.’

One of the players is extremely angry and all stidden starts attacking the
technical director. His team mates are having teubstraining him. The tech-
nical director does not really seem to be bothénethe player’'s aggressive be-
haviour. ‘This man still has to pay us our allowmasdor the training sessions
from the last two weeks,” Essomba says, somewhtdted too. ‘We're also still
waiting for the match bonuses for the three matetesvon at the beginning of
the season. We're supposed to receive almost FOBAQO (€ 152) each.’

Since the club president is out of town on businiss the technical director
who is in charge of all financial matters relatedthe club. The vice-president
may outrank the technical director but the tecHnio@ctor is now in control of
money management. This, so the players say, isteorgehe does not do well.
‘Olympique de Buea is an amateur club,” Essomba&.s8ut you receive your
salary every month, don’t you?’ | ask him. ‘If loeved my salary every 25th,
26th or 27th day of the month,” Essomba repligserit yes, | would consider
Olympique de Buea to be a professional club. Butneeer get our salaries on
time. Sometimes we have to wait for months befoeeyet some money.’

This lack of payment by the club even extends &dignature premiums, as
Essomba explains. ‘I've been playing for Olympiqie Buea for a couple of
seasons now. But | didn’'t even get my signaturempien yet. Where’'s my
FCFA 2.5 million? The club president keeps on rtglime that | have to wait a
little longer. But how long am | supposed to waWw®’re playing all these
matches for the president, but he doesn’t paysug.right to put so much effort
into the team without getting any money?’

‘I've heard that the club president does give yooney to buy boots and
jerseys?’ | ask him. ‘Yes,” Essomba says, ‘thatigesy good aspect of our club.
Many clubs don’t give you any money for boots agicgys.’ At the start of this
season, the club president gave all the player® soaney to buy football boots.
Training boots cost about FCFA 30,000 (€ 45) wheu guy them in Douala or
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in Bafoussam, Essomba tells me. Match boots are expensive. The club also
provides the official jerseys to play matches.

However, Essomba emphasizes that Olympique de Bustll an amateur
club. ‘They always pay you your money far too lated sometimes they don’t
pay you anything at all. This is the reason whynsmny players in Cameroon
leave football. Most of those players really wamptay but they will come to a
team and are promised FCFA 500,000 (€ 762) asmatsige premium. But in the
end the people from the club will only give themAAC50,000 and say they will
make up the balance — that is FCFA 450,000 — indnithree months’ time. The
boy will suffer, he will feel discouraged and hdlwiot want to play again. Then
he will abandon football and maybe learn how teela taxi because he needs to
earn a living.’

We have seen in the previous chapter that a clebigent can use money to
encourage his players. Of course, he would hawctoally give the money he
promised beforehand. The lack of financial suppotausing unrest among the
Olympique de Buea players. ‘We really need somewvaton to keep on play-
ing,” Essomba says.

Some of the players are still arguing with the tecal director. He now holds
a piece of paper in his hand with the players’ namvetten on it. The director
calls the players one by one and gives them an FGFB800 note. When the first
players step forward to collect the money, thetzetashow pure disbelief. ‘What
is this?’ one of them says. ‘Is this supposed tkeae happy?’ ‘I've got a wife
and child" another player says. ‘This is a jokéssomba adds, when he too col-
lects his money.

The players grudgingly leave the stadium.

Second division team Buea Boys

The financial difficulties within the second-divisi Buea Boys look as though
they are far worse than is the case in OlympiquBuka. Buea Boys is about to
start a training session only fifteen minutes aftter first-division players have
left the field. The Buea Boys players are certamlpt younger and smaller than
their higher-level football counterparts in Bueaos¥l of them are probably be-
tween 16 and 20 years old, while the Olympique de&Bplayers are more likely
to be between the ages of 20 and 30.

One of the Buea Boys players tells me that theyehmot received any money
for several weeks now. He claims that they usugflyto the training ground
without having had any breakfast. It has certabdgn difficult for me to com-
municate with these players because of their firgdrsituation. Most of them
never stopped asking me for money, food and drard they did not want to
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talk about anything else. In contrast, none of @gmpique de Buea players
have ever asked me for any financial favours. Essohas even regularly paid
for food and drinks when we were relaxing in anrgpspot or a bar.

Another indication of the first-division playersibg a lot richer than the Buea
Boys players is the fact that Essomba and his teates all have cell phones.
These phones are really a status symbol for thenfiyue de Buea players.
Whenever a number of players gather in the beacindea the stadium, they all
place their phones on the round bar, visible fbtocatee. The Buea Boys players,
on the other hand, have to make use of the phooth®deside the main road
when they need to talk to somebody.

Strangely enough, Buea Boys is generally regardedcre of the richest
second-division teams in the South West Provinte dlub was founded in the
1990s by a local Bakweri man who is the currenbghesident. Since he has
been living in London for the last few years, tlag-to-day affairs are taken care
of by the team’s German head coach. This coachididsne that he is having a
hard time convincing the club president to send eydor the team.

The view of Buea Boys as a relatively rich teancasfirmed if we consider
the club’s performances over the years. Buea Beyalmost always present
during the South West Province mini-interpools &ad also managed to reach
the national interpools at least four times. Evinye they play the interpools,
though, something goes wrong and it is usually eoted to money and internal
fights. We will hear an example of the 2002 int&ipcampaign at the end of this
chapter.

In the meantime, it is important to note that thenagement of Buea Boys is
in the hands of some club executives who residBuea. They are part of the
club’s so-called Executive Board. The problem, ésafned from the coach and
the players, is that there are two local familigsiggling to gain control of the
club. The club president is part of one family, thee-president (a high-placed
figure in the Cameroonian army) is part of the othe

The ‘feud of the families’ is even said to be thaimreason behind the dis-
astrous 2004 season in the first-division leaguethA end of this season, Buea
Boys managed to reach the national interpools aed enade it through to the
D1 competition for the first time in the club’s tosy. Once in the prestigious D1
competition, however, the two families began figgteach other and as a result,
the players and the club’s staff went without pay fhhonths on end. The local
newspapeiThe Post(2 December 2004) added that the club did noacttany
new players who were accustomed to the level of pldahe first division. Buea
Boys, a team consisting of mostly young, inexper@ehand badly paid players,
thus failed to be of any significance in Camerodnghest division.
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In 2005, Buea Boys returned to the second divisidrey did not reach the
interpools in 2005 and 2006, and Kumba Lakers akd United, respectively,
were the representatives of the South West Provintiee national tournament.
The team was led by the 2003 assistant coach, thi#eeGerman coach had left
the club due to frustration with the chaos witliie tlub’s management.

Let us return to the present day, wednesday. WhdeBuea Boys players are
undergoing an intensive training session, the &sgisoach tells me that the
team has qualified for the mini-interpools that due to begin in a few weeks’
time. This year’'s (2003) mini-interpools are tohedd in Buea and Limbe. Later
on, the head coach expresses his fear that Bues iBay not even be able to
participate in the tournament because of lack ofliing.

Ashu, captain of the team

He is wearing traditional clothing and classy shad#s is walking very upright,
full of confidence, a true leader. He is probalilg bnly Buea Boys player to
own a cell phone. His name is Ashu. Ashu just gtvime to join him at a res-
taurant where, he said, there will be a meetindy &lt the players and coaches.
He went home for a minute to change his clothesramwdwe are going down the
main road.

I met him a little while back, after | had alreduyfriended Essomba. Whereas
Essomba came to me during one of the first traisegsions, | was the one who
initiated contact with Ashu. One day, | made anaapgpnent with him some-
where in a bar to discuss the situation within BBegs. He turned out to be very
friendly, well-spoken and, most importantly, willjrto tell me things about the
team.

Ashu has been the captain of Buea Boys since tj@fiag of this season. He
was chosen as captain by the German head coachhehwas a very good
relationship with. Later on, we will see that h&ationship with the assistant
coach is a lot worse. Ashu was born in a town enNtlorth West Province and so
is an Anglophone. His father is the chief of hisiveatown and so Ashu comes
from a relatively well-to-do family. You can easibee that he grew up in an
upper-class environment and this may be the reaggnthe head coach picked
him to be team captain. Ashu speaks English (aeddfr) very well. He always
talks in a way that sounds like he is giving a spet® convince people about
something.

Ashu is a somewhat ambiguous figure in the teamth@rone hand, he usual-
ly mingles with the other players to find out wikgigoing on. He regularly says
that he has to keep himself informed of all thimgkated to the team. On the
other hand, he does not live near the other plagats seems to be far more
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reserved and more responsible than his team ntdeebas got some friends in
the team but, as we will find out, also a coupleenémies. Ashu is older than
most of the Buea Boys players. He must be aboute26s old (but again | am

not exactly sure). Whereas most of the players maielayed for other clubs,

Ashu has played for at least seven (first- and mgabvision) clubs, both in the

Anglophone and the Francophone zone. In his youyears, for instance, Ashu
played for Olympigue Mvolyé near Yaoundé. He ha® ddeen selected once or
twice for the national junior Olympic team.

In one way, Ashu is exactly the opposite of Essomlarms of character. He
is far quieter and is more of a loner than my fdiem the first division. On the
other hand, Ashu is as confident as Essomba aneéris self-assured when it
comes to playing football. He definitely trainsod &nd does seem to be regarded
as a very good football player. All that is left $ay is that Ashu plays as a
number nine — a striker.

We just passed Malingo Street and are now walkm@ low green hill on the
right-hand side of the main road. At the top of thk is a restaurant, which
serves as the team’s club house. The restauramtrisd by the club president’s
mother who cooks for the players now and againr&laee about 25 Buea Boys
players sitting at different tables inside the aasant. | think almost all the
players, if not all of them, are present.

There is a large table in front of the other tabkesvhite man is sitting behind
this table, flanked by the assistant coach on ahe @&nd the vice captain of the
team on the other. The white man is the German beadh. He is generally not
very friendly with the players and usually only disses issues with Ashu.
Before Ashu sits down at the main table as welligtle me that the head coach
will give the players their match bonuses and tngirallowances from the last
two weeks. As is the case with Olympique de Buea,players with Buea Boys
are also very upset because there is no money gammgir way. The only reason
why they are not looking too angry at the momentesause the club president’s
mother is serving them some food.

The head coach calls the players one by one ares ghem a FCFA 5,000
note each. Captain Ashu confirms the payments ®clkehg the names on a
piece of paper. Some players next to me are comptathat this is not the total
amount of money they are supposed to receive.gs dot include all the training
allowances and match bonuses of the past few weeks.

When Ashu and | are walking up the road again, des gshat most of the
players received signature premiums up to FCFA (8D, He claims that the
club president actually paid the players their nyoaethe beginning of this year.
Most players, however, have already spent it. Asltuhas spent his signature
premium. Apparently Ashu is about to get marrieds fiancée is staying with
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his parents, waiting for him to raise money for Wedding. He sent his signature
premium to his fiancée and her parents earlieryibis.

Anglophones versus Francophones

There is something wrong again. | have entered kolgtadium for the after-

noon training session of Olympique de Buea and mobtte players are engaged
in a heated debate with each another. One of taecBphone players explains
what is going on. ‘You see,” he says, ‘the majoofythe players are Franco-
phones but it's mostly the local guys who are pigythe matches.’

| have noticed that a typical line-up of Olympique Buea consists of at least
six Anglophone players, including the team captdirg attacker from Buea
Town, and Essomba. The Francophones are complaihatgthis is not a fair
representation of the entire squad. After all, wew that there are only seven or
eight Anglophone players in a squad of at leagtld@ers.

Most of all, however, they do not like to see anglaphone player as their
team captain. A team captain is supposed to falfiintermediary role between
the players and the club executives but the Framuogs think that an Anglo-
phone player will not take their needs and problerts consideration. The team
captain starts laughing when | confront him witle tomplaints of the Franco-
phones. ‘A Francophone captain? No way! The teabased in the Anglophone
zone.’

The discussion stops when the coach announcestdne of the training
session. We are divided into four groups. Two teaitisplay on one side of the
field, the other two teams will play on the othates In this game, each team is
supposed to defend two goals. The coach urges levdyyto play really fast. At
one point, we are only allowed to touch the balteione touch, then we are
allowed to touch the ball twicéwo touchek

The training session is over. Tomorrow’s trainiregins at three o’clock, the
coach says.

Essomba and | are walking down the road. ‘How da gee the problem
between the Anglophones and the Francophones® hias ‘The Francophones
are always complaining,” Essomba replies, ‘buthat $ame time they enjoy all
kinds of privileges.” Essomba says that the Frahoops have already received
their signing fees, while most Anglophones ard stgiting for their money.
‘We’re playing most of the matches,’ he says, ‘amelre scoring most of the
goals. But we don’t get our money.’

It appears that the Anglophone players are havimgeating this evening to
discuss their financial problems. Essomba doesvaott me to be present at the
meeting but a little while later he tells me thagy have agreed to send the team
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captain to the club president. The captain willotede on behalf of the Anglo-
phone players.

Later on, the Francophone Rasta player denies Esssmtatement that only
the Francophones have received their signature ipresn ‘No no,” he says,
while exhibiting some irritation towards his Anglogne colleagues, ‘all the
players received their money at the beginning & Heason. But the Anglo-
phones think that they have the right to play thetaimes only because they are
from around here. | don’t think that’s fair.’

It appears that the problems between the Anglophamne the Francophones
are also present within Buea Boys. | have just catm®ss Ashu, the Anglo-
phone team captain, while walking down the mairdrd®ou have noticed the
problem, haven't you?’ he says. ‘There are two gsoin our team, the local
guys and the Francophones. |, as the captain, tvaeadure a lot of criticism
from my Francophone team mates. Last year we hath@nAnglophone cap-
tain. There was some trouble between him and acbpdone player who wanted
to take over his position. The Francophone plagaid that there should be a
Francophone captain because the majority of thgeptawere Francophones.
This year there are more Anglophones than Francggshan the team so they
have no right to complain. Still there’s a Francopd player who doesn’t want
me to be captain.’

Ashu says that one of the main problems betweemwberoups is the simple
fact that they speak a different language. | knlo&t thost of the Francophones in
Buea Boys and Olympique de Buea do not speak HEnghsl that some of the
Anglophones do not speak French. This means tegt¢hnnot communicate if
there is a problem in the team. ‘This is whereually help out,” Ashu says. ‘I'm
bilingual, so | speak both French and English. éfso my job to make sure that
things are running smoothly in the team and thatyhody is happy with each
other.’

Essomba also speaks French very well but it is rgdlgeknown that the team
captain of Olympique de Buea is only able to sagoaple of sentences in
French. Ashu adds that the Francophone playersueaBBoys are causing
trouble at the moment because of the lack of mofiéere’s a match coming up
on Sunday but they don’'t want to play. They ar@piag a strike.’

It appears that the situation within Buea Boysxaatly the opposite of the
one in Olympique de Buea, where the Anglophonesaargous to get their
money.
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The Anglophone problem

The different languages aside, it was the festisitn 20 May that made it abun-
dantly clear to me that the antagonistic feelingeveen the two groups were a
result of post-independent political affairs in tt@untry. On this particular day
in 1972, the French and English parts of Cameroamed to form the United
Republic of Cameroon. However, many Anglophoned tok that they do not
consider Unification Day to be a national holidayah. When | asked Essomba
to come with me to see the festivities, he lookedhmugh | had just proposed
something horrible. ‘No, you go! For me, there’shiog to celebrate! he told
me.

Back in October 1961, West Cameroon was unifiech viiast Cameroon
instead of with (English-speaking) Nigeria. Then, 1972, President Ahidjo
changed the subsequent political structure basefderalism (two areas, one
name) into a unitary state (one area, one name)idda among Anglophones of
an equal power relationship between them and thedéphones turned out to be
an illusion.

They (Anglophones) started to resent their regidmss of autonomy and the allegedly sub-

ordinate position of the Anglophone minority in tingitary state. Their numerous grievances

were mainly of a political, economic, and cultunakure: notably their under-representation
and inferior role in national decision-making coisicthe neglect of their region’s infra-
structure and the rape and drain of its rich econassources, especially oil, by successive

Francophone regimes; and the attempts at “fremettiéin”. (Konings & Nyamnjoh 1997:
211)

In the long run, ‘...this created an Anglophone camseness: the feeling of
being “marginalised”, “exploited”, and “assimilatebdy the francophone-domi-
nated state, and even by the francophone populas@whole’ (Ibid.: 207).

There have been only two presidents since Camesaoodépendence and both
Ahmadou Ahidjo (1961-1982) and Paul Biya (1982-prgy are from the
Francophone zone of the country. In fact, until #890s Cameroon’s ‘demo-
cratic’ political system rested on a one-party glinamely the (Francophone)
Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement (CPDM). Afidot of Anglophone
resistance to the political domination of the Frespeaking population, Presi-
dent Biya was forced to allow other political pasti The system of multiparty-
ism in the 1990s has given rise to the most prontiopposition party, the Social
Democratic Front (SDF), which is an Anglophone ypérdm the Bamenda area.
The party and its founder, John Fru Ndi, and tleeeeélso the Bamenda area, are
considered to be the most ‘rebellious’ againsiBlya-regime.

The dominance of Francophones over the Anglophan&spt alive through
the process of neopatrimonialism (also known &slism):
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The essence of neopatrimonialism is the persotialisaf rule in flagrant disregard of the
rational-cum-legal principles that underpin thediiomning of a modern state. ... In this form
of politics, the rational and effective managemafthe state is truncated and replaced by a
reticulated network of ties of personal loyalty ssupport, governed by materialistic con-
siderations. A clientelistic relationship evolvesturally from the entrenchment of personal

rule to support the system. The patron prives $gdjaf any sort) including appointments to
high positions of his clients, in return for suppemwhich is in the main political. (Mbuagbo

2002)

Neopatrimonialism, or tribalism, is widespread ooty in Cameroonian poli-
tics but also in almost all aspects of life, inghglfootball. The underlying idea
is that people are not put in certain places bexdligy have the appropriate
certificates or skills but because they are etlilyicelated to the person who
appointed them. Generally speaking, specific Frahooe ethnic groups are
dominant within the government and they let thaimilies and friends share in
the wealth and power. ‘When your brother is in leawou can never go to
hell,” one person in Buea told me. Thus one’s sthen will always help a
‘brother’ out.

In this perspective, the Anglophones feel that Financophones will never
allow an Anglophone team to win the national D1 pefition. The statistics
seem to confirm this view. We know that there amgy dwo Anglophone teams
that have won the Cup of Cameroon (Kumbo Strikerd000 and Olympique de
Buea in 2002) but no Anglophone team has ever neghtgwin the national D1
competition.

Many Anglophones told me that Kumbo Strikers wowdde won the ‘double’
in the year 2000 (meaning the Cup of Cameraahthe national league), were it
not for a controversial decision by the Francophdominated FECAFOOT. At
the end of the season, Kumbo Strikers was officitdlp of the league table.
FECAFOOT, however, decided to penalize the team tdugpectator violence
during one of its last matches. The football federadeducted six points from
Kumbo Strikers, who then dropped down the leagbéetand Fovu de Baham
suddenly won the national D1 competition.

According to Anglophones, part of the answer to résearch question must
be sought in the Anglo-Franco issue. Anglophonesldvargue that they do not
have less chances of winning individual matchesttait they do have less or no
chance of winning the first-division league.

The story of Anglophones versus Francophones go#isef in the sense that
there is also a division between the Anglophonesnelves. There are strong
antagonistic feelings between the ‘coastal/foresbpbe in the South West
Province and the ‘grassfield’ people in the NortledtVProvince’ (Konings &
Nyamnjoh 1997: 211). ‘The North West is very po&ssomba explains. ‘Many
Bamendas have moved to the South West for busieassns. Here in Buea you
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can see that most shops and restaurants are ownpdadple from the North

West.” Of course, South Westerners are very scaploout these developments.
Since the early 1960s the North West elite hasiwoed to play a dominant socio-economic
and political role in both provinces, and its asifion of the best jobs and lands in the South
West has provoked strong resentment ... Such sertSnhave been intensified by the fact
that the “entrepreneurial” North Westerners havadgally succeeded in dominating most

sectors of the South West economy, in particukddy transport, and housing. (Konings &
Nyamnjoh 1997: 212)

The overall idea is that the Francophone governmoeRtaul Biya is trying to
divide the Anglophones, ‘..often capitalising on existing contradictions be-
tween the North West and South West élites. Sontheofatter have been ap-
pointed to key positions in their province in respe to complaints about North
West domination’ (Ibid.: 224-225). ‘The use of mgalism in terms of selective
appointments to high offices by the Biya regime pasthe two provinces on a
collision course. In the logic of divide and rutee North West and South West
Provinces are made to believe that they are enerlatial stereotyping and
exclusion ... downgrade all areas of potential uaitg leviathan state thrives on
such cleavages’ (Mbuagbo 2002).

Generally speaking, it matters if one is an Anglapd or Francophone if the
two meet, but it also matters if one is a NorttSouth Westerner if two Anglo-
phones meet each other. Therefore, a match betR@4d Bamenda and Vic-
toria United may be an Anglophone derby but it [soaa match between the
North West and South West Province.

Traditional and non-traditional teams

In the evening, when Essomba and | are relaxirgbar down at the University
Junction, | learn that one earlier statement needse revised. This statement —
Olympique de Buea is the second Anglophone tearnaie won the Cup of
Cameroon — may be officially true but is not pevedias such by most people in
Buea. Essomba says that although the club is base@ Anglophone zone of
Cameroon, it is actually associated with the Frahooes. To be more precise,
he adds, the club is associated with the Bamileka the West Province.

At first, | was under the impression that the teams partly Francophone
because of the origins of the club president, drihe assistant coaches and the
team doctor, and partly Anglophone because of tiggns of the vice-president
and the team manager. But people in Buea assdhiateub with the Bamileke
just because the club president is a Bamileke tag.rihis would solve another
mystery, namely the fact that Olympique de Bueasdus have many supporters
in town. Buea Boys and Prisons Buea both enjoyrfare support from the local
population because of their perceived Anglophorentity. | said earlier that
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most people who were watching the match betweemm@ilyue de Buea and
PWD Bamenda at Molyko Stadium were supporting tisging team. Now we
know why. Not only do many Bamendas live in BueastrBakwerians do not
support Olympique de Buea anyway. It is as if PWa&r@nda played a home
match last Sunday here in Buea.

The case of Olympique de Buea shows that therdwarekinds of teams in
Cameroon: traditional teams and non-traditionain®aln the first instance, the
ethnic background of the club executives and supporcoincides with the
ethnic background of the local population where tdem is based. In the latter
instance, the ethnic background of the club exeestis not the same as the
ethnic background of the population where the tealocated.

The best way to explain traditional and non-tradiéil teams is by looking at
the West Province. In the 2003 season, there ardesims from the West
Province in the D1 competition: Stade Bandjoun,iRade Bafoussam, Sable de
Batie, Fovu de Baham, Bamboutos de Mbouda and Oriigie Bafang. All the
teams that are located in Bamileke land are spedsby the Bamileke them-
selves. These teams are traditional teams bechessduty executives’ tribal affi-
liation coincides with the ethnic group that isdted in the same area of the club.

It is the same thing as PWD Bamenda being run eyBdamendas or Victoria
United being run by the coastal Bakwerians. Alke,tivo most popular teams in
Yaoundé, Canon and Tonnerre, are associated wattottal Beti ethnic group.
These are all traditional teams.

However, the Bamileke also run Union de Douala Whi not located in
Bamileke territory. It is the area where the Duatal Bassa live. There is also a
Bamileke big man who is the club president of Resence de Ngoumou (Centre
Province). This is not Bamileke territory eithemdy of course, there is a Bami-
leke man running Olympique de Buea in an area wiieeBakwerians are the
sons of the soil. In short, these teams are nalitivaal teams.

In the 2003 season, there are about nine Bamilékemien who are club
presidents of teams in the first-division leagukaflis exactly 50 per cent of all
the teams in the D1 competition. Three of thesb phesidents are leading teams
in non-Bamileke areas. It is not only the fact ttiet West Province is so domi-
nant in today’s football that has made the othémiet groups weary of the
Bamileke, but also that the Bamileke are sponsoftgball elsewhere in the
country.

Traditionally, it has always been the Duala ands@asom Douala and the
Beti from Yaoundé that have dominated football ent@roon. These groups are
looking suspiciously at the Bamileke who are obslguaking over football in
the country. ‘The dislike felt by the citizens ofblala and Yaoundé for the
Bamileke ... offers a case in point. ... Indeeé, Bamileke-dominatetdnion of
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Douala climbed steadily in the first division betmel1967 and 1970, and such
was the pre-eminence of inter-ethnic antagonisnes avban loyalties that the
citizens of Douala preferred the national chamgignso be won by th€anon
the leading club of Yaoundé’ (Clignet & Stark 194486).

You can understand the agony of the people of Zowdlen you realize that
Union de Douala is one of the most successful cfudos this city. In contrast,
Dynamo de Douala, a traditional team associateld th# Bassa, is not nearly as
successful but far more popular in Douala nevee®ll think that there are also
Anglophones who have the same negative feelingarisvOlympique de Buea's
club president.

Football derbies and ethnicity

With respect to tribalism in football, one secondsion player told me that
there are two kinds of matches in Camerdng:matchesandimportant matches
The latter refers to matches at the end of the @tpetition, the matches in the
interpools, and the semi-finals and final of thepGaf Cameroon. These are
important matches because of the actual prizedvado

Big matches are matches between teams from the gdlage or town, pro-
vince or region. For instance, Canon de Yaoundéugefonnerre de Yaoundé
(the same town), Stade Bandjoun versus Racing deuBsam (the same pro-
vince) and PWD Bamenda versus Victoria United @ame region) are all big
matches. These matches are big because the pre$tmye ethnic group is at
stake. In short, these matches are called derbied hatches between teams
from the same town are called ‘true derbies’). Bigtches are always related to
ethnicity or tribalism.

We know that there are two kinds of ethnicity inn@aoon, one based on
language and the other based on tribal affiliatféinst, there is the division be-
tween the Anglophones and the Francophones. NkWid&cs (1997: 125) argue
that ‘in most contexts being Anglophone overriddeeodistinctions, and is used
widely both as a term of reference and of self-dapen’. Some people say that
these two groups can easily be regarded as twer@iff ethnic groups.

Second, there are about 250 ethnic groups livingameroon. The most pro-
minent ethnic groups in the history of footballfao have been the ethnic groups
| mentioned earlier, namely the Bassa and DuaéBtti and the Bamileke. On
a somewhat smaller scale, we can easily mentioB#meenda as well. In short,
these are the ethnic groups who live in the Cepitowince, the Littoral Province,
the West Province and the Anglophone zone of Capmerbhe ethnic groups in
the other provinces have never had much influemdeatball.
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The different types of derbies and, hence, thesgfit levels of support can be
explained by Evans-Pritchard’s (1940) descriptibrfission and fusion in Nuer
politics. Let me first explain how it works by loioky at the Anglophone zone. If
Prisons Buea played a match against Victoria Unitiediould be a match be-
tween the inland Bakwerians and the coastal BalameriLikewise, a match
between PWD Bamenda and Kumbo Strikers would beatchmbetween two
different Bamenda sub-groups. These derbies areciesized by the highest
amount of fission possible.

If Victoria United plays a match against PWD Bamgndowever, all the
Bakwerians will most likely support the team fronmbe in the same way as the
Bamendas would support their team. There is fusading place here because
the coastal and inland Bakwerians from the SoutlstWeovince have united for
90 minutes against the Bamendas from the North Westince. If PWD Ba-
menda had to play the final of the Cup of Cameragainst, say, Racing de
Bafoussam, more fusion will take place. It is lik¢hat the entire Anglophone
zone would support PWD Bamenda.

The same process occurs in the other provincesud étke, for instance, the
Beti of the Centre Province who are, as Vidacs Q2@Xxplains, not the homo-
geneous group they appear to be. ‘Their emergenderuhe collective name
Beti dates back to the 1982 rise to power of PayhBwvho is a Boulou. Tradi-
tionally, these societies of the southern foregiome of Cameroon were small,
autonomous, acephalous societies, with very l#dase of commonality’ (Ibid.:
102).

There are several sub-groups among the Beti whe baxen support to dif-
ferent clubs in the city of Yaoundé. For instartbe, Beti can be subdivided into
the Ewondo, the Eton and the Boulou. As Clignett&rls (1974: 416) explain,
‘... the Canonis the fiercest opponent of tA@nnerre and such are the asso-
ciated intra-ethnic conflicts between the Mvogatul éhe Mvog Ada — both sub-
groups of the Ewondo — that transfers of playees aimsidered and treated as
acts of “treason™.

The matches between Canon and Tonnerre de Yaoumdéha toughest
matches in the country. This is fission at its peath Beti sub-groups in fierce
opposition to one another. However, if Canon deWwva@ played in the final of
the Cup of Cameroon against Dynamo de Douala atjcpkarly, Union de
Douala, all the Beti inhabitants of the capital \oprobably lend their support
to Canon.

Likewise in Douala too, there are sub-groups whe associated with the
different teams in the city. As Clignet & Stark 7¥9 416) write, ‘... the rivalry
between th®©ryx, theLeopard and theCaimantended increasingly to supersede
traditional antagonisms among the three main |scdd-groups: the Bell, the
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Deido, and the Akwa'. But, again, if Dynamo de Diauaere to play in the final
of the Cup of Cameroon against PWD Bamenda or C8mort de Garoua, the
people from Douala would surein masssupport Dynamo.

Lastly, let us take a look at the Bamileke of thestVProvince. This is where
we see fission and fusion in its most extreme fdirhe term Bamileke unites a
number of groups from Cameroon’s Grassfields wkie in highly hierarchical
societies. However, these are fairly independeits wahich do not really con-
stitute a centralized whole’ (Vidacs 2000: 102). tha one hand, the Bamileke
man would like to support a Bamileke team wheraye a match against a non-
Bamileke team from outside the West Province. Gndtiner hand, fission is at
its greatest within the province and is causingBhaeileke teams difficulties in
winning their matches. Team manager Kalla of Olyqupi de Buea explains the
situation:

Normally, if there were no hatred in Camerooniaotiball, every year the champion would
come from the West Province. But the man from Saloles not want to see Racing. The
man from Racing does not want to see Unisport. mhaa from Unisport does not want to
see Bamboutos. The man from Bamboutos does not waste Fovu. So the man from
Sable wants to be at the top alone. The man frowu keants to be at the top. Everybody
wants to be at the top. So who will finally be e ttop? Nobody! They will use all their
powers to stop each other. There’s a total wade#he province. The teams are obstructing
each other spiritually, morally, financially. Theithe reason why Stade Bandjoun is going to
drop. It's because there is no agreement amontg#ims. They don't like each other. That's
why Coton Sport de Garoua and Canon de Yaoundé daavenopoly over Cameroon foot-
ball. They don’t have so many people to fight again

What the team manager is trying to say in the $asitences is that the six
Bamileke teams from the West Province have to flaymatches against one
another throughout the football season. We canadsiathe three non-traditional
Bamileke teams in Buea, Douala and Ngoumou. Thehmatbetween the Bami-
leke teams are, therefore, numerous and extremmeght

One particular story with regard to fission andidasneeds to be addressed
here. It relates to Racing de Bafoussam, one ofrtbst traditional teams in the
West Province. Because of its history, Racing de@Bssam should be the pro-
vince’s most popular club. This, however, is na ttase. Many Bamileke sup-
port their own teams in towns such as Baham, BafantyBatie and this has led
to a decline in support for the great club fromdefisam. On Friday we will see
how the supporters of Racing de Bafoussam are usitahcraft, sorcery and
black magic against some of the other Bamileke seam

Tribalism within the team

When | think about Essomba’s and Ashu’s footbaléess, it is obvious that they
have travelled a lot over the years. Essombajiested in his native town in the
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North West Province, signed for Kumbo Strikers,ntimoved to the capital to
play for Tonnerre de Yaoundé and finally landedthie town of Buea in the
South West Province. Ashu too went from his natwen in the North West
Province to clubs all over the country, includingy®@pique Mvolyé near Ya-
oundé, Unisport de Bafang and, of course, Buea Boybe southern Anglo-
phone zone. Sometimes they were the sons of thessaietimes they were the
strangers in the team.

The point is that an average football team con$tplayers from all over
Cameroon. Especially Olympique de Buea seems falbef Francophones who
were all born in faraway and completely differelstges.

In the ‘old days’, when Clignet & Stark wrote thaiticle (in 1974), they con-
cluded that players in the teams from West Cameveene less likely to be born
locally than players in the teams from East Camerdo fact, it was mostly the
old and traditional teams from Douala and Yaoundéne players tended to be
primarily recruited within the local area: ‘Whered@S per cent of the players
affiliated to the most prestigious and traditiotedms of Yaoundé and Douala
share the same ethnic origin, the correspondingepésiges drop significantly
among the more recent and less well-known teankor.theUnion of Douala,
the Aigle of N’Kongsamba, and th®iamant of Yaoundé, the corresponding
figures are 60, 50, and 33 per cent’ (Ibid.: 415).

These days the ethnic composition of the leadershimost Cameroonian
clubs may still coincide with the ethnic compositiof the local population but it
seems that this is increasingly no longer the cagarding the players in the
team. In other words, the club president and thmpeters of the team may be
sons of the soil but the players are more likelyo¢ostrangers from other tribal
areas. Indeed, as Vidacs (2000: 107) argueseams$ and especially coaches,
who do much of the recruiting, are often willingftod the best players regard-
less of ethnic origin’.

There is a positive side to this story. Footballatcertain extent, supersedes
ethnicity because Essomba, Ashu and all the otlages meet and interact with
people from all over the country. It leads to ‘asgsing of boundaries on the level
of the everyday practice of the sport’ (Vidacs 20007). Within Olympique de
Buea, for example, Essomba interacts with Bassf, Bakwerians, Bamileke,
and so on. In short, football ‘... creates linkagesong people who would not
otherwise be linked. In the course of a sportingeg football players come into
contact with a great many people from all walkéifef (Vidacs 2000: 107). Both
Ashu and Essomba have played in the Francophonefp#re country, learned
to speak French, and have met numerous differeyglpalong the way.

There is, however, also a negative side to thisystéirst, most of the club
executives still select players because of thénakraffiliation. For instance,
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when the club president at Olympique de Buea lafidjoun to settle in Buea, he
took many Bamileke players with him. Also, the teamnager and the vice-
president brought some players from their own NAMbst Province along.
Equally, the former coach of Olympique de Buea peadly selected many of his
own players. ‘When a coach moves to another clatplayer with Buea Boys
told me, ‘he always takes some players along. Whese players hear that they
are in the team, they just pack their bags, gagsirdo the office and sign their
contract, because the coach has already said: {3ms/ player!” This is pure
tribalism. Some of the players in the team are selected because of their
football skills but because of their ethnic backgrds.

Second, players may be moving from one club totaraind meeting people
with different tribal affiliations, but this doesshmean that they will always be
friends with one another. We have seen the probleehween the Anglophones
and Francophones within both Olympique de BueaBueh Boys. | have not
heard anything about possible tensions betweernemaffom different ethnic
groups within the team of Olympique de Buea though.

Within Buea Boys, however, there are not only peald between the two
language groups but also between the Bamenda an@adksa players. There
seem to be quite a lot of players from both areaheé team. Ashu told me that
the assistant coach used to be the head coaclk@tUTiited where there hap-
pened to be a lot of Bassa players. When the cledtithat team and went to
Buea, he took many of these players with him.

The Bassa players in Buea Boys feature in the stdyy in which | noticed
that different ethnic groups within the team coaldsh with one another. Buea
Boys went to the national interpools in 2002. Téwm played three matches and
managed to win two of them and draw one. They hdg one match to play.
Winning this match would mean that Buea Boys hadanato the semi-finals of
the interpools. But their opponents happened tB\W® Bamenda. Ashu and the
team manager of Buea Boys told me this story:

The match against PWD Bamenda was a crucial onédir teams. Two times before we

could not qualify for the first division, but noweareally had the chance to make it. The

problems occurred when our head coach had to lEave few days. Buea Boys has an

Executive Board with about five big men. It was mhoshe members of the Board who

caused us to be defeated in the interpools in 20@&. before the match against PWD, the

Bassa players went to the members of the Boardrtgplain about the Anglophones, speci-

fically the players from Bamenda. According to Beessa players, the Bamenda players had

sold the match. They supposedly took money from PB&Mnenda to let them win the
match. The members of the Board did not consulh#as coach and decided to leave all the

Anglophones out that day. Normally there were #inglophones in the team, but now there

were mostly Bassa players on the field. We lostnilaéch two goals to nil. PWD Bamenda
went to the first-division league at our expense.
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However, although the coup was forced by the Bptsgers and was directed
against the Bamendas, it was also a clash betwesmcdéphones and Anglo-
phones. In fact, Ashu and the team manager useddh#s Bassa/Francophones
and Bamenda/Anglophones interchangeably througth@ustory. The story also
tells us that there is a relationship between lisbaand corruption. In fact, a
similar incident occurred in 1979 when PWD Bamelah in the final of the
Cup of Cameroon to Dynamo de Douala. While thestat a Bassa team, ...
rumors ran high about a Bassa player in PWD Baméagang sold the match’
(Nkwi & Vidacs 1997: 127). We will hear more abazdrruption in the next
chapter.

It is after nine o’clock. ‘I have to go,” Essombays. ‘It's getting late.” I'm
quite surprised to hear that he wants to go homeady, especially since there is
no training session in the morning. Later on, bfiout that his real motivation
involved a girl. 1 myself jump into bed not longtaf we have said goodbye
because | have decided to train with Buea Boykemtorning.
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There is a knock on my door. Another knock. Andimaghopen the door of my
room, still only half dressed and very sleepy. BEds® and a few other players
are standing on my porch. ‘What is this?’ Essomddes ane. ‘The sun is already
up. And you should be too!

Essomba steps into my room. He looks around, aggthimspecting the place,
and then he turns his attention to me. ‘This plad®o dirty! Look at your bed,
your closet, your stove! There are ants all overfibor, even on your desk. How
can you live in a place like this?’ | have comeahimk of the ants as part of the
interior decoration, but Essomba seems to be daffereht opinion. ‘I know you
have a girlfriend. Why doesn’t she tidy up the pl2id am feeling a little uncom-
fortable. ‘I don't think she will do anything abonty room,’ | reply. ‘Why not?’
Essomba asks me. ‘Because she has to go to thersibyvin the morning.’

| hear laughter outside. The players on my porehstiaking their heads. Es-
somba is unstoppable now. ‘So? Why doesn’t shenclka house before she
leaves? She is not behaving like a normal Cameaoogirl! And you, you
should say something about it. Or else | will" ‘Nao,’ | say. ‘It's okay. | don’t
want her to do it. | will clean the place myseESsomba is getting upset now.
‘Are you crazy? No! | will ask the landlady herestie can send her daughters to
come and clean your house’’

Essomba says that | still have a lot of thingsetrh about Cameroon. In time,
he and other players will give me lessons in hovhaodle girls, particularly
regarding household matters. For now, Essomba sniddim mates came to tell
me that there will be a special training sessi@ayo ‘You should come and pick
me up around two-thirty.’
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Ashu looks tired. | have just met up with him in M Stadium where Buea
Boys is about to start a training session. It @iad eight o’clock in the morning.
‘| did not sleep well,” he says. ‘I just heard tmay fiancée is very sick. She is in
hospital in my hometown. She normally stays at rmmepts’ place.’

Unfortunately, the financial difficulties in Bueaols have not been solved.
The players are far from happy with the meagre FGFOO0 they got the other
day. Ashu went to see the head coach last nigtaldithe coach that the players
need money, he explains. ‘They are worried. Thayehto feed themselves. A
few players have a wife in another town and somief even have children. |
want to go to my hometown to visit my fiancée. Wheyo, | have to take money
for her and for my family. In Africa, it's traditioto send money to relatives. It's
also tradition to bring food and other stuff to yqarents’ house. But at the
moment | do not even have money for transport.’

Soon | will find out that Ashu has several otheslgems as well.

Ashu’s black-out

The Buea Boys players are sitting in the shadéénniiddle of the stand. The
assistant coach is waiting for them to come onw fiteld but nobody is res-
ponding. Team captain Ashu is talking to the play@®r rather, he is giving a
strong speech, sometimes speaking English, sometirench. It appears that
the players who did not want to play the matchesrame also decided to stop
training as long as there is no money. ‘This isthetsolution,” Ashu says. ‘The
money will come soon, you have to believe me. Bui gannot give up now.
The team needs everybody.’

‘Most of us come to the training session withowgdkfast,” one of the players
replies. ‘Many of us only eat twice a day, and tisstly only a little food. How
can we train when there’s no money for us to buyd® The majority of the
players agree with him. “You don’t solve anything ot playing or training,’
Ashu says. ‘You have to train, even if it's only fourself.’

The captain now addresses one of the older plagetise team. ‘Please say
something from your own experience, something wiitmake the youngsters
feel at ease.” The older player agrees with capdainu that the players cannot
afford to stop participating in the training sessipbut he adds that a solution
needs to be found quickly.

‘All of this is troubling me,” Ashu tells me whenemvalk onto the field. ‘I
cannot motivate them much longer. I'm having praideexplaining to my team
mates why they should keep on playing. You see,tmbshose players have
only had a very low-level education. They don’t argland me, so they get

angry.’
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The assistant coach is leading today’s trainingabse the head coach is busy
with organizational aspects of the club. We ardomna tough training session
today, especially since it is already swelteringbt in the stadium. The coach
orders us to run around the field and tells usadagter after each round. After a
while, he starts clocking the players and increglgistarts to shout at the players
who are a bit slower than the rest. Ashu is withay doubt the fastest player
today. Later on | find out that he wants to prowedelf to the assistant coach
who seems to be in charge of the team because @fttbence of the head coach.
Even though Ashu has an excellent relationship wighhead coach, he is being
criticized openly by the assistant coach becauskalsenot scored any goals for
several matches in a row.

After about an hour there is a bit of chaos andfuian at a corner of the
field. One of the players has fainted. He is lyamgthe ground, out of breath, and
covered in sweat. A couple of players run off ticliewater from a large bucket
near the centre circle. Then, to my surprise, #raesthing happens to Ashu. He
crashes onto the field and for a while, he is catghy out of this world. Three of
his team mates lift him up and carry him off top@tsunderneath the stand. He is
slowly drinking water from a plastic cup. His teanates assure me that he will
be okay soon.

Since Ashu is too weak to play on, | agree to @skion back to his com-
pound. We cross the main road and walk into ary alleich takes us into the
guarter. Soon we pass a huge compound where thwitpaf the Buea Boys
players live. They hang around that particular arest of the time, sitting on
their porches, calling for girls, playing local dagames and so on. Ashu says
that the club takes care of housing for all itsypla and that two players have to
share one room. Apart from the fact that it savesey, this is also said to im-
prove unity within the team.

A little further from the compound is Ashu’s roomhich he also shares with
one other player. The interior decoration is whatwould call minimalist: there
is one large bed, a drawer, a closet for his ckotred a carpet on the floor. Ashu
must be the only player in town without any footlpaisters in his room. Instead
he has three huge Bollywood film posters on thd.wal

The toilet is somewhere in the compound, Ashu explaVhen he wants to
cook, he uses a small portable stove in a corndreofoom. What about bathing
or washing clothes? ‘There’s a well a few hundregtaers from my house,’ he
says. ‘You just fill a bucket with water to washuyself and to clean your foot-
ball jersey. | usually send one of the landlordaighters to fetch water for me.
They will do that for me since I'm a senior.’

‘How much do you pay for the room?’ | ask him. ‘Thioom costs me about
FCFA 10,000 a month. Most players occupy cheapemsy usually around
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FCFA 5,000 to 7,000 per month. But the club taka® ©f our rent.” And how
did you find the room? ‘It's the supporters and president of the supporters
union who find rooms for the players.’ The supp@tgeem to help the players in
a lot of different ways. It is not uncommon for popters to invite players for
lunch or dinner and for drinks in the bar. Also,emhthe players are walking off
the field after a match, the supporters usuallg ghem some money for food.

Footballers and girls

‘Life’s not easy for us in the second division, lAssays, when we are sitting on
his bed. ‘The head coach promised me that he wgwie me some money to
visit my fiancée. But I'm not sure if that moneylMde enough for the journey to
the North West Province.” He says that most of pheyers with Buea Boys
suffer from a lack of money. Many players are siggagbto send money and
items to their families in the villages. Most oéth have little brothers and sisters
who need food, clothing, shoes and the like — aafpgedf the father has passed
away.

Then, secondly, the players have to take care aif thife, fiancée or girl-
friend who stays with them in Buea or is in anottoevn. Ashu guesses that there
are four or five players in Buea Boys who are adfig married. A few of them
even have children. The captain says that a pattteokignature premium goes
directly to the girl and her parents. During thethmll season the player has to
send part of his match bonuses and training alleesio his wife.

What every player wants is to get into a first-giwn club where he receives a
high signature premium. His wife can then use tloney as capital to start a
small business, such as keeping a phone booth ewimgp a hair saloon. Most
players in the second division, however, can hapitywide for themselves, let
alone their girlfriends and families. That is whizdve heard the following state-
ment countless times during my stay in Buea. ‘Me&ha manage life!’

But there is another side to this story and thee &volves girls. Most players
have only one official wife or girlfriend but théyave several girlfriends on the
side as well. One funny example is my frequentsteinge encounters on the
main road with one of the older Buea Boys playelis. name is Joseph. Every
time we passed each other on the street, he hadea lgis side and he would ask
only one question. ‘Arnold, | want you to meet myl!gNow tell me, have you
ever seen me with another girl?” Considering thkcdi nature of the whole
situation — the girl was listening too — | had teegbut one answer. ‘No, Joseph,
never!” ‘You are right,” he would reply. ‘This wi&tman would not lie to me. I'm
not like the other players. | don’'t go out of th@use much. All | do is eat, sleep
and practice football.” The girl then smiled anéitbky went. But it turned out he
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wasjust like the other players, especially becausevbeld ask me this question
in front of adifferentgirl nearly every week.

‘Girls just like football players,” Ashu says. ‘Thevill come to you after the
match to make an appointment. The players donh éxave to look for girls, the
girls come and look for them.” Ashu, who knows mdhings as captain, says
that these girlfriends support the players in teowhdood and money. Joseph
explains what usually happens on a first date. ties bhe girl a soda, talks to her
and walks her back to her house. The next time thegt somewhere, he will
make sure that she pays for everything. ‘Do thks ginow that the players have
other girlfriends as well?’ | ask him. ‘Most of timedo, yes,” Joseph replies. ‘It
even gets to the point that the girls are numbarexder of importance. Some of
those girls even know which number they are.’

| have learned a lot about ‘handling’ girls fronetfootball players, at least in
the way they are accustomed to. All of them told tmet, to put it bluntly, in
Cameroon the men are in control of women, mearhagthe man is always the
one who makes the decisions. Therefore it is Hisag® a man to make so-called
programmes to which the girls have to abide. Séwgrs, including Essomba’s
wife, even told me that this is what they expeca ofian.

So when a guy meets a girl, he would say sometlikegthis. ‘1 am a busy
man. | don’t have a lot of time. Therefore | willvg you a programme so that
you know when we can meet.’ Ashu explains it asofe$. ‘One of my team
mates used to say to a girl: “You can only comelarsdays and Thursdays. |
am very busy during the rest of the week, so it idre useless to come and
look for me. | don’t want any untimely visits. | ®fdo want any surprises.”

Such ‘programmes’ are solely meant to prevent tiwbrignds finding out
about each other. This is also the reason why plagers do not meet up with
the girls in their own rooms. Such encounters, h@aredo happen. ‘When they
meet coincidentally,” Ashu explains, ‘we call itraffic jam. You hear something
like: “I had a traffic jam this morning at the jumn.” These things always
happen. It's only how much the girl loves him aredt Imterest in being with him.
They quarrel and after one or two weeks she coraek.blhen the girl knows
that when she is there the other one is not aedjbes on.’

So what happens when two players in the same teaimotit that they are
sleeping with the same girl? This apparently hapgden PWD Kumba at a time
when the spiritual adviser, whom we will meet latar was the head coach:

When | was the coach of PWD Kumba, | had a proldetaveen my two best attackers. One
of them went out with a certain girl. At some poihé girl also started going out with the
other attacker. He did not know about his team mafeer some time, the girl was in the
room of attacker no 1 when attacker no 2 droppetbbyisit him. Attacker no 2 heard the
girl’s voice and ordered her to open the door. inehappened to like the guy outside more
than the guy inside, so she opened the door. Adtamix 1 and attacker no 2 started fighting.
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When | found out about the issue, | called for givk | said: “You have to make a choice,
because you cannot date both of them.” The girl tf®se attacker no 2.

Now, PWD Kumba was playing an important match. éthe time we were leading one goal
to nil. But the club president was very angry witk. “Why is it that my two best attackers
are not playing?” | explained the situation to hut he refused to listen. So | put both
players in the field. The opponents scored the lempraThe president came back to me and
demanded an explanation. | said: “These two plagerét like each other, so they will never
give each other the ball. When they are both onfild, we cannot win.” The president
agreed that one of the players should be changed.

After the match | called for the players. | saibliekt training session | want you all to bring
your girlfriends to the field, so that everybodyokrs who belongs to whom.” Many players
asked me: “Which one should | bring, coach?” | s&fbu have to bring your number one
girlfriend, the most important one, your fiancée tlee one with whom you have a child.”
After that there were no more problems.

Girls can lead to problems within a team but thay also be a problem for
individual players. The latter is related to thetfthat girls bring about a para-
doxical situation. A player who is successful i tteam is a popular man in
town. A popular player attracts a lot of girls. @3e girls just want to hang
around you so that they go out with a star play®shu says.

Being successful means that the player is populdrhas the girls, but it also
means that he has to train very hard to stay ipeshBut how can you play good
football when you have all these girls? And theawhcan you have the girls
when you start playing badly? ‘If you have sex wgins now and again, you
grow weak,” Ashu says. ‘It's a long-term effect. thet moment you think you're
strong. Meanwhile, you are breaking down your gjtenAfter two years you
drop and you will find it very difficult to regaiyiour normal level again.’ In the
end, it is up to the coach to impose disciplinen@nplayers by forbidding them
to have many girlfriends.

It is disturbing to hear, though, that most of thayers do not use condoms.
At least, that is what Ashu claims. ‘There wasnaetiwhen the coach and | gave
away condoms to the players for free,” he sayst Bknow that most of them
just take them home and leave them lying in a draiMeey think it's too much
of a hassle to use condoms.’” Joseph, Essomba &ed ghyers in Buea con-
firmed this view. The fact that the players havdtipke girlfriends in their town
of residence, see girls in the towns where they phatches and also change
clubs and therefore towns almost every other sekesas me to think that they
could be responsible for spreading HIV/AIDS in toantry in the same way that
truck drivers in most of Africa do.

| can see that Ashu is feeling a lot better alreadywe agree to meet again in
the evening.
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Players and godfathers

First-division players definitely have more luxureoaccommodation compared
to the Buea Boys players. The difference is obviehen | visit Essomba in his
room. It includes a bathroom and a cooking stouédl, $he room cannot be
larger than 15 square metres. The price of the ydéssomba says, is FCFA
15,000 per month and is paid by the club.

Essomba confirms Ashu’s story by saying that heha® the responsibility of
taking care of his wife and child. ‘My wife’s livqnin Yaoundé and | pay for her
house,’ he tells me. ‘She’s a student at the usityerl also have a junior brother
in the village who likes playing football. So | bimwm jerseys and boots. And |
have to look after my little daughter.” Essombareates that about five players
in Olympique de Buea are married. Only one wifeualty lives with a player
here in Buea. Many players have children aroundcthentry and most of them
take care of them financially.

Yesterday Essomba and | discussed the role oflisiban the team. There is
something else going on in and around the foottlalbs which is a form of
corruption, namely nepotism. Generally speakinghbwepotism and tribalism
refer to the politics of favouring family and frigs for specific positions, regard-
less of their education, expertise and experie@ree could also describe it as
favouritism. It is said that this happens a lothe current government of Presi-
dent Biya, who seems to favour his own Beti ethgnoup above others when
considering high-level appointments.

We have seen relevant examples in the previousteh@yednesday) when
we discussed the problems between Anglophones amdcéphones and the
dominance of certain ethnic groups over others. Wwhikings of tribalism were
especially visible during the recruitment periodenhclub executives brought
their own players into a team. From the perspeabivéhe players themselves,
these club executives could be labelled as ‘godfath

The concept of the godfather, however, surpasses tribalism in the sense
that the godfather and the player are not necégsshnically related to each
other. In both cases, though, the player is pui atteam through outside in-
fluences and not necessarily because of his fdotkdls. A player with Buea
Boys explains how it works through the analogyhafriote

If you want to succeed in African football, you desomebody to push you forward. This
could be somebody in the team, a coach or a managaould be someone who has a say in
the team. This person will make sure that you pteywill write a note for the coach, saying
that this is my brother, cousin or friend, and Inivim to be included in the team. Since he
is a big man, you will be fine. If a club signs @layers | know that they will sign 25 players
because of their skills and 15 players becausleedf tonnections.

For me, | wanted to play at a certain club in thetN. Luckily my sister was married to the
governor of the province. | went to see my sisteold her that | have indulged myself in
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football and that | wanted to play with the teanthe area. My sister wrote me a note and
then sent me to the director of the local Minisifyyouth and Sports.

| went to see the director, introduced myself aadeghim the note. This is authority! This is
a note from the governor of the province. The doesent me to the training ground with
another note. | presented the note to the coaghsliselected instantly.

A godfather can also be someone from outside thie. .ccording to Ashu,
he was selected for many teams because of his odfather — who he referred
to as his tutor or guidance in football — who isaptain in the army. Ashu says
that the man likes to see him play football and sed his influence to find a
suitable team. The captain in the army also madeAshu was selected by Buea
Boys.

In Cameroon, it is normal for a club to organizarting sessions for about a
month in order to select the right players for team. The club announces the
start of the recruitment period over the radio. igldedy can come and try to get
into the team. Ashu usually went to the traininguyrd with a letter from the
army captain. He was always selected. Of coursky Agshes to emphasize that
such a letter or note is merely an extra incenfivethe coach to recruit him. If
he were a bad player, such a note would not haleetidrim. A coach needs to
think about creating a strong team as well.

Godfathers can thus be club executives or captaitise army, but they can
also be businessmen or any other powerful pers@oarety. Not only can the
godfather arrange to get his player selected team, he can also make sure that
his player is among the players who go to a ma&hgodfather will meet up
with the coach,” Joseph says, ‘and he will say: at#going on? Why is my boy
not playing? | need to see him play.” The coacH sal: “Okay, next match |
will let him play.”

Although he will never admit it, Essomba too enjdlge protection and in-
fluence of a godfather. | noticed it when we weigtwvg the vice-president of
Olympique de Buea at his house one day. | alreadyvkthat the team manager
came from the same ethnic group as Essomba bppésaas that the same is true
of the vice-president. Some time from now, Essomllamake an appointment
with the vice-president over the phone becausd, @gerheard, he wanted to
discuss some issues. Both of us were greeted elahoand Essomba especially
was treated as though he was the vice-presideatis ‘Blow are things?’ the
vice-president asked. ‘Not so good,” Essomba rdpliehaven’t been playing for
a while and | don’t understand why. It's becaussrdls a new coach.’ ‘This is a
disgrace! the vice-president fumed. ‘Who doeshiek he is? He has no right to
treat you like that. Don’t you worry; | will takeace of it.” Not long afterwards,
Essomba was playing matches again.

In the end, the godfather does not actually giveegao the right people but
instead uses his influence to have a player selaote a club or for a particular
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match. The coach is in one way or another forceagtee to the demands of the
godfather. In this sense, the coach has no optibmoldeviate from the tactics he
himself had in mind.

Supporters too can influence the coach if they veaoértain player to be on
the field. They can give the coach money or aagirthey can simply threaten to
beat him up if he does not comply with their dengnkhis means that the coach
is under constant pressure from the club presi@end usually interferes during
matches), godfathers and supporters.

Corrupt club executives

Nepotism is part of a broader concept called caiwap which could be loosely
defined as ‘the use of public office for privatargaSince Cameroon is one of
the most corrupt countries in the world (accordiogTransparency Interna-
tional's Corruption Perception Index) it comes assuirprise that corruption is
part and parcel of everyday life.

| noticed cases of corruption in government depants) in the job market, in
the local university, and also in the police for€®r instance, one time | was
watching a European Champions League match with ainthe Buea Boys
players. All of a sudden, a group of soldiers esdeihe bar and arrested every-
body who could not present valid ID. These raidspea frequently, not because
the law enforcers are looking for criminals but dngse it is an easy way for them
to make money. Unfortunately | was arrested as foelfailing to take my pass-
port to the bar. A couple of bystanders advisedtneay the soldiers FCFA
5,000 or FCFA 10,000. This is the only way to getingelf out of this mess, they
argued. Luckily, the player from Buea Boys had vedrsome mutual friends in
town, some of whom were high-placed big men. Whess¢ men showed up,
they convinced the soldiers to release me.

Football is no exception when it comes to corruptias team manager Kalla
of Olympique de Buea tells me. ‘Everybody in fodkba corrupt — from the
president of FECAFOOT to the last player in theglea In Cameroon we be-
lieve that if you give something, you should geimsthing in return. In your
case, when you're doing research and are talkingotoebody, he will expect
that afterwards you will give him money for it. Viiee not prepared to do some-
thing for nothing. It’s in the blood of all Camergans.’

At a more general level, Bayart (1993: xvii) argtiest practices of corruption
can be described as the ‘politics of the belly’.Gameroon, he says, ‘.they
know that “the goat eats where it is tethered” #rat those in power intend to
“eat™:
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It refers chiefly to the food shortages which aik so0 much a part of life in Africa. Getting
food is often a problem, a difficulty and a woret, very often, the term “eating” conveys
desires and practices far removed from gastronétbgve all, it applies to the idea of accu-
mulation, opening up possibilities of social mayiland enabling the holder of power to “set
himself up” ... “Belly” also of course refers to cotpnce — fashionable in men of power. It
refers also to nepotism which is still very muckaaial reality with considerable political
consequences. (Ibid.: xviii)

Of course, ‘those in power’ are not necessarilytio@ns but could very well
be club executives. Indeed, the phrase ‘to eat’ wsasl by people in Buea when-
ever a club executive (supposedly) misused clubeyday pocketing it for pri-
vate use.

Some players have told me that the technical direat Olympique de Buea
has abused his role as a recruiter. He adoptedairceolicy to be able to put a
significant amount of money, given to him by thalclpresident, into his own
pocket. It is said that the technical director reee a lot of money (some say
FCFA 70 million, more than € 100,000) at the begigrof this season to recruit
players. This is what the director supposedly saiseveral players: ‘I want you
in my team and your signature premium will be FCFAnillion (€ 4,500). But |
will take half of your signature premium. You cather take this offer or leave.’
The technical director will then go to the club gpdent to say that he has con-
tracted a player for FCFA 5 million (€ 7,600) whitereality it was only FCFA 3
million. In this way, he is able to collect evenmaanoney.

Apparently, the technical director has been verthesiastic in recruiting
players because this year Olympique de Buea — aalwady know — has far
more players than the average team in Cameroors ¢thild mean that the
director was able to collect a lot of money for keti but, of course, it is difficult
to prove such matters. In any case, Essomba has helden his contempt for
the technical director. ‘He’s a crook; he’s a vbad man!’

Both Ashu and Joseph confirm this kind of corruptiny saying that such
things also occur within Buea Boys. ‘You can gdhe coach,’ Joseph says, ‘and
discuss with him that if you sign for FCFA one moil (€ 1,520), he will get
FCFA 500,000. If the coach accepts your offer, lietake you to the president
and say: “He is a good player. We have to selent’hiSo it is also possible for
players to willingly make financial deals with tewtal directors or coaches to
get into a team. In the end, the person who doesrajority of the recruiting
probably gets the most money.

Joseph gives me a story of the corruption involden he was trying to get
selected by Buea Boys. ‘There were players who w#szing money and | did
not, so the coaches didn't want to select me. Butleead coach, who is a
German, did not know African tradition — he wastjdsing his job. He said:
“Write his name on the list.” But the other coaclutdn’t write my name but
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instead put the names of their own players onigteSo when they called out the
list in public, my name was not there. | went te tBerman coach and wished
him good luck. He said: “What’s the problem?” I&diMy name is not on the
list.” He called for the other coaches. They shiythad forgotten my name. The
coach made them cancel another name and he putomitine list.’

There is a lot of corruption within the organizatiof football clubs. We have
seen that the technical director and the coachtalee money from players in
return for being selected in a team. | also hedrdases of corruption in other
circumstances. For instance, it is said that thanftial problems within Olym-
pigue de Buea are related to the technical dire®it know that whenever the
president is out of the country on business, thestechnical director who takes
care of money matters. While the president gives imoney to pay match bo-
nuses and training allowances, it is generally vstded that he puts some of this
money into his own pocket. He usually gets awayhwtitbecause it is difficult
for players to prove the corruption.

This week’s dismissal of the Olympique de Buea bdaallegedly related to
corruption practices. The story goes that the cdaqt some money for himself
— money that was intended to pay the native ddotohis ‘magic’ services. | do
not know if the dismissal of the team manager &wednedical doctor are related
to corruption charges as well.

Both Ashu and Joseph told me that the match ag®wAD Bamenda during
the 2002 interpools involved a lot of corruptioBirice the match was very im-
portant, the president promised us FCFA 100,0005&) each if we won the
match. The members of the Executive Board pullemesdricks so that they
could keep the money. It is said that the execata@d the match because they
wanted us to lose the match. If we had won the madley were supposed to pay
us all that money. If we lost the match, they cduddp it for themselves.’

These cases, though not based on solid factsjs¢lat corruption in football
can be negative for a team’s efforts to win matcl@st, corruption during the
recruitment period does not lead to the selectiahe best players but mostly to
the selection of players who pay the most monegof®, the role of the god-
father is usually negative, since the coach iseédno select players for his team
or put players in the match squad who are not isac#g the best ones. Third, it
cannot be but a bad thing when club executives tageey that is intended for
players for their own private use. Players will betdoing their very best during
matches for financial reasons. The last case coimgematch bonuses is an
example of losing matches through corruption. Alifo the impressive match
bonus was supposed to be a motivation for playetsyrned against them when
other people supposedly wanted the money for thisese
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The grand match

Essomba and | have decided to rest for a whileoigef fall asleep on the bed, |
notice many posters on the wall with mostly Europtsams. He appears to have
taken them from the French magaz@eze For Essomba and the other players
in Buea, Europe is the place they ultimately wango. The players in Buea
know everything about the European leagues andpearoclubs and really seem
to keep themselves informed about the latest fdlotlesvs. Since the players do
not have a television at home, they usually visg Paramount Hotel in Buea
where they watch Canal Plus for the foreign fodtbampetitions — mainly those
in Europe. The French competition is probably thestypopular football league
here in Cameroon.

Locally, the television network Cameroon Radio dmdevision (CRTV) has
three weekly football programmeSou Fou Foot(in French),Sports Panorama
(French/English) andsports Vision(English). Sometimes they show matches
from the local D1 competition, mainly matches thave been played in Douala,
Yaoundé and Garoua. CRTV is also responsible forthe matches of the
Indomitable Lions. Every national team match in #fgcan Cup of Nations, the
World Cup and the Confederations Cup is in the baoflthe state-owned
CRTV.

An incident during the match between Cameroon araxiBin the Confede-
rations Cup made me realize how passionate Camarm@are about football.
Every Thursday evening Buea is in darkness becalis@ energy-saving pro-
gramme. This means no street lights, no radio, eoropeiter and certainly no
television. Apparently, the managers at the poweengany were unaware of the
football match and shut off the electricity. Withimnutes, Essomba and | could
see most of Buea’'s inhabitants running up and dilv@mmain road looking for a
place with an emergency power generator. Grou@ngfy people were already
walking up the road to attack the power companyfic® when the managers
realized their mistake and corrected it just inetim

It is three o’clock in the afternoon. Essomba ahdve arrived at the stadium.
A number of supporters in the stadium are waitiog @lympique de Buea to
start the grand match. In fact, the reserves’ besatompletely surrounded by
supporters as if they are making the decisiongatsof the coach.

The temperature must be around 30 degrees Celdale out a small tube of
sun lotion and start rubbing it on my arms and fa¢e activity of the white man
attracts an inquisitive crowd — as if | am rubbsmmne secret ointment on my
body. Such ointments, however, are thought to geeea more spiritual result
than | expect of my sun lotion. Some players ingyanant to know what | am
doing. ‘Oh, nothing much, it's just to protect merh the sun. White men burn,
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you know.’” ‘Burn?’ The futility of my explanatiorsiclear when looking at their
faces.

The coach has divided the team into two groupsloplayers. One of the
assistant coaches will act as a temporary refdilee.grand match is just like a
regular match with the exception that there is imgtlat stake. For the players,
however, this match is utterly serious because ithibeir chance to get them-
selves selected for Sunday’s match. The coach tdmlply already formulated
his tactics for the upcoming match against Bambod®Mbouda. Now it is time
to find out which players fit into his system ofpland which players are physi-
cally fit.

The supporters, too, are discussing the qualitie$ shortcomings of the
players. | find out that there is something of atooversy between the two main
goalkeepers of Olympique de Buea. As we alreadykribe technical director
attracted a well-known goalkeeper from Coton SgerGaroua. He is now strug-
gling to be the number one in the squad at theresgoef the older goalkeeper.
One of Olympique de Buea’'s weaknesses, so the s@ppsay, is the defence.
Some of the defenders have the dubious qualitetihg through attackers on
the opposing team a bit too often. It is said, giguhat the real weakness of the
team is its midfield.

Today the supporters are mainly focused on thelksdta. As a result of the
recruitment policy, the coach has at least sevesd gitackers at his disposal.
The problem is, though, that these players aresooting goals as often as they
should. Particularly last year’s top scorer, thaypl from Racing de Bafoussam,
certainly has not lived up to expectation this seag&\nd then there is the captain
of the team. He is always the subject of gossipesthe president of the club is
trying to ‘sell’ him to a club abroad.

The coach’s player

As we know already, the grand match is a way ferdbach to select his players
for the next match. To return to matters of coruptwe now know that the
coach does not only look at the football skillsloé players. First, the coach can
be put under pressure by a player’s godfather tdoo in the squad. Second, as
it is generally understood that all the players wwanplay the match, there is a
specific form of corruption between the coach dreglayers in the team.

It is here that we discover the issue of toach’s playeror, put differently,
the son of the coach. These players are the codatairites, sometimes be-
cause they are from the same ethnic group or areanbstly because they give
the coach money on a regular basis. Such a plajleawtomatically be selected
for an official match. The player, who then colkette match bonus, has to give
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half of it to the coach as part of the deal. Fathiqmayer and coach this is a win-
win situation because if the coach does not selextplayer, the latter cannot
receive any money at all and the coach cannotatdtialf of something that is
not there.

There will always be a few players who pay the bo@oney in order to play.
Usually these players are fairly young and inexgered. The reasoning is that
an experienced player will have more chance ofirgettelected for the match
because of his football qualities. Unlike the olded experienced player, the
younger player still has to prove himself. He c#thex decide to wait and see
whether the coach will select him or he can spgedhe process by offering
money. However, corrupting the coach does not sacidg involve money.
Sometimes the player offers the coach a girl oretbing else. ‘You can give the
coach a bottle of wine to keep him happy and makethink about you,” Joseph
says.

To me it was strange that everybody seemed to la@eanf who the coach’s
players were and who were not. ‘Is it not a setted®k Joseph. ‘Why? There is
nothing hidden! he replies. ‘Sometimes you wilegbe coach selecting a player
who is inferior to the one on the bench. Sometigmssee the coach giving taxi
money to a few players, while the training allonesmare not there.’

The spiritual adviser confirms this explanationhéfe is no secret under the
sun. The only secret is in the grave where people Istopped talking and listen-
ing. Most of these players are not doing this beedhey want to. Nobody wants
to see other players take FCFA 20,000 for themselale he has to give the
coach FCFA 10,000. So he has to discuss his griegawith at least one person.
And this person too has his own person with whonshees his secrets. That's
how the secret comes out. That's how people knang#y

When the coach accepts money from players, hetpuoiself in an awkward
situation. On the one hand, he wants to have a$ maney as possible. There-
fore he will try to get money from many players nypmising to select them for
the match. However, if the coach accepts money taoymany players, it means
that the team will consist of too many average @lay The coach then puts in
jeopardy his primary goal, namely winning the mat€thus the dilemma is to
make sure that he collects enough money and aame time makes the team
strong enough to be sure of victory.

The coach can solve the problem by adding thesgedato the squad but
leaving most of them on the bench during the malichthis case, the players
receive the match bonus and the coach gets hie,shhile the other objective —
winning the match — is also accomplished. ‘The bozan just keep the player on
the reserves’ bench,” Joseph says. ‘He knows thatmhatch is more than the
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player’'s capacity. So he cannot play because taehcwill not want to lose the
match. That's why not all the players who give mopteecoaches can play.’

Joseph continues by saying that the coach can sab@ the problem by
creating a team with a majority of good players arfdw average players. ‘The
coach knows that he has eight good players oni¢tee fThis means that in the
team there are eight players who can give him tb®ny and three of them are
just average.” So the coach will probably not fhe tvorst players on the field
because the risk of losing is too great. A certagthanism thus ensures that this
kind of corruption does not get out of hand.

When the ninety minutes are over, everybody ledivedield — the players to
take a shower, the coaches to discuss tacticshensgupporters to get a drink in
one of the many bars around the stadium. Essomib& walk down the road to
his compound. As usual, many people on the sideeofoad are calling out his
name and those of other players as they pass ly.nidbt easy to prevent him
from stopping every other second because his egasiare focused on girls than
anything else. He first makes a date with a gid imair saloon who, as he claims,
calls him after every training session. A few hwattmetres further, Essomba is
talking to another girl, who appears to have bdsmdason for going home early
yesterday evening.

When we reach his compound, he tells me that twvdlde another training
session tomorrow morning at seven o’clock. Thisegime the opportunity to go
and visit the spiritual adviser in Limbe on Fridafgernoon. | make an appoint-
ment with him via a mobile phone in one of the phdwoths. Like Internet
cafés, these have grown to extraordinary numbegs the last few years.

Club president, coach and amateurism

I might as well say something about tomorrow’s ansation with the spiritual
adviser, which deals with professional football ahd issues of tribalism and
corruption. The spiritual adviser used to be a@etg football coach in Came-
roon. In fact, he was the head coach of Kumbo &tsilin their successful year in
2000 when they almost won the national D1 competitHe may have made the
switch to another profession but his opinion abloody to run a football team
have not changed at all. The spiritual adviser @ske to call him Zé.

In professional clubs there is a strict hierarchyoag the executives, such as
the president, the vice-president, the technicedctlor, the team manager, the
team doctor, the head coach and the assistantenagEhch should have specific
duties for which only they are responsible. In ttase, the club president should
not be allowed to intervene directly in matterst tt@ncern the technical director
or the coach, as spiritual adviser Zé explainsMinchester United in England,
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a president cannot put players on the field. He diasn all that power to the
manager. He knows who to buy and who will play. kiger Ferguson went after
Djemba Djemba and he bought him. Football in Camershould be run as it is
in Europe. There they give the manager a budgetfmuitment. He’s in charge
of buying and selling players.’

The problem with most teams in Cameroon is thay #re governed by one
rich man. This one-man show means that the clubigeat has too much power
and he is more than willing to use it. For instanwe already know that club
presidents do not feel any restrictions aboutnglihe coach what to do. ‘We
have coaches who work under the influence of thecetves, so there is no
democracy,” Zé says. ‘They have to take instrustilom the club executives.
The club president tells him: “I spend my moneyysa will do what | say.”
Let's say that the president sends a player t@daeh. Will the coach say no to
that player? No! He cannot do that. But within mpsifessional football clubs,
it's not only one person who spends his money. Ehishy the lack of sponsor-
ship is killing us because most clubs belong tomaa.’

Whereas the head coach should have complete poveerhes team without
any interference from the club executives, thisnit the reality in most
Cameroonian clubs, including Olympique de Buea. aWeady know that most
of the executives have brought their own playets the team. The coach may
be the person who is working with the players lritannot apparently select all
the players himself. In fact, the coaches in magbscdo not have much say in
team affairs at all. ‘As a coach you should have #uto-power to solve
problems,” Zé says. ‘Here in Cameroon the coacloest dhave that right. The
coaches are supposed to take the players ontaelde train them and it ends
there.’

Most clubs also have to cope with financial difftees which can have a nega-
tive influence on the coach’s performance. | haa@med that the coach takes
home twice the training allowances and match bantisat the players normally
receive. So if Olympique de Buea plays an officradtch, the coach gets FCFA
50,000 as a match bonus and FCFA 2,000 for onesdeaihing. This may seem
reasonable but people have told me that coachastdget paid much in terms of
salary. If one considers the corruption in Camei@orsociety, one can easily
figure out what happens next — and we have seeariter in this chapter.
‘Coaches are not paid well,” Zé explains. ‘And wheu don’t have any money,
when you don’t fear God, and when you don’t hawemscience, you are bound
to be influenced by people. You will fall victim ®verything that comes your
way. It's just like a poor woman. When she is pare can be influenced by
anybody. She can be taken to bed because she theeg®ney. That's how the
system of football is.’
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The problems in Cameroonian football, the spiriadViser says, are not only
the result of outside influences on the coachpieagre salary or the widespread
corruption but also that coaches are not disciglihemselves. If coaches are not
disciplined, he says, how can one expect playetsetdisciplined? And if the
players are not disciplined, how can one expeanthe perform well and be
united as a team? ‘Disunity in a team depends ersttucture of the team, the
law governing the team and the attitude of the kspate says. ‘When the coach
is disciplined the players have to be disciplinEde first law of a football coach
is to look at what's good for the team and notdokl at which player is his
beloved son. But they abuse that law. When a ctalats money from a player,
then this player has to play. It doesn’t matter thbethat player is good or not.
It's a contract.’

‘Sentiment,” Zé continues, ‘is one thing that spadikam spirit. We are all
human beings and we are born to love and hate.a&hcanay prefer a player to
an even better player because he is a friend whimves. But then the other
players will be jealous. The same is true for tlwelfgthers. When a player
doesn’t go to the training session three timesriovg he cannot play the match.
But when he has a godfather, the coach will put bimthe field. If a player
without a godfather does something wrong, he’s ajuihe game. The players
without a godfather will be angry. All these thindgsstabilize the team.”’

Let us take Olympique de Buea as an example. Tdrereanctions for players
who break rules such as going to a nightclub tlyhtnbefore the match. The
problem is, however, that these sanctions are ratydenforced. For instance,
since the captain of the team is supported by e gresident, he can do what-
ever he wants. Everybody knows that he misses aletraining sessions every
week and that he usually goes to nightclubs, besdhthings do not seem to
affect his position in the team. He still playsthé matches on Sunday. Spiritual
adviser Zé is not surprised that Olympique de Bu@aently lacks team unity.
‘If the players see that a team mate can go ouat maghtclub and still play the
match, they will feel overlooked. Hence there carm® any unity. In any team
where there is discrimination, there is never uhity

In summary, it is clear that all of the things menéd above can have a very
negative effect on the team’s performance in tlague. Professionalizing the
football leagues in Cameroon is the solution, Zgias. ‘In many places, such as
Ivory Coast and Nigeria, there are professionajues. In those leagues, there’s
a limit to temptation. Here there are temptations tb lack of money. What is
done here is terrible. It won’t stop unless thetqaand the priest come to the
bench and start coaching.’
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Selling the match

It is very dark outside in the quarter at half paight in the evening. Ashu and |
are sitting in a tiny dining place. We have justlened two eggs and spaghetti
with coffee when | ask him about corruption in team. Ashu tells me a story
that happened before and during the match betwetefhot Tiko and Buea
Boys earlier this year. For Buea Boys the match masmportant because they
had already qualified for the mini-interpools. Rattlefoot Tiko, however, win-
ning the match was essential for a place in the-miarpools. It is a typical case
of players ‘selling the match’.

We left for Tiko at three o’clock. The head coachswot there. Two of our players had con-
vinced him to stay at home because they had heatdstipporters of Tiko wanted to beat
him up. They already talked to him after the tnagnsession the day before. Both players are
originally from Tiko. The head coach thought thgsgs were advising him but actually they
were planning a plot against him. They did not want to see the match.

During the first ten minutes of the match two of defenders were playing extremely bad.
One of them was the vice captain who plays in thaetre midfield. Still, we managed to
score twice in the first half. Then our vice captgave away a penalty. They scored. Then
the other player from our team also gave away alperThe score was 2-2.

At halftime the players were very angry and shouked some players had sold the match.
The question now was who to put in for the secoalf’HNVe decided that the vice captain,
the other defender and yet another player wereggofif) and two players and myself would
come in.

The second half started. One of our players caagether penalty. Tiko missed. All these
penalties were very dubious. Our players were ogugiem and the referee was awarding
them too easily. At some time people from Tiko vealko our goalkeeper and offered him
FCFA 20,000. He refused. Then those people canmitdeam manager and offered him
FCFA 50,000. He refused. At the end of the matol @inour players caused a penalty. He
got a red card. Tiko scored. They won the match 3-2

In total the referee had awarded four penaltiegilto and he had given seven yellow cards
and one red card to our players. | heard thateferee had taken FCFA 100,000 from Tiko
executives.

In the bus one player stood up and told me in fodregverybody that one of the defenders
had told him to allow goals to go in. Then anotplayer told me that the team manager had
advised him to score an own goal. Then | calledtlier vice captain and two defenders. |
said: “You have sold the match!” They did not respoln the bus they were very quiet.
They had guilty faces. They were not laughing amgisg like the rest of us because we
were going to the mini-interpools.

| told the team manager to drive straight to thacheoach’s place. One player came up to
me and said that | should be very careful becdusdadam manager was involved as well.
Later the bus driver told me that the team managedrfour players went to Tiko yesterday
evening to discuss matters with the Tiko executidisof these players are Tiko boys. They
are originally locals from Tiko.

I let the team manager talk to the head coach.hBuivas not telling him the whole story.
The head coach said: “We lost? No problem. We hawmake a programme for the mini-
interpools.” Then | started talking about the playselling the match. The head coach said:
“Forget about it. Don’t bring any problems into ttemam.” That was the end of the story.
Nobody got punished. The players had their money.
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It may sound quite unbelievable that the Tiko ex®es openly offered
money to the players and the Buea Boys team marmagédrhave seen a similar
case with my own eyes. Buea Boys had to play amagainst Ekondo Titi in
Limbe in one of the early rounds of the Cup of Ceooa. The stakes were high
since the loser would be out of the competition #rewinner would have the
opportunity to play against a first-division teamthe next round. About five
minutes before the end of the match, when the sso2e0 for Buea Boys, the
referee awards a penalty to Ekondo Titi. They mantgscore but for some
reason the referee disallows the goal. Then suprsoand executives of Ekondo
Titi rush onto the field and it is evident that yhare offering money to the
referee. After about ten minutes of unrest, thered allows the goal after all. It
did not help them very much though because Buea Bogres again and they
win the match by three goals to one.

Ashu’s story is a clear case of the methods emplodyg teams to win
matches. | counted three instances of briberyt,Rhie players of Buea Boys had
been offered money before the start of the matelsofd, the referee had been
offered money as well. Third, people from Tiko ol money to specific
players and to the team manager of Buea Bawysng the match. In short,
Littlefoot Tiko had done everything it could to neakure that the team would
win the match. But why did the Tiko executives hoibe the Buea Boys at-
tackers (who almost made Littlefoot Tiko lose thatch even after so much
bribery)? The attackers were not originally frone thiko area, so they were
probably not very susceptible to corruption in tese. The story also shows that
corruption cannot necessarily guarantee an easyryion the field.

Anyone who is wondering why the head coach was ¢hsly convinced to
stay at home should know that a particular matdheénprevious season in Limbe
ended in a huge fight — and that the same headasas beaten unconscious by
supporters of Tiko United, the other team in thertef Tiko. Ashu will tell us
all about this match on Saturday.

Bribing the officials

The most direct way of winning a match through aption is by bribing the
referee, the linesmen and the match delegate (Wdwaats as the fourth offi-
cial). Winning the match means scoring goals aedegmting the other team from
scoring. If one can make the referee award his tegmanalty and deny one for
the other team, then he has directly succeedddsrobjective. Also, making the
linesman look away when a player is offside, orewersa, or raising the flag
when a player is definitely not offside are all hwds by which a team can win a
match.
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Furthermore, the referee can send players off itld by giving them a red
card. This will give the opposing team a clear adi@ge in the match, as team
manager Kalla of Olympique de Buea explains. ‘Téfenee can give a red card
to one player on the opposing team so that the tsamot play well. For exam-
ple, Olympique de Buea was playing Canon de YaouAdtér fifteen minutes
our captain played rough. Yellow card. He commitether foul. Red card. He’s
an important player, so it will demoralize the team

Bribing a match delegate is especially remarkablehie is the one who is
supposed to guarantee a fair match. It will be assefor the opposing team to
complain to the match delegate after a dubiousrgmipenalty. ‘There is money
in his pocket,’” Kalla assures me, ‘so he cannohghéahis decision.’

This kind of corruption means that the rule of dqopportunity for both
teams, which is the basis of modern sport, is pujebpardy. According to
Giulianotti (1999: 101), ‘...corruption of match officials is probably more
shocking than that of the players’ because theidnothat the referee and his
assistants are “impartial” is the cornerstone oy game’. ‘Football is not
managed in an honest way,” Kalla explains. ‘Norgnalie referee’s duty is to
lead the match in a fair way. It's about fair plélyere’s not supposed to be any
bias. Money invites bias.’

Within the D1 competition there are prominent casksorruption between
teams that involve bribing the referee, the linesnaed the match delegate.
Team manager Kalla says that corruption happensost first-division matches
— and the amounts of money are certainly highem thase in the second divi-
sion. He explains the specific kinds and figured thlympique de Buea has used
in winning their matches. ‘If you want to manageeam in Cameroon, you must
make a budget for motivating the referees and magtdégates.’

The idea is that referees have to be persuaded soihething for the team
and the best way of doing this is by offering mangany people have called
this kind of corruption ‘motivation’ for the refezs. Likewise, a coach’s player
who is paying the coach to put him into the squadte match is motivating his
coach to do something for him.

Recall that Kalla gave me calculations of the exitteines of the team and had
written costs for travel, hotels and food on a pie€ paper (see Tuesday). ‘You
see,” he continues, ‘since you want to have fabtsutfootball in Cameroon:
there is this issue of match fixing but FECAFOOEslmot allow that.” So, after
calculating the competition expenditures at thegoof FCFA 1,275,000, he adds
an amount of FCFA 1,000,000 — which is the codirddery for an average first-
division match. The amount of FCFA one million @4,520), which is divided
between the referee, the two linesmen and the mdatagate, brings the
expenditures of a typical away match to a totdf GFA 2,275,000 (€ 3,400).
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Kalla says that the club accountant even writedown in the books. ‘They
call it match expenditures.” Just like the bus #mel hotel? ‘Yes, because they
can adjust the prices of the bus and the hotel.pfiee of the bus will go up to
FCFA 400,000 (€ 600), the hotel FCFA 300,000 (€)4%7Yd so on.’ In the end,
everything adds up just fine and there is no redasdhink that there is bribery
involved.

| learned that both the bribery of officials ane thmounts of money that go
along with it could be extended to most clubs i Bl competition. At the start
of the 2002 season, a suspended senior refereanme@on said openly that the
entire referee ‘corps is very sick and can’t opeiatpartially because its hands
are tied’. ‘When a referee disburses FCFA one aomllfor such a favour,’ this
referee said on the BBC website, ‘you should expleat he uses all possible
means to recover the money.” The funny thing ig th& referee’s own sus-
pension is also said to be related to practicenotiption.

Kalla says that costs for corruption are irregul&ome matches go up to
FCFA two million (€ 3,000). They give the refere€EFA one million, the first
and second linesmen FCFA 300,000 each, and thehnaategate FCFA
400,000." | learn that the level of corruption dege on the importance of the
matches. For big matches, such as intra-tribahtvairegion derbies, the prices
for the referees go up significantly.

Also, corruption in the Cup of Cameroon tends twease from the first round
to the quarter-finals, semi-finals and final. Teamnager Kalla gives me the
example of the Cup of Cameroon final in 2002. “Tw4p final, that one is big-
ger. We gave about FCFA 2.5 million to one pergsbat is the referee. We also
gave FCFA 500,000 each to the two linesmen. Andyaxee FCFA 500,000 to
the match delegate too.’ In total, Olympique de &gpent FCFA four million
(€ 6,000) on the officials only to win one matchjigh they did.

The mini-interpools and interpools give rise to thest impressive forms of
bribery. It is here that teams will do everythimgey can to get themselves into
the first division. The team manager tells me @&mpique de Buea ‘spent
about FCFA 95 million (€ 144,000) in two weeks dgrithe interpools in 2000.
‘It takes five times the normal amount of one millito win a match in the
interpools,” he says. ‘The match has already bdayef in the office before it
has even started.” The above figure of FCFA 95iomilincludes travel expenses,
hotels, the training ground, food, bribery and magi

The level of corruption also goes up during impairtanatches or matches at
the end of the competition. Indeed, in the last fe®eks of the D1 competition,
one can expect anything to happen, as is clear thenfollowing story by team
manager Kalla:



Thursday 91

Let me tell you a story about what happened a eaplyears ago. Coton Sport de Garoua
had 52 points. Canon de Yaoundé had 53 points.eTfere only two matches to be played
before the end of the competition. Canon had tg @laton in Garoua. Now, Olympique de
Buea had to play Bamboutos de Mbouda. We had 38gppdamboutos had 52 points.

Coton came to us and gave us FCFA two million tat Bamboutos. Canon came and gave
us FCFA 1.5 million to beat Bamboutos. If Coton tb€anon, they would be second.
Bamboutos would be third. Canon and Coton drew Artl then Olympique de Buea, after
taking FCFA 3.5 million, beat Bamboutos 2-1 on ttleevn field to give a chance to the other
two teams. So Coton went up to 53, Canon to 54tpddamboutos still had 52 points.

The final day was Olympique against Canon in Bueh@oton against Tonnerre in Garoua.
Coton came and gave us FCFA 1.5 million to beato@and Canon brought FCFA two
million and said: “Give me the match”. Coton beanfierre 1-0 in Garoua and went up to
56. Then Olympique and Canon played 0-0, so Canemt wp to 55. Coton became the
champion that year.

Coton does not play better than any other teanthiaythave the money and so they have the
means. And when you have the means you have theest

Although the remark that Coton Sport de Garoua dto¢play better than any
other team is merely the team manager’'s own opjniodoes tell us that rich
clubs have more means to bribe officials. Spiritadliser Zé, team manager
Kalla and a few players in Buea even claim thato@dport employs the most
important referees in the country, meaning thay trexeive a fixed monthly
salary.

It is interesting to note, however, that the lesktorruption tends to be even
greater at the bottom of the D1 competition whéaeeteams will do whatever it
takes to avoid being relegated to the second diisi

It may seem as if bribery is a sure way to win iadit matches. But bribery
does not necessarily lead to a victory becausbkeofdct that the other team may
have given the referee even more money. So whah teill have the support of
the referee? Of course, it will be the team thahages to really motivate the
referee. ‘The highest bidder wins the day,” Kaligs

He says that there is another reason why bribeeg dot always allow a team
to win matches. ‘Take a team like Stade Bandjowt ih now heading for rele-
gation. They are also giving money to referees lmeedhey want to win. But
they keep on losing. Why? Because they don’t hheeptayers who can deliver
the goals. None of the attackers is able to go simubt at goal. So Stade
Bandjoun can give the referee a lot of money bat thoney has no grounds. So
sometimes money is not the answer.” So when attacwe not strong enough to
make it to the penalty area of the opposing teaw, ¢an the referee award them
a penalty? And if their defenders are too weaklsd they have to deal with
attack after attack, how can the referee stop therdgeam from scoring goals?
You need at least a decent team to start winninghmea.

After having eaten the eggs and spaghetti, Ashu labdgin drinking our
coffee with milk. Some time later | say goodbyehion and he disappears into
the darkness. When | descend to the main roadnkeacross a group of players
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from both teams in Buea. ‘What are you guys dolmg €vening?’ | ask them.
‘Nothing much,” one player replies. ‘We’'re justating up and down the road.
There’s nothing else to do in this town.’

| turn left at Malingo Street and walk down to t@mpound.
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Photo 1 Buea’s main road with one of the two ditches ondilde and Mount
Cameroon in the background

Photo 2 Buying a ticket for the big match between OlympigigeBuea and PWD
Bamenda at the Molyko Stadium
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Photo 3 Chaos in front of the Molyko Stadium prior to thg match between
Olympique de Buea and PWD Bamenda
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Photo 4 Supporters of PWD Bamenda just before the big match
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Photo 5 The field in Buea as seen from the far side ofMiodyko Stadium
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Photo 6 View from the stand in the Molyko Stadium just dref the start of the
big match
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Photo 7 Buea’s main road is jammed with cars and suppogbout fifteen
minutes after PWD Bamenda won the match in Buea

Realmadrg
G/ con

Photo 8 Three players of Olympique de Buea are walkingabihe quarter near
the stadium



Photo 9 The referee is arguing with the match delegate
as to which of these two second-division teams
will begin the match (Centenary Stadium in
Limbe)
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Photo 10 The players of the two second division teams
are performing the ritual of (friendly) hand
shaking
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Photo 11 You have to take a good look in order to see thgeps and coaches of a

first-division team jumping over the fence at then@nary Stadium in
Limbe
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Photo 12 Supporters of a second division team are celelyatigoal at the Centenary
Stadium in Limbe
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Photo 13 Olympique de Buea'’s rented bus is parked in Dotala short stop before
the team continues the route to Yaoundé for a magelnst Canon

Photo 14 Some of the players of Olympique de Buea are m@fir the start of a
first division match at the Molyko Stadium



101

Photo 15 A typical training session of Olympique de Bueghat Molyko Stadium
with Mount Cameroon in the background
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Photo 16 A player of Buea Boys is standing near the
‘beach bar’ in Buea
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It is almost seven o’clock in the morning when llkvap the main road towards
Essomba’s compound. The football player is notisnrbom or in the compound,
despite the fact that we had an appointment tcogbe field together. | am not
really surprised. Essomba is always somewhere dsmngething and he does not
care much for appointments.

‘Pssst! Arnold! Pssst!’” Essomba has his way of mgkiou know he is there.
He is not only a very sociable person but is alstindely one of the noisiest
people around. His tone of voice is always firm a®inanding. There is only
one thing you can do when a guy like that callsyfou: you obey. My football
friend, who stands inside a blacksmith’s place nexte main road, never calls
me by my nickname, the one that most of his teartesnase when passing me
on the street. It was given to me by Olympique deeds tallest player and
frankly, I am quite happy with it. It must be thaihfor sure. All day long, when
| walk up and down the main road, the words ‘Vastdlrooy!” echo from out of
the quarter.

Essomba is repairing his boots at his friend’s @laat far from his compound.
(His friend happens to be a blacksmith.) We shakedh. ‘How?’ ‘Fine!’ Es-
somba has a slight problem with one of the six hssieews on the bottom of his
boots. The screw, he says, is too long. He is &dg# right now. He says the
referee will not allow any irregularities in theagers’ outfits, especially regard-
ing those dangerous, injury-causing screws.

There is something different about the team burinot quite see what it is.
Most of the players have already started the wagrojm when Essomba and |
arrive at the stadium. The team’s vice captain &king everybody perform
exercises, such as jumping into the air and pratgnib header a ball. A little
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later the three goalkeepers are walking towards @inéhe goalposts with a
wooden bench. While one of the goalkeepers shbetball against the bench,
the other goalkeeper has to dive and catch thendedh it bounces back. | have
never seen wooden benches on the pitch befordérd has to be a first time for
everything.

The other players are divided into circles of fieesix players and they start
passing the ball amongst themselves very quickiff & hour and some stretch-
ing exercises later, everybody gathers around #&r lige coach’s plans. The
players have to split themselves up into two groofp&l players, just like the
grand match yesterday. Thursday’s grand match wasaas by which the coach
could observe any failures in the tactics of haypls. Now, the next day, he can
try to correct the mistakes he saw. The coachngsing along with the players,
like a referee, as they play a match amongst thieese

Suddenly | realize what is wrong with the team. @byque de Buea is short
of players, maybe five or even ten. The Rasta playplains that the president of
the club had to ‘let go’ of ten Francophone playgh® did not play much any-
way.

The players gather around the coach for the setom@to hear him read the
names of 18 players from a list. Most of the narhekng to Francophone
players. Essomba’s name is on the list as well.e'us leaves tomorrow
morning at nine,’ the coach says. ‘Don’t be late!’

The night-poison dream

Essomba and | slowly walk out of the stadium. Nopssingly, somebody calls
Essomba from the main road. One of his friendaxadriver, is waving from his
car. And off he goes.

| walk straight into the quarter towards Ashu’s #®@uAshu steps out of his
room with an empty teapot in his hand. He usedvibter inside the teapot to
wash his ears, face, hands and feet before sajgsngréiyers. Ashu is a Muslim.
‘You cannot pray to God when you're dirty,” the taip of Buea Boys explains,
before walking into a cornfield on the compoundhave to tell you something,’
he says, while breaking off pieces of corn fromamp ‘| had a disturbing dream
last night. It proves my suspicions that somebalyrying to hurt me.” Ashu
steps into a small brick house to roast the cormmmpen fire. It is sweltering
hot inside.

We enter Ashu’s room without any shoes on but whinroasted corn in our
hands. It seems that Ashu has been feeling illesyesterday’s accident in the
field. ‘After you left the other day, things weretrmoving well,’ he says. ‘I had
to throw up at least six times. My stomach’s stdty upset.’” “You should go to
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the hospital to see a doctor!” ‘No!" he says. ‘Tdhactor cannot help me because
it is witchcraft.’
Ashu starts telling me about his dream while wesatang on his bed:

I'm standing in a supermarket. I'm taking chocolatel start eating it. Then | notice one of
my team mates. He’'s a waiter. He sits me downtable and serves me food. A few other
team mates try to steal my food but | send themya¥im eating the food. Then the waiter
falls right on the floor. All of a sudden the sumarket has turned into a hospital. | see
doctors checking him out. Then they carry him awalon't think that he will make it. Now
there are team mates all around me but nobodyiisgeat

Ashu looks worried. ‘I really know that somebodyshaoisoned me. | was
dreaming about eating food and the next momenttomach was hurting and |
had to throw up. When somebody offers you food aurydream, it's night
poison.” Ashu does not know who poisoned him big definitely not the waiter
who served him the food in his dream. ‘| saw hiefahe says. ‘When it's night
poison, you can never see the face of the persanisvpoisoning you. All you
can see is a black or blurry spot right there wiieeeface should be.’

The captain suspects one of the Francophone players@appears to be openly
challenging him for the captain’s band. They haad keveral arguments on the
field before. We know how some of the Francophoiaggys do not like to see
an Anglophone team captain.

| heard that when a player sustains an injury bbs fi, he usually thinks that
there is witchcraft or sorcery involved. Ashu canhelieve that a well-trained
sportsman such as himself would just fall on tledfiand be very sick after-
wards. Something is wrong.

Only an hour later | find out that if what he isysey is true, then history
repeats itself. Ashu and | have taken a taxi dttaigp the main road to a friend of
his, who is currently the team manager of Buea Bdy® team manager had to
retire from football last year. In fact, he was team captain of Buea Boys only
last season before he had to endure an attackasiasl Ashu’s. This indicates
that the captain of a football team is especiallingrable to such attacks.

Ashu insisted that we visited the team manageisahduse. ‘He’s willing to
tell you everything that has happened to him,” Ashid earlier. ‘Now you will
learn more about the dark side of football.” Thantemanager is a young, very
friendly guy, perhaps even a bit shy. When he statking about the events that
took place last year, however, you can tell thaishstill very angry about the
whole affair.

Last year | was made the team captain. Anotheopessnted to be the team captain but the
coach said no and decided to make him my assisAdiier. one training session | took my
boots and went home. | felt feverish so | wenthe hospital. They gave me drugs but it
didn’t change anything. After two days my leg stdrto swell. The doctor gave me a few
injections but they still didn't help. | stayed the house without leaving my bed for ten
days. My leg was swollen and it was hurting mdsd dad a serious headache.
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At first, | thought it was just an innocent painutBvhen | took all types of medicines and
nothing helped, | consulted my father. He said ttsitould consult a native doctor. We went
to a native doctor and the man said that it wagead of mine in the team who caused all of
this. He described the player and told me evergtlaipout him. He also told me what hap-
pened the day before | had the injury. Now | knbkig than was real.

The native doctor told me that my leg had been stitit a fibre stick, a clipper and a
millipede. These things are mystical. The nativetdosaid that he could only give me first
aid. He then directed me to another person whoaNarbalist. The herbalist, he said, would
be able to treat me. By then | had to be carried stretcher.

| went to see the herbalist. He told me to brirgpek. He started to treat me by rubbing the
medicine on my leg. These were special leaveshbdiad warmed up above an open fire.
Then he tied my leg with a bandage. After five nsuhe removed the bandage and dis-
covered the evil things. He discovered the millgetihe herbalist removed all these things
mystically. He doesn’t operate, you see.

The native doctor told me that | should come backim after seeing the herbalist. | went
back with the items. The native doctor gave me spradicine and bandaged my leg again. |
had to lie down with the bandage on for two days.tke third day, my leg started to be its
normal shape. It turned into an abscess. The ndtetor said that | should go to the hospital
now for treatment. The problem was that the ilinfead already affected my bones. That's
why | cannot play now. I'm still receiving treatmien

The native doctor told me that the person who t@atkedhis to me would be the first person
to greet me on the field and ask me about my he@h next day | went to the field and that
was exactly what happened. | told the player that$ fine. | did not let him know that |
knew what he had done. After some time the persalized that | had discovered what he
had done to me and he started to avoid me.

This player wanted my position. He was a Francophon

There are many interesting things to learn fromskasy. For now, it is impor-
tant to notice that the team manager went to thieendoctor who confirmed the
attack. When | ask Ashu when he is going to seati@endoctor, he says that his
‘own’ native doctor lives in his parent’s villagk.is only when he has money for
transport that he can check whether his illnessleted to witchcraft or sorcery
or not.

Witchcraft is related to misfortune

The Mile 17 Motor Park is a busy crossroads noffiam my compound. There
is a gas station and a bus depot and one will deé @& economic activity all
around. Women are selling lots of fruits, men ayeng to sell you supposedly
cheap seats in a taxi. Of course, the best wag gotto the ticket counter and
buy a one-way ticket which, in my case, costs ab@kA 400.

A little while back | said goodbye to Ashu and team manager and took a
taxi down to the Motor Park because | had plangigit the spiritual adviser in
Limbe. The bus is already crowded but we are waifiom it to fill up with people
completely. In the meantime, little children aréeohg us foodstuffs and other
items. | take two sticks foyg which is roasted cow meat. Some time later, the
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bus driver takes us away from the Motor Park andyaiwom Buea. We are
heading for the coast. Within no time at all, Idimyself in a conversation with
some of my fellow travellers after | told the persoext to me that | am doing
research on football. As usual, the subject of Hathtimmediately sparks a
debate.

I am thinking about what Ashu and the team man&gdrme earlier on. My
thoughts are directed to one particular famous lwokvitchcraft and sorcery. It
is a classic book but still very relevant.Witchcraft, Oracles, and Magic among
the AzandeEvans-Pritchard (1976 [1937]: 18) argues th&inf failure or mis-
fortune falls upon anyone at any time and in retato any of the manifold acti-
vities of his (Azande) life it may be due to witcatft'.

Evans-Pritchard (1976: 19-20) gives a clear examplehat the Azande, a
people from southern Sudan, think about witchcraft:

A boy knocked his foot against a small stump of @@ the centre of a bush path, a fre-

qguent happening in Africa, and suffered pain arammvenience in consequence. Owing to

its position on his toe it was impossible to kelep tut free from dirt and it began to fester.

He declared that witchcraft had made him knockidag against the stump. ... | told the boy

that he had knocked his foot against the stump addivbecause he had been careless, and

that witchcraft had not placed it in the path, itohad grown there naturally. He agreed ...

but added that he had kept his eyes open for stusspadeed every Zande does most care-
fully, and that if he had not been bewitched he Mddwave seen the stump. As a conclusive
argument for his view he remarked that all cutsdbtake days to heal but, on the contrary,

close quickly, for that is the nature of cuts. Wkhen, had his sore festered and remained
open if there were no witchcraft behind it?

Although you cannot really compare Cameroonianthéo Azande, you can
compare the basics of the witchcraft beliefs of dteer to the former. Indeed,
there are many general similarities between thefsein witchcraft and sorcery
of the Azande and those of the players within tetlall teams in Buea. In the
cases of Ashu and the team manager of Buea Boysaweee that their stories
relate to seemingly ordinary situations like sustagy an injury or falling sick
during or after a training session. These situatiare not uncommon in them-
selves and players are well aware that football ezsily lead to injuries or ill-
ness.

In the case of Ashu, however, the ordinary situtions extraordinary when
he realizes that passing out suddenly during aitrgisession is not very com-
mon for a healthy player. Also, he must train astetwice a day, ten times a
week, month after month. Why would he pass outhenfield at that particular
moment? It is then that the player may considechertaft or sorcery as a pos-
sible explanation.

Evans-Pritchard (1976: 21) gives us the follow-fithe boy who knocked his
foot:
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What they explained by witchcraft were the paricutonditions in a chain of causation

which related an individual to natural happeningsuch a way that he sustained injury. The
boy who knocked his foot against a stump of woatrdit account for the stump by refer-

ence to witchcraft, nor did he suggest that whenewgbody knocks his foot against a

stump it is necessarily due to witchcraft, nor ggain did he account for the cut by saying
that it was caused by witchcraft, for he knew qwtdl that it was caused by the stump of

wood. What he attributed to witchcraft was thattlois particular occasion, when exercising

his usual care, he struck his foot against a stohweood, whereas on a hundred other occa-
sions he did not do so, and that on this particatarasion the cut, which he expected to
result from the knock, festered whereas he hadmdoaecuts which had not festered. Surely
these peculiar conditions demand an explanation.

Why did the team manager of Buea Boys develop arfefter the training
session? Why did his leg start to swell up aftéeva days? Why did the injury
not heal when he received treatment from the daatdahe hospital? It just did
not seem to be a normal football injury.

| had an appointment with the spiritual advisefront of the Limbe Cente-
nary Stadium. The only problem is that | never botd to ask what he looks
like. And now | am standing there, outside the barfont of the football sta-
dium, hopelessly trying to recognize a man | hasreen seen before. But | could
not have possibly been prepared for the appeamainites spiritual adviser any-
way.

There, out of the corner of my eye, | see a markwgat me with his hands.
The man is not very old, probably in his early st He is standing on one foot
at the side of the bar while drinking coke fronnaadl bottle. Frankly, it looks as
if he is about to engage in an intense physicaigctA marathon, perhaps. The
man is wearing a training outfit with matching rimmshoes. He looks as though
he is still partly involved in his previous profess as a football coach. On top of
it all, he is wearing sunglasses. ‘Let’s take akywalé says in a soft voice.

So this is the man of whom some of the footballygta in Buea spoke so
fondly. This is the one who prepares many firsd aacond-division matches in
Cameroon, who has worked for several first-divischabs in the country, and
who apparently knows a lot about ‘match preparatas football magic is usual-
ly called. I will return to this subject in the rieohapter.

However, Zé also knows many things about witchaaft sorcery in general.
This is what he says as we are walking towards kisiBotanical Gardens:

Witchcraft is a natural phenomenon in Africa. Inegy African home there is witchcratft.
Since you will see it in every home, you will alsee it in football. There are people who are
from a home of witchcraft and who are also footlpdlyers. Let’'s say I'm a football player.
My mother is a witch and my father is a wizard. Yare playing the same wing with me. My
father can bewitch you so that either you cannay pf feel dizzy in the field. Or maybe you
will get an injury. The injury will never ever besaled. But when you go and consult an
oracle, he will tell you that you cannot be welthese somebody has influenced that injury.
It's something normal and it's happening in Afridaotball.
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Then, secondly, there are particular players wheogaracles who come in to bewitch their
colleagues. You will see a good goalkeeper catchibgll and it just goes out of his hands.
When you go into detail, you realize that it's aiéiis team mates who’s bewitching him so
that he does not perform well.

| am particularly interested in the phrase ‘the saming’ because Essomba,
Ashu and many other players as well as the teanageas of both Olympique de
Buea and Buea Boys, have mentioned this aspecitdiwaft to me before.

Witchcraft or sorcery?

First, however, let me explain something about mataft and sorcery. For in-
stance, how can a player bewitch his team mates® dil the wannabe captain
bewitch Ashu or the other wannabe captain bewitghtéam manager of Buea
Boys when he was still the team captain? The mbsioas way has been
described by the spiritual adviser when he saitgleyers can be witches or are
from a home of witchcraft. When one is a witch,dreshe can injure or make
sick another person by psychic meakscording to Evans-Pritchard (1976: 1),
the ‘Azande believe that some people are witchédscan injure them in virtue of
an inherent quality. A witch performs no rite, usteno spell, and possesses no
medicines. An act of witchcraft is a psychic act.’
Bowie (2000: 219) explains witchcraft as follows:

One of its most fundamental ideas is that of aftifee, essence or energy within people ...
This life force can be captured or harmed by otldrsse own life force is more powerful,

malevolent, or in some way out of control. The mhta is often one of cannibalistic con-
sumption or draining of the victim’s life. This maris effected at the psychic level, but will

be reflected in the biological and material stdtthe victim.

The idea in many parts of Sub-Saharan Africa i$ tha witch ‘... seeks to
“eat” the flesh of the victim, causing him or hersicken. Witchcraft is “hot” and
needs to be “cooled” (Bowie 2000: 220). Althouglamg African peoples be-
lieve that ‘witchcraft is a substance in the bodisvitches’ (Evans-Pritchard
1976: 1), this by no means accounts for all of th&mmore common notion is
that of the ‘soul of witchcraft’ (Ibid.: 10-11):

... Azande generally think of a witch sending hislsmuerrands by night when his victim is
asleep. It sails through the air emitting a briligitt ... This light is not the witch in person

stalking his prey but is an emanation from his bodyThe witch is on his bed, but he has
dispatched the soul of his witchcraft to remove gisgchical part of his victim's organs ...

which he and his fellow witches will devour.

Attacks like this one can normally ‘.be perceived only in dreams. It is not an
evident notion but transcends sensory experierbml.( 31). Ashu, for instance,

began to think of a witchcraft attack after hishtigoison dream. ‘Witches also
shoot objects, calledhu mangu things of witchcraft, into the bodies of those
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whom they wish to injure. This leads to pain in fflace where the missile is
lodged, and a witch-doctor, in his role of leecli] be summoned to extract the
offending objects, which may be material objectsnarms and grubs’ (lbid.:
14). Recall the objects found in the knee of tlertenanager of Buea Boys, for
instance the millipede.

Evans-Pritchard goes on to say that a witch ‘dagsmmediately destroy his
victim. On the contrary, if a man becomes suddemyg acutely ill he may be
sure that he is a victim of sorcery and not of igtaft’ (Ibid.: 13-14). In this
case, sorcery is a second means by which playershraan their team mates.
They visit a traditional doctor who uses his knadge to bewitch the team mate
for them. ‘Sorcery is a skill that can be learrther than a disposition that is
inherited’ (Bowie 2000: 223). To the Azande, ‘...tHi#ference between a sor-
cerer and a witch is that the former uses the igalenof magic and derives his
power from medicines, while the latter acts withoités and spells and uses
hereditary psycho-physical powers to attain hisser{tvans-Pritchard 1976:
176).

However, not all African peoples make a distinctlmtween witchcraft and
sorcery. An example is that of the Bangwa of thatBaVest Province in Came-
roon who ‘... make no distinction between sorcerers and witdhestermekang
... being used to translate the English terms “wit¢eprcerer” and “spirit™
(Bowie 2000: 227).

In most cases, however, the stories | heard framtb#dl players indicate that
most of the occult or spiritual forces that ocaurfaotball could be labelled as
sorcery. After all, football players knowingly vigiative or traditional doctors to
harm their team mates. It is the native doctors wédorm rites of sorcery, not
witchcraft. It is mostly a matter of classificatittnough. In theory, many cultural
anthropologists make the distinction between witafiand sorcery but in reality
the end result is the same, namely the ‘bewitchnudra player in order to harm
him. The players in Buea do not seem to make astindtion at all.

| learned that there are many ways for a nativeatdo bewitch a player. ‘If
the player doesn’t play the match, he meets a eatoctor,” Kalla explains.
‘Since the native doctor wants his money he wil:d8ring the name of the
other player.” Then he might give the player sonmgthand say: “You should
throw it on the field and when you are throwingci)l that player's name.” And
during a training session all of a sudden the ofiayer breaks his leg. It hap-
pens everywhere in the country.’

Sometimes the native doctor gives a player a coth says: “Give it to the
other player. When he takes the coin, you haventakeay his luck.” Then the
player will either get an injury very easily or vl get sick. The native doctor
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can also tell the player to bury something in tie&dfbefore the training session
so that the other player will get injured.

Sometimes they give the player a powder and tell foi put it into the boots
of his team mate. When the team mate steps intbduoss, his feet will start to
swell. He is no longer able to play. This is whyg filayers are all very protective
of their own equipment; nobody is allowed to conmgvehere near their boots
and jerseys. Also, the player can put the powdeheéngoalkeeper’s gloves, re-
sulting in bewitchment.

‘Some of them don’t even give anything,’ Zé tells.nf5ome might tell you to
call the name of the goalkeeper three times anhetijpn. Or you have to go to a
cemetery and call this goalkeeper's name sevenstisieout “catch ball” and
leave. You go back to your house without lookin@iibd. You have already be-
witched him. There are many ways. It all depend$ion the traditional doctor
operates.’

The same wing

Within a football team the most spiritual attacike place between players who
normally play in the same position. Take for insg&aa midfielder. He can decide
to ‘eliminate’ another player from midfield througlorcery. ‘At the moment we
are witnessing a lot in midfield,” says Kalla. ‘Thighting must be really power-
ful in midfield.” So perhaps the supporters’ remarkthe weak midfield during
yesterday’s grand match was related to witchcradt orcery.

However, it is mostly the attackers and goalkeepdrs ‘bewitch’ each other.
Zé even puts witchcraft and sorcery among goalksegtethe top of the list. ‘The
goalkeeper is the backbone of the team,” he expldiNhen the goalkeeper is
not catching well, the team will be conceding go&s it's a very important
position on the field. If a goalkeeper’s allowedotgoals to get in, will you put
him in goal again? No. That's how he loses his@lac

Witchcraft and sorcery can be the reason why gegles start messing up in
their goal areas. According to Zé, this is exaetlyat is currently happening in
Olympique de Buea between the old goalkeeper andjdlalkeeper from Coton
Sport de Garoua. ‘The old goalkeeper (A) has beayiqg with Olympique de
Buea for several years. This year the presidengioa new goalkeeper (B) from
Coton Sport. B is a very talented goalkeeper. The is that the original goal-
keeper cannot be replaced just like that. But the&ckh immediately took goal-
keeper B as his first goalkeeper. Goalkeeper Aweag angry.’

‘Goalkeeper B has been the best goalkeeper in Gamefor the past three
years,” Zé continues, ‘but when he came to Olympige Buea he could not
perform. He knows somebody is bewitching him beedwesnever even catches a
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ball. The ball simply comes out of his hands. Ha isat as far as football is
concerned, but in Buea everything’s falling apart.’

Team manager Kalla of Olympique de Buea is awariefsituation. ‘There
was a time,’” he says, ‘when goalkeeper B complabigdrly that the other goal-
keeper blocked him from performing well. Goalkeepewnas called up for ques-
tioning. And the next match goalkeeper B was plgyirell again. Then what do
we do? Should we start believing that he was thewino’s making goalkeeper
B not do well? That's witchcraft.’

The situation is much worse among Olympique de Buatackers. There are
a lot of attackers this season and they all seelne ager to play matches. How-
ever, none of the attackers is scoring a lot olggoEhe most unfortunate player
is the one who was bought from Racing de Bafoussg&toording to several
players, he was a revelation last season, scooats @lmost every match. ‘He’s
not even a shadow of the player he was last séagérells me. Essomba told
me: ‘Can you believe that he has scored only ora gmfar? And that was from
a penalty. Everybody knows there’s something gaing In other words, one of
his team mates is obstructing him at a spirituatlle

Why do players who play in the same position bewéach other? The reason
is very simple. Everyone wants to play the offici@dtches but there are only 11
players who feature in the line-up. The rest havevatch the match either from
the reserves’ bench or, worse still, from the startiere can also be only one
team captain. Players thus have to compete toaggplace in the line-up.

Of course, in capitalist reasoning, competitiorwasin players to gain a spe-
cific position can lead to an overall increaseeam quality. For instance, just
before the match against PSV Eindhoven in the Nietheés (7 February 2004), a
sports journalist informed Ronald Koeman, at tiaetthe coach of AFC Ajax,
that he had a ‘luxury’ problem, being able to cleod®tween three attackers.
‘Competition between players is a good thing,” Keensaid, ‘since it will lead
to better performances.” In Cameroon, players wteocampeting for the same
position sometimes use unorthodox methods to editairtheir fellow team
mates.

| heard that money can be a motivation for witcficaad sorcery. ‘When your
colleague is sick, you play the matches and getnibaey,” Kalla says. Since
only the 18 players who are selected for a padrcutatch are entitled to the
match bonuses, the other players do not only stayome but stay at home
without any money. The team manager says that msn@ysome extent related
to witchcraft. ‘I remember that when we qualifiear the interpools in 2000, |
put the idea to the club president that all theygla should participate in the
bonuses. | said that we had to reduce the bondgbsse who were playing, so
that the money could be extended to those who dmay. And that was done.
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The man on the field takes FCFA 150,000 (€ 228);dlayer on the bench gets
FCFA 75,000 (€ 114); and the player who doesn’tuiesin the line-up receives
FCFA 50,000 (€ 76). So when the players are playireg match, their team
mates who are sitting on the bench and the on#seisstands are cheering them
on and hoping they will be successful. Everybodpappy. And that's how we
succeeded in the interpools without any witchcsaftf.’

| doubt if the last sentence is actually true the general point is clear
enough. If all the players got their money, them tieed to bewitch a team mate
would no longer be so urgent. However, most clalok kthe finances to accom-
plish such a goal. Also, as Zé rightly says, it Wdolobe impossible to give every
player the opportunity to play every match. ‘Traiwngl with all 40 players of
Olympique de Buea requires at least two vehicleghvimeans double expen-
diture. The club doesn’t have the money for it. fhavhy there are limitations.
Also, let's assume you are playing at home. ItE§IBA law that you cannot
select more than 18 players for any one match.’

But what is the real reason behind all this witelficand sorcery? The answer
is jealousy. One player is playing the official ote#s. He is able to show his
football skills to the public. He is standing iretepotlight, he is popular, he gets
the money, and he probably also gets the girls. dther is, well, sitting on the
reserves’ bench, or worse. In this case, not onlyuption but also witchcraft
and sorcery can be a way of doing something aliovians-Pritchard (1976:
45) gives us the motivations of a Zande witch:

A witch attacks a man when motivated by hatredyefealousy, and greed. Usually if he
has no enmity towards a man he will not attack Aiherefore a Zande in misfortune at once
considers who is likely to hate him. He is well agvthat others take pleasure in his troubles
and pain and are displeased at his good fortunénders that if he becomes rich the poor
will hate him, that if he rises in social positibis inferiors will be jealous of his authority,
that if he is handsome the less favoured will emigylooks, that if he is talented as a hunter,
a singer, a fighter, or a rhetorician, he will etra malice of those less gifted, and that if he
enjoys the regard of his prince and of his neighbde will be detested for his prestige and
his popularity.

It is not difficult to replace the hunter, singerfighter with a football player.

Witchcraft, sorcery and social relationships

Witchcraft and sorcery are, as we now know, relatedituations where mis-

fortune seems to have struck a player. Howeveg, ¢ctimcept of witchcraft is not

that of an impersonal force that may become atthth@ersons but of a personal
force that is generalized in speech’ (Evans-PritH®76: 13). In other words,

although players would say that an injury is theuleof witchcraft and sorcery

in general, they actually mean that they trsokneondewitched them.
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Both Ashu and the team manager of Buea Boys searaéphone player as
the cause of their illness and injury respectiv8lych cases thus imply a specific
relationship between two people — be it playerppsuers, club executives or
people from outside the club who have a problenm wie club’s executives or
players. Evans-Pritchard (1976: 47-48) argues that

... witches only injure people in the vicinity, arttht the closer they are to their victims the

more serious are the attacks. We may suggestttbateson for this belief is that people

living at a distance from one another have insigfit social contacts to produce mutual
hatred, whereas there is ample opportunity fotitmcamong those whose homesteads and
cultivations are in close proximity. People are tridely to quarrel with those with whom

they come into close contact when the contact isaftened by sentiments of kinship or is
not buffered by distinctions of age, sex, and class

Nevertheless, witchcraft and sorcery attacks (cusations) traditionally take
place between members of the same family. Ciekaw(e&schiere (1998: 4)
point out that in many parts of Africa, ‘. witchcraft is explicitly linked to
“home” and to the family’. They add that ‘in south€Cameroon, the “witchcraft
of the house” is seen as the most dangerous fobma. ).

For instance, as the team captain of Olympique deaBs abroad for a test
match, | overheard a conversation between a taxedand a few passengers
while driving down the main road. They had heanthours that the father of the
captain bewitched him so that he would fail to loeepted by a football club
outside of Cameroon. Also, Ashu told me that hdesedl an illness a few years
ago, which he thought was caused by his own fathaacasionally heard players
complaining that their fathers did not like to shkem play football, mostly be-
cause of the uncertain future perspectives it effekVhen the father of the Rasta
player of Olympique de Buea visited his son in Bueatold me that he was still
very disappointed that his son had dropped outhofeusity a few years ago to
play football. But why would a father bewitch a seho is about to make a lot of
money in a foreign football league? It does nollyeaake much sense.

Every player was quite determined as to how theydcavoid bewitchment by
relatives, namely, as | already mentioned eartigrhringing a lot of presents for
family members. “You give your father’s brotherdaour mother’s sisters and
all the rest something once in a while just to mékem know that you think
about them,” Essomba said. In this case, everytgppy and nothing bad will
happen to the player. On the contrary, a closgioelship with family members,
especially with both parents, is even said to mtotmeself against witchcraft
attacks. ‘The tradition of the house is the basgsomba told me. ‘When your
parents love you, no person can kill you. Theyaways praying for you so it’'s
very difficult for somebody to come and touch yMou can visit them once
every six months just to make sure they know tloat lpve them.’
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Once in a while, Essomba goes to visit his mothehe village. ‘When | go
home my mother performs a ritual with water andrpaline. She takes care of
such things now that my father is dead. She rubseiuing on my chest. Then
she pours palm wine in the cup, the one that mgdparents used to drink from.
She pours the palm wine on the ground and wishegaud luck. It will protect
you in life so that you won’t have an accidentmiéans that your house is clean.
The ancestors will take care of you.’

Ashu told me a similar story regarding his father:

My father prepared a traditional benediction lasaryat the graves of our grandfathers. My
father called for those who are dead. They aratioestors. He told them that they put him
on the throne. They gave him the powers and theoaty. Now he called upon them to give

his son the energy, power and strength to playbfdbtHe said: “This is your son. He wants

to go to Europe and play football. You should peoteim against evil and magic. He's a

good son.” Then my father threw some prepared ftivel liver and feathers of a fowl and

the palm wine from the cup on the tomb of the fatteérs.

According to Ashu, these benedictions take plaayelive years or so. ‘If
you don’t do that, you shouldn’t feel very confidémyour protection. But when
you have done it, you will have 100 per cent prisd@cwherever you go.’

In short, the family is capable of harming and bileg the player, depending
on how the player behaves towards his relatives.

When witchcraft and sorcery occur between people Wwave some sort of
social relationship, it is easy to see that suettwes also happen within a foot-
ball team. After all, a team consists of 25 to Byprs who are in close contact
with one another six or seven days a week. Theyt meery day for training
sessions, they play official matches together, mady players also spend a lot
of time among team mates in the evenings.

Let us take two instances in which witchcraft pieg are said to be more
widespread than on other occasions, namely thepimiés and the recruitment
period. First, the (mini-)interpools are a time wheteam will go on tour for at
least two weeks. This is what Ashu told me withareigto last year’s interpools
in Douala. ‘We were camping at a governmental schbleere were 38 of us
players. We all slept in a huge dormitory. We wéredlowed to leave the
premises without a good reason.’ This means tlepthyers are stuck with one
another for a very crucial two-week period. Theseleontact and the importance
of the matches in the interpools can easily fudédlings among the players.

Moreover, every player wants to play the matchgsnemore so than in the
regular competition. Not only do the players reeeinigher match bonuses but,
as Joseph explained to me, the interpools areaatseans by which players are
‘discovered’ by the big clubs and recruited for tbbowing year's D1 compe-
tition. It is clear that only the players who pldye matches have the chance to
prove themselves to the ‘nation’ (the interpooks laradcasted on television).
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Ashu tells me the story of the 2002 interpools:

At first we had one player (A). We all witnessedihbe collapsed on the field. He had a
stroke. This was a player who has been playingldog. As the story was given to us,
another player (B) went to see a traditional dodtohis village. You see, some players
sneak out to do such things. He now had the chianphkay the two remaining matches. But
then B had the very same thing happening to hinadmee A had also gone to his village to
find out. His traditional doctor said that he siriack to B. B’s legs were swollen. So our
coach took him to hospital. He came back but hédeoiplay.

These examples just go on and on. For instanc&gltlie 2002 mini-inter-
pools many things happened. ‘We had one player tdwb a cold the entire
time,” Ashu explains. ‘We had a player who neverypd a single match because
he was sick. He had a bad stomach, fever, headtichgs like that. We also had
a player who had sprained his ankle. And then thea® our captain, who is now
our team manager. He was also sick and couldnit.’plEhese illnesses are,
especially when participating in such an importiatball tournament, usually
thought to be related to witchcraft and sorcery.

Let us take a brief look at another time where ataft and sorcery accusa-
tions are widespread, namely the recruitment pekidden Ashu went to Bafang
to join in the selection of new players for Unisparfew years ago, he sustained
an injury. ‘At the selections there were 90 playdrsey took on two attackers
and | was the first one. | was very happy but telysomething to me. | don’t
know the person who did it. My leg got twisted drgbt an injury right there on
the field. Luckily | was already on the list. Theome of the players came to me.
Some of them went to the toilet to smdk@nga(marijuana). They saw candles
and the names of players. They saw my name. | s&w.i Terrible things! Then
| started playing in Bafang.’

It is not difficult to understand why players wantbewitch their colleagues
(or think they are being bewitched) during the w@onent period. Just as all
players are anxious to play official matches, they equally anxious to get into
the team in the first place. Therefore some playaitgry to bewitch their direct
competitors, namely other players who play in tame position. According to
Ashu, it is not unlikely that a godfather will evgnut in money to pay for a
traditional doctor. Sometimes the godfather isdhe who visits the traditional
doctor, who in turn makes the ‘competitor’ injured.

Traditional doctor or medical doctor?

Now let us take a look at the person who has swestdaan injury on the field. It
has to be emphasized that injuries and illnessesoprno means always attri-
buted to witchcraft and sorcery. ‘It's very nornfat a player to get injured on
the field,” Essomba says. ‘At the moment, | havéewer. We should not be
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thinking of witchcraft. You cannot always run teettraditional doctor whenever
you are hurt.’

Kalla tells me that he used to be responsibleferptlayers’ well-being, so his
job was to see that injuries were treated propdihe player is usually taken to
hospital to get a medical report, some medicine aew injections. There are
two instances in which the player can decide to sdraditional doctor after-
wards. First, | heard that when a player has bramnething, it is likely that he
will visit a traditional doctor. Kalla:

We Africans believe that there are certain thirgg tannot be treated fast in hospital. The
hospital has a gradual process for treating adracSay, a leg gets broken. It's very difficult
for a hospital to treat it in a month’s time, bé thative doctor can treat a broken leg in 14
days. He uses the bones of a lion and a leopardulbteherbs on the broken leg and then he
ties the bones to the leg very strongly. We belignat the leg will get as strong as those of
the bones.

Whereas it will probably take two months for a epnlkeg to heal with hos-
pital treatment, the traditional doctor can dooitif times faster. Of course, the
sooner the player gets well, the better. Anothemaathge is that the traditional
doctor is less expensive than the hospital. ‘Iteshels on the gravity of the
problem, Kalla says. ‘If it's a broken leg you capend about FCFA 15,000 to
FCFA 20,000 (€ 22 to € 30). But in hospital it wak FCFA 100,000 (€ 152) or
more.’

‘You will go to the native doctor,” the team managmes on. ‘The native
doctor will ask you for a calabash of wine, a fogalt, oil, cowries, and when
you add it all up, it's not more than FCFA 10,00len he tells you that the
spirit’s bag is FCFA 10,000. Most of them have cactis with spirits but there
are some who have become masters of themselves Wtells you about the
spirit's bag, it's his payment.’

According to the team manager, the player will llgugo and see a medical
doctor afterwards to see if the traditional dodtas done his job well. So it is not
a question of either the medical doctor or theiti@mhl doctor but rather both of
them because they are thought to operate in diffevays.

The second reason for going to the traditional @loist when the injury some-
how does not appear to be very normal. | heardrtitest traditional doctors will
tell the player that it was indeed witchcraft orcayy that caused the injury.
Now, there are several types of traditional dogtassKalla explains, depending
on what the player wants from him. For instanceyreahs a difference between
wanting to know who caused the attack and wantiegimjury to be cured. Of
course, most players will ask for both.

‘The native doctors can be divided into three catieg,” Kalla says. ‘There
are the ones who see and do not treat; the onesedand treat; and the ones
who only treat. Some of them know the herbs tatyear broken leg but he does
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not know the cause of it. There are some that kih@rcause but cannot treat it.
He can throw cowries on the floor and call somel®dyame. He foresees and
tells. If it's natural, he will tell you. But if @layer has done it, he will tell you
and he can direct you to another person who cat y@u. And then there are
some that see and treat.’

The team manager — alias the former team captaueé Boys — has already
provided us with an example of how the traditiodattor finds the identity of
the perpetrator. He also gave us an account ofdtnaditional doctor is able to
treat a patient. From his story we learn that tlvaire be good and bad traditional
doctors. A good traditional doctor will only askwto bring him some items and
leave it at that. He will not ask you for much mgnalso, a good doctor looks at
the injury and then directs the player to a doetbo is able to treat the injury. A
bad traditional doctor will always treat the playemself, even if he does not
know how do to it, simply to collect the money. & are good and bad people
in every business,’ spiritual adviser Zé says. feéhare people who don’t even
know but they pretend as if they do.’

The team manager of Buea Boys knew that the fostat was a good one be-
cause he detected the problem and directed the neamager to a herbalist who
could treat the injury:

You know, to do harm to somebody is very easy tsitdifficult to do good to somebody.

You can have one hundred sorcerers around townubtuta few are good ones who can

perform miracles. The others are just there bectheseare looking for money. When you

come, he plays his tricks and collects money. A $iaderer first of all asks your reason for
coming here and when you tell him, he uses whathgue said and can even create enmity
between friends. He could say that your friendhesd¢ause of your illness.

But if it's a good sorcerer, he starts to tell yaaout yourself without you telling him any-

thing. After consulting his oracle, if he can cym, he’s going to tell you, but if he cannot,

he will direct you to another person who knows Howure it.

But these liars who pretend that they can do it édiately start asking for fabulous sums of

money. He can even ask FCFA 100,000 for the fiesitihent. When you come back the

following week, he will tell you that you have tayan extra FCFA 700,000 (slightly over
€ 1,000). He knows you cannot afford that and yioat will abandon the whole thing. Your

FCFA 100,000 is gone.

A very good sorcerer doesn’t ask for too much mofége person who cured me didn’t even

have a signboard. They just directed me to theopeBut when you go around town, you

see those liars with signboards outside their lrouSemetimes you have to go to another
village to find a good sorcerer.

We also learn from this story that a bad traditiawetor will always point out
someone who put witchcraft or sorcery on the plageen if that player has had
nothing to do with it. Most of the time, the tradital doctor makes sure he
knows the latest gossip. For instance, he may kihaivthe player has a problem
with another player in the team and in this casedreeasily use the information
to find the perpetrator.
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One attack can easily lead to another, even itthes never any witchcraft or
sorcery in the first place. So although accusatamesbad news for the function-
ing of the team, the domino effect it can createvien worse. Z¢é tells me that
goalkeeper B in Olympique de Buea, after ‘discawgrihat the old goalkeeper
had bewitched him, retaliated in exactly the sanag.\Wl'm sure he (goalkeeper
B) realized what was going on because you saw hewld goalkeeper (A) was
catching against the team from Ghana during thermational match. He was
also catching just like the other goalkeeper, ststhow witchcraft operates.’

To round up this story, Kalla says that the ho$jbilés and those of the tradi-
tional doctor are being paid by the club. If a glagomes to see him and says
that another player has bewitched him, the teamagemwill tell the other player
to refrain from using witchcraft and sorcery and tdase is closed. Nobody gets
punished. ‘We, the management, don’t look at itaagroblem caused by the
players,’ Kalla says. ‘We look at it as somethihgtthappens naturally.’

Levelling and accumulation

Witchcraft and sorcery are traditionally said tedtion as a levelling force in
society. When the national government is far awssgple in the villages and
small towns have to settle their own disputes andl Ways of making sure that
local peace is maintained. Inequality is a fergiound for unrest because
unwanted emotions, such as jealousy and angeardiend the corner. Bowie
(2000: 220) describes it as a ‘notion ... of limitpabd’:

There is only a certain finite amount of healthailtle and happiness to go around. If some-
one is particularly successful, fertile, and fodtenin life there is an assumption that they
have profited at someone else’s expense. The prspenay fear those who are less well-
off, because of the power of their jealousy, anthges from a sense of guilt and arising
from the shared assumption that in a zero-sum ghmenly “fair” system is one in which
good fortune is distributed as evenly as possible.

Witchcraft and sorcery are usually directed agagmestple who are doing well.
Within the football teams in Buea, we have seen #ltimcks are thought to be
directed against the players who play matches eceive the match bonuses and
who are, therefore, the popular guys in town. Samtusations are, in turn, usual-
ly made against the players on the bench who néymky in the same position
as the unfortunate, bewitched colleague.

The levelling function is clear since these wit@itbeliefs make players who
do well afraid of witchcraft and sorcery. In thisnse, witchcraft functions as a
moral framework by which unequal distribution ofaltéd is seen as immoral. As
Leseth (1997: 166) argues, this ‘idea of equality is related to practice, it is
morality of conduct rather than a morality of béinghe morality in witchcratft is
also visible in the motives and actions of witcliesmselves which, as Gluck-
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man (1955: 86) explains, are equally immoral anitsocial: ‘... witchcraft as a

theory of causation embraces a theory of morals,tfeays that witches are
wicked people. It is their wicked feelings whichusa their witchcraft to do

harm. Azande say: “Jealousy comes first and witdhéollows after”. The ethics

of witchcraft thus disapprove of the common antitgbvices and approve of the
virtues of many societies.’

The levelling function aside, beliefs in witchcrafid sorcery are also explana-
tions ofwhy some people are rich, famous and progressingGaesichiere (1998:
814) argues that witchcraft ‘.is supposedly used as a levelling force, under-
mining inequalities in wealth and power, but thensdorce is often supposed to
be indispensable for the accumulation of such \Wweattd powerWitchcraft is
both jealousy and succé$sy emphasis].

Fisiy & Geschiere (2001: 227) lift the subject oitalcraft to a higher level
when they argue that

.. it is precisely this ambivalence of being a fofoe both levelling and accumulation of
power and riches that explains why witchcraft remmasuch an omnipresent image in
present-day Africa, despite all modern changeschiiaft is often associated with jealousy
— that is, with hidden aggression by the weak agdhre rich and powerful ... However, at a
more hidden level, witchcraft is equally associagith those who are doing well. Rumours
also link it to the rich and powerful who allegediye their success to the use of varied
occult sources and forces.

So witchcraft and sorcery are not only used agatistrs to level things up,
they are also used by people to gain wealth ancessdy itself.

In this respect, Ashu told me an interesting stdvgut Olympique de Buea’s
team captain. Apparently, Ashu is very suspicioluthe captain’s career in foot-
ball so far. Both Ashu and the captain are aboeistime age but while Ashu has
had to cope with all sorts of misfortunes, the aap$ career has skyrocketed in
only a few years. Three or four years ago, theataptvas discovered by the
president of Olympique de Buea at a time when he stidl playing in a third-
division team in a village near Limbe. He becane dtar of the team during the
interpools that led Olympique into the D1 competitand nowadays he is one of
the most promising players in the country. In fattthe end of my stay in Came-
roon, the president of Olympique de Buea managéseth his team captain to a
major club in Ghana.

First of all, Ashu told me that a football play@mply cannot progress at such
a fast pace due to natural physical limitationscabe, the somewhat dubious
lifestyle of the captain is, according to Ashu, mompatible with his career.
Drinking, smoking, having many girlfriends and ggito nightclubs every week-
end should not be leading to such impressive fdloggaformances. Ashu sus-
pects the captain of having received supernatunakeps from the mountain here
in Buea. The mountain, as we already know, is saidlave immense powers.
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Some traditional doctors know how to obtain and tree powers from these
areas, but at significant cost. Whenever a persarthis case a player — wants to
progress in life, he can go up the mountain inabpany of such a traditional
doctor.

However, whereas the traditional doctor usuallysask some sort of animal
sacrifice, the stakes are somewhat higher this. thaeording to Ashu, a person
has to give a ‘loved one’ to the traditional docémd the loved one has to be a
‘blood relation’. The traditional doctor will safide this blood relation to obtain
these powers. ‘They can even ask for your moth&shiu says. ‘One time a
simple carpenter who makes furniture became exisemeh in one or two
months. He lost his mother and he became extrenoély

In short, in cases such as the captain’s caregrgssing unusually fast, some
people might think that he had received supernppanaers — and made a human
sacrifice in the process.

Now Ashu has a similar story to tell about himselien he was playing for
Unisport de Bafang. It appears that a human seeri not always required
when obtaining supernatural powers. Instead, maagysometimes also do the
trick. One day, two old traditional doctors cametaphim and said: “You're a
good player. You can become better than those datdahe top.”

They said that they could help me. First, | hadiimg FCFA one million (€ 1,520). They
were going to buy things with the money. Then theywld put me into a deep valley with a
waterfall. | was supposed to stay there for seva@ysdThey said that seven days was the
conclusion of the process of the powers to get inéo They said: “After this time you will
see the miracle yourself. Then you are going tedvg powerful.”

They told me they have to keep the money in a icepiace and when we go back we will
not see that money. It means the spirit has acdeépéeemoney. They will see what they were
supposed to buy with some directory. So what theygaing to buy is to come from the
spiritual world. They were also supposed to bringea spear. They said: “When we come
afterwards, the spirit will have replaced the speitin something else.”

We all know that these types of things are not gditsla sect. These are powers, yes, but
destructive ones.

In the end, Ashu refused to accept the offer bex#us amount of money was

too high and he thought it was too dangerous. éimsethat these powers can
even kill the person who has accepted them, ahalesee later on.

The test match

Football is a relatively new way for Cameroonianssticceed in life and is,
therefore, closely linked to witchcraft's dual fuilen of levelling and accumu-
lation. Every player in Cameroon wants to play icauntry where football is
profitable, at least more so than in this country.
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The situation in Cameroon and the rest of Africerelates with Wallerstein’s
(1974) world systems theory, which is readily apgiile to contemporary world
football. He argues that an interdependence existereen all nations in the
world and that there are strong and intimate r@hstiips between the so-called
core areas such as Europe and the peripheral iardas so-called Third World.
While the core dominates the peripheral areash@&ethe core nor the periphery
can sustain themselves independently. We can sg¢éhih flow of footballers is
mostly a one-way affair, namely from the periphenaas (Latin America, South
East Asia and Africa) to the core countries in pero

Of course, there is also a semi-periphery which tore area in a peripheral
area. As for football in Africa, it is evident th&otball players from Mali,
Sudan, Zambia and Rwanda, among others, are marewilling to be trans-
ferred to clubs in South Africa, Nigeria, GhanaNarth African countries. Many
African football players also go to clubs in Jap&outh Korea or the Middle
East (particularly Saudi Arabia).

For Cameroonian and African players in generalyeth@re three ways to
achieve their objective in finding a club abroad:

Some migrants arrive as a result of their ownatiites ... A second group is made up of

migrants who are recommended by an agent and mayawen to Europe on the basis of a

videotape or an invitation to demonstrate theilitds. ... The third group is made up of

players who are known to European coaches or Afra@outs who have witnessed these
promising players at first hand. (Bale 2004: 238323

For most players in Buea, Europe is a true imag@ooftball) paradise. ‘The
way of living there is good,” Essomba explainscah go to Holland and play for
three or four years. | will have more money thamsbody who has worked for
the Cameroonian government for ten or fifteen yéars

As Armstrong & Giulianotti (2004: 11) argue, ‘[flJdhe handful [of players]
that succeed, social status and economic secuwitglangside the pleasure of
playing the game regularly’. Indeed, there are monre examples of African
players who gained fame and fortune in major Eumapelubs. The successful
players who return to Africa now and again confifme European ideal, espe-
cially those who play in the various national teams

However, the majority of the players who have fhile become football stars
are easily forgotten. Bale (2004: 237) has arghetl the ‘... systematization of
recruitment, migration and work of African footlat can be read as a form of
neocolonialism and exploitation in the well wornr&pean traditions of scram-
bling for Africa’. In general, African players cédwe regarded ‘..as relatively
“cheap labour”, in Western terms’ (Ibid.: 235). Bre & Van der Drift (1997:
84) give an example of European scouts who lookpfomising African players
and then have them sign highly unfavourable cotgrac
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Although the players’ ultimate goal is to play ineoof the European leagues,
they usually have to settle for a country in Afridche Middle East, Eastern
Europe or South East Asia. In general, players dvbké to be invited for a ‘test
match’ at a club abroad where a player can theticgaate in training sessions
for a few weeks to give the coach an idea of hatlfall qualities and mental
skills.

Whenever a player leaves Cameroon to play in agier®otball competition,
he is called dushfallerin pidgin dialect. This simply means that the glawill
fall out of the bush (Cameroon) to go and play iEwopean football league.
There he will make a lot of money, after which hésf back into the bush now
and again to share his riches with friends andlfami

There is a lot of witchcraft and sorcery involvedthe international aspira-
tions of Cameroonian players. The main reasongaina jealousy. ‘When some-
body is jealous of you, he always tries to blockiytuture,” Essomba explains.
‘He blocks you because he doesn’t want you to me®rHe can go to the
medicine man to block you. He can do any mystiesig so that you won't pro-
gress.’

First, the captain of Olympique de Buea has betttssl for at least five test
matches in Asia, the Middle East and Europe, mathfpugh the connections
and efforts of his godfather, the president of Qdjqne de Buea. Unfortunately
for him, no club has yet offered him a contracthé@tattackers in the club are
said to be jealous and angry of the fact that the president sends the captain
for test matches but does not even think about théstening to the rumours in
town, | learned that one or more team mates thexddewitched the captain so
that he would fail in every test match. This timreuand, the captain and club
president have kept the test match in Japan atsantk instead, spread the
rumour that he was going to the village to bury desd brother. In this case,
nobody knew anything about the test match and re wauld thus think of
bewitching the captain.

Second, Ashu is one of two players who have belecteel by the head coach
of Buea Boys to go for a test match. The head caachthe club president both
have a lot of connections in European footballhditgh Ashu was supposed to
go to Germany sometime in April 2003, he had nfitthee country by the time |
returned home in late August. A few years earkehiu got the chance to go for
a test match at a club in Indonesia. After he hadyht the ticket, it mysteriously
disappeared at his parents’ house two days befsréeparture. Some time later,
Ashu was supposed to go to a club in Ghana. Upavahim Accra, he suddenly
fell extremely ill and had to return to Camerooghtiaway. In both cases, Ashu
suspects that some Buea Boys players bewitcheddipnevent him from suc-
ceeding in a foreign competition.
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Witchcraft and sorcery can thus be seen as an mefpda as to why some
players manage to get selected by foreign clubsbasdme rich in the process,
while other players are ‘denied’ such chances a&gplon struggling in their own
impoverished football leagues. Witchcraft discoarsan explain success and
failure, wealth and poverty, good luck and bad ludiowever, witchcraft and
sorcery can also be seen as personal attemptsalpgrplto blame their own
failures on the jealous behaviour of others. Asclhnan (1955: 89) states, ‘...
clearly the selection of a witch is guided by a maswn view of his personal
relations, by his own grudges, ambitions, and sinmskentiments. But his accusa-
tions also have to appear reasonable before aagenélic.” Players who do not
play official matches or fail to get accepted byeign clubs may think of witch-
craft, while others would perhaps say that theiissleave a lot to be desired.

Since witchcraft accusations are selective andopaisit is necessary to look
at the motivations of the ‘accuser’ and the relattup between the ‘accuser’ and
the ‘accused’. A clear example is Ashu’s accusatigainst Olympique de Brea’s
team captain. Also, since witchcraft accusationsallg arise between persons
who have some sort of social relationship, Ble€k7@t 527) suggests the need to
‘... take into account some of the characteristicsostgp’. During his fieldwork
among the Kwahu, an Akan sub-group in Ghana, heodesed that *...witch-
craft accusations in that society were far fronmfal public affairs. Most accu-
sations were expressed covertly, some could hdrdlalled accusations ...’
(Ibid.: 526).

Also, ‘... witchcraft accusations were ... characterised byymaonflicting
versions and it would have been incorrect to sedeet of them as the “official
version”. All of them should be studied in their mveontext and given due
attention’ (Ibid.: 526). Indeed, the captain of @lyique de Buea’'s unsuccessful
test matches provided fertile ground for many watelft rumours around town.

The death of Marc-Vivien Foé

While injuries and iliness are usually a cleargdagfor rumours involving witch-
craft and sorcery around town, the death of a persahe ultimate and most
important producer of gossip. Moreover, it is wisenmebody dies that we can
see how rumours and gossip may lead to differeplaeations for one and the
same event. After all, nobody actually knows a# facts. The death of Marc-
Vivien Foé is such an example. Foé used to be @ectsd player in the Came-
roonian national team and he also played for MasteineCity and Olympique
Lyon, among other clubs, in England and France.

Essomba and | were watching that fateful semi-fmatch of the Confedera-
tions Cup on 26 June 2003 in a bar along the nwad.rCameroon was leading
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Colombia 1-0 when, in the 75th minute of play, Rtiéof a sudden fell down on
the field without the ball or any opponent near hiis eyes were completely
white, like a zombie. Beer bottles fell on the flad the bar in Buea. Men and
women were screaming and shouting and waving #@rens around. Essomba
stood up, sat down, stood up and sat down agaymgaThis is bad! This is
really bad!’

A little while later, when the television commemtahad announced that Foé
was dead, Essomba and | were walking back towasdsdmpound. We passed
the Rasta player who had played together with Ed@aaon de Yaoundé in the
1990s. Essomba was really worried about thingsotoec And he was also very
angry. ‘Tomorrow morning | will go to the club prdent to ask for my signature
premium. How can | keep on playing now? Football @angerous sport! | don’t
want to die without getting any of my money. Whdlwake care of my wife and
little daughter?’

Essomba added something else as well. ‘Now youwuast and listen. To-
morrow people will start to talk. There will be at lof stories about how Foé
died.’ Indeed, over the next few weeks, | put tbgethree major storylines sur-
rounding the death of Marc-Vivien Foé, who, accogdio the coroner, died of a
heart attack as a result of fatigue.

The first story is related to witchcraft within Feéwn family. It is said that
Foé was one of the richest Indomitable Lions bat tie was either sharing his
wealth only with certain family members or with faamily members at all. We
know that family members can be very upset whehingtcomes their way. One
way of dealing with such a situation is witchcraifid sorcery. Some older family
members allegedly visited a traditional doctor ¢svtich the football player. The
result is that Foé died doing what made him rickhim first place, namely play-
ing football. After Foé’s death, the family splip bbecause of the controversy.
Some members accused Foé’s wife of keeping allmbeey for herself. For
instance, Marie-Louise Foé received a cheque fdd RED,000 after a memorial
football match between Foé’s friends and a so-dallk Star team in the stadium
in Lyon where he died. She collected a lot of mofreyn different events and
activities but, according to family members, nesfeared it with them.

The second story relates to the rumour that Foéived supernatural powers
in order to play football. Remember Ashu’s storpuatthe Olympique de Buea
team captain. It is said that Foé called upon swgaral powers with the help of
a traditional doctor. We can assume that the spdid not ask for any sacrifice
because nobody around Foé died during that peHedprobably had to give a
lot of money to the traditional doctor. Howeveryane who calls upon these
supernatural powers should know that the powersare evil and are usually
far too strong for any man to control. At leastttlsawhat the players in Buea
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would say. It can happen that such powers ultipatebtroy the player, which is
exactly what some people in Buea claim happenddarc-Vivien Foé. In fact,
most players in Buea believe that the successfuic#&d football players in
Europe have all relied upon such powers at soma paring their careers. They
surely could not have gotten where they are nowheir own account. Sorcerers
and other traditional doctors must have helped tbertheir way to the top.

The third story is about Cameroon’s national teard a secret society. It is
said that the Indomitable Lions and a couple ofc@fs from FECAFOOT
visited a secret society before the start of thenf€@derations Cup. A secret
society can make your wishes come true. But th@geexcompensation for their
work. This compensation usually consists of a huserifice. As was the case
with the captain of Olympique de Buea, the persmmé sacrificed should be
someone very close to you. The Indomitable Lionshwwas to win a major
football tournament. The downside was that theytbhazhcrifice one player from
their midst to reach that goal. That player turmed to be Marc-Vivien Foé.
Cameroon did manage to reach the final of the touent where they beaten 1-0
by their former colonial ruler, France. Why Camerabd not win the Confede-
rations Cup was probably the main topic of new rura@and gossip.

The case of Marc-Vivien Foé shows how the deatla glayer can lead to
multiple spiritual explanations. In this instanead in others as well, one will
never know who is telling the truth or, in factaiybody is even remotely close
to telling the truth. Indeed, | wish to emphasiaattall stories of witchcraft and
sorcery lie within the misty realm between truthd dittion since most of the
stories are a direct result of human emotions addieim agendas.

Bewitching the coach, the field and the team

Zé and | are now walking along one of the eighicaf trails through the Bota-
nical Gardens. There are trails leading to the wade, to places where lava
used to flow down the mountain to the sea, anddasawith centuries-old trees.
We decide to visit the nearby amphitheatre in Jangllage. The spiritual ad-
viser’s voice echoes from all four corners of thedtre as he starts talking about
witchcraft and sorcery among the executives otctbbs.

It is not difficult to understand that if playerarcbe angry and jealous of each
other, the same emotions can be found among clabuéixes too. It is mostly
the head coach who has to endure a lot of witchemnadl sorcery against his
person, such as the coach of Olympique de BuegoAsip went around town, |
heard that the last coach was either bewitchedh&ydrmer technical director of
the club or by coaches from other clubs. To begith ihe former technical
director, he was very angry when he had to leagechhb. It is said that he went
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to a traditional doctor to put witchcraft on thaneas long as the coach was still
employed by Olympique de Buea. This, then, is #ason why the team lost six
matches in a row. Finally the president found dubwd it and had to fire the
coach to bring luck back to the team.

In the second story, the same coach supposedlydsaity a press conference
in Yaoundé that there were no good coaches in GaneNaturally, the coaches
were very angry and, as the story goes, bewitchedtdh make sure his team
would stop winning matches. Thus, in addition te #lready mentioned cor-
ruption, the coach may have been dismissed bea#Husevitchcraft or sorcery
attack.

When executives start putting witchcraft and sgraer each other, the team is
bound to start losing matches. Usually, it is oféhe assistant coaches who
bewitches the head coach in order to take his plaaame wants to get rid of a
head coach, the thing to do is to stop him fromingsuccess with the team.
After a few lost matches, the president will suraly him.

To take Olympique de Buea as an example againpWwkimat the assistant
coach started to dislike the new head coach. Itse&sd that he put medicine on
the team so that the team stopped winning matdhdsed, the president fired
the head coach (after losing a match to Caiman deald) and he made the
assistant coach the new head coach. When the liead coach left Buea to
return to his village in the Eastern Province, heswgaid to have complained
about the witchcraft practices of the assistantlkoa

According to Essomba, at the very moment he bedhamenew head coach,
the assistant coach removed the medicine fromedhmtso that he could win
matches again. ‘Most coaches are not friendly,5&s. ‘Some of them will not
want the other to be the head coach. Sometimebdhd coach is not as well-
trained as the assistant coach so he will alwaysrmgy that he’'s only the
assistant. The assistant coach will go and seadititmal doctor. He will do
some traditional medicine. He will block the team that it will lose five
matches. The head coach will be sent away andgsistant coach will be the
head coach.’

Zé has a similar story to tell about Fovu de Batieom the West Province.
This story involves a ‘white’ head coach.

Ever since their white coach came, they have nen lowing well because the black coaches
around him don’t want the white coach. So theytarimg to use a spell to discourage the
team, so that any time the white coach standsealseld coach, the team doesn’'t win. That's
what's happening to Fovu. When they bring in a whibach they will play about five
matches without winning even one.

So this time when the white coach came they losssaight matches. The club president
said: “Okay, they have started again.” He knowstighgoing on! He’s an African. The man
has experience. On so many occasions he wondeiddy fs it that the team is doing fine,
but when | bring in a white technician everythiatj§ apart, and not even once or twice?”
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He told the black coaches at a meeting that evdeifteam club loses matches and goes
down to division two, this coach was not going. $4éd: “I brought him here and he has to
be here. | used my money in bringing him here.”

So the black coaches were afraid that the presitmhtunderstood them and they stopped.
Now they have won three straight matches with #mescoach.

The examples of witchcraft and sorcery among teatesnand executives are
all related to people within the same team and.dluproves that a team and a
club are not as homogeneous and united as theytisoeseappear. Individual
executives and players have their own goals indifd these do not always cor-
respond with the goals of the team or club in ganer

Supporters too can become jealous of each othan tris case, of supporters
of another club. This is actually the first storfyvatchcraft, sorcery and black
magic | heard after arriving in Cameroon. Everyban\Buea knew about the
story of Sable de Batie. Sable de Batie is, as m@vk a club from the West
Province. It was formed back in 1996 but manageditothe D1 competition
just three years later. It is therefore known as ohthe bigger clubs from the
Bamileke region. The club, however, has had to emdulot of hatred from the
supporters of Racing de Bafoussam. This story omsfiwhat Kalla said on
Wednesday, namely that internal conflicts and tisba in the Bamileke region
prevent these teams from winning the D1 competidanh and every year. Z¢,
Kalla and several players in Buea explained thesdn to me.

Batie is a village near Bafoussam. Baham is agellaear Bafoussam. Neither team has a
decent field in their village. Some years ago #ents decided to start playing their first-
division matches in Bafoussam. Bafoussam is thé&alapf the West Province and home of
one of the oldest teams in the province, namelyrigac

Sable de Batie and Fovu de Baham are doing weharcompetition. They are even doing
better than Racing. The supporters of Racing attengevery jealous. Racing wants its name
back in town. It wants to be the maost popular tegain.

The supporters of Racing went to see a traditidnator. They asked the doctor to spoil the
field for Sable and Fovu. The traditional doctornivéo the field and performed certain
rituals. So every time Sable and Fovu played theine matches on the field in Bafoussam,
they wouldn’t be able to win the match.

Last year Fovu found out that the Racing supponerse interfering with their matches.
They wrote a letter to FECAFOOT to say that theyldao longer play in Bafoussam. So
they started playing their home matches in Mbowdach is another village near Bafous-
sam. The team in Mbouda, Bamboutos, didn’t mindo¥u went to play its matches in the
village. And since then there were no more probleangovu.

At the beginning of this year Sable also wrotetgetedo FECAFOQOT in which they said that
they would play their home matches in Douala. FEO®H said that there were already
several first-division teams in Douala so they sefili Sable’s request. The football federation
said that if Sable wanted to play in Douala, theyuld have to do it in the second division.
So Sable had to stay in Bafoussam.

Now, halfway through the competition they havendnaa single match in Bafoussam. They
have drawn six matches and lost two. So Sabledisd a solution.

This is what Essomba tells me about the story @ieSde Batie. ‘Whenever
Sable is ahead with 25 points and Racing has E7R#éting supporters will do
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something to block Sable. Sable will also block iRgcso that they go ahead.
You cannot imagine that since the season startgule $ias won only two away
matches. It's very bad. So they can win outsideBafoussam, but not in
Bafoussam.” Note that the supporters of Sable de Baarted doing the same
thing, namely having a native doctor bewitch orikihe field to obstruct Racing
de Bafoussam.

People from outside the club can also exhibit arggrjealous behaviour to-
wards the team. This is exactly what happened tin&oe de Yaoundé in this
year's D1 competition (2003). We already know thannerre is one of the
oldest and best-managed clubs in the country. Tpreiblem is that somebody
hasblockedthe team altogether. This kind of witchcraft orcgoy is also called
‘lock the team’, ‘tie the team’ or ‘putting a padloon the team’. A traditional
doctor is the person who has put the padlock origam and he is the one who
holds the key. Zé and several players in Bueart@dhe following story.

The owner of Tonnerre died a few years ago. Hethvaslub’s founding father. A general in
the army put down FCFA 300 million (€ 457,000); gexretary-general of the club FCFA
200 million (€ 304,000). The first became the piest; the second the vice-president. They
bought a lot of good players, like George Weah, thett sold them for a lot of money. The
club’s income was FCFA 100 million (€ 152,000). Tierre was better organized than any
other club in the country. They could pay each @laysalary of between FCFA 250,000 and
FCFA 500,000 (€ 381 to € 762) every month.

So after the two men took over, the club was ddimg, better than before. They were run-
ning the club like a company. After some time thengyal left the club. The secretary-
general became the president.

All of a sudden the wife of the founding fatheratigered that there was money in the club,
so she wanted the club back in family hands. Thb pfresident said: “You are too late. You
can buy shares and be a shareholder.” The wife t@erdurt, but the judge agreed with the
president.

Then the wife said openly that the team would ddogn to the second division if they
didn’t give it back to her. Tonnerre is a very luigh so people didn’t take her very se-
riously. The widow went to see a traditional docfbhis doctor put a spell on the team. He
tied the team. At the moment, Tonnerre is thirdrfiast in the league. They have the best
players and one of the best coaches, but they taninaheir matches. They are trying very
hard to untie the team but so far they have nat veey successful.

The club has been divided into two camps now. Mbshe followers of the team are behind
the woman’s family because they are from the sarea. &or example, the man who owns
Victoria United in Limbe is a local man. But lesay that somebody from Tiko becomes the
club president. Then the people from Limbe will :s&ye want our team back.” The
majority of the supporters are behind that womarebsee the father was the founder of the
club.

Why do people suspect that a team is bewitcheeas tan be many reasons
for a team to lose matches? Zé told me that heskad Tonnerre de Yaoundé
play a match against Union de Douala. ‘Tonnerrggdavery well and they had

many chances to score. When they play like thisstfidose the match, | knew
something was wrong. Anybody could see it. Theynocamput the ball into the
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net. It's like there is somebody who's blocking thedl when it is coming into the
net, which is possible.’

He said the same thing about matches of Fovu desBalthen the black
coaches were obstructing the white head coach. rdowpto him, there is great
unity within the team, the individual players arery talented and they employ
good tactics, but they still lose their matches, iEpeople realize that ‘normal’
circumstances cannot be the reason for a teams® rwatches, they are more
likely to search for a spiritual explanation. Anethinstance of suspecting that
there is witchcraft and sorcery involved is wheteam such as Olympique de
Buea loses six matches in a row. Indeed, we nowkhat the former technical
director may have blocked the coach and, theretdse, the team.

Zé and | are walking back towards Church Stre¢théncentre of Limbe where
taxi drivers are waiting for passengers. | say @yedio him and get into a taxi
with one other person. The time of departure isasebrding to the ability of the
taxi driver to attract enough passengers — inittsgance, three of them. The sun
is dropping rapidly behind one of the many hillsgilife in Limbe is about to
start. As the bus gains speed on the main roaan Isee that two vehicles have
hit each other head on. | have to think about Aslwords when he said that a
traffic accident is usually caused when a witclsanrcerer steps into a taxi or bus.
He will make the vehicle crash and then he justkevaway. Considering the
numerous accidents in Cameroon, it is no wonddrpbaple look for explana-
tions in the spiritual world.

Then my thoughts are directed towards the bewitciiroé Tonnerre de Ya-
oundé. ‘Locking the team’ must be by far the mastad way of making teams
lose football matches throughout the season.

Ashu’s ring

It appears to be an ordinary ring. It is made dfigand | can see a bit of en-
graving on the side. Ashu bought the ring in a magkfew years ago. | am not
quite sure why | have to take a look at this riRye minutes ago | knocked on
Ashu’s door to see if he was still feeling ill. KHaid he was okay, closed the
sheets hanging in front of the window and staredpgeak softly. ‘If | didn’t
have my ring, | could have been seriously ill.’

Apparently, the ring has defensive powers againstheraft and sorcery.
‘When | returned home from my test match in Ghaneas sick for a long time,’
Ashu says. ‘It was then that | noticed that peapleld bewitch you. | had to find
protection against this.” It seems that parentaltqmtion through traditional
benediction and the ancestral cup is not enougyepd need more protection
against all sorts of evil powers.



Friday 131

When Ashu went to see a sorcerer in his hometdwenirtan took a metal pot,
put powders and herbs in it and placed it abovepsn fire. He started grinding
the herbs in the pot. The ring was placed insiéepibt until it turned red. Then
the sorcerer placed the red-hot ring on Ashu’seingt did not hurt him at all.
Now Ashu had a specially prepared ring that woulstert him against all kinds
of witchcraft and sorcery. Most players would @lth items talismans or lucky
charms.

Ashu says the ring has protected him before. Ihdhse, he suspects the same
Francophone player who injured the former captaow(the team manager) of
Buea Boys of bewitching him as well. His story ttaat the beginning of the
2003 football season when the head coach madedam taptain. This story is
not about the recent spiritual attack (yesterdalésk-out on the field) but about
one that happened earlier.

The Francophone player who bewitched the formetataf Buea Boys had
been disappointed again. When Ashu came to theingpsession one day, the
Francophone player greeted him and shook his haaohe time later the ring
broke into several pieces on the field. Ashu quigkicked up the pieces and
called for two of his team mates. ‘I told them &z st for themselves, but | didn’t
want them to tell anyone. | wanted them to be eyegses. Then | wrapped the
remains of the ring in a piece of paper. | will ggée ring until | take it to the
person who gave it to me. Then he will see whathapened because he’s the
only one who can tell me what's going on with tigr If he tells me, | can tell
you. For now | only know that it was for defence.’

One of these players was Joseph who confirmedtting ter on. There was
an attack and the ring had indeed been brokenheupeérpetrator had failed to
hurt Ashu. Luckily the sorcerer gave him a secand,rthe one he is wearing
now.

| am still trying to comprehend this story when Astakes a cardboard box
out from underneath his bed. He unwraps the famameing pieces of ring. ‘You
know,” he says, ‘just before the attack | knew stimmg) was about to go wrong.
Whenever there is danger, the ring will turn blatkat's what happened the day
before the attack.’ If this should happen, the s@ctold Ashu, he would have to
remove the ring quickly because the blackness lamgubsequent heating of the
ring could cut off his finger. After removing théng, he would have to wash
himself in hot salty water. Afterwards he had toesege a lime and rub the juice
all over his body.

The sorcerer had not only given Ashu the ring veitdetailed set of instruc-
tions but the latter was also informed about thg’s ‘expiry date’. Apparently, a
prepared ring like that cannot hold its protecipmvers forever. This particular
ring is only ‘valid’ for the period of one year. &w protection has its own expiry
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date, ranging from six months to two years to eV&ror 20 years. Also, every
protection has its own strict rules for the beareand these usually have some-
thing to do with women.

So Ashu has yet another reason for going to hiagel ‘His’ sorcerer can tell
him what happened on the field at the beginninthefyearand earlier this week.
But Ashu tells me that everybody knew that it wae Erancophone player who
had bewitched him. Soon after the attack, the hwaath dismissed the player
from the team. Now there is another player whohiallenging him for the cap-
tain’s band. This time the player will not be dissed so easily, since he enjoys
the protection of the assistant coach.

Ashu tells me that whoever has tried to bewitch thim week should be very
afraid. It seems that there are different kindprotection. Some only protect the
bearer from witchcraft and sorcery but others withtect and strike back at the
same time. For instance, the ring is comparable marror because it sends the
attack back to the perpetrator. Whereas some fofrpsotection will only send
the original attack back to its ‘owner’, other fansuch as the ring, will send the
original attack back and with much more force. Adaoag to Ashu, his ring can
even strike the perpetrator in a deadly fashion.

| am quite confused when | leave the compoundpatih | am glad that Ashu
is feeling better. He said that the short naturdisfillness proves that his pro-
tection was ‘sound’. | am walking down the mainddawards the beach bar
where a lot of Olympique de Buea players are hangut right now. Some of
them are sitting at the bar with a Pamplemoussdajswatching a Nigerian
movie on television. One of the players is eafufy anderu, which is made of
leaves and cassava.

The person | want to meet is not at the bar butesbme later | come across
him in his compound. Essomba wants to buy me sauod &t a bar down the
main road. He orders two big fish and a woman phasn directly on a grill in
front of the bar. This is what Cameroonians reblg: roasted fish with onions
and pepper. It is imperative for me to buy a batflbeer to wash away the spicy
pepper. Suddenly | hear a strange loud crackingdotlhe head of the fish just
disappeared into Essomba’s mouth. It is difficaltget used to the fact that
everybody likes to order ‘head fish'. | myself ubyao for ‘tail fish’, although
without intending to actually eat the tail. Essonmi@rms me that the eyes are
‘very sweat’ and that they ‘melt in your mouth’.

Essomba’s lion skin

We are relaxing in Essomba’s room. Now that | hheard something about
protection against witchcraft and sorcery, | mightwell ask him about his own.
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After all, Ashu has just assured me tleaery player has protection. At first,
Essomba is hesitant to tell me anything. ‘I believ&od. That's enough.’

Then he changes his mind and opens a side pocket bhg. ‘There is some-
thing in my bag. | move everywhere with it but itist good to tell you, because
it's dangerous.” This ‘something’ looks like an orary seed from a particular
kind of fruit. It was given to him by his grandfathin the village. He says that he
brings the seed along whenever he leaves the htumn't show it to people;’
Essomba says. ‘Most people don’'t know. You mayisgemy bag but you will
never know what it is. It's just for protectionlife against people. When they try
me, they will know that | am strong. And they wilbt want to come close to me
because it disturbs them. The seed protects me damments, from bad people,
those who are jealous, witchcratft ...’

The seed is protection in general and so is theklpawder he is showing me.
He says he uses the powder three times a day -fabing some of it on his
tongue — whenever he is going ‘to a party or orr tmecause your friend can
always put something in your food. If they do sammed, it will not affect me.’

Essomba says he also has specific protection @b#&tl. He takes a small jar
out of the bedside cabinet with some sort of blagpkid in it. He applies it to his
face and it seems to be changing colours. ‘I'venbesng it for three years now.
If I want to play, | just rub it on my face.” Whie face? He tells me that when-
ever a traditional doctor wants to put sorcery @eeson, he has to be able to see
the face — in a bowl of water, a glass sphere atewer he is using as a device.
The liquid makes the face invisible to the doct@nce he cannot do anything to
hurt the person.

The black liquid also protects him in a more dirgety. ‘The opposing team
might have used a type of medicine and when theghtoyou, you might suffer
some effects,” Essomba says. ‘When | have rubbisdntiedicine on me, it will
not work.” For instance, when there is a matcls itustomary for players from
both teams to shake each other’'s hands. ‘They halveed something in the
palm of their hand and they shake your hand, hda@xs. ‘During the match
you will be feeling dizzy but after the match yoilwe fine.’

So, in this case, can a player not simply decidevtond shaking hands? ‘How
will you refuse to shake hands with him? Footbakifriendly sport so you must
greet your opponent by shaking hands. Did youristewhat Desailly (a player
from France) said during the Confederations Cup8alllg said that FIFA is
spoiling everything. What is the need to greet pedmm one end to the other
end? You can just greet the person beside you.iljesafrom Ghana so he
knows those types of things. Later on FIFA said traetings in football don’t
really mean anything. If you don’t want to greedteat players you can stay where
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you are. But | greet by shaking hands. I'm not idff@ecause I'm already pro-
tected by a good native doctor.’

Essomba pushes his fist against mine. ‘This is wbate players do,’ he says.
‘They use a different style of greeting. It meahattthese players do not have
enough protection.’

But how does Essomba know that the black liquidcismially working proper-
ly? It seems that traditional doctors perform temtswhatever it is they have
prepared for their ‘client’. ‘After giving you thmedicine, the traditional doctor
greets you with another medicine to make sure yeunat weakened. By using
the other one that makes people weak, they witthorou and see the effect.’

Now Essomba becomes more mysterious as he walledeva corner of the
room. He stands on a chair and reaches on topsotlbset and grabs another
small plastic jar. ‘This is the most powerful prctien | have,” he says. | am
allowed to take a look inside. It is difficult tdentify the content but it seems to
be some sort of feather and a bone with red powdsund it. ‘It has so many
things that they have brought together and joitike the skin of a lion. That red
powder is to make the medicine stronger so thannot be destroyed.’

Essomba tells me that he uses both the black ligndlthe skin of the lion
before he goes to a training session or an offitiatch. However, the jar with
the skin of the lion never leaves the house. ‘ydake it and put it in front of me
and pray. Then | touch it before leaving. | dordtry it anywhere. When | pray, |
don’t open my door. When somebody is knocking I'tlanswer until | finish
praying. | will pray and touch it and say: “Godydve never tried to do anything
bad to anybody and | don’t see why any of my frestould do anything to me.
May you protect me because | am pure. | don’t doanl as | am living. | don’t
want anybody to harm me.” Then | will cover it aglto the match.’

So how did he find the right traditional doctorget protection? Again, there
are many bad traditional doctors and most playemrkof good ones through
relatives, friends or even supporters of the clihere may be some supporters
who like me,” Essomba explains. ‘They know somedjaad strong medicine
people. | can be going along the road and they aaill me and ask: “Have you
protected yourself?” If not, they will advise medo somewhere. He is a sup-
porter. He loves you as a football player. He ghibw you one guy and you will
be protected very seriously.’

With regard to the skin of the lion, it was Essomhancle who put him in
contact with one particular traditional doctor. Timecle took him from the vil-
lage to a faraway place.

My uncle said | should buy some whisky aselvon The man doesn’t accept any money.
The man is old, around 68 years. He's not martitls just living there with his goat, fowl
and dog alone. He’s a very good man. If a frienglamning evil, he will tell you. He will
give you a calabash and you will go and fetch wathr tells you everything about the
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friend. You will say to him: “I am a football plagel want to protect myself from enemies,
especially those who want to put medicine on me2"Will then ask you to bring things, like
a fowl, cat, a snake. He will prepare somethingyfar.

After that you would go fishing. He will show youcartain lake. You will fish around the
lake for an hour. If you succeed in catching a,fiblen your protection will be proper but if
you don't catch anything, he will ask you to go amine back the following day. Catching
the fish means that the gods have accepted whahge® asked for. You will catch the fish
from the lake and bring it to him. He makes someliciee. He also cuts a place from your
skin and blood will come out. He puts somethingdeghe fish’s mouth and the fish swal-
lows it and it's thrown back into the lake.

So sometimes there is an ordeal involved beforengethe right protection. |
ask whether the traditional doctor specificallygaees protection against fellow
players. ‘No!” Essomba cries out. ‘Do you thinkttkhen you are playing on the
field, everybody will like you? Not only playersrcée jealous of you. Good pro-
tection is to protect you from the society you ling

| ask him if his necklace is also prepared butdysst is only there for ‘make-
up’. It seems that Essomba is not too fond of peghaecklaces, or rings for that
matter, because one can always lose them. ‘Thageqgtions that they give you
to wear are very bad. You shouldn’t take them. Gpuadection is the one they
put in your blood. They cut you with a razor bleated they put white powder
inside. They can also do it by putting you in ardraf water and do some tradi-
tional thing to you so that it will go to your skin

Many players, Essomba and Ashu included, seem\e haen cut by razor
blades on their arms, chest or sometimes even tn dieeeks to be protected
against witchcraft and sorcery. After having sekree striped scars running
parallel to each other on several places on Esssniimaly, | say goodbye to

him. It is getting late and we have to get up earlyhe morning for the trip to
Mbouda.
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When | visit Essomba in his room, he is busy pagkis football jersey, his
boots and some other things in a travel bag. Isfelee we are going camping
and that is exactly what people call it here. Witk protective seed hidden inside
his bag, Essomba and | are leaving for the staditisialmost nine o’clock.

The latest news is already coming our way. An Oligue de Buea player in-
forms us that the new goalkeeper (B) is very angth the coach because he is
not the team’s number one goalkeeper. He is edpeuf@set because of the fact
that the old goalkeeper (A) has been in goal teedauple of matches. Hence he
has decided to stay at home as a form of proteksenMWe reach the stadium the
news is confirmed by the third goalkeeper who wated up only half an hour
ago to accompany the team to Mbouda. The firstkgegler for tomorrow’s
match will be the old goalkeeper.

Since the bus has not arrived yet, Essomba antl dusselves down at an
eating spot. He orderkro soup with beef for both of us. The vice-presiceamd
(former) team manager Kalla join us for breakf&kirmally, the vice-president
does not accompany the team but this time he lta$veel orders from the presi-
dent to do so because this match is very impoftar®lympique de Buea.

At ten o’clock a medium-sized bus drives dangenptesdt up the road, only to
stop for about fifteen minutes in front of the stew. It is a rental bus from one
of the many private companies in Cameroon. | lehat Olympique de Buea’s
official bus is way too old for long journeys sua$ this one. The driver is load-
ing the bags of the players and executives intcbtgggage area underneath the
bus, while everybody finds a seat inside. Theraosenough space for all the
bags, so a few players have to keep their bag$ein laps. It appears that the
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policy of overcrowded buses has extended to thisicodar bus because the
players have to sit almost on top of each othenda&e room for the entire team.

On the road

When the doors have closed, the driver takes hpathree coaches, one vice-
president, one technical director, one team damtora white guy straight out of
Buea. As for the team doctor, Essomba says haisse from the local hospital.
The bus turns left at the major roundabout neao BRd after a while we have
officially entered the West Province. Today we andy driving as far as Ban-
djoun for the simple reason that the president bfitfPique de Buea owns a
large hotel in this town.

| am sitting next to Essomba and the Rasta playee player behind me is
reading a book about fasting and a few other ptagarry the Bible with them.
Most players are silently looking out of the winddwus still early and we have a
journey of about four hours ahead of us. The laagdeds slowly changing from a
flat and somewhat colourless terrain into greels lshd valleys with small vil-
lages everywhere. Essomba tells me that the Wesiree is rich in foodstuffs,
especially now that the rainy season has starteah kee a lot of cows and sheep
as we drive towards Nkongsamba which, as we knaw,ahteam participating in
the very first D1 football season in 1960. Not laafterwards, we make a right
turn and half an hour later the road leads us tilvdBafang, the hometown of
Unisport.

Then we come across a roadblock with soldiers @h &ides of the road. One
of the soldiers makes certain gestures that anypalgoerson would interpret as a
stop sign. Our driver parks at the side of the rddte soldier discusses some-
thing with the driver, the vice-president and teehical director. ‘Can’t you see
that we are Olympique de Buea?’ shouts the vicsigeat. ‘Let us pass!’ The
soldier wants to know why he cannot see the nanteeo€tlub on the side of the
bus. ‘It's a rental bus, you fool!" is the only iy the guy will hear because the
driver has already taken us back onto the road.

The rule in Cameroon is that first-division teams guaranteed free passage
when on the road to an official match. Since the ddinpetition falls directly
under the Ministry of Youth and Sports and sincaypts and executives have
specific football ID, there is no reason to stop tus for a check. Considering
the many roadblocks, this ‘football rule’ savesaumt of time — and most defi-
nitely also a lot of money.

Thirty minutes later we pass the village of Batieene we find the Sable team,
the one with the problem in Bafoussam. Only fifteeinutes later we are driving
through the town of Baham with its sometimes veugcessful first-division
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team Fovu. Finally, we have arrived at the clubsjglent’s hotel in the town of
Bandjoun.

The technical director divides the rooms amonditreellers. Each player will
share a double room with one other team mate. Nienyers seem to have pre-
ferences when it comes to choosing a roommate. &e keen earlier that the
Buea Boys players always share a room in Buea. firhes the reason is exactly
the same: letting two players share a room is tgaichprove team unity.

The club executives are entitled to a room of tleswn. Since | am not al-
lowed to sleep in any of the players’ rooms, | @tt¢he team doctor’s invitation
to share his room. The doctor’s room is by fardlggest room with a large bath-
room, a bedroom with one king-size bed and an extoan where he can treat
players. We are both unpacking our bags in thedmedr The doctor places a
carpet in one corner of the room. He is a Muslirs. fAr as | know, the third
goalkeeper is the only other Muslim in the team.

It is four o’clock in the afternoon. We have jusit @n the bus again for a trip
to the football stadium. It is time for one of thest training sessions before
tomorrow’s match. The stadium is located at the ad@ hill and provides a
panoramic view over the town. Dark clouds are hagmdow and a cold wind is
blowing over the field.

The stadium here in Bandjoun looks very similath® one in Buea with only
one wooden stand, a poorly maintained field arfuck torick wall around it. The
difference is that the field is not grass or littteks from the ocean but instead is
made of red gravel. ‘The problem with this gravelye of the assistant coaches
tells me, ‘is that it cannot absorb rain too wells a result, the water stays on the
field for a long time which slows down play. Alsehen the sun shines after it
has rained, it reflects in the red gravel and tlaggrs cannot even see the other
end of the field, let alone the goalposts. Thisdkat field is dangerous for the
players since they can easily get seriously injured

Today’s training session is easy. The coach inwihe players in some tac-
tical games of football. Afterwards, | see a fewyars contacting the local girls.

What is football magic?

| am watching television in the dining room. A cteipf players are also watch-
ing whatever is on television. Others are chatimghe lobby, others still are
probably playing cards in their hotel rooms.

The other day when | was visiting Zé, we got tatjkabout something that was
neither witchcraft nor sorcery but which was raflate both nonetheless. This
was football magic, and it may well be one of thesmimportant aspects of
Cameroonian football. It is the core activity ofstlspiritual adviser’s profession.
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He is hired by clubs for match preparation — andshsaid to be pretty good at it
as well.

Whereas yesterday’s stories had more to do witbheraft, sorcery and other
very negative powers, magic is generally speakirgftzer more positive or inno-
cent way of getting certain powers as a player am. ‘Witchcraft and sorcery
are always evil,” Zé said, ‘but magic hardly eveesd evil." His magic is mostly
harmless to the players but it does make the teamtsvmatches. That is also
the reason why he does not like to be called ahwdtactor. ‘The word sounds so
negative,” Zé explains. ‘Besides, | don’t do “witchft”. I'm merely an adviser
in spiritual affairs. That's why I like to be calle spiritual adviser.’

Zé told me many things about magic, as did teamagnKalla of Olym-
pigue de Buea, Ashu and Essomba, and many othetaigat is football magic
anyway? ‘Magic is the skill to make the impossilplessible in a very short
period of time by using herbs and spirits,” Ashidtme. Zé has the following
statement about magic. ‘When you look at a whiteatand somebody changes
it to blue — just now as we are sitting here — ibawvhat we call magic. When
you make things happen that are impossible in thes er the mind, that is
magic.” Magic, however, is not considered to beiektbut is thought to really
‘do’ something in the real world.

Magic is, as | said before, not the same thing @shaeraft. Witchcraft is a
natural force that is found within people. Magicnist necessarily found within
people but since it is a skill, just like bricklag, it can be mastered and practised
by people. In this case, magic is very similaraecsry. Both magic and sorcery
are man-made spiritual powers in the sense thaesoenknowingly has to call
upon such powers. Evans-Pritchard (1976: 176-1fg0es that ‘...magic and
sorcery alike involve magical rites using obje@shioned from trees and plants.
These objects are what we have called “medicines™.

In a sense, sorcery lies closer to magic thanasdo witchcraft because of the
skills involved, but sorcery also lies further frarmagic and closer to witchcraft
because of its evil proposition. But to complicatatters even further, magic too
can be used for good or for evil. Evans-Pritchd@76: 188) states that certain
‘... medicines are classified as good, certain medca bad, while on yet
others there is no strong moral opinion ..."” Thus mgkhe opposing team play
poorly throughout the match is usually consideretdé good or white (and thus
harmless) magic because the opponents will feeé guright when the match is
over. Causing a player to break his leg or to gerldenly extremely ill is con-
sidered to be bad or black magic for obvious ress®he latter, in turn, cannot
really be distinguished from sorcery and, perhapshcraft.

The difference between good and bad magic is stivgeand depends on the
actors and the context within which it occurs. AgsBs-Pritchard (1976: 193)
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argues, ‘...whereas subjectively there is a clear divisioomaigic into good and
bad, objectively there are only medicines which msa when they consider that
they have good grounds for employing them’. In othierds, you have to look at
how and why someone uses medicines to determin¢heshd is good or bad.
‘Good magic,” Evans-Pritchard explains, ‘is morachuse it is used against
unknown persons’ (Ibid.: 189). Although sometimésyprs’ names are written
down on a piece of paper, football magic reallymisant to weaken an entire
team regardless of the personality of specific @lay ‘Bad magic,” Evans-
Pritchard continues, ‘is made against definite gess...” (Ibid.: 189-190). We
have seen that witchcraft and sorcery are direatdhst specific people in one’s
own surroundings.

The most important distinction between good and madic is that practitio-
ners of the former are labelled as magicians, wprigetitioners of the latter are
called sorcerers. Magicians prepare white magigesers employ black magic.
In Malinowski’'s (1984: 421) case, the Trobrianchieders certainly are afraid of
sorcerers who are ‘... feared as ghosts are fdared, as an uncanny manifest-
ation. One is afraid of meeting him in the darki @ much because he might do
any harm, but because his appearance is dreadfubecause he has at his bid-
ding all sorts of powers and faculties which araielé to those not versed in
black magic.’

While the image of a sorcerer is similar to the stenunder the child’s bed or
in the closet, the image of the magician or splitadviser may be one of an
artist who is asked to do something without hurtamyone. Sorcerers always
operate at night but the work of spiritual advisergenerallynot associated with
the night and with darkness. ‘The other magiciand #neir art do not inspire
such strong emotions in the natives,” Malinowsk®g§4: 422) argues, ‘and of
course in any case the emotion would not be tharedd. There is a very great
value and attachment to systems of local magic,thant effects are distinctly
considered as an asset for a community.’

An example, as told by Zé, is that of the magicolmegd in constructing a
specific bridge in Limbe. In the transitional pefibetween the dry season and
the wet season in 2003, local government officeatgloyed traditional doctors
who were supposed to stop any rainfall while carcgton workers were building
this very important bridge. Although it did rain aasionally in an otherwise
exceptionally dry period, the example gives usdmaiof the beneficial functions
of magic in society.

| already said before that players in Buea do eatly make any distinction
between all of these spiritual forces. Some schaaen fail to distinguish witch-
craft from sorcery and magic. In discussjom practices in Tanzanian football,
Leseth (1997: 159) starts out with the concepfaftball magic’ but then conti-
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nuously speaks of ‘witchcraft’ and ‘witch doctor8ut there is a difference and
it would not be fair to Zé to put him in the sansegory as witches and sor-
cerers. He definitely would not appreciate that.

The fact remains, though, that there is white aiadkomagic being prepared
in football. We will now see some examples of both.

Individual magic

Generally speaking, there are two kinds of magifowtball: individual magic
and collective magic. Starting with individual megit is possible for a player to
go to a spiritual adviser and receive magic to g¢iwe certain advantages on the
field. Individual magic does not really make a @aylay better physically. It
alters the surroundings to the extent that a pdatiglayer can take advantage of
it — sometimes at the expense of his team matélseoplayers of the opposing
team. There are numerous kinds of individual magicl do not know many of
them. | will just give a few examples.

As in protection against witchcraft and sorceryasking for the bewitchment
of fellow team mates, individual magic is usualtpliected’ from a native doctor
in the villages of the respective player. Firsalf they are relatively cheap and
trustworthy. ‘In the village the native doctors Mlant to give you something,’
Essomba says, ‘because you, as a football plagernhake the village proud.’
Most players collect magic before the start of tbenpetition and some of them
get more between the first and second halves afdhgpetition.

The first example of individual magic is relatedaider players in a team. Zé
told me that ‘Africans believe in names, not in Wwiau can do,” meaning that
well-known players, mostly older and experiencedsprenjoy a certain respect
in football. An example is a midfielder with Olynopie de Buea who has played
a major role in bringing the Cup of Cameroon to &uEhis year he has certainly
reached the end of his football career but heestiibys the full confidence of the
president, vice-president and supporters of Olynngpiq

However, the new coach does not share their viedy iastead, will leave him
out during upcoming important matches. The poirth&t it is inevitable for an
old player to lose his credibility in the eyes at (east some) club executives,
supporters and the coach because he will simplypbeld to play well. In this
case, the traditional doctor can prepare spedifdividual magic that makes
everybody love the player when he is on the fiel,matter how bad his per-
formance may actually be. ‘It's just like what somemen do,” Zé explains.
‘They make a charm and when you see them, you ateaiout them.’

Although younger players may also use this kindnafgic, it is especially
practical for the older players. ‘They feel thaeyhe already old,” Zé says.



14z Saturday

‘They’re leaving the game and they know they hagerbunable to make money
out of football. The old player fears his retiremeercause when he leaves, no-
body will see him and he loses everything. Nonthete players has FCFA three
million in their bank account so if they stop nateir retirement will be cata-
strophic. That's why they fight to be there. Sonfieghe players take this magic
so that they can be seen and needed by the presiden

Let it be noted that | am not suggesting that thenique de Buea midfielder
has used this kind of magic. He was merely an elaofan older player.

The second example relates to magic that can mfli¢he referee during the
match. Essomba tells me that some players hold aniagthe palms of their
hands when they greet the referee before the stdahte match. The powder’s
magic affects the referee to the extent that hemal show any cards to those
players. ‘I can do something to the referee,” Edsmisays. ‘I will play so many
bad games and he will not give me any yellow cakttsst people will think that
we are friends. You see some people play a bad dgarméhey don’t get any
yellow cards. At certain times you will have sesaloubts. You will think: this
man is supposed to get a red card. Why doesn’eherge? Because he has done
something to influence the referee. The refereéses your bad play like some
innocent thing but the supporters are shouting ‘tpache”. So even the referees
have to go to the native doctor for protectiontsat they cannot be confused.’

This magic is similar to the magic of the olderygles since both are intended
to make somebody else like you. Also, both examplesexplanations of why
older players are still playing matches and why esqgiayers receive a card for
bad play and others do not. However, other expianatmay be that the old
players, as we have seen earlier, still enjoy gunton’ by the executives and
supporters. Also, the referee who gives one playeed card and the other
nothing for a similar offence may have been bribed.

| heard that club executives regard individual roa@s something that may
harm the unity of the team for two reasons. Fwsten there is a lot of individual
magic in the team, the different kinds of magic chart working against one
another. In this instance, the magic will have vearkcounterproductively for the
unity of the team. This is said to have happenddiwOlympique de Buea and it
is also given as a reason why the team startedrtorm badly in the competition
after several weeks. Second, individual magic dastract the collective magic
in a team in the same way that individual magic wamk against other indivi-
dual magic.

In the end, it is difficult to know if a player hasdeed used individual magic
or not. For one thing, a player will not want arestplayer to know what he has
in terms of magic because the other player canodwething to disturb or coun-
teract the magic. The same applies to witchcraftgmtion, which is supposed to
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be a private and secret matter. Another pointas tfo player will ever tell any-
one that he needs magic to play football becausembuld be equal to admitting
that he is not a good player.

Dinner time

The driver takes the bus back to the hotel. ltiarter past five. Most players are
getting some rest in their rooms before dinner. dbetor's room is probably the
busiest place in the hotel right now. Players aadking in and out, asking for
medical attention. Usually they want a massagethadioctor accompanies the
player to his room. After two hours of walking frormom to room, the doctor
returns to inform me that dinner will be at 7.30.

The players have already picked up their food atlihr when | enter the
dining room. | have to sit and eat with the coachibe doctor and the vice-
president. It is a rule in Olympique de Buea tlnat players have to eat among
themselves to enhance team spirit.

The food for the players is not chosen at randohe fbrmer medical doctor
at Olympique de Buea, who lives in Limbe, told rhatthe designed a specific
food schedule for the players to ensure that tleefjopm optimally. Apparently,
the club is still using this doctor's schedule. Tilayers are not allowed to eat
heavy food the evening before a match and certaiotyin the few hours before
the actual start of a match. Essomba tells meh@and his team mates cannot
eatgarri, fufucorn batafufy fufu anderu or beans, among other things, because
these foods will sit too heavily on their stomachs.

Rice and pasta are considered to be light foodshiSas why the players are
served rice or spaghetti with chicken as a mainsmand different kinds of fruit
for dessert. Sometimes they get a salad with gaavaicado, lettuce and bread as
a starter. Cooked or baked plantains are also allote feature in the main
course. The chicken seems to be unusually sofo@sl standards, which is pro-
bably better for the players’ digestive systems.

It does not take long for the players to finishitltenner and soon everybody
leaves the dining room to return to their own roohill not see them anymore
this evening, except for Essomba who stays a ltger with me in the dining
room. When he starts telling me the advantagesiviggon tour, it appears that
they also spend the night before evpmematch in a compound on the club
president’s private property.

When players stay at home the evening and niglaréeie match, people can
‘disturb’ them, as Essomba calls unannounced visitdootball,” he says, ‘you
cannot just get up in the morning and play. Thighis first division. A good
player always needs to concentrate on the match.héwe to have good morale,
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so that you can play a good match. You do not pidy for yourself. You play
for your supporters, for your president, and youmtta make a good career be-
cause you have chosen football. Everybody in tladdy whatever they do, they
should have the goal of progressing, to get highenoose football, so | must do
anything to have a good career.’

Going on tour is a way the coach and the club gezdican keep an eye on the
players. ‘If a player stays at home, you don’t knetvat he will do. Going to a
nightclub is not good. You'll only drink beer andrtte till four o’clock in the
morning.” Essomba now makes a sleepy gesture. ‘&@ucoming like that to
play the following day? Then you will not play aagbmatch. And if one player
in the team does not play a good match it meanw/kiode team will suffer.’

| noticed that the president of Olympique de Buesk@s sure that the team
goes on tour before each and every match. In the @dBuea Boys, they only go
on tour before an important match or when the toeally is too far away.
Usually such decisions are based on financial denations.

Bottles of water, digging holes, throwing coins

While Essomba and | are conversing in the dinimgpit is approaching nine
o’clock. He is supposed to go up to his room arotemd It gives me some time
to ask the question aboewllective magidhat has been on my mind for a while.
Many people in Buea have asked me whether | sauntiteh between Victoria
United and Olympique de Buea in Limbe, but | amlivia Buea a few weeks
afterwards.

It was the fifth match in this year's D1 competitidOlympique de Buea had
won the first three matches and drew the fourthiciviwas a very good start to
the season. The match against Victoria United tirmgt to be the first match
they lost in the well-known tragic row of six defeaThe reason behind the club
losing this and five more matches appeared not nbe witchcraft inflicted on
the coach by the former technical director but dlsofact that Victoria United
‘stole Olympique’s magic’. It seems to be one of thigger cases of magic in
football in this year's (2003) competition.

The commotion during and after that particular at@s related to a bottle
of water — or Tangui, as bottled water is calléthére was information that
everything was in that water,” Zé says. ‘That's wtiee supporters of Victoria
United believed. So that's why they took away thatev from Olympique de
Buea’s goalkeeper. Since that day things have moech Before that match the
goalkeeper was wonderful. They played three mateimeshe didn’t let in any
goals. But this was the end of him. He’s not plgyas well as before.’
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So now we have a second story surrounding the realkeeper (B). Besides
the suspected witchcraft and sorcery by the oldkgeper, the new goalkeeper
apparently lost ‘his’ prepared bottle of water dgrithis match in Limbe. Kalla
tells us the story of the match.

Victoria United is a neighbour of Olympique de Bge8oth teams became enemies as soon

as they entered the first division. A match betw¥atoria and Olympique is more impor-

tant than the Cup of Cameroon. The supporters coxia will say: “The president of Olym-
pique is not an indigenous person. We will proveda that we are indigenous to this land
and that we have all the witchcraft of the land.”

We needed to blind the eyes of the Victoria Unisgthckers so we needed the bottle of

water. Our water was meant to confuse the attackersttacker might see the pool clearly

but in reality it's not the pool. And when he kicitse ball, the ball goes out because the
bottle has covered the pool. Our players knew thatopponent was struggling to shoot
inside the pool but he couldn’t do it.

After halftime, the Victoria United supporters ligall that the bottle had to be removed from

that area — and they fought on the field. The esfesent them off but when he turned to

concentrate on the field, they came back. Our gegikr fought with a boy while the match
was going on. That boy was beaten and he died beaafuthat bottle. He was a true sup-
porter of Victoria United.

We were defeated 2-1. The issue of the bottle edeaivareness so we decided never to use

the bottle again.

This story tells us many things. First, matchesveen ‘enemies’ such as
Victoria United and Olympique de Buea call for dimasneasures with regard to
football magic. Second, Victoria United supportaershed onto the field during
the second half of the match to take away the daitiwater. Essomba told me
that the players of Olympique de Buea, and espgctglalkeeper B, started
fighting with the supporters of Victoria United. i8e time later one young
Victoria United supporter tried it again and wasatee unconscious by the
players of Olympique de Buea. A few days later ieel eh hospital. Fighting and
subsequent deaths are not uncommon when it coniesttmall magic. It is clear,
then, that the average Cameroonian regards magie éoserious affair.

Third, Cameroonians would call something in thel godeviative weapoibe-
cause it is supposed to divert any balls being shgoal. A deviative weapon
can also make it seem as if the goal is somewHsee [Eor instance, an attacker
can shoot a ball in the direction of the goal, ahiarns out to be only an illu-
sionary projection of a goat. In reality, the gmalocated a bit to the left or right
on the field.

Victoria United was suspected of having a deviatweapon in their goal
during the big match against PWD Bamenda. At ma#tia group of executives
and supporters of PWD Bamenda came onto the fraddséarted to dig about in
the gravel near the Victoria United goalposts. “ayers of Victoria United
had thrown a concoction onto the field. That's wR&/D Bamenda went in to
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look for,” Zé explains. ‘When the goalkeeper of Miga United went to the other
goal at halftime, he planted it again inside thalgost.’

As Royer (2002: 466) argues, such objects arewasd in Burkina Faso: ‘...
goalkeepers may place a bag full of charms at #se lof the net [which] . will
cause players on the other side to miss the gaaughout the entire game.
Alternatively, objects can be left in the opponémgsal to affect their goal-
keeper, slowing his reactions or making him seeonetball but several, or a lion
instead of the ball.” Indeed, the Olympique de Bgealkeeper always checks
his own goal before the start of the match andreetfte second half.

Going back a little further in time, to 2002, Olyimpe de Buea employed a
spiritual adviser from the North West Province whr@pared concoctions for
every match. The team used to circle around onthefcorner areas and bury
something on the field just before the start of metch. ‘We buried something
near the corner flag,” Essomba tells me. ‘It wamsanedicine and some pieces
of a cat and a needle. It was very powerful. Walusthroughout the season and
we won most of our home matches. Most people woalde and start digging.
When we buried our medicine, we dug another hadé fo distract them. Then
they would dig another hole, thinking that we hadidx it there. There’s always
a lot of fighting everywhere we bury it. When théigcovered the medicine we
lost a lot of matches.’

Apparently, one other team dug up the magic ant waes the end of it. It
appears that every time the opposing teams findabout the specific magic
being used, the team has to abandon it and loostf@r magic.

At the beginning of this year, Olympique de Buegkayed the same or an-
other spiritual adviser from the North West Proeinéccording to Kalla, this
man gave advice on how to handle the match.

The native doctor told me: “You should always prepgour match to score two goals. | will

open the way for two goals.” He gave me two pregphaatenes. He dropped the stones in

water with herbs, then he put them in a fire andhem burn for 30 minutes. The stones first
became red, then black. Then he tied them andthawe to me.

He said: “Give these to a midfielder and a defendet the two of them go onto the field

first and throw these stones in an open space.Willisnake them score a goal.” When one

of our midfielders threw the stone, Olympique dee8uwould score a goal within 10

minutes. When we scored, the defence would becdroeger so that they couldn’t score

against us. So play was opened up to us. Our ndde®r will be there controlling every-
thing.

If I (?idn’t use the stones in the right way, we Wwbsuffer. But when | did it in the right way

and all the players respected the rules, it waslgoo

Within Buea Boys, it was usually Ashu who had tmoth a stone or an egg
onto the field. Most of the time, however, he wageg a prepared coin (FCFA
5) to throw into the opposing team’s goal. This badbe done in secret because
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players or supporters of the opposing team coulse&drouble on the field if
they happened to see him throw something.

The main reason for throwing something in the gifahe opposing team is
related to what people in Buea have calledattiéicial mountain Just before the
start of the match, the 11 players of many team€ameroon line up next to
each other on the goal line. As their feet touatheather, they entirely close off
the goal and the players simultaneously recite somantations. In doing so,
they block the goal by placing an artificial mountan front of the goal. When
Ashu throws the coin into the goal, he has coudtehes kind of magic by
weakening or destroying the artificial mountain.

Besides letting specific players throw somethingloa field or in the goal of
the opponents, the spiritual adviser to the Nor@ésWProvince also prepared the
jerseys of Olympique de Buea. To be more preclse téam manager received
instructions as to how to prepare the jerseys Hinmédad to put all the jerseys
on a table,” Kalla says. ‘| lit five candles arouihda red one, yellow, black, blue
and green. | was merely following orders. He wanteglto fill a glass of water
and say some prayers. The water turned green.méas that the spirits were
present and helping. The water started to giveaowry strong scent. | poured
the water over the jerseys. The next day | gavéhallplayers their jerseys. Any
evil spirits that may have been among them wouwduipear. If one player had a
quarrel with another, they would both forget abibduring the match. It brought
unity to the team. One spirit.’

Deviative weapons, throwing prepared coins, aréfianountains, burying
medicines on the pitch and preparing team jerssgyistual advisers have a wide
variety of magic to choose from, depending on tbein field of expertise. Some
spiritual advisers even employ different methods doe and the same match.
The overall task of the spiritual adviser is togaee the whole team in order to
win the match.

Powerful magic and itanti

Many teams won a number of matches in a row bygusowerful magic. Some
teams employ spiritual advisers with a specialtyourying something on the
field at the beginning of the year. For instancéd/0° Bamenda had a spiritual
adviser from the North West Province who did thad anost other teams could
not beat PWD at home. Kumbo Strikers also emplayegpiritual adviser who
did a similar thing on their field, leading to tteam’s biggest success in the
2000 D1 competition.
Essomba can tell us the story because he was gldgmKumbo Strikers

(North West Province) that year. ‘We didn’t loseyanatch because we had one
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strong man who was working with the team managke. man came to the field
and wrote down the names of all the players infitise-division teams. Then he
put the medicine and the paper in the mouths ohewcat and a black cat. He
buried the cats under the field very deep. He didhase things in the night.
Then he left without looking behind. We the playemsre not there. We would
only be there on the eve of the day when we areggtm play a match. We just
come and surround the centre and pray and leaw sTall.” One of the con-
sequences of the paper with the names is thatsssntba explains, ‘the other
players will be very heavy and unable to run fasttee field. They will just feel
tired.’

Another example is that of Olympique de Buea whendssistant coach had
taken over the role as head coach. Essomba tolthateafter every match the
head coach goes to his village in the West Provioaget his magic. One of the
‘rules’ with his magic is that he cannot sit dowridg the entire 90 minutes of
the match. | have witnessed on several occasi@ighb coach just stood next to
the reserves’ bench with something in his hand.nBvken the referee and the
match delegate urged him to sit down, he did ngpead and just stayed there.
According to Essomba, this kind of magic is difficto beat since none of the
players have to throw or bury something and, asnsequence, nobody can find
out what the team is using.

Essomba also told me the following story. ‘The ¢o&doing something to
block the other team so that they cannot scorey €ha play very well but it will
be very difficult for them to score against us. Thavhy we’ve been winning 1-0
for more than four to five straight matches now.dttt@ams are really struggling
to destroy what we’re using but for the moment tdey’t know. So we’re win-
ning. But when they discover it, then they will kndnow to block it. At that
moment there will be normal football on the fielddathe people who play well
will win.’

The important thing to do for the other teams wtiery see one team winning
a lot of matches is to find the right magic to cmurthe powerful magic of the
winning team. For instance, we have seen that timgpwa prepared coin in the
goal is the counter magic of the artificial mountai

Zé gave me a few examples of specific magic andadtsmter magic. There
are, for instance, certain spirits of the oceacally known asMami Wataor
mermaids. To use the spirits one has to first nfakeds with them or, rather,
they will become friends with you. ‘Maybe you wgb to the seaside at mid-
night,” he says. ‘The beautiful lady of the seassgau and falls in love with you.
You are not the one to initiate it. They can see god they like you.” Zé conti-
nues: ‘There are many people who know how to evokemaids. You wake up
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at midnight and go to the sea. There you will ligltense and a candle and call
their name and they will come. They will ask yoWHat do you want?"

According to the spiritual adviser, a spirit suchthe mermaid is similar to a
slave. For one thing, they all have a type of steey love. ‘Mermaids have their
own scent. If you don’t know it, they cannot cortid.know it, | have to first put
the perfume around the house and it has that stken | can call them and | can
tell them what to do. | will say: “Go to Olympiqu¥e Buea and protect their
goal. Don't allow any ball to pass.” They will cond@ectly inside the goal and
stand there. When the ball comes, they will takeuiiside. You will think the
goalkeepers are doing well but the mermaids anmethe

| have heard of cases where the mermaid blocksybs of the goalkeeper so
that he cannot see the ball coming towards thepgsal Also, the mermaid can
be ordered to hold down the arms of the goalke&pprevent him from catching
a ball.

If one wants to counter the mermaids, then it wdaddvise to throw coconuts
onto the field. Zé says that mermaids love cocoants will start eating them
right away, thereby forgetting all about their @sti There are also spirits from
the forest who really like bananas. Indeed, sevpedple told me that they
witnessed how players threw bananas onto the fielappears that the players
understood the magic of the other team and couhiet®y distracting the spirits
with the bananas.

Spirits such as mermaids can also be used foraballjersey preparation. In
this case, the ball or jerseys are sprinkled withoatment that corresponds to
the scent of the spirit. | already gave the exampleow Kalla prepared the team
jerseys at Olympique de Buea. In the near futureeaBBoys will play a match
again Fovu de Baham in the quarter finals of th¢p ©tiCameroon. Fovu de
Baham supposedly brought a prepared ball, whichasatrolled by the spiritual
adviser who sat far away in his village and dirddiee spirits to do something
with it. The Buea Boys players thought that theyldaneutralize Fovu’s ball by
rolling it into the mud but it did not work. Theyuld not find the right counter
magic. According to Z&, one way of neutralizingragared ball is by rubbing a
specific ointment on the boots of the players.

Club executives, supporters and players alike spdotlof time trying to find
out what the opposing team has in terms of magisofba and Ashu called it
the search for the antwhich is the magic that can neutralize the magithe
opponents (the counter magic). This search is bgtaaort of ‘game’ within the
overall game of football. Whenever a team startswng a number of matches in
a row, the other teams in the competition will gase their search to counter
whatever this ‘strong’ team is using.
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Kalla used to occupy himself with the search fa #mti. As he is responsible
for the team’s ‘well-being’, he has to counter dryy that may put the players’
well-being in jeopardy. ‘A player is like a chickéme says somewhat cryp-
tically. “You must take care of him before you hay@od results. If you allow
him to run loose, the lion will devour him.” Findjrthe anti is taking care of the
players.

‘There’s a certain powder around,” Kalla says.I'tifi playing against you and
| rub something on my hands and | hold your arny yoll be weak for 90
minutes. When we discovered that most teams weng utsagainst us, | as the
manager have to look for the anti. So | made dwaeit was done. If Tonnerre de
Yaoundé has to play Olympigue de Buea and that tsanestabilizing and
weakening our players, | have to go out and loakstoong native doctors who
can give me the anti of what they have.’

How does a team find out about the magic of theosjmy team? We know
that it can be a club executive but usually itis supporters who will spy for the
team. Many teams have supporters all over the opuRbr instance, there are
many Bamendas living in Buea. When PWD Bamendasplalympique de Buea
in Buea, they will have contacted their supporiarBuea to get the latest in-
formation. According to Zé and Essomba, it is niffiadilt for a supporter in
disguise to get the necessary information. ‘You giswith people and discuss
football,” Essomba says. ‘In the course of a dismrg you discover their magic
and maybe also the anti. He didn’t know that yauiaspy.’

Team manager Kalla of Olympique de Buea has tolchave he received in-
formation about the magic that Sable de Batie wasle during the final of the
Cup of Cameroon (2002). ‘There’s daily informati@upporters of Olympique
de Buea are discussing some issues about fooWallalso have spies inside
Sable. So we were aware of their old priest annl tieav one.’

In many cases, teams will tell each other what dtteer team is using as
magic, just to get ahead in the competition by @itog a direct competitor. In
this sense, there is a correlation between magiccanruption because in the
latter instance teams bribe other teams to giventh@tivation to beat direct
competitors. Essomba gives me the example of thiemieetween Olympique de
Buea and Coton Sport de Garoua. Coton Sport hddrsmanaged to win six
matches in a row and was leading the D1 competilibwerefore, the supporters
of PWD Bamenda, Bamboutos de Mbouda and Canon dandg — the numbers
four, three and two in the league respectively allyewanted Olympique de
Buea to win the match. That's why they did evemyhto determine the Coton
Sport magic and then give the anti to Olympiqud&dea.

Most supporters of PWD, Canon and Bamboutos wait bgat Coton Sport because if we

beat them they will go up in the league. So moghein are looking for something to disturb
Coton Sport. The supporters of PWD Bamenda wikhtode field. They are pushing us to go
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ahead. Canon and Bamboutos are also pushing et tthgad. They will come and tell our

club executives what Coton is using and what weshtavdo to block it. They told us that

Coton is using Hausa (ethnic group from Nigeria)fypae. Our coach said: “No problem!

We will destroy what they have!”

If our coach did not have something, then he shbeldunning up and down to look for the

right thing to buy.

This particular match ended in a 0-0 draw. Everybeds convinced that both
teams were equally good during the match which mé¢aat Olympique de Buea
had used the right anti to counter Coton Sport'gimd@&@WD Bamenda will pro-
bably use the same anti because in the next mh&letm also drew against
Coton Sport (0-0).

The functions of magic

Cultural anthropologists have tried to classify maaccording to its function in
real life. In this way, one could say that deviatweapons in the goal, the pre-
pared jerseys of the players and the burial of saiméhe mouths of animals on
the pitch each have different functions during atlball match. With regard to
sports magic in Burkina Faso, Royer (2002: 466)drasated three distinct cate-
gories:
The first is the manipulation of objects by analoggditionally called by anthropologists
sympathetic magic ... In order to paralyse a footteslm, eleven pieces of a broom, one for
each player, are cut and tied together, or, tolysga goalkeeper, the legs of a frog are tied
on its back.
The second type ofiak [magic] is the use of ‘medicine’ for protective aggressive pur-
poses. Boxers are said to have their wrists slargter to insert medicine which stops the
adversary’s punches, as if he had become paralisadicine used to harm others enters in
the category okorote (poison). A spectator holds a needle smeared avihbstance, recites
some formulas and launches the needle at the bmgtrpn the opposing team, who will
suffer from local infection or even paralysis ...
A third type ofwakis the manipulation of special objects named h@yever objects’ (often

called fetishes) ... Their power derives from theais accompanying their fabrication and
from their constitution (an assortment of natural aan-made materials).

As we know, the ‘bewitchment’ of Tonnerre de Yaoény the widow of the
founding father was generally called ‘tie the teafhus there is a similarity
between the tying together of eleven brooms otdfe of a frog and the problem
of Tonnerre because the overall result is paralysgpecific players or the entire
team.

The third type of magic, namely the ‘manipulatiohspecial objects’, also
occurs in football in Cameroon. Zé calls such sgexts ‘fetish priests’ because
they worship a certain item day and night. ‘In d&adition,” he explains, ‘we
have man-made gods, something like a statue. Thestprevoke the spirits
inside, ask things from them and they do it.’ Tktish priest is said to be
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responsible for rainmaking which, in turn, can Isediin match preparation. A
well-known team in Cameroon that uses rainmakingimas Dynamo de Dou-
ala. It is thought that whenever it starts to rdis team can score goals and the
other team cannot. Sometimes the rain is suppasednfuse the opposing team,
so that they cannot stick to their system of play.

One Buea Boys player told me of a specific matclenehthere was clearly
rainmaking magic involved. At some point during thatch, rain started to fall
but ‘only on our side of the field,” he explaingldve you ever seen such a thing?
They scored instantly.’

Royer’s second type of magic is the use of mediéaneprotective and ag-
gressive purposes. A lot of spiritual advisers mgelicine for match preparation.
Burying a concoction in the field or using whitewster to weaken the players of
the opposing team are aggressive forms of magibbiRg an ointment on the
players’ boots to counter a prepared match badl fsrm of protective magic.
One can state that aggressive magic is the magi@atteam would use to weaken
its opponents, while protective magic is the amtigm of the other team to
counter the magic of the first team. However, thigeoteam will also employ
aggressive magic to weaken the first team, whictuin has to look for the anti
(the protective magic). Teams, then, use both aggre and protective magic for
one and the same match.

The most important thing to realize is that magiesi not make a team play
any better football on the field. Players do ndtodla sudden become ‘super-
men’, nor does the match ball fly into the net tself. Instead, the spiritual ad-
viser prepares magic that only weakens the oppenéntoncoction in the field
will make the opponents feel weak, dizzy and somesi even sick. Likewise, a
deviative weapon decreases the opponents’ abditycbre goals. Thus a team
wins matches through magic because the other teamot play as well as they
normally would.

The other function of magic is to counter the magfithe opponents. When
talking about the Azande of southern Sudan, EvaitekHard (1976: 198) argues
that ‘... we shall not understand Zande magic ... ulge realise that its main
purpose is to combat other mystical powers rathan tto produce chances
favourable to man in the objective world'.

Kalla goes even further when he says that thetsairadvisers are only in
combat with one another, not with the players anftbld. ‘The spiritual adviser
calls upon the spirits to obstruct the other teaspsitual adviser. He doesn’t
make the players win the match. If the other adwvises to block players from
performing well and our own adviser is able to emwvthis, then the players can
play football on the field. The advisers are figlgtitheir own war.” Thus when
the two spiritual advisers are doing their job we}l countering each other’s
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magic, they will give the players on the field ttfeance to play the match undis-
turbed by spiritual forces.

The spiritual advisers have equal powers

What happens if the spiritual advisers of the twams are of equal strength?
Ashu told me an interesting story about a speaifatch between his team Buea
Boys and Tiko United during the 2002 mini-interpoaVhere the spiritual ad-

visers seemed to have exactly the same power.stdng also tells us that many
spiritual advisers can be hired for one and theesaratch and that matches in the
(mini-)interpools tend to be more prepared thamle@gmatches.

We almost had to play that particular semi-finaltchaagainst Tiko United four times. We
first played in the stadium in Buea. They beat 485 [Llwas not playing. The supporters were
screaming: “Why is Ashu not playing?” The coach dat let me play because the club
executives thought that Tiko had prepared me. Tople from Tiko knew me very well. |
heard that a supporter came to our training gramitook my footprint which was used to
weaken me and confuse me. But then | came intdi¢lte | dribbled the ball and reached
the goal of the opposing team. | shot but the fedillsed to go into the goal! Everybody saw
it! It was because | had been prepared. At theoéitde match we were given a penalty. The
match ended 1-1. We said to each other: “Thoselpawgre more powerful than our own
spiritual adviser.”

We were training for the return match in Limbe am&ay. Before the match, the club exe-
cutives said they had employed another spiritusisad. They told us that he was not going
to come to the field. He was going to stay at hamtée village to prepare the match. He did
give the club executives a bottle of water and #zatl we should wash our faces with it early
in the morning. We were also supposed to spririidewater onto our jerseys just before the
start of the match.

At midnight on the day of the match all the playsticsod up. We had to sing songs praising
the Lord and asking Him to be with us. We asked ktrenergize us in order to be forceful
and win tomorrow’s match. We prayed for almost aarh

In the morning we had a warming-up session andrabiclock the club executives came to
us with a herbalist. This man had herbs and powagtshim. He also had a bottle of water.
He washed our faces, hands and legs. He then ges@me herbs to eat. Then we had to rub
an ointment onto our legs. One by one we had toepbair leg on the ball. Then the herbalist
squeezed something on our boots.

The herbalist called for our goalkeeper and didetbing. Then he called for the defenders
and did something, specifically to the centre bdbk, number five. He gave him instruct-
tions. Then he called for the attackers. He gava st®ne and said that | should weaken the
mountain. He also gave me something to eat andihgomething on my boots. We believed
that the attackers would get a lot of obstaclesftoe opponent’s goalkeeper.

Now we were ready to go onto the field for the netonatch. We played until the end. It was
still 0-0. We went into extra time but it was stHO. Then darkness came and we couldn’t
see anything any longer. They had to postpone #itehmThe match ended at exactly 6.30
pm. The supporters knew that if we had played ahody would have won the match,
meaning that the magicians of both teams were wdlesjrength.

The club executives gave us Monday off. On Tuesdayesumed training. We worked hard
and trained well. That night, just like other daws, said our prayers. At eight o’clock in the
morning the first spiritualist started work. Thdretclub president sent the bottle from the
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second spiritualist who was still in his villagehéh we brought our own person, a pastor.
The pastor came with a cross and he carried it ey head. We prayed for almost 30
minutes. He blessed us.

The supporters too brought their own spirituali$tey said: “Our boys should not suffer any
longer. We have to enter this affair.” One of thporters took some water and a duck and
sprayed perfume into the water. Then they led tssdarmroom and placed the water in front of
the door. Their spiritualist entered the room ataited to undress. He was standing there
naked while he was praying in wonderful languadies.was evoking the spirits. After that
he said “amen” and he started bathing himself. Thenpened the door.

The club executives took us to another room. Thene four spiritualists in the room. Three
of them were guarding the door and we had to hoildgs. There was someone who was
holding a stick and a plantain leaf, another hadeselephant grass, and so on. One of the
spiritualists had a fire burning in the room. Whated the smoke. It almost killed us.

Now it was only an hour before the start of theahawWe got on the bus. That day, | can
clearly remember, we were very late because we stékevaiting for our jerseys. The club
executives had taken the jerseys all the way toBaam to have them prepared. We had to
pay a fine because our jerseys came too late.

We had to drive to Limbe. At that time | cannot {edu what was on the players’ minds. The
ground was very full. The supporters had even daichbpp trees and on top of houses. People
had come from all over the country to watch theamat

So we went onto the field and started to play. Wéggxd for 90 minutes but nobody scored.
We went into extra time but still there was no gdodlad a lot of chances. | was in front of
the goal and the goalkeeper wasn't there. | kickedball from almost inside the goal but the
ball didn’t cross the line. The goalkeeper caupbthall. Serious magic!

At the end of the second half in extra time, thersavas still 0-0. Then the fight started.
You have to know that there was a big cross whiels wery visible to everybody. Those
were the instructions of the priest. We had to kidsepcross at the side of the field. Before
the match started and then again during halftimehad to pray in front of the cross. Then
we had to remove the cross and take it to the aherof the field. So when the supporters
saw us removing the cross, something hit them ey $tarted to fight. They said: “If these
people are using such a big cross, it means they beumore powerful than us.”

The goalkeeper was holding on to our cross. Theatgrs started to throw stones at our
goalkeeper. We also had a deviator in the goal. @mair players rushed into the goal, took
the deviator and then he took the cross, and raasy.aWwhe supporters from Tiko were
following our players. Now that is when our headdo started to defend his player. The
supporters came and started to fight with him. Gaach was beaten up. He had to go to
hospital. There was blood everywhere. When theeegeneral fight everybody is hurt. The
security people were there, trying to do their best

Now the player gave the cross to another player walked out of the stadium. The sup-
porters from Tiko were still looking for the crdsgt they couldn't find it.

The referee had to postpone the match. FECAFOO@dlised Buea Boys and Tiko United
for crowd trouble. By this time the second matcH baen postponed because of approach-
ing darkness and the third match was postponedibeaz the fight.

So we had to play the same match for the fourtle time week later. We just stayed on the
camp side. We talked amusingly that it was no lorageout the players but all about the
magicians. But we never played the fourth matchCAEOOT gave their judgement and
said: “The players and supporters of Tiko Uniteatted the fight.” FECAFOOT decided to
award the match to us.

The priest who gave us this cross said that thiglmaould never end. And he said that he
had to cause confusion so that the match wouldiem dgo us. That's what he said.

After this rather long sequence of matches, BuegsBpalified for the finals
of the mini-interpools and also for the interpobkcause the two finalists both
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qualified automatically. Ashu’s story is a good exde of how protective and
aggressive kinds of magic occur during one andsdrae match. It also shows
how teams employ several spiritual advisers forddme match and that every-
body — club executives, coaches, supporters angemda- is involved in the
hiring of such spiritualists.

Of course, the ideal situation as described aboamely that the spiritual ad-
visers have equal powers, does not apply during masches. There is almost
always one spiritual adviser who is thought to e tost powerful in a parti-
cular match. It does explain, though, why footladtches sometimes end with-
out a winner or a loser.

Information is vital

Regarding magic, information is important in morays than just finding out
about the magic of the other team and then lookimghe anti. For instance,
several players explained to me that the opposagtwill try and put (black)
magic where the team is staying. This is what Essooalls ‘spoiling’ a place
with the help of magic. It is possible for spirit@lvisers to spoil hotels, fields,
buses, training grounds, dressing rooms and sO/Mm.used to stay at a hotel,’
Essomba tells me. ‘Most clubs discovered that weags stayed at one hotel so
they used to come and spoil the entrance of thel.ndte had to go to another
hotel.’

Ashu told me that when Buea Boys was on tour dutieg2002 interpools in
Douala, another team tried to spoil their trainiiedd. So teams need up-to-date
information about the plans of their opponentsriheo to respond quickly.

Zé told me a relevant story about a big match betw¥ictoria United
(Opopo) and PWD Bamenda in Limbe, a match | watcdeavell. As in Buea,
there are many Bamendas living in Limbe, listenirigenever they can.

Opopo received information from a reliable soufidgis person told them that the supporters

of PWD Bamenda would come the day before the miidny and get into the stadium.

They wanted to go to the field at night and burynsthing in the centre. They wanted to

throw some medicine.

So Victoria United’s club president paid peoplatard the field at night. There were three

groups. The first group received FCFA 30,000 (€fd&@n the president, the other group was

given FCFA 20,000 (€ 30), and the last group, whigs the youth, got FCFA 10,000 (€

15). They made bonfires at the four corners ofstiagium to scare people away and prevent

them from coming into the field. They did that tbe whole night since there are no other

lights around the stadium.

So the supporters of PWD came to the field lat@gtit. They said: “We don’t have a place

to stay, we want to sleep in the stadium.” The Q@psgpporters said: “No, we have locked

the stadium. The stadium manager has the keys andanwnot allow you people to jump
over the wall.”
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The police came in and made it clear that nobody twago on the field that night. There

were serious fights in front of the stadium.

This story could also be turned around when thiéirsteam wants to remove
the magic put on the field by the home team. Maants will hire a spiritual
adviser to prepare their fields, so it is impermatto guard the field to prevent
people from entering the stadium. Supporters evieeyes in the country guard
the pitches and stadiums in their respective areas.

The Molyko Stadium in Buea, too, is guarded théhnigefore Olympique de
Buea’s home matches. There seems to be a spewtfip @f supporters who is in
charge of keeping an eye onto the stadium. Indeledye met the leader of that
group on several occasions. He is not the kindugfygu want to meet on a dark
night and he definitely takes his job very serigusThey will beat up everyone
who comes near the stadium,” Essomba says, whespbpe going and having a
look around. ‘“You should not think that you will bemune to these supporters.
They will also beat you up. It's very dangerous.’

Some of the information is, as we know, receivesfrsupporters that act as
spies, but of course the club executives, coachdsptayers also play a role.
Most information, however, comes from the spiritadliser who is employed at
that time. Many spiritual advisers are oraclesha sense that they have the
means to foretell the future. A spiritual advisandnform the club executives
about the dangers of the upcoming match. For iostahe most common way of
weakening the opposition is by burying somethingtred front gate of the
stadium.

According to Zé, there are so-called herbalists wpecialize in such prac-
tices. He says that there are thousands of hethm@rand each of them has a
distinct quality. ‘When they tie certain leaves dretbs together and bury them
somewhere, no animal will pass that place. If yowybcertain herbs, a snake
cannot pass that area. With other herbs an elegamtot pass. You can use
such herbs during the match. You can bury herbslenthe goalpost. Then no
ball will cross the line. When you bury herbs nimer entrance to the stadium, the
players will feel weak.’

| have witnessed on several occasions how the @agacted to the alleged
burial of magic in the stadium. Before the matclweaen Victoria United and
Unisport de Bafang, | saw how players of the latéarm did not walk onto the
field through the main entrance but jumped over fémgce instead. It is the
spiritual adviser who orders the team to do sos Thialso the reason why some
teams drive straight onto the field in a bus. EdsmnHaven’t you noticed that
sometimes when we have to play a match, they dbop us outside the gate?
Sometimes our bus will drive through the gate dhto field because we know
that something is wrong.’
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Also, just before the start of the third match agaiTiko United in the 2002
mini-interpools, Buea Boys received ‘instructiofi®m the spiritualist, as Ashu
explains. ‘He said that if we went through the mgérte, we would be weakening
our powers. We had to jump over the fence. We dahd we felt fine. We paid
for that jJumping over the fence because it's illetfss against FECAFOOT rules
in Cameroon. The other team came and they jumpedtbe fence at the other
corner of the field.” |1 reckon that the club woul@dther pay money to
FECAFOOT than lose the match through magic.

Now let us return to the match between Victoriatediiand PWD Bamenda.
Zé told me what happened the next morning. ‘Somin@fPWD Bamenda sup-
porters entered the stadium early. They were wganificial team jerseys to
distract the supporters of Victoria United. Wheesé supporters, disguised as
PWD players, went in through the gate, the suppoitethe stadium were clap-
ping. They didn’'t know that the PWD players wermping over the fence at the
other end of the field. PWD Bamenda had receivédrimation that Victoria
United had buried something at the gate. So thejeped to jump over the
fence.’ | also heard of cases where supportersedatine players on their shoul-
ders to avoid them coming into contact with the im&gried at the gate.

Some spiritual advisers are said to have ways ofwkmy the outcome of
matches beforehand. This kind of future predictioaerefore goes further than
simply knowing if the other team has buried sonmeghor not. It is said that
spiritual advisers sometimes know the final scdrthe match before it has even
started. This information does not come from thgirgp supporters but from
above, so to speak. This is the moment when thgefdaand club executives
receive instructions from the spiritual adviserr Fstance, when Olympique de
Buea went to Yaoundé to play the final of the CéiCameroon, their spiritual
adviser told them that they would win the matchiwg goals to one. ‘When the
Cup final was about to go into extra time and itsvaill 1-1,” Kalla says, ‘I
called the spiritual adviser and said: “Things héléen apart. We are not win-
ning.” He told me: “That’s not true. You will noedve Yaoundé without the
Cup.” And it happened. We beat them 2-1.

Zé explained how it works by giving a specific exagenof a match between
Elec Sport and Victoria United (Opopo) several geago. ‘The spiritual adviser
of Opopo told them that they would lose the matghdur goals to two. He said
that Opopo would cause problems and end the mataemv©popo was still
leading. The club president of Opopo said: “No,t'thaonsense. You people
continue the match.” But it ended four against t&fec Sport won the match
like the spiritual adviser said. Elec Sport hadegtma superior prophet.’

But what kind of problems could Opopo have causethat the referee would
have ended the match? Zé says that the playersdshave ‘spoiled the match’.
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‘It's very easy here in Cameroon. We just burst ltals. We don’'t have many
balls around. The players kick the ball to the secs and somebody is ready
with a nail to burst it.” When the match is disregbtin this manner, it will have to
be replayed some other day.

This method of bursting the ball is said to haverbwidespread until some
years ago. These days FECAFOOT usually disqualifiegseam that is trying to
spoil the match. In any case, it is custom for hedms to bring their own match
ball. Just before the start of the match, the esfeexamines both balls and
chooses the one he thinks is the best.

Some teams might burst the ball to make sure ltigat bwn match ball will be
used. The reason for a team wanting to use thairlmall is related to ball prepa-
ration — and Bamboutos de Mbouda is said to beiaipssd in such practices. Zé
tells us about a match between Bamboutos and Vactdnited (Opopo). ‘The
spiritual adviser told Bamboutos that they couldwin the match by using
Opopo’s ball. He said that they should burst thé. [0 when Opopo was
leading, the players decided to burst the ball.yTplayed the rest of the match
with the Bamboutos ball. But unfortunately, Opos®d the Bamboutos ball to
score against Bamboutos. This means that theisdiatlviser failed them.’

Similarities between spiritual adviser and coach

When we take a closer look at the role of the wtiadviser, it is clear that his
job is similar to that of the team’s head coach. &we thing, both the spiritual
adviser and the coach rely on their reputatiorhdytwant clubs to hire them.
Reputation is based upon past achievements at dtiies. Many people in Buea
told me that there are very few good coaches in&€aaom. Similarly, Zé claims

that there are only three to five really good s$pai advisers in Cameroon,
excluding the northern region. ‘I know because Iseen their work,” he says.
‘We know that somebody is good when you see theabtiicome is positive. I'm

not talking about one time only because that caa beincidence. But when you
do it three times in a row, we know that you aredjoEverybody in the South
West Province will tell you that | am good becatls®y know there are so many
things | have done in terms of the ball.’

This brings us to the most significant similaritgtlveen the spiritual adviser
and the coach: their primary job is to make sueg the team wins its matches in
the competition. The opposite is also true, nantleit both the coach and the
adviser are easily fired when the team starts ¢psiratches. Zé tells me that
getting fired in football does not mean that onedseer is over. On the contrary,
coaches and spiritual advisers will easily find &gment at another club.
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Both the coach and the spiritual adviser employ @lmut the same methods
in trying to win matches. They are supposed toktlmhstrategies and tactics to
beat their opponents and they are also suppodadhty team unity. Whereas the
tactics of the coach are based on systems of filaytactics of the spiritual ad-
viser are based on spiritism. However, the spiriagviser’s tactics are the same
as the coach’s in the sense that they are botly gemsed on the tactics of the
opposing team. That is why the coach usually senésof his assistant coaches
to see a match of their upcoming opponents in trapetition. The assistant
coach will buy a ticket and watch the game of tpatticular team while, of
course, keeping a low profile. The spiritual advisemostly his own informer,
since he is an oracle himself — although in redigyhas probably heard many
things about the other team by keeping his eyesarslopen.

The coach is formally the main person responsiidte team but he usually
takes orders from the spiritual adviser. In thipsse the spiritual adviser is
superior to the coach. ‘Most of the time the cotdtes advice from the spiritual
adviser,” Zé explains. ‘It's the coach who usuglsses the instructions of the
spiritual adviser on to the players. When the gatads, the coach takes over but
the spiritual adviser sometimes comes in againgavebs extra instructions.’

Although the spiritual adviser does not sit on tegerves’ bench and usually
cannot even be found in the stadium, he is stlbived in determining football
tactics and sometimes he even tells the coachat@ la player out of the line-up.
As we already know, spiritual advisers are gengralWare of the opponent’s
magic and sometimes it is directed against spegiéigers.

For instance, when Ashu played the interpools witlisport de Bafang a few
years ago in the town of Ebolowa, the spiritualiselvtold the coach to leave
him off the field during a specific match. ‘When \irished the match and we
were going back home,” he says, ‘a motorcycle kedckne down and | was
unconscious. They had to carry me to hospital. Abhu’s view, the spiritual
adviser already knew that he was in danger, protiaétause the opposing team
had used his name to prepare magic.

The spiritual adviser can also insist that a cerfdayer be put on the field.
Again, Ashu can provide us with an example, whitlolved a match during the
same interpools in Ebolowa. ‘On the eve of eachchnat the interpools, we sat
down and the spiritual adviser said some wordshasgrayers and gave each of
us a banana. He said that we had to get up aafine eat the banana and then go
back to sleep. At seven a.m. we had to make aicesign. And nobody was
allowed to eat anything. We just had to drink aobivater.” The spiritual adviser
came with new instructions two hours before thechmatHe brought some
seeds,” Ashu continues. ‘He placed the seeds bataaebig toe and the smaller
one. He did that with all the players. Then hetsthplaying with a ball in our
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midst. The only words that we heard were “ball” digdal’. The ball rolled
around and stopped before my feet. Then he wetdlkao the coach. He said:
“It's Ashu who will score.”

Another Buea Boys player told me a similar storyewhe was playing for
PWD Kumba. The players had gathered in a speafenr on the night before
the match. The spiritual adviser ordered the pkyerstart chewing on some
herbs. He also placed herbs on the foreheads gfislyers and asked them what
they felt. Some players complained about a bursi@gsation, others said that
they felt nothing. In the end, the spiritual advisencluded that four specific
players would decide the outcome of the match. Adiog to the Buea Boys
player, these players did indeed make the teanthveimatch.

Another issue is that the orders from both spitiadviser and coach need to
be followed by the players. Of course, the teamloaa the match if the coach’s
tactics are ignored. Also, the magic of the spalitadviser does not work if one
or more players fail to observe the taboos thataassciated with that particular
magic. Apparently, there are do’s and don’ts inedln football magic. ‘It’s just
like a hospital,” Zé explains. ‘When they give yantibiotics, they tell you not to
drink alcohol. Magic has certain rules that needbéofollowed.’ It is therefore
necessary for all participants — spiritual advis@layers, club executives — to
abide by the rules that are attached to specifidkiof magic. It is the spiritual
adviser who will explain the rules.

Kalla gave me an example when the team went to thiayinal in the Cup of
Cameroon. ‘Seven days before the match | travdtethe village to meet up
with my adviser. Then | left the village and wetraght to Yaoundé. | ordered
some people to put certain things around the fi€lte adviser also told me to
recite some words seven times. | didn’t understaed but | said them anyway.
Then | came back to Buea. | spent three days imooge without eating in order
to live up to the conditions that were given by thagician. So there’s condition
upon condition to get through difficult matches.’

The players too have to abide by certain rulesaimis to be successful. One
of the most common rules is to refrain from sexuétrcourse for one or two
days before the match. In fact, women and magicaict to be a disastrous mix
in the sense that women spoil magic. The spiriadhliser told me that most
spirits like clean and pure things (and women a. 150 when a player has sex
with a girl the night before the match, he will ggbe magic for the whole team.
‘When you call for the spirits,” Zé explains, ‘theson’t come. They will say that
you are not pure.” With regard to protection agawischcraft and sorcery, some
players are asked never to sleep with a girl wivgaring a prepared item, such
as the ring, or for the period of a month afteereing protection.
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In short, when a team supposedly has powerful mhgtcloses the match
anyway, the cause is sometimes sought in club éixeswor players breaking the
rules.

All'in all, there is bound to be a love-hate-redaship between the coach and
the spiritual adviser. After all, the coach is sopgd to share his team with the
spiritual adviser, as Zé explains. ‘There are ceacltho don't like to hear any-
thing about spiritual advisers. They know they ekist they want to leave it to
the supporters and the executives. They don't \@asyiritual adviser to come in
and tell him or the players anything. He prefersi¢oit himself because that’s
how he signed his contract. But there are somehasawho go for a spiritual
adviser themselves. Even though the club has itéusd advisers, the coach also
goes and employs a spiritual adviser himself.’

Differences between spiritual adviser and coach

There is one major difference between the spirimdViser and the coach.
Whereas the coach is hired officially and put andlub’s salary list, the spiritual

adviser is hired unofficially and kept off the listalla says the spiritual adviser
is not on the payroll. In other words, the coachlvgays known by the public but

the spiritual adviser is usually kept incognitaan think of at least two reasons
for keeping the name of the spiritual adviser aeteirst, the ‘game within the

game’ demands the search for the anti. If the ateen already knows the name
of the spiritual adviser of its opponents, theyl wrobably also know what kind

of magic he is likely to employ. In this case, Hearch will be over before it has
even started.

Second, if everybody knows the spiritual adviseeytcan also try to stop him.
One way of stopping the spiritual adviser is byumalizing’ his role in match
preparation. On many occasions, Zé had to enduras$ment from the sup-
porters of the opposing team. ‘When you are a watwn spiritualist like my-
self, you cannot come to a match without peoplilggp at you, suspicious of
what you are doing. They will always think you had@e something with the
match. So people came up to me and started smgaomkaall over my face and
hands. Sometimes they rubbed me with salt, somstthney sprinkled seawater
all over my body.” Why seawater? ‘In their mindy#ring that contains salt will
spoil everything abnormal. That's why witchcrafteda’'t make it to the kitchen
because there’s salt there. That's why some pewptego to sleep take salt and
put it around their beds. The sea is salty water.’

Salt is also used by Buea Boys when they play a&mdathe team manager
will give the players a plastic bag of salt. Justobe the start of the match, the
players will throw the salt onto the field to destrall possible magic. In the
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literature on football magic, | read that it is notcommon to see that ‘players
urinated all over the field to neutralize the olgewhich they thought might have
been buried by the host team’ (Royer 2002: 475nating on the field appears
to have the same effect as throwing salt but | haaeer witnessed players in-
volving themselves in the former activity.

But why the pork? ‘They know that | am a Muslimg Bays. ‘They know |
don’t like pigs. It's terrible when that happenst budon’t resist it. It's their
belief.” He gives me another example of being &k&l’ because of his pro-
fession. ‘There was a time when | was working féyrapique de Buea. We had
to play against Opopo. | slept the night in Limel avoke up in the morning.
Some people had cut pieces of fresh pork and hrad/ththem around my house.
It was my wife who first saw them. | said: “Forgatout it.” | swept it away,
gave it to the dogs and they ate it. In the aftemae went to the field and we
beat Opopo.” Apparently the supporters thought thay could spoil his magic
with the pork. ‘It was a medicine man who gave thbat,” Zé explains. ‘It was
their anti. Afterwards they started following theedncine man, saying that he
was a thief. They said: “You make us to buy pordt joecause you want to eat a
pig.”

The other way of stopping the spiritual advisethiugh bribery. Zé has the
following story to tell. ‘When people know you diee spiritual adviser of some
team, they sometimes buy you. They will come to §od ask: “How much have
these people paid you for this particular match®uYsay FCFA 100,000 or
FCFA 200,000 (€ 152 to € 304). They say: “We wdudle the price and you let
it go.” Your employer will think that you have war#t but he doesn’t know that
other people have paid you not to work. He dodemiw that you have played a
double game.’

Zé says that teams have to keep his employmertabstecret. ‘One time the
club president at Elec Sport called me and saidht@dad talked to some people
and that they had directed him to me. He said: &htwou to work for me.” |
told him: “That’'s not the way. You have alreadydt@domebody that you are
coming to see me. That's wrong. It has to be betwemi and me and nobody
else.”

This last sentence explains how the executiveshefdub can avoid their
spiritual adviser being bribed. In fact, Zé onlkels to deal with club presidents
in person and no one else. For instance, he hakeddor the first-division
teams Coton Sport de Garoua, Sable de Batie, FevBatiam, Victoria United
and Olympique de Buea. It was only with the lasbdhat he had contact with
executives other than the club president. It isshéiat corruption comes in to
spoil the relationship between the spiritual advised the club. ‘There was a
time when Olympique de Buea stopped appreciatingseryices,’ he explains.
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‘The problem is that when money starts being pabstaeen people, corruption
creeps in. For instance, the club president mayg $e® money through some-
body. Maybe he’ll send FCFA 50,000 but only FCFAQDD will reach me. This
sort of thing is due to the absence of direct adnbeetween the president and
myself.’

This is the moment when a spiritual adviser witipstvorking for the club. For
instance, it is said that PWD Bamenda’s spiritiligser stopped working after
winning six matches in a row with the team beca@¥¢D did not pay him the
money promised beforehand.

Team versus magic

When the coach and the spiritual adviser both glagh as major role in the
team’s ability to win or lose its matches, the duesthat arises would most
likely be the following. Who is thought to have raanfluence in winning foot-
ball matches, the spiritual adviser and his magithe coach and his team?

First of all, let me say that the answer dependtherperson you are asking. If
we were to put it in percentages, then spirituaisset Zé would argue that win-
ning a match is at least 70 per cent the resuli@bdviser's magic, which leaves
30 per cent for the coach and the players. ‘Theaenuprs and club executives
believe in the spiritual adviser even more thathaplaying body itself. He’s the
almighty. If he’s not competent, they know the teana failure. If they have a
good spiritual adviser, they know they’re going docceed.” Kalla says it is
probably 50:50: the spiritual adviser's magic ahe toach and his players each
play an equally important role in the match. Essarabd Ashu obviously do not
agree with these views. They would say that thelt@ad the players have a 70-
per-cent influence on the outcome of the matchJemtie spiritual adviser and
his magic account for only 30 per cent.

There is, however, an easier way to tackle thises®layers, coaches, team
managers and the spiritual adviser alike have #sat it would be foolish to
think that one can do without either magic or, raty, the players. Magic needs
to be ‘sound’ and players need to be well trairiddgic then fulfils a comple-
mentary function in matches. So on the one handR@®r (2002: 474) points
out on sports magic in Burkina Faso, ‘actors and spectators alike readily admit
that training and talent are important but say gaanot win without sorcery’.
Ashu told me that ‘you can train like hell but whitne spiritualist says you will
not score, then you will not score’. The team manayj Buea Boys said that ‘if
you don’t use the five-franc coin, you can play fao days but you will not
score’.
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On the other hand, it is generally understood thedwing devices such as
coins or stones are not enough to make a team wateh. ‘You have to show
that you're talented as a player,” the Buea Boysntananager explains. ‘The
coin is just a helping hand. You cannot just com®dhe field and see the ball
bounce into the net by itself. If you don’t kicketlball into the net, nothing
happens. It's the player who does it."” Ashu hasmalar story to tell regarding
the match between Buea Boys and Tiko United whenettecutives brought in
yet another traditional doctor. By this time, tHayers were angry that they were
being submitted to another magical ritual before thatch. “The fourth spiritu-
alist came with new things,” Ashu says. ‘He hadsalits of things — a bone of a
lion, and so on. | said to him: “These things doolay football. Take these
things, put them on the field and see whether dagyplay football.™

Evans-Pritchard (1976: 203) explains that magic ragnthe Azande ‘...is
seldom asked to produce a result by itself, bassociated with empirical action
that does in fact produce it'. Malinowski (1984:431argues as follows: ‘The
consecutive progress of work and of magic are iasdpe, just because, accord-
ing to native ideas, work needs magic, and magscdmy meaning as an indis-
pensable ingredient of work.” As Leseth (1997: 1&0yues with regard to
Tanzanian football, the ‘..success and failure of a football team is invdyiab
attributed to the skills of thenganga[spiritual adviser] as well as to the natural
talent of the players’. So, ‘... there is no genagileement about whetheak
[witchcraft, magic] alone can win. Wheth&ak rituals can precipitate victory or
cause defeat cannot be distinguished as a vairiaddgpendent of the game and
the players’ (Royer 2002: 474).

If we see magic and players as complementary elesmera match, we can
see that the coach and the players always needrdaetics and good training
sessions. After all, one cannot rely on magic aldofiee point is that Came-
roonians will readily admit that a victory or a somay well be the result of ex-
cellent or poor players on the field, no matter hpwerful their spiritual adviser
may be. For instance, Coton Sport de Garoua has theebest club in the last
decade not only because of its impressive finarmidiget and its probably very
expensive spiritual adviser(s) but mostly becaasel this is what all the sup-
porters in Buea say, the team has the best coatcplayers in the country.

On the other hand, clubs at the bottom end of tmpetition do not always
suffer from fake spiritual advisers or ‘locks’ ohetteam, as in the case of
Tonnerre de Yaoundé. Zé gives me the example obrude Douala, which is
occupying a position in the lower half of the DIngmetition. Union is a really
big team that normally ends up at the top of tisetdUnion didn’t recruit well,’
he says. ‘They did their recruitment before thagdhia coach. The new players
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Table 4 The final results of the D1 competition in 2003
Matches Matches Matches Goal

Team Points won drawn lost difference
1 Coton Sport de Garoua 62 18 08 04 +27
2 Canon de Yaoundé 51 15 06 09 +16
3 PWD Bamenda 51 14 09 07 +6
4 Bamboutos de Mbouda 50 14 08 08 +12
5 Olympique de Buea 49 14 07 09 +5
6 Unisport de Bafang a7 13 08 09 0
7 Union de Douala 42 11 09 10 +8
8 Fovu de Baham 41 11 08 11 -5
9 Victoria United 38 09 11 10 -1
10 Cintra Yaoundé 37 10 07 13 -16
11 Tonnerre de Yaoundé 35 08 11 11 +2
12 Renaissance de Ngoumou 34 08 10 12 -6
13 Sable de Batie 32 07 11 12 -7
14 Racing de Bafoussam 32 06 14 10 -4
15 Caiman de Douala* 28 08 04 18 -16
16 Stade Bandjoun* 21 04 09 17 -22

Source www.fecafootonline.com
* Having played 30 matches, Caiman de Douala aadeSBandjoun were relegated to Division Two.

were inferior to the ones who were already in #aart. The coach decided to use
the new players for the official matches. So thal i@ayers are not playing.
That's why they’re losing.’

Stade Bandjoun has also been struggling at thermotf the competition so
far. Surely there must be witchcraft, sorcery @chklmagic involved? Not at all,
Zé says. The problems, as we already know, arteteta the lack of a big man
sponsoring the team. ‘Stade Bandjoun has a finhodgs. They are struggling
because there’s no club president. The playerst d@ve food, jerseys, match
bonuses. When another team sees good playerdladteeason, they take them.
Last year Stade Bandjoun lost all its players. bBore they will drop to the
second division unless a miracle happens.’ Zé #tlitsno magic can save Stade
Bandjoun. At the end of the season, no miracle egpbened. Stade Bandjoun
was indeed relegated to the second division.

Three teams at the bottom of the league table ltbdiever, seem to suffer
from witchcraft, sorcery and black magic: TonneteeYaoundé, Sable de Batie
and Racing de Bafoussam. Having played 27 matchaserre found itself in
14" place in the league table. However, Tonnerre vbasitato win its last three
matches and as a result ended up ifi pthce — and thus remained in the D1
competition. The general opinion is that the clubstrhave found a solution to
the problem in these final weeks.

Sable de Batie partly succeeded in solving thaibl@m because in the second
half of the competition the team won three mataneBafoussam. Sable ended
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up in 13" place after the final day of competition. The Isigrprise was that
Racing ended up in ¥4place, and thus just escaped relegation. | héwtdithen
Racing supporters spoiled the field for Sable, tfaled to understand that the
field was spoiled in general. In the end, the magmed out to be more dis-
turbing for Racing itself than it was for Sable.dilner explanation may be that
the Racing supporters, as Essomba mentioned edriggered a spiritual com-
petition between themselves and Sable — a competihich they ultimately
lost.

The psychology of magic

Of course, the real question is: does magic wor&ll&t This is a slightly ridi-
culous question because the answer, as any Caneemowitl readily tell you, is
that it does work. It is more difficult to answéetquestion about how it works.
Zé gave us a clue when he said that advisers jpali the spirits to do something
‘magical’ on the field. There are also powders &edbs that have a physical
effect on the players on the field, either withvathout the help of the spirits.
The result, in the eyes of the public, is magic.

An interesting question is how magic affects thaypts of both teams when
they are playing a match. Zé explains that madeces them mostly at a psycho-
logical level. ‘Some people,” he says, ‘can regafiidcan magic as psychological
motivation because at least 50 per cent of the enasgpure psychology.’ Zé,
whose business card actually reads ‘Football ctexscy: specialized in psycho-
logy’, is well aware of the psychological benefifssuch spiritual forces in foot-
ball.

A few years ago, Zé set up a brotherhood of footblalyers from all over
Cameroon but | became aware of it only at the dnaiyostay in Buea. It was a
Buea Boys player who pointed out a white handkeifobm the arm of one of the
Olympique de Buea attackers. ‘He’s one of youmiftis players,” he said. ‘The
handkerchief is the trademark of the brotherhoddl.’of a sudden, | saw the
handkerchief on the arms of several players withnfpique de Buea, Victoria
United, Fovu de Baham and even Coton Sport de @ardbe brotherhood
consists of dozens of players all over the countinp are playing for first- and
second-division teams. Zé owns a reasonably langgound where the players
can hang out when they visit him in Limbe. | staylegre a few times as well.

The players in the brotherhood are personally ssdeloy the spiritual adviser
based on their attitude towards football and, airse, their individual talents.
Not every player is eligible to become a membethefbrotherhood because, as
Zé says, they are not disciplined enough. The aiesare selected probably pay
Zé a portion of their salary in exchange for hisiegl and spiritual powers. ‘They
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are my players,’ he says. ‘They know | will do dmgg to help them succeed in
football. | give each of the players a prepareddkarchief that will give them
strength during the matches. When they wear iy, kmow they can do anything.
It will give them confidence and trust.’

It seems that Zé is a sort of motivator for theypta in the brotherhood.
Indeed, he says that his job as a spiritual adwaerbe compared to that of a
mental coach or psychologist. ‘In Europe thererasmy psychologists working
with players,’” he says. ‘But Cameroon is a poorntou We don’t have many
psychologists. Here, that job is limited to spaitadvisers. Some of the spiritual
advisers would give the players water, or papehaded maize. They will tell
them to eat the maize at a certain time. Psychsti®gion’t give the players
anything, they only work with words. But the endutt is the same.’

The psychology of magic works in two different, yelated ways. Magic
gives the players confidence and provides a feaingnity. At the same time it
frightens the players on the opposing team. Fdant®, throwing devices on the
field or in the goal can have a positive psychatageffect on the players. ‘For
players, it's very important to have a physicaleabjto work with,” Zé explains.
‘| used to give attackers a stone or seed for thethrow into the goal. When
they do that, their brains are directed towardsgibe. The stone will give them
the idea that the goal is open and that goals eastbred. When they score, they
will believe it worked because of the stone.’

Essomba gave me an example of an attacker with lKu8thkers in 2000
who was one of the most promising players in thenty at the time. ‘Our ad-
viser gave him some medicine. He rubbed it intofhce three times. He scored
every time. He was the best scorer of the year 2dtlgoals. You can never stop
him from scoring. Most of those things are belidfsyou believe in it, then it
will work. He used to believe in it and he alwagsred.” The medicine obvious-
ly gave him the confidence he needed to score goals

Thus the trick with magic is to make the playerfidve in the rituals they
have to perform. Sometimes a spiritual advises falthis. The team manager at
Buea Boys told me that one of their spiritual adigsgave the players a small
ball. ‘They were supposed to put the ball in theouths throughout the match,’
he said with disbelief written across his face. ball in your mouth for 90
minutes? Is that possible? No! The players refusetb it.’

However, if a spiritual adviser is strong and cé@atic and enjoys the respect
of the players, his magic could even work at a pelagical level for the whole
100 per cent. Zé offers an example of a match Bpgred one day. ‘Just before
the match | came onto the field. The players gatheround me in a circle. |
made them offer collective prayers and | said: fil atand next to the field for
90 minutes and you will be victorious.” The playarsnt onto the field and they
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knew that | was there assisting them throughoutntiaéch. It gave them confi-
dence. They won the match but I didn’t use any giedi That's pure psycho-
logy. | conditioned their minds.’

Of course, magic can also make the players on ppesing team afraid. For
instance, burying black magic at the front gatehef stadium will create unrest
among the visiting team. Also, Olympique de Bueapgponents would surely
have developed fears when Essomba and his teans osgd to form a circle to
throw a concoction near the corner flag. ‘It somet happens that you as a
player are standing on the field and you see opteyers throwing eggs,” Zé
explains. ‘You will think: Let me not break my légSo psychologically you
have already been defeated.’

However, when something happens to the magic ofaant it can work
counterproductively for the team during a matctheTplayers of Olympique de
Buea believed in the concoction they buried nearcttrner flag. But when it was
removed by the other team, their confidence stadetkcrease. The next match
they started anxiously and with a lack of confidethecause they believed that
something had gone wrong. When the mind is featfid,body cannot perform
to expectations. It's not the medicine that makesmt lose the match, it's all in
their minds.’

Magic is big business

Football is, as we know, the number one sport im&aon. There is prestige
and honour involved in winning matches. Despite fiet that magic could be
regarded as only complementary to the coach angl#yers, it is still thought
by most Cameroonians to be one of the most impbttats in winning matches.
Zé told me that teams in Cameroon spend most of theney on match pre-
paration. In Tanzanian football, Leseth (1997: 1&iplains, the ‘...executive
committees spend huge sums of the club’s moneheir endeavours to bring
victory for their team. Hence, witchcraft in foolkia big business.’

Recall how team manager Kalla wrote down a calmnabf the expenditures
of a typical Olympique de Buea match in the D1 cetitipn. He also added the
amounts of money used to bribe officials. Now hdsathe magic expenditures
which are put in the accountants’ books as wellcQirse, the accountant will
use a different name for it. ‘The accountant cdligsychological preparation,’
Kalla explains. He adds an amount of FCFA 50,006hto FCFA 2,275,000 I
mentioned earlier. Thus the overall costs are F@R325,000 (€ 3,544) for a
typical away match in the first-division league.

The costs of match preparation, however, are famffixed amounts of
money. Just like the players’ match bonuses oibtitees for officials, the price
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of magic varies too, meaning that prices go uprdubig, important matches.
Naturally, expenditure on magic also increaseshatdnd of the season when
teams try to win the national league or struggleatoid relegation. This also
applies to matches in the different stages of tlhp ©f Cameroon, as Kalla
explains. ‘When we played the matches in the Cu@areroon, the prices for
magic went up to FCFA 75,000, FCFA 100,000 and F@B®,000 (€ 114, € 152
and € 304 respectively) for the quarter-finals, isknmals and final.’

However, Zé told me that Kalla’'s price of FCFA 5@)0for a typical match
must have been a very low estimate. He himself fhe@saverage price of match
preparation at FCFA 200,000 to FCFA 300,000. In eage, he too said that
prices of magic are variable and they especiallyugofor derbies in the pro-
vinces. ‘Last year Olympique de Buea beat Opopboate and away, but this
year Opopo beat Olympique de Buea at their grobloav Olympique has done
everything to beat Opopo in Buea. | know they pre@aor their match very
well. They were psychologically sound. Opopo cante it with some fears be-
cause they knew Olympique de Buea had gone far.nWere's a match like
this one, they will talk about tough areas theyehgone to for medicine. The
club president sent someone to a spiritual adws€rotonou in Benin. He paid
FCFA two million (slightly over € 3,000) for the mia.” Olympique de Buea
will play this match some weeks from now. The L&@ys will beat Victoria
United one goal to nil at the Molyko Stadium.

Since the prices of magic lie somewhere betweenA&1000 and a couple
of million FCFA, it is safe to talk about a ‘magbusiness’. The business of
spiritual advice seems to be a very profitable mess indeed. Zé spoke of
colleagues who were ‘very successful’ in the sethsé they were driving the
latest convertible sports cars. Since everybodywsnthat there is money in
magic, it is clear that it will attract a lot of @ae, good advisers as well as bad.
In Tanzania, for instance, there are ‘...practitiengvho] are real experts in the
business ... but there are others who supply chedge frticles for the sake of
gain’ (Leseth 1997: 171).

The problem, of course, is that spiritual adviseitsnever show what they are
actually doing. Since it is knowledge that mostbeg from generation to gene-
ration and since it is their profession, it makesse that spiritual advisers want
to keep their secrets to themselves. In this c®y, can always say that they
have powerful magic because nobody can prove otkervAnother difficulty,
Zé says, is that there is no official associationttsere are no rules and regu-
lations and no sanctions within the business. $tasy also applies to traditional
doctors who claim to know which player (or club extve) bewitched another,
and who will bewitch those players (or club exeged) in return.
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From what | heard, it seems that Cameroon is fubagus spiritual advisers
who may not even be knowledgeable in the art ofimagall. (Recall zZé’s re-
mark that there are only three to five really gaaldisers in the whole country.)
Zé told me that there are a few ‘situations’ irstiiear’s (2003) D1 competition
that really attract a lot of fake spiritual adviser

First, the ‘spell’ on Tonnerre de Yaoundé, mentiirethe previous chapter,
offers a perfect opportunity for people to knocktbe club’s door while claim-
ing to have the solution to the problem. While sahthem could really be good
spiritual advisers, most are just there to prabinf Tonnerre’s problem. ‘This is
when my colleague magiciareat’ Zé says. ‘That means, they might collect
FCFA two million (more than € 3,000) from this teamd say that they will do
it. When the club president gives him the moneyjus¢ vanishes into thin air.
After a while, the president will see that no wdrks been done. That's what’s
delaying the problem. It's not that Tonnerre is mging to solve the problem but
people are using the problem to eat their money.’

Second, everybody in Cameroon knows about the gigugetween Sable de
Batie and the Racing de Bafoussam supporters. Nbtdbe club executives will
receive numerous invitations from spiritual advselaiming to have the counter
magic to whatever magic is being used to spoifitfld at Bafoussam.

Another consequence of the money in magic is thahc¢ourages corruption.
Recall the spiritual adviser’'s story of the clukeeutives at Olympique de Buea
putting some of the president’s money into theingeockets. As Leseth (1997:
171) observed with regard to Tanzanian footbaleof the club executives ‘...
have taken huge sums of the club’s money clainmag it is required for witch-
craft purposes, while in reality the money is pdeklefor private use’. | have
heard a similar story regarding the match betweasaBBoys and PWD Ba-
menda in the 2002 interpools. Several Buea Boygepdatold me that each of the
members of the Executive Board brought his ownitspir adviser. The exe-
cutives supposedly paid them around FCFA 50,000ctdheir job, while they
handed over bills of FCFA 200,000 or FCFA 300,0®0¢he club president.

Spiritual advisers are very powerful people in badt They are even in full
control of the magic business because they canndotlting that coaches and
players cannot do: they can blackmail the clube‘fagicians have the cake and
the knife,” Zé says, meaning that they have knogdetb make the team win
matches but they also have the knowledge to makeethm lose. For instance,
they can block the team if the club president ispaying them enough money or
if they are fired. An example is Canon de Yaourtk employed a particular
spiritual adviser last year (2002) and with whoraythvon the D1 competition.
‘This season,” Zé says, ‘Canon has found a morersupadviser. The old ad-
viser said: “If you use him, you will not win younatches.” And Canon lost the
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first three matches of the season. The club exexsuthad to pay the adviser a
sum of money. They made peace with him and brobghtback to the team.
Everything was fine afterwards.’

Money, then, can restore any broken relationshinefe’s nothing money
cannot do,” Zé argues. ‘When somebody is angry,cmue and greet him. You
will buy him two bottles of beer and then give Hi@FA 100,000. Everything is
solved.’

The pork and the pepper

Essomba and | are still sitting in the hotel's dgiroom. | am wondering what
kinds of magic Olympique de Buea used after thifdhday in Limbe when the
supporters of Victoria United fought with the Olyimpe de Buea players to get
the bottle of Tangui. It seems that the team wagleld and confused during the
following three matches. Now, Olympique de Buea lesd four matches in a
row. The team had to travel to Bafang for a matgdirast Unisport. According to
Essomba, Olympique de Buea brought in a new sairddviser for the match
against Unisport de Bafang who turned out to beraptetely bogus person.
Before the big match against PWD Bamenda we hagbtto Bafang to play against Uni-
sport. The coach brought in a native doctor. Miadttefore the match he smeared the players
with rotten pork and pepper. It was very painfull @rsmelled awful. We were scratching all
over our bodies.
When we were in the line-up just before the sththe match, the Unisport players put their
hands in front of their noses. “You guys really #8héhey said. Even the referee asked:
“Which team is smelling so bad, Unisport or Olymm@” During the match one of the
players came up to me. “You guys are really dangetde said. “If | come too close, | have
to vomit.”
We lost the match 2-0. Some players didn’t wasérdfie match before they sat down in the

bus. Then the other players realized that we haah Isenelling extremely bad. | asked the
native doctor why he had done this. He said heagpeus to run faster with all that pepper.

Kalla said that ‘the players jumped in the air &at the ball and immediately
afterwards they had to scratch’. When Kalla ancdEgs told me this story, they
were laughing so hard that Essomba literally féltloe couch.

By the time Olympique de Buea had to play agaiv§gDPBamenda, they had
lost five matches in a row. According to Essombé& under these circumstances
that extraordinary measures are taken to guaranteetory on the field. Not
only did Olympique de Buea have to beat one ofrth®iin rivals but they also
wanted to end the downward spiral of losing alls#nonatches in a row. Just as in
the case of the mini-interpool match between BuegsEand Tiko United, as told
by Ashu, this time too there were at least fivg, @i seven spiritual advisers pre-
paring the same match.
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Kalla told me about the match that took place $astday, the day before this
story began. ‘There was a mix-up amongst us,’ ek &airst, the Olympique de
Buea players prepared themselves individually. Tthenmanagement did a lot
of preparation too. All the coaches said they hegbgred the match. The club
president said he had prepared the match. | hachaépared the match. But now
we were coming onto the field with so many diffarepirits. If we won the
match, which adviser were we supposed to thankbideght all this magic into
the team but the magic turned against us. And PVibhéhda already knew our
secrets because most of our native doctors cametfre North West Province.’

So the match ended in a 0-1 victory for the teaomfBamenda. Zé told me
that the spirits caused confusion amongst eachr athieh, apparently, is not an
uncommon phenomenon. ‘With African magic, there tiags people do that
don’t correspond with other people and the thingsytdo,” he said. ‘Let’s
assume that Opopo calls me. They will also calltloperson and that person
doesn’'t know that they have also invited me. Novs lerforming there while
I’'m performing here. There are certain things thatll do that do not corres-
pond to his spirits, so we set the spirits intdlbawWhile they are supposed to be
there to help the team they will instead be fight@gainst each other.’

Apparently this is also what happened when Victtdiated (Opopo) had to
play against Coton Sport de Garoua. ‘Opopo hiredentloan four advisers only
because they wanted to defeat Coton Sport,” Zéael‘In the end, Opopo lost
1-0. Those club executives think that when you Haived many magicians, the
power increases. But when you have many spiritisaliere can be competition
and misunderstanding amongst the spirits.’

Now we have many reasons why Olympique de Bueaslwshatches in a row
and why the coach was fired after the match ag&ngD Bamenda. Maybe it
proves that losing a match can have a variety piritsal causes’ that work
simultaneously for or against a team during a digatiatch.

We also know that Olympique de Buea’s luck willrtuor the better some
weeks from now, when the current head coach willlisenissed. The new coach
will hire a spiritual adviser from his own villageho, as you may recall, pre-
pared magic that demanded the coach stand up éoB@hminutes of official
playing time. Essomba said that this kind of magas difficult to beat since
nobody could see it. It did seem to work for Olyque de Buea. For a while.

| have come into the bedroom where the team dostalready asleep. Very
quietly I get into the other side of the bed artidsleep instantly.
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A strange noise wakes me up very early in the mgeriThe doctor is praying on
his carpet in a corner of the bedroom. Then, a&téew minutes, he informs me
that the bus is about to leave for a brief traingggsion in the stadium. Most
players are already sitting in the bus with thewtball jerseys on when | arrive
on the scene. Not long after seven o’clock, whas till very cold outside, the
driver stops the bus in front of the stadium. Theeicaptain, who will be the
team captain today, leads the teams in a coupleingble exercises. The fog
makes it difficult to see the entire field. Theitiag session, which is solely
meant as a warming-up session, lasts for only dalfiour. The players are dis-
cussing the upcoming match on the way back to thel.h

While the players are taking a shower, | relaxhia dloctor’'s room. The doctor
is preparing drinks for the players. First he sqesemaybe thirty lemons on the
top of a plastic bottle of cola. It takes time,oeffand patience to fill the entire
bottle with the juice from the tiny lemons. There tHoctor adds a significant
amount of salt. ‘This is power for the players,’ da&ys. | am not sure if the drink
is natural, medical or magical.

The technical meeting

At 10.30 in the morning it is time for the technicaeeting. This meeting will
take place in room 218, which is the doctor's secavom. The players come
into the room one by one carrying chairs from tirend) room. The atmosphere
is getting tense. The coach is about to give the-lip for today’s match. He has
written all the matches on a school board. Firsre is the derby between Canon
and Tonnerre de Yaoundé which, Essomba tells nmetotally fill the stadium
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in the capital. Second, PWD Bamenda is playingkigeteam Coton Sport de
Garoua. This is an important match between two seemthe current top five.
Finally, our own match is added to the list: Bantosude Mbouda versus Olym-
pique de Buea.

The coach explains that the outcome of these matcae significantly alter
the top of the league table. For Olympique de Bue# imperative to beat
Bamboutos in order to climb the ladder and geteslds the top five. After all,
right now the team does not even appear in theégopThe coach then gives us
the system of play and the position of each playethe field. The system of
play is 3-5-2, meaning that there are three defendve midfielders and two
attackers. | heard that Olympique de Buea usuatiyleys these tactics.

One of the assistant coaches gets the chance &k $pg& mind about the
match. The assistant coach is the only one whoksp&aglish during the
meeting and | know that some players will not bé&dab understand him. He
stresses the importance of the Rasta player andit¢kecaptain in the midfield,
especially now that the team captain is in Japaesé& two players are supposed
to build up the attack and make sure that Olympipi8uea keeps possession of
the ball for as long as possible. ‘You two are ltinains of this match,” he con-
cludes.

The vice-president takes over by congratulatingnthe coach on accomplish-
ing team discipline in such a short time. He sdag the disastrous row of six
lost matches has to come to an end. The team mat lsing this match at all
costs! He continues by saying that winning the Dingetition is probably no
longer an option for Olympique de Buea becausdalitiance between them and
Canon de Yaoundé and Coton Sport de Garoua isdglre® great. The club
president, however, did tell him that a spot in tiye three is the most important
goal for the team. The reason is that OlympiqueBdea could then still play
international matches in one of the three contameobmpetitions, which will
generate money and prestige for the team andatsdant.

The three continental competitions are the CAF Ghans League (since
1964), the Cup Winners Cup (since 1975) and the CAp (since 1992). In
Cameroon, the Ministry of Youth and Sports and FEO®T give money to the
teams that are involved in these international catitipns. For instance, Olym-
pigue de Buea, which is currently active in the @ipners Cup, received a few
million CFA francs before flying to Ghana to plagaanst Asante Kotoko in
Kumasi a few weeks ago. President Biya is apparesdid to have called the
president of Olympique personally to tell him thia¢ nation was watching and
was depending on the team to succeed. For thenahimvernment, prestige in
football mostly depends on international achievetsieAlso, the CAF offers
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teams significant amounts of money for reaching dharter-finals, the semi-
finals and the finals of the continental competisio

The clock strikes 11. The players, club executaed | are served bread with
coffee (for the executives) or warm milk (for thiayers) for breakfast. Since
there is no time for lunch later on, we are havingght now. Eighteen large
plates of spaghetti, rice and fish are put dowfront of the players on the long
table, and seven plates are put on the executtabt®. The doctor’s bottle of
lemon juice goes from hand to hand. Judging byplagers’ faces, it does not
seem to be a very pleasant drink. Most playerswuaestheir lunch silently and
very fast. Within minutes, most of them have alseeeturned to their rooms to
get some rest. Some players visit the doctor teiveca final massage, medicine
or a bandage.

It is 1:30 in the afternoon. We have checked outhef hotel and are now
driving on a road that will take us to Bafoussarne Pplayers are already wearing
their team jerseys. | can see numbers on the blattlegerseys but there are no
names. The coach is reading the sports pages.&nadio, a reporter is inform-
ing us about the upcoming matches. A player onbtiiekseat of the bus has a
cassette with music from Douala. He is singing @land everybody is clapping.

It does not take us very long to reach Bafoussalarge urban area built on
several hills. People are staring at the bus bec#dus obvious that there is a
first-division team passing through town. Theraisinteresting story about the
stadium in Bafoussam. A number of years ago theegoment gave its permis-
sion to build a new stadium which would become ohé¢he biggest football
temples in the country. However, it is said that finding dried up several years
ago. Now the inhabitants of the capital of the WRsivince only have a half-
built football stadium. Although | have not seee #tadium myself, it is said to
be a funny and sad sight at the same time.

Supporters in Buea think that President Biya asdgovernment are responsi-
ble for not completing the stadium. Apparently, dent Biya has never really
been involved in developing football in CamerooiheTmajor stadiums in Ya-
oundé, Douala and Garoua were constructed moretéemty years ago during
the time of President Ahidjo. It is said that th@rent president only spends
money on the national team.

Ticket revenues and advertising

So why does the club president of Racing de Batoussot decide to finish the
stadium? The answer is that he is not allowed tsalbecause the stadiums are
owned by the government. First, the stadiums adewuthe control of the local
urban council which, in turn, is led by a governmelelegate. Second, the
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government appoints so-called stadium directormfitaoundé to manage the
revenues of the larger stadiums.

A day before a match, the Ministry sends out regmmegtives to all parts of the
country with the tickets. Supporters pay the fixedes of FCFA 500 (€ 0.7) for
a standing spot in the sun and FCFA 1,000 (€ bpfplace in the stand. In
most stadiums there are also tickets for FCFA 2,8@), which are usually
purchased by prominent people who want a more tioxs seat’ in the stand.
(These are usually plastic garden chairs.)

As average first-division matches are watched I0@,to 5,000 spectators,
revenues can easily turn out to be between FCFAllibmto 2.5 million (even if
one only charges FCFA 500 for all the tickets).sTisi between € 1,520 and €
3,800. A former stadium director in Limbe gave nadcalations for the big
match between Victoria United and PWD Bamenda. figkie crowded stadium
into consideration, revenues should have been drade@FA six million
(€ 9,145), ‘maybe even seven or ten million fran(€10,600 to € 15,244). This
particular match, however, turned out to generatdy &-CFA 3.2 million
(€ 4,878).

Apparently, a huge problem arises when one corsitter role of tribalism
and corruption in football. First, some people tohd that corruption among
government representatives, such as the stadiuectdis, is very common.
‘Maybe a stadium director is poor at the time th@point him,” Zé says, before
continuing in a cynical way: ‘But when he has bées director for at least two
or three months, you will see him riding round ina&. You have to call him and
ask: “How come you have a car when you have narnaut a car loan? Are you
a magician or something?”

Second, | know from my own experience that manypfeego into the stadium
without paying for a ticket. | have even done itsalf a number of times. People
either jump over the wall or they know the peopleovguard the entrance to the
field. In an article on the BBC website | read tBath cases of corruption and
tribalism also occur in other African countries.@ongo, for example, the foot-
ball authorities started hiring deaf and dumb tidedlers at the gate. ‘The direc-
tors of the league say the deaf and dumb officralsprove incorruptible and
that ticket receipts have already gone up.’

A first-division referee offered another reason lfmwer ticket revenues, say-
ing that ‘'somebody will build his house on a hitfass the stadium and you will
see about 20 people watching the match from ug tfeerfree’. This is not possi-
ble in Buea but the hills around the stadium in hénare a perfect excuse for not
buying a ticket.

The money from ticket sales has to be divided bebtngeveral parties. First,
the officials are paid on the spot out of any ald# revenue. Some say that the
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referee, the two linesmen and the match delegatayal receive a fixed amount
of money; others claim that it depends on the @it travel and accommo-
dation expenses. In principle, however, the offsci@ceive more money when
there are a lot of spectators at the ground argifembody shows up. If there is
no money, the officials will receive an IOY (I Owéou) with the promise that
money will be paid out as soon as possible. It wahlerefore be logical to
assume that referees are keen to handle big mabelvesise then they are more
likely to be well paid for their duties. Second¢gety personnel also have to be
paid out of ticket revenues. The former stadiunector said that matches in
Limbe are being protected by about twenty policerard ten soldiers. Really
important matches usually demand a truckload afied who spread out along
the side of the field.

When the referees and the security staff have Ipagth out of the ticket
revenues, 40 per cent of the remaining revenue goe two competing teams,
40 per cent goes to FECAFOOT, 19 per cent to (Whatrd to be) the National
Football Commission and 1 per cent to the localncduln the case of the big
match between Victoria United and PWD Bamenda fdhmer stadium director
told me that each of the two clubs took away alb&tiEA 600,000 (€ 914) from
this particular match. The local urban council reee 30,000 francs (€ 45).

The two competing teams therefore do not reallynggth money from ticket
sales. They also do not receive much money fronerdidements in the stadiums
or from shirt sponsorship. There are a few commaamively involved in foot-
ball sponsorship in Cameroon, of which the beewbrees and soda companies
are the best-known examples. As Armstrong & Giwtan(2004: 12) observe,
‘... the most prominent sponsors of African footballbd are often beer and
cigarette corporations’. In Cameroon, these congsaare sponsoring football
tournaments such as the Top Cup and have set tipafbschools (‘Brasseries’)
throughout the country but they do not sponsorifipdootball clubs.

There is hardly any sponsorship in Cameroonianbfdbst all. ‘People here
don’t believe in advertisements,” Zé told me. ‘Axception is Fovu de Baham.
The players are advertising milk through the logo tbeir jerseys. The club
president owns a dairy company called B&B and hesuss team to advertise
his products. Somebody asked me: “What is B&B?"Hdd never heard of it. |
told him it was milk. | said: “You will test it!” Yu see, they already have one
customer. If they don’t do that, how will the clglow?’

Fovu de Baham notwithstanding, the lack of teamrmsprship and advertising
in the stadiums is, some say, the cause of the-gmfessionalism in Came-
roonian football. ‘If there’s no sponsorship,” Zays, ‘they should rent out the
stadium to the club. Then the club will have toextige to mobilize the people to
come and watch their matches. They have to arrpogkcity to get money and
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make a profit. This is not the law, it's only myggestion. If they run it well,
everybody will be interested in putting money itite club. In this way, the club
can afford good players. And then the supportelisgivie more money to watch
them play football.’

There are others reasons for the D1 competitiongoenly a semi-profes-
sional league. First, clubs do not sell food andkdduring matches. Groundnuts,
soya, chewing gum, fruit, cans of soda and botifesater, among other things,
are sold by children who do not seem to have atatioeship with the clubs.
Second, clubs in Cameroon do not sell footballggssof specific players or any
other items related to the club. In short, thera ick of club marketing and
merchandizing. ‘Take a look at Real Madrid,” Zédtohe. ‘They bought Ronal-
do. Ronaldo’s shirt alone is equal to the money theed to buy him. That's
what we call business. So when this is done, thie wiill grow.’

In addition, since there are no cameras presambat matches, including the
match here in Mbouda, clubs do not receive monawy firelevision deals. Indeed
Giulianotti (1999) argues that most money in Eusspéootball comes straight
from such TV deals. Since the money generateddigttisales is not enough to
cover all their expenditures, it is difficult forast Cameroonian clubs to earn
money from football and re-invest it in the club.

Driving straight onto the field

Our driver has taken us out of Bafoussam and isrdyito Mbouda. It is raining
softly. The bus slowly climbs the hills and speeg@gswhen going down into the
valley. Listening to the horribly loud noises arfthky movements, my fear is
that the bus is about to collapse. Nothing happleosgh and the road leads us
into the village of Mbouda only thirty minutes lat©ne of the players is singing
out loud again as the music from the cassettesbtagtof the speakers.

Suddenly a loud bang fills the air and we all baufarward and backward
again. A taxi just crashed into the back of the, @mithough it seems to be an
accident. The Rasta player starts screaming aathalriver. ‘What is this, you
crazy man? Are you blind?’ The technical directetsgoff the bus, only to con-
clude that no damage has been done. The diredtes the opportunity to call
over a few players and they disappear into a sugdeh by the side of the road.
Shortly afterwards, they return with a pack of 24tlles of water.

The driver continues our journey very slowly. Hamat speed up because the
main road is filled with supporters walking towartlhe stadium. Around three
o’clock, we are approaching the main entrance ¢ostiadium. On both sides of
the entrance hundreds of supporters flock togethgng to get a ticket for the
match. Several soldiers are ruthlessly beatingstimorters back from the main
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entrance. Our driver grabs the opportunity andgdke bus straight through the
opening in the wall. The intense roar of the engind the smoke at the back of
the bus scare away many Bamboutos supporters.

When | get off the bus, | see that there is alremdgatch going on. A large
crowd is watching Fovu de Baham — the team witheutecent field in their
village — playing a home match against Union de @&&uA few Olympique de
Buea players join me on the side of the field tbayglimpse of the match. Other
players are warming up in the parking lot. The meéeblows his whistle. Union
de Douala beat Fovu de Baham by 3 goals to 2. kgjuke inhabitants of
Mbouda are very lucky to see two first-division ofas for the price of one.

The stadium, again, looks exactly like the oneBuea and Bandjoun. Here,
too, the field is red gravel. There is only onendtan the right-hand side of the
field and it is full of supporters. Also, the olenice around the field is surrounded
by hundreds, maybe a few thousand, spectators. @l $mt is located across
from the stand, providing room for a couple of cadeporters who will give
short updates on the match every ten to fifteenuteinin this case, radio lis-
teners will hear reports on all the first-divisioratches without having to switch
channels. While a group of musicians is entertgirtimee crowd, the players of
both Bamboutos de Mbouda and Olympique de Bueaamaing up.

Against a backdrop of hills, the players from btetams are now lining up for
a pre-match formality. The referee and the Bamlmug#ptain are checking the
football IDs of the Olympique de Buea players. Thie referee and the Olym-
pigue de Buea captain do the same with the IDe@Bamboutos players. These
IDs are issued by the highest football authoribesl are meant to ensure that
only the official players in each team actuallyyplae match. In the case of
inconsistencies, the opposing team can file a camipWwith the match delegate,
after which the matter will be investigated further

The football IDs show the names as well as thesdatel places of birth of the
players, among other things. | heard that therevaoekinds of ‘ages’: real ages
and football ages, and the latter is always lower. instance, when a player is
27 years old, his football age will be around 22 maybe even younger. The
reason is not only that players have more chargesvay to sign club contracts
in Cameroon or abroad but also that they are eftgdible to play in one of the
junior national teams. Essomba and Ashu too onty/riee their football ages and
were very vague about their real ages.

There are many official rules in the Camerooniastiall leagues and it is the
match delegate who is responsible for upholdingdheiles. First of all, teams
can file a complaint or protest to the match delega the case of a dubiously
given penalty or any other irregularity that maygwcduring the match. | occa-
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sionally witnessed how the club executives praltyicatacked the match dele-
gate and each time he had to be protected by s®ldie

Then there are some general rules for official ime¢c First, heavy rainfall can
make the referee and the match delegate decidedtpgne a match. For in-
stance, | was watching a Cup of Cameroon matchdssiviFovu de Baham and a
second-division team from Douala where rain begdialt heavily. After twenty
minutes, a funny match developed as players skicgaetifell into puddles of
water and the ball kept dropping dead. The matchtbae postponed. Only a
few fields — such as the one in Buea — have dramagtems but these do not
really work properly.

Second, teams are obligated to show up for evefigiaf match and are
sanctioned if they fail to do so. The penaltiedude a fine of a particular sum
and losing the match by forfeit. There are manyntedhat lack the necessary
finances to pay for away matches and thereforenbt uncommon for a team to
just stay at home. For instance, Buea Boys haday @ match against a team
from the South West Province earlier this year @0&®umours ran high about
the other team having financial difficulties andAshu already — and rightfully —
predicted that the team would not show up in Buéeard that some teams will
send somebody to the stadium to inform the matdbgdée about a breakdown
of the bus. If the match delegate does not find wiiat really happened, the
visiting team will be entitled to a replay.

Third, spectator violence is a reason for the esfaar match delegate to decide
to penalize a team and award the match to the tehen. Ashu gave an example
when he told us about the match between Buea Bays&ko United. | will get
into the issue of spectator violence later on.

Christians and muslims

It is around four o’clock and 22 players and thodfecials have lined up on the
field in front of the stand. Matches normally begirthree o’clock or three-thirty
but the two teams had to wait until the other mdtad finished. The players are
all standing on the centre circle and waving atdievd. While the Bamboutos
players group together to lock the goal, the Olyqupiplayers form a circle and
offer their final prayers.

Prayers are the most common way of asking for tgpiriassistance on the
field and the players also say them after moshitngi sessions. As Cameroon is
divided between the ‘Muslim North’ and the ‘Chrasti South’, it is normal for a
football team to pray or call for a priest befdne match. Muslim teams may call
for a marabout Christian teams prefer a priest. Players can prdiyidually or
collectively with the whole team. Individually, glrs use the power of God for
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protection and for good luck on the field. Ashulwilways bring his carpet and
his rosary when going for an away match. The rgsarghain with 99 beads
representing the many names of Allah, can evereprdtim against witchcratft,
sorcery and magic. Essomba always prays beforgygoiraining sessions and
official matches.

Collectively, teams are visited by priests befdre start of the match. The
club president of Olympique de Buea usually sendwiest to the Sporting
Center on the morning of the match to bless theegptaand say collective
prayers. ‘He calls each of us,” Essomba explaidg will hold the leg of the
player and pray: “May God bless you and forgive yur sins, and take
maximum care of you, and make you stronger anchg&no Amen.” The priest
blesses the legs and feet of the players and thdshef the goalkeepers using
holy water and a broom. Within Buea Boys too, pgsiese hired to offer collec-
tive prayers before important matches.

In Cameroon, as elsewhere in Africa, beliefs inig€lanity and Islam go hand
in hand with beliefs in witchcraft, sorcery, magied other spiritual powers. In
the case of the players, it is not so much a quesif whether they believe in
witchcraft, sorcery and magic or in God and thel@®ibr Koran. They clearly
believe in all of them and the ‘Western’ religidmsve even created ‘.dualistic
thinking surrounding the powers of God and the Devi (Moore & Sanders
2001: 5). In general, the powers of the priest #wednaraboutare said to be the
highest in ranking. In other words, asking the ha#lod is thought to supersede
and overrule all other supernatural powers that hase been called upon during
the match. In fact, the dualistic ideas are evidetite sense that all occult forces
(witchcraft and sorcery) are called satanic poveerd God is the ultimate force
who can neutralize these powers. However, this doesnean that magic and its
anti do not have to be sought after and used ddin@gnatch.

So what kind of magic is Olympique de Buea using tfee match against
Bamboutos de Mbouda? Essomba told me yesterdajhibrat have not been any
collective rituals this week. The players told teb executives that, after Sun-
day’s overkill in spiritual assistance, they noden wished to participate in col-
lective magic anymore. They said that magic wiitdict them and they feel that
collective prayers are sufficient to ensure victory the field. The players also
said that they do not object if the coach or anotieb executive employs a
spiritual adviser, as long as the man does noteodkiem.

Ashu told me earlier that there are always playérs do not like the spiritual
adviser to come near them and do something withshand lotions. Neverthe-
less, players will usually do what is custom witthie team and the club and they
will obey the executives’ orders. ‘If you are in iRe, you have to do what the
Romans do,” Essomba said. In other words, if gtustom within a club to per-
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form magical rites, you as a player have to paudia in them. ‘I have to do what
the club president tells me to do,” Ashu says, &use I'm a player in the team.
You see, whether you are a Christian or a Muslioy, gnust do it. It's a problem
of collective preparation. If you don’t do it, yawe betraying the whole team.”’

In this case, though, the club executives at Olgumpide Buea have decided
to comply with the wishes of the players. But | aore that somebody hired
somebody.

Bamboutos de Mbouda — Olympique de Buea

The referee has chosen one of the two match badlpkaces it in the middle of

the field. Olympique de Buea just won the toss igtlvo attackers will start the

match, but not before the ritual of hand shaking been taken care of. Now |
see how many players on both sides actually refasehake hands for well-

known reasons. The crowd cheers as the attackarBuea Town passes the ball
to his team mate for the first 45 minutes of play.

The reserves’ benches of Bamboutos de Mbouda aynmifdjue de Buea are
on the sideline just in front of the stand. Theeress and the coaches are barely
able to sit on the short wooden bench and, aftehige, some of the players sit
on the ground to watch the match. The vice-presittas a chair in the stand,
while the technical director is standing among sugporters just behind the
reserves’ bench.

It has stopped raining. At the moment, the fieloklo relatively okay; it is not
too wet and the sun does not reflect much ontargékdegravel. Umbrellas have
been put down and everybody is concentrating onnth&h. The first twenty
minutes of play are relatively boring. Neither bettwo teams dares to attack
and, instead, are mostly defending their goal aféasomba told me that Came-
roonians really like a mix between the Italian &erman styles of play, mean-
ing a very rough, defensive and counter-attackind bf football. This could be
either just a personal view or a recent developmelucal football, because ‘...
Cameroon has an essentially French style dating tzaat least the 1960s ...’
(Armstrong & Giulianotti 2004: 15).

The rough play of the players on the field seemsatoch the admiration of the
crowd. ‘Strong player,’ is a statement | hear omwzally. One of the Bamboutos
players lobs the ball over his direct opponent sprihts forward. The supporters
cheer him on. ‘He’s measuring your height,’” a supgrasshouts at the unfortunate
Olympique de Buea player.

Then, after about thirty minutes of play, a Bamlbsuattacker manages to
reach the Olympique goal area and scores the doat. The stadium erupts.
Everybody is cheering, laughing and making funhaf bpponents. The attacker



Sunday 18:

who scored the goal removes his shirt and runfeostde of the field. He is
surrounded by his team mates as they celebratgahle The referee places the
match ball in the centre field to resume play. thar second time in the first half
of the match, the Olympique de Buea attackers parthe ritual of passing the
ball to each other. Now Olympique de Buea facedlifiieult task of scoring the
equalizer while the entire crowd cheers for the @adeam. One of the Olym-
pigue players shoots the ball towards the goaklieitgoalkeeper catches it very
well. ‘International keeper! The supporters like gtress the fact that this parti-
cular goalkeeper is one of only two players inEHecompetition who have been
selected for the national team (the other one bamgattacker with Canon de
Yaoundé).

| am looking at the scoreboard at the end of thlel fivhich looks similar to the
one in Buea. It is basically just a large woodearddeld up by two iron poles.
Here in Mbouda, and in Buea as well, a guy sitim@ giant chair adjusts the
scoreboard by sticking pieces of cardboard with Imens on behind the name of
the respective club. Aside from the fact that tremeno electronic scoreboards —
the ones in Yaoundé and Douala have been ‘out ddrofor ages — there are
also no working spotlights in most stadiums. Reéalhu’s story of the matches
between Buea Boys and Tiko United, where the secaaitth ended in 1-1 due
to the approaching darkness. Indeed, football nestcdan only be played during
the day and before sunset which is at six or dntythFinally, many supporters
synchronize their watches with the playing timetba field because of the ab-
sence of a clock in the stadium.

After forty minutes play, two players crash intacleather and both fall over.
The referee blows his whistle, runs over towards glayers and then gestures
that he wants a stretcher. Four older people ddesserhite medical coats rush
onto the field carrying what is supposed to beratater. Such personnel are
present at all first-division matches but they dd treat the players medically.
That is the job of the club’s doctor and OlympigieeBuea’s doctor rushes over
to the players with a bag and a bottle of waterCameroon, the FIFA rules,
stating that players have to be treated off thid fi@lso apply and so both players
are carried behind one of the goals for furtheaittreent. After a minute or so, the
players are ready to come onto the field againyTieve to walk towards the
middle circle and wait for a signal from the refetgefore they can resume play.
Moments later, the referee whistles for halftime.

| notice that home matches truly are an advantagéh& home team and vice
versa. They put the visiting team at a disadvant&ge one thing, | have never
seen visiting teams changing in the changing rodrhs. main reason is that the
players fear that the home team has ‘spoiled’ thatfor inside of the dressing
room. That is why the PWD Bamenda players, whewg there playing against
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Olympique de Buea in Molyko Stadium last Sunday] taendure the burning
sun for at least an hour until the match started.

Another thing is that the visiting team usually slagot train on the home
team’s field and so they cannot get used to itaulp@dies in advance. For in-
stance, when Olympique de Buea goes to Yaoundéato @anon in the near
future, they will train on a small secondary-schbeld because they either did
not get permission to train in the impressive stadior because they did not
want to.

A third disadvantage is, of course, the spectatotie stadium. | do not think
that there are supporters of Olympique de Bueaeptea Mbouda because it is
too expensive to travel all the way to the far ostp of West Province. The
entire crowd therefore supports Bamboutos and ghiss the home team an
advantage that cannot be underestimated.

Chiefs, traditional fields and ancestors

There is another aspect related to the fields ¢hat influence the outcome of
matches. Recall the difference between traditideaims and non-traditional
teams, as explained on Wednesday. Traditional teamsist of a club president,
executives and supporters who come from the ethroap that resides in the
area where the team is located. The home matché®esé teams are played on
traditional fields When speaking of fields in Cameroon, one actuallys about
the ground or land on which the stadium is buitaditional fields are located on
the ethnic group’s land and, thus, have a close@dion with the ancestors of
the land. ‘People here believe in ancestral powetbe powers of the dead,” Zé
told me. We have seen a couple of examples when Astl Essomba explained
the workings of traditional benediction and the estral cup in order to protect
them from occult forces.

In African cosmology, the world is divided in twibte world of the living and
the world of the dead. These worlds are not corajjleteparate but are inter-
connected and interdependent. When a person dies, $he will become part of
the world of the dead — and hence become an amceéstcestors are dead
tribesmen who can still influence the world of theng. The most important
person for the ancestors is the traditional ruldére chief orfon fulfils an inter-
mediary role between the two worlds. He is saidéable to communicate with
the world of the dead and, therefore, with the atars.

At the beginning of the football season, the chigff perform specific rites on
the traditional field to honour the ancestors. Speitual adviser told me that the
club president will pay the chief who then uses sahthe money to make his
people buy certain animals and foodstuffs. Some tw@fore the start of the new
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season and thus also before the first home madtelghief and his followers visit
the football field.

‘The ancestors are people who died so many years A€ explains. ‘But they
still exist in one way or another. They have pavhership of the land. So that's
why the chief will come to the field at night torgkle food and drinks on the
field. Maybe the ancestors were angry because theyght they were being
neglected. The food and drinks will make them happg now football can be
played on the field.” According to Essomba, theetlalso sacrifices an animal
such as a chicken or a goat and then the bloodusegd onto the field. This story
is similar to Scotch’s (1961) findings on footbalinong urban Zulu in South
Africa. ‘Before the season even opens, the teanghlars a goat “to open the
doors to luck” and the season’s end is marked loyten slaughter’ (1bid.: 488).

Although | did not hear anything about post-seastral slaughters, some
teams will pay the chief halfway through the contpet to perform the tradi-
tional rites again. This, however, only happensmtie team is not performing
well and in such cases, Essomba told me, the desigent will start contem-
plating what is going on. Is it the fault of theapérs or the coach? Is it the fault
of the spiritual adviser? If not, the club presidemay think that perhaps the
ancestors are angry. Only then does someone cathéochief to perform the
traditional ritestwice a year. The ancestors cannot make a team win gstult
if they are angry, they can start making life vdifyicult.

In Cameroon, all the teams from West Province a$ as=PWD Bamenda,
Kumbo Strikers, Victoria United, Canon de Yaoundd ®ynamo de Douala are
so-called traditional teams and their team exeestisan decide to pay the chief
to please the ancestors. There is one major excepdi the rule of traditional
teams and fields, namely Olympique de Buea. We kiatvthe (Bamileke) club
president is not indigenous to the Buea area. Heweomeone advised him to
pay the local (Bakweri) chief anyway and that ia@ky what he has been doing
for the last few years. Essomba told me that thditional rites have not been
performed this year (2003) and there are rumowatthie president has refused to
pay the chief. There is also the story that thsident gave money to one of his
executives but that the latter had said he was lantabmeet the chief in time
which, as the people from Buea would say, meanshéacollected the money
for himself.

It is also custom for teams to visit the chief'dgua before going to a really
important match. For instance, Olympique de Bueatwe see chief Endeley of
Buea before playing the Cup of Cameroon final iroifadé last year (2002).
There are palaces all over the country but somdlsgtythe most powerful ones
can be found in the North West and West Provintés. palace in Foumban is
said to be the biggest and most powerful of allthBessomba and Ashu have
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shown a deep respect for the palaces. Essombantolhat the palace is full of
medicine and witches cannot enter. Individual magioot allowed inside the
palace. When Olympique de Buea received the chid€ssings, he noticed that
many players had brought individual magic from thaliages and he told them
to leave it behind because it was disturbing teaityu

When visiting the chief at the palace, Essombaanpt to me, the club presi-
dent, vice-president, team manager and the plagléisave to drink from the
ancestral cup, beginning with the club presidenied&Boys, too, went to see the
chief of Buea before going to the interpools lastry Ashu told me the following
story. ‘Before we entered the palace, the top ef ittountain was covered in
cloud. We all stood in a circle — the players, ¢@a; everybody. The chief took
the cup from the ancestors and gave it to us. Yaouanly drink from it when he
gives it to you. Then the chief grabbed a broom spldshed the water from the
cup over the players and staff. He said: “Go, mydodn, you will not be sick,
you will not break a leg, come back safely. You gueded by your ancestors.”
We looked up and saw that the clouds on the mountaire clearing. The sky
was bright, the sun was shining. It meant thatiheestors had accepted us.’

Apparently, Kumbo Strikers also went to see thefchefore going to play the
Cup of Cameroon final in 2000 and Victoria Unitesited the chief before going
to the interpools a few years ago.

There is something else connected with the chidffaatball teams. | became
aware of it when Kalla described the big match leetv Victoria United and
Olympique de Buea in Limbe. ‘The people from Limiee the sea to confuse
players,’” he said, ‘so it's very difficult to betdtem at home. They use water
from the sea to prepare the match. That is, theythe spirits that are in the
water. We in Buea use the spirits of the mountdie. believe that the mountain
is taller than the sea so we feel that we are abloe®.” Of course, we already
know that there are spirits of the ocean — calleairiWata — that can be used
for match preparation. But this is something defar

Zé told me that there are natural phenomena aroost villages and towns.
For instance, there is a mountain near Buea, aanonear Limbe, a waterfall
near Menchum, a rock near Bafoussam and so on.ciite¢ and the football
team can go to these places and derive powerstiiem. Only the local ethnic
group can make use of these powers, Zé says.tHéssame thing with your
passport. It belongs to you. If | use it, it wouba illegal. That's how the
mountain stands. The Bakwerians are the peopleawroit. So anybody who
wants to use the God of the mountain has to cotfseilBakwerians.’

We know that there are coastal Bakwerians (in andrad Limbe) and inland
Bakwerians (in and around Buea) who rule over tbean and the mountain
respectively. We also saw on Wednesday that tleie God of the Mountain
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(Efasa-Moto) and a Goddess of the Ocean (LiengMvanja). ‘You have to
look at the historical background of these placZ® ’says. ‘There wasn't any
football during pre-colonial times. There were omitertribal wars. When people
were going to war, they went to these places ttecbpowers. They believed
that they could defeat their enemies by using tipeseers. These days there are
no more wars. The only war we have now is football.

We already know that a football player can recanpernatural powers when
going to the mountain with a native doctor. Appdserthis is equally possible
for a whole football team. | heard that the powafrsnountains and oceans are
not called upon only for football purposes, butytta@e also used during other
competitions, such as the canoe races in LimbbeoRace of Hope in Buea.

One may get the idea that teams who have suchahgibenomena in their
areas enjoy a certain advantage over teams thabtlbecause they appear to
derive a lot of powers from these areas. Howevkave never heard of a victory
being attributed to powers related to chiefs oreatmrs. Instead, the chief and the
ancestors merely fulfil a complementary role atem@nt matches.

Spectator violence

It is half-time. The Olympique de Buea players siteng on the ground behind
the reserves’ bench. They are drinking and lisggrionthe coach and the vice-
president. The vice-president truly acts as a gubestfor the club president. He
is making tactical comments and is worried aboiwgpacific player’s injury.
Essomba’s voice is louder than all the otherss ttlear that he is not happy with
his team-mates’ performances.

| am feeling somewhat ill at ease at the side effidd. Just before the start of
the match, | heard disturbing news about last geanatch between Bamboutos
and Olympique de Buea here in Mbouda, which endeal 1-2 victory for the
away team. Bamboutos did not only lose that pddicmatch but also their
chances of winning the D1 competition that yeare Bamboutos supporters
became so angry and frustrated that they walked o field with a wooden
bench and used it to hit the referee several tiomethe head. The referee died a
few days later in hospital.

Today, the club executives and players of OlympidedBuea have expressed
fears that the supporters may become violent addia. driver even suggested
parking the bus in front of the police station battthe team could seek pro-
tection in case of unrest. The vice-president edus do so.

Football is a spectator sport, Essomba told me, @ndourse he is right.
‘There’s no point in playing matches if nobody’s talang us,” he said. Sup-
porters can encourage the players to give outsigrnekrformances, but they can
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also obstruct the match through violence. In Eurgpectator violence — popu-
larly referred to as hooliganism — is one of thganaroblems surrounding foot-
ball. In Cameroon, | have witnessed only a fewansés of spectator violence in
the first-division league. One was at last Sundayadch between Olympique de
Buea and PWD Bamenda when some of the supportetedthrowing rocks at
other supporters. We heard the story on Monday ti#eracase of violence took
place in the stadium in Bafoussam, after which FEO®T did not allow the

field to be used for several weeks.

In Cameroon, the level of spectator violence defer each of the three offi-
cial competitions and also according to the impuargaof the match. The tenden-
cy is for more violence during important matched #me (mini-)interpools. The
level of violence also tends to be greater witlia second and third divisions
than in the D1 competition. In this respect, Caroaians make a distinction
betweentown matcheandvillage matchesTown matches are usually matches
between the bigger clubs in the D1 competition aredrelatively peaceful; and
village matches are between the smaller clubsendiver divisions and can be
relatively violent.

The different structure of the three football dieiss is one of the reasons why
violence is more widespread in the lower divisioitie teams in the first
division play 30 matches in a season and one iddali match is therefore not
particularly important. In the second and thirdisiiins, however, the teams
from the province and division respectively, areiadkd into pools with six to
eight teams, depending on the numbers of teanfseimitea. These teams do not
play as many matches as their counterparts in thednpetition and only the
teams that end up in first place in their respecwols will continue to play
matches. For many second- and third-division tedahesfootball season is over
after only a few months. This indicates that eacti @avery match is important,
especially in the first months of the season, angperters thus tend to support
their teams more fiercely.

The teams that make it through the pools then #axeher difficult competi-
tion: the mini-interpools. However, there is moezwity available at the mini-
interpools and the interpools.

Village matches are said to be synonymous with fotahes, lousy stadiums
and plenty of violence. To begin with the firsttetaent, most fields in Came-
roon are far from flat, even the ones in Buea, lerabd here in Mbouda. Some-
times when watching matches, | got the feeling thizining a game here is a
lottery and depends on whether the field is ‘coapeg’ with a team or not.
Ashu told me that the fields in the villages are worst of all. Buea Boys played
three village matches this season (2003) — oné&amdo Titi, one in Idenao and
one in Bakwa Supper. In the second game, ‘the pitak too stony. If the ball
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happens to fall, it bounces and changes directiomas an inferior place.’ In the
third case, ‘it was a very nice field but it didtr@ve the dimensions of an offi-
cial field. It was really small.” Players rarelyidd deliberately on Cameroonian
fields, the obvious reason being that the fields @mo hard and players will
certainly get injured if they do.

The fields in the villages typically belong to pany or secondary-schools and
are not really up to the standard required forcadfimatches. One should there-
fore not be surprised that the field is not surdmthby a fence, a brick wall or
anything that would classify the whole structureaastadium. In Buea it would
not be very difficult for a supporter to walk orttee field during a match but in
the villages it would be easy to do so.

Cameroonians even have a term for animals or dpestaho cross the field
while teams are playing a match. Since no onelasvall on the field but the 22
players, animals such as chickens, goats and coveven human beings that
appear on the field are calléoreign bodiesThe official rule is that the referee
has to stop the match for as long as the foreigly lmon the pitch. In the case of
animals, it can hardly be said that they are trymgnfluence the match. In the
case of supporters though, this becomes a diffesteny. | heard cases of village
matches where supporters ran onto the field to gtepball. A second-division
player told me about a match where rainfall hadedrthe pitch into a muddy
pool of water. When one attacker shot the balhatdoal, it dropped dead in a
puddle of water just in front of the goal line. Apporter from the opposing team
rushed onto the field and kicked the ball away. Téferee awarded neither a
goal nor a penalty.

The lack of fences and brick walls in the villagesnade worse by a lack of
security personnel. While there are maybe up tdytipolicemen or soldiers
present at first-division matches, the level ofusig in the second and third
divisions can be classified as ‘minimal’ to ‘comiglly absent’. We already know
that the security personnel are paid for out deiaevenues. Village matches
certainly attract impressive numbers of spectabutsthe fact remains that the
stadiums in the larger towns are capable of hogéingnore spectators. It would,
therefore, be logical to assume that there is simpt enough money to cover
the costs of having many policemen and soldiem/@rsee village matches.

In summary, spectators can influence the matcheversl ways. First, sup-
porters sometimes go onto the field during offigaime time and influence the
match by obstructing players of the opposing tearyokicking the match ball
away. | cannot say that | have witnessed any af hlappening during first-divi-
sion matches. Second, supporters can spoil thehrbgtbursting the match balls.
Third, supporters can (threaten to) beat up th#ingsteam, so the players go
onto the field with trepidation. The visiting teakmows that if they win the
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match, they are likely to be molested by the croiuthey lose the match, they
will probably be left alone. Ashu told me that soai¢he Buea Boys players had
even asked the coach to be left out of the linedupng their three village
matches. In short, supporters can influence theoow of a match — sometimes
doing so through the use of latent or real violence

Beating up the referee

Supporters can also threaten to beat up the reterdbat the latter will favour
that particular team. This is yet another way inchlspectators can influence the
outcome of a match. Ashu explained to me what haggbeluring the village
match between the visiting team Buea Boys and tinechteam Bakwa Supper.
We went onto the field early. Supporters were mgriorches at the side of the field. Bakwa
Supper came with players who didn’t have officiaéhces, so | had to file a protest. Then
we played the match. They scored against us ifirdsifew minutes but | equalized. One of
our players scored three goals in the first hatfthe referee was afraid of being beaten up.
He refused to allow those three goals. We endefirSiehalf 1-1.
In the second half | scored another goal. Thenvibe-captain scored the third goal. We
were leading 3-1. Then we scored again but theeaefdisallowed the goal for no good
reason. Then | got the ball. | wanted to shoot theyy kicked me and | fell over in the
penalty area. The referee blew his whistle and gava penalty. The spectators ran onto the
field and beat up the referee. When the scene wes and things had calmed down, the
referee didn’t put the ball on the penalty spot.ddanged the penalty into a free kick.
The next goal that | scored was not allowed byr#ieree. The goalkeeper kicked the ball

but it didn’t get far. | rushed and shot the balioi the net behind the goalkeeper. But the
referee refused to allow the goal.

| did not see the match so | cannot tell whetherrtéferee was right or wrong
in denying the goals scored by Buea Boys but isdu# seem too far-fetched to
conclude that the supporters of the opposing tedimenced the referee through
violence.

Finally, a second-division player gave me an ex&resmample of spectators
influencing the referee. At half-time in a certailage match, some of the spec-
tators were walking up and down the field with dficoon their shoulders. The
statement was clear enough: if our team does nothv match, you will end up
inside this coffin!

A first-division referee told me that he and hidleagues are in the dubious
position of being the most likely subjects to batea up by spectators. ‘Some-
times the spectators realize that their team iskyvdee said. ‘They know that
their team deserved defeat and they will not fighit sometimes they feel that
their team was beaten as a result of the referew lieo partial. That's when
they will want to punch him.’
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The problem with officiating a match is that — vehthe rules and regulations
of the game apply to matches all over the worlchesé rules are nonetheless
reasonably flexible. In other words, the rules t@ninterpreted differently by
referees during matches. ‘I think being a refereene of the most difficult
professions that a person can find himself inirst-division referee explained.
‘It takes less than a second to make a decisiomagistrate can go home, read
his law books, come back to court the following dayd make a decision. A
referee’s decision is made right there on the filth hundreds or thousands of
people watching him. He cannot say: “Wait, let noasult my books.” Some-
times the spectators don’t understand the decamhyou’'re accused of being
partial. Sometimes the referee’s incompetent, somest he’'s having a bad day.
We're all human beings.’

Every referee is selected and trained by a loegional or national branch of
FECAFOOT, depending on whether he is working in tiied, second or first
division respectively. Just like the football clulzs referee too has to start his
career in the lowest (third) division. To be proswto a higher level, referees
undergo a medical, physical and written test eyegr. A first-division referee
told me that he spent two years in the third donsand six years in the second
division before he was promoted to the D1 competitHe is now even accepted
as an international referee. Going from the thodhe first division, then, is a
sort of rite of passage. “You will find out thatdi-division referees are more
mature,’ the first-division referee explained. ‘Jir@re more experienced than the
ones in the second division.’

Sometimes referees end up in a higher division umxaf bribery. A sus-
pended senior referee in Cameroon has arguedhbi ts corruption involved
in the selection and promotion of referees. He ®oBBC reporter that referees
pay money to get promoted to a higher level.

Another difference between first-division referesl second- or third-divi-
sion referees is that the latter do not get paidhmitBeing a referee is a hobby,’
the first-division referee told me. ‘You don’t coder it as something that can
sustain you. It's a voluntary kind of activity. Sou must have a good job or
business as well. When you are appointed to hamdatch, you must be there.
You need money for transport and accommodationth@gh this statement
may be true for referees in the third divisionhink that referees in the first
division do make reasonable amounts of money. Adterwhy would they go
through so much trouble and hardship if they wareaven compensated for it?
It seems that the referee will earn more money\etiere he is promoted to a
higher division. This is especially true when oma&els into consideration the
levels of bribery explained on Thursday.
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A picture emerges of first-division matches beied by more experienced
and better-paid referees who work in relative secand are less bothered by
violence than their colleagues in the lower fodtbkedgues. One is also inclined
to think that there is less ‘fair play’ in secorahid third-division matches than in
first-division matches, meaning that there are maouéside influences on the
players and officials the lower one goes in theylea And since second- and
third-division referees are young and inexperienaed do not get paid much,
they are more likely to accept bribes. Corruptioayrbe more widespread (or at
least less hidden) in the lower divisions but dreases in value in the D1 com-
petition. For instance, | do not think that clubsthe third division are able to
give a referee the FCFA one million that the Olygya de Buea team manager
mentioned earlier.

Spectator violence and bribing the referee arelainm the sense that in both
cases fair play is no longer guaranteed. But byilwan also lead to spectator
violence. For instance, the referee has to be vargful in awarding penalties.
We know that supporters will try to beat up theesreé when thethink that one
team is being favoured. Of course, we can nevémteéther the penalty was
awarded as a result of bribery or not. Nevertheltdss referee faces a similar
dilemma as the coach who accepts money from a li¢qalayer. Whereas the
coach may place his reason for winning the matcjeapardy, the referee may
put his life in danger.

FECAFOOT is trying different methods to increase lkvel of fair play or at
least theidea of fair play. First, the performances of referaes being observed
and checked by FECAFOOT officials, particularly theatch delegate. ‘The
match delegate always gives the referee a gradkidoperformance,’ the first-
division referee explained. ‘He will send the résub FECAFOOT. Sometimes
they appoint a hidden match commissioner. You dendw him, you don’t see
him. He comes in as a spy. He takes a confiderdg@ird to the match commis-
sion in Yaoundé.’

Indeed the appointment of ‘undercover match ingpsttis a quite recent
phenomenon that is directly related to accusatairrruption among referees.
According to FECAFOOQOT, the reports by the secrspéctors ‘will focus on the
quality of officiating and the conduct of the hofaes’ (BBC website). Also, the
football magaziné&lobal Footballgives unofficial ‘grades’ to referees and lines-
men. Although this implies that the press functia@ssa sort of watchdog, the
lack of cameras during matches severely limits rthlis.

Second, the referee cannot personally select thehemhe wishes to officiate
at. Instead, as a first-division referee explaitede, this is done by a commis-
sion in Yaoundé. ‘The commission will publish thenmes of the referees in the
media,’ the first division referees said. ‘Sometsyou’ll find your name in the
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sports pages, sometimes you’ll hear it on the rallinen selecting the officials
for upcoming matches, it would be wise to look s ethnic or regional back-
ground of the referee. The first-division referegdsthat, as an Anglophone, he
will never be appointed to officiate at PWD Bamendatoria United or Olym-
pigue de Buea matches. ‘I will never handle theatches. It's not really written
anywhere but they feel that if | officiated at avfethese matches, the supporters
might link the result of the match to the area fimm. They try to keep you out
of such problems.’

In the end, the referee and the match delegate thavauthority to postpone a
match if there is too much spectator violence. Titst-division referee told me
that he hardly ever uses this option. ‘If you cdrnthe match, it means that the
two clubs have to prepare again for that matchs Tieans double expenditure
and they just don’t have the money for it.” Anotleason may be that the sup-
porters will not allow the referee to stop the rhatmeaning that the latter has to
continue the match or be beaten up by the crowd.

The first-division referee’s concluding remark isple yet very true. ‘You
just have to manage the situation and be a brave’ ma

Into the second half of play

It is shortly after five o’clock. The fifteen-mireitoreak has come to an end and
the players are walking onto the field for the setdalf. The Olympique de
Buea players offer collective prayers in a closedle Usually the opposing
team and its supporters are watching this rituakfaly because this is the
moment when a player in the circle can easily diagncoction onto the field.
We already know from some of the stories in theviores chapter that magic can
lead to violence in the field. In fact, during ntgysin Cameroon | found out that
many fights broke out because of alleged magicaitpes.

Two players with Bamboutos are ready to start #s 45 minutes of play. A
man who is dressed up as a woman is blocking my Wi dancing in front of
me. Then he is acting as though he wants to givarkiss. The onlookers are
screaming ‘sara, sara’ (white man, white man). | supposed to put some
money inside his basket. With a tip in the basketlifts up his dress and walks
away.

These public figures can always be found aroundadb&ll field. In Buea,
there are two guys who are synonymous with Olympide Buea, the Molyko
Stadium and football in general. They stir up theand and create the necessary
enthusiastic atmosphere during a match. One of tiseadlways walking right
next to the sideline, catching the ball when itgoet and shooting it way back
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onto the field. Not all the players are fond of Homt he seems to entertain the
supporters nonetheless.

My neighbour’s stopwatch indicates that the maginithe 58 minute. The
attacker from Buea Town reaches the goal and,ad¢mror of all the supporters
in Mbouda, manages to score the equalizer. Thevwesebench of Olympique
de Buea is immediately deserted as the reservesaaudhes run onto the field to
celebrate. The radio reporter signals the receméldpments to his superiors at
the station and then broadcasts the latest scafeetoest of Cameroon. Nume-
rous supporters in the stadium are holding tinpdistor radios to their ears to
keep up-to-date with all the action in today’s nhat

The match resumes. The coaches from both teansibstituting one of their
attackers for a defender, thus implying that they l@appy with the result. The
tension of the match is slowly decreasing. It loaksif Bamboutos no longer
wants the full three points and is trying just tolchonto the current score.
Olympique de Buea, too, does not seem to mind &.dfhe referee blows his
whistle three times. The end of the match. Thees®d-1. In no time at all, the
field is covered with hundreds of supporters. Sahthem are trying to talk to
the players; most are heading towards the exit.

The Olympique de Buea players are returning tdotieand everybody seems
to be pleased with the final score. There are s¢veasons why today’s result,
which will only put the team ahead by one pointyéng celebrated as a victory.
Olympique de Buea did not lose the match and haefbre ended its negative
run of lost matches. Also, Bamboutos de Mboudabgyaeam in the top five of
the competition. A draw is thus a very respectabseilt.

The results of other matches are coming in. Theclnest between Canon and
Tonnerre de Yaoundé and between PWD Bamenda arah Guort de Garoua
both ended in draws. Nothing has changed in theotdpe league table. Olym-
pique de Buea has not got any closer to the o#twms$ but has not dropped
down the table either.

Meanwhile, the attacker from Buea Boys is showevdld compliments from
his team mates and the coaches. The vice-presgl@mt the phone to the club
president who is passing on his congratulationthéoteam. Essomba is visibly
happy to see that several girls are slowly walkmgards the bus. He and some
team mates are exchanging phone numbers with e @ther players are
having conversations with their Bamboutos countgspdn Cameroon, all the
players seem to know each other.

The team’s vice-captain has a thigh injury. On¢hefknobs on an opponent’s
boot has cut his skin but he does not seem paatigubothered by his wound.
Also, one of the midfielders collided with a playar the opposing team when
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they were both trying to head the ball. The bumphan forehead is literally
growing by the minute.

After twenty minutes or so, the vice-president #imel coach urge everybody
to get back onto the bus. The driver has barelyukdutside the stadium when
one of the defenders jumps out of a window. He den an ex-girlfriend and
wants to talk to her. A couple of minutes later,ifidack inside the bus. The
driver takes us back to Bandjoun at high speed. Ausgoes down the valley
and up the hill again. It feels as if we are irober coaster. In Bandjoun, every-
body is resting and relaxing until seven o’clockeTsun sets behind the hills of
West Province as we are driving home. Then, abalftvay between Mbouda
and Buea, the bus halts in the middle of a smathtoThis is the coach’s stop.
Two hours later, one of the assistant coachesogpard off at the major round-
about near Tiko. He has parked his car there ahdimie to Douala.

We have reached the Mile 17 Motor Park and makeghd turn. Three players
and | are getting off at Malingo Junction before thus goes on to Buea Town
and its final destination — the Sporting Centrerndaea. Essomba is seeing me
off at the front gate of my compound which is sdm& he always does. He is
very tired. ‘There’s no training session tomorrolWwg says. The coach told the
players that they deserved a day off. Training v@ume on Tuesday afternoon.

It is almost midnight. We have been knocking on dglaé several times now
but the guard is not there and nobody seems tovakea Essomba helps me over
the brick wall. “You have to get some rest!’ he sajNext week will be very
tough. We're playing Union de Douala next Sundaywehy important match.’ |
realize that it is still a long way until the enfitloe season.

Anything can happen.
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At the end of the first half of the 2003 footbadlason, | travelled with Olym-
pique de Buea to the capital Yaoundé for a matainag Canon. | was sitting
somewhere in the Ahmadou Ahidjo Stadium and, &srited out, only a couple
of seats away from Roger Milla, the president ohii@rre de Yaoundé. Back in
Buea, a Buea Boys player had given me a photocdmncadvertisement in
which Roger Milla and Theophile Abega, the clubgmlent of Canon, were
standing side by side, both dressed in flashy19#0s suits.

While Milla was discussing things with people arduhim, Canon and
Olympique were struggling to win the match far avesythe field. A couple of
thousand supporters were sitting at the other dntheo stadium, clapping and
singing their hearts out. All of a sudden, | readizhat | was doing research in a
small Cameroonian town somewhere in the back obheyBut this was Came-
roon’s capital and this was a real football stadium

As we were driving towards the capital, | noticedvithe Olympique de Buea
players became quieter as we approached the ditgo@se, Essomba and the
Rasta player had lived here for years but manyhefdther players looked as
though they were impressed by the sight of Yaowsdéen and yellow hills.

If only Olympique de Buea had a stadium like thie ¢ thought as | watched
the two teams play, or at least a similar footipéith. When Canon had beaten
Olympique by two goals to one, and Milla had diszqued before | could give
him the photocopy (requested by the Buea Boys playesaw Canon de Ya-
oundé’s official bus outside in the parking lotwlas a coach, no doubt with air
conditioning, and there was a television screeid@as well. ‘Now you see how
big these teams like Canon and Tonnerre are,” Hsamaid. ‘Look at our bus
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and look at Canon’s bus. Our bus is a joke. Thess geally have professional
clubs.’

As we headed back to the South West Province aeedspp the main road,
most players were silently staring out into thekdavening. Perhaps they were
sad because they had lost, perhaps they were drgarhplaying for a big club
like Canon de Yaoundé. But it was there and them thunderstood why clubs
like Canon and Tonnerre de Yaoundé and their copatts in Douala had al-
ways been so dominant in football.

Yaoundé and Douala are massive urban areas fdtafiomic and political
activity. This is where the big men can be fourmine of whom are willing to
sponsor the city’s proud clubs. We should alsofoxget the huge populations in
these areas, most of whom are loyal supportersenf tespective football clubs.
Above all, the ethnic groups in these areas, sscthe Beti, the Bassa and the
Duala, have money and political power. And tribaliand nepotism make sure
that they maintain and strengthen their positidngoaver. The history of football
truly reflects these processes: for 30 years thieschnd the related ethnic groups
from Douala and Yaoundé have completely domindieccountry.

It is actually amazing if one thinks about how thgb president of Olympique
de Buea managed to create a reasonably successtoall team in a very short
period of time. Olympique is a well-funded teaml ffl good players who even
took the Cup of Cameroon trophy to Buea in 2002stVzeople in the South,
East, Adamawa, and Extreme North Provinces can drdgm of having teams
like that. These four provinces are mostly absemnfthe list of winners in the
D1 competition and the Cup of Cameroon.

But the club president of Olympique de Buea hasmapr advantage. He is a
Bamileke. He and many other members of this colgn@eated ethnic group
have not only become economically and politicaloxverful people, they have
also engaged wholeheartedly in sponsoring footbalins. Teams from the West
Province have come in towards the top of footbafl&ional league, thereby
successfully challenging the supremacy of clubmff@zouala and Yaoundé.

In the introduction, | quoted journalist Simon Kupeho said that the spread
of wealth in Africa closely matches the spreadaaitballing success. While he
was referring to the African national teams, hetesnent is also true in Came-
roon itself, particularly when you look at the ctufsom the Littoral, Centre and
West Provinces. In this respect, the locationshef ¢country’s most successful
clubs coincide with the economically prosperousiaieg and the politically
powerful ethnic groups who live there.

If one wants to beat the teams from these areas,really needs a lot of
money. That is precisely how Coton Sport de Gatmsbecome the new domi-
nant force in Cameroonian football, and to somesmxeven on a continental
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stage. According to the Olympique de Buea playtes financial capabilities of
the team from the North Province are almost unéohitCoton Sport de Garoua is
known as a Muslim team in an area where there argyriviuslim big men, one
of whom is the club’s president and general manafdre Sodecoton Company.
Over the last ten years, even a big club like Cat®iYyaoundé has not been able
to truly compete with Coton Sport de Garoua.

But, of course, we should not forget the teams ftbe Anglophone zone.
Both the South West and North West Provinces haeelyzed some of the
bigger clubs in the country. The South West Prawiisca relatively rich region
due to its many natural resources and the majorpeoms found there. The
North West Province may be a lot less wealthy,v@nepoor, but here one will
find the Bamenda — an ethnic group that is knowbetdhe most prominent force
of opposition to the president and his ethnic group

There is actually a lot of politics in football abrk here — or at least that is
what the Anglophones would say. Big teams such re&sofs Buea, Victoria
United, Kumbo Strikers, and most of all PWD Bamemdae never won the
national D1 competition and the Anglophones think the result of a deliberate
attempt by the Francophones to keep them underaordowever, another
reason may be that these Anglophone teams laclotigeterm funding that the
teams from the Littoral, Centre, Western and Nd&tbvinces enjoy, which is
reflected in the Anglophone teams continuously ¢pgiromoted to and dropping
out of the D1 competition.

But as | already mentioned in the introduction, faet remains that the
players from the Bamileke region and those from Armglophone zone are
underrepresented in the national team. Anglophanesid say that they are
being dominated by the Francophones in life — &adl this dominance is simply
extended to football as well. As far as the Ban@lake concerned, team manager
Kalla told me that the other ethnic groups (thel Batl Bassa) are afraid that the
Bamileke will take over the national team in thensaway that they have taken
over business in the country. So they are tryingelep Bamileke players out of
the national team.

It is evident that football is closely linked tothoeconomics and politics. At
both local and national levels, tribalism is woxkifull force: football is an arena
in which the country’s different ethnic groups ateuggling to gain power and
dominance in a relatively non-violent manner.

| said before that President Biya always triesaketadvantage of the suc-
cesses of national teams, whether it is the InddstgtLions or the junior Olym-
pic team. The president also sees African contalesampetitions as a way in
which he can profit from the success of Camerooniahs. In 2003, Olympique
de Buea and Canon de Yaoundé received money fro@AFPOT and the
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Ministry of Youth and Sports to participate in t8ep Winners Cup and Cham-
pions League, respectively. The authorities evegromped a well-known Came-
roonian national coach to assist Olympique de Bubaad coach.

The sad result of the president’s interest in thigonal teams is that he seems
to be neglecting the local leagues completely. €aresee this by looking at the
poor state of the stadiums in the country or whea loears that the clubs in the
D1 competition decided to go on a strike (in 200dgause they just did not get
any money from FECAFOOT. One can also see it osidds of the field in the
stadiums or on the shirts of the players. Or ratbee will see it because it
cannot be seen. There is no sponsorship in Camiarotootball, although lately
there has been some interest by the telecommummnsatompany MTN.

And this is where we can safely return to the intgoace of powerful ethnic
groups and their big men. The lack of sponsorshigp #nancial aid from the
government, combined with the fact that revenuemfticket sales are usually
minimal, leads to the conclusion that these big raen essential to the very
existence and success of football clubs in Camerndowever, having a big man
behind one’s public team may be a blessing buisep some problems as well.

Canon de Yaoundé, Tonnerre de Yaoundé and Cotort &pdsaroua are all
known as rich and well-managed clubs. Even Olympida Buea is thought to
be a big and well-organized club. After all, thalxpresident is a rich man who
can afford to send his players to away matchespaydhem high signing fees,
salaries and even match bonuses. Since many tea@&neroon are struggling
financially, Olympique de Buea already enjoys tHeamtages of the other richer
teams from the Littoral, Centre, Western, and Nértbwvinces.

Also, the club president has employed a vice-pesgidca technical director, a
team doctor, a team manager, three coaches aridadoound staff to perform
various tasks. The club executives all have thein gole within the overall
organization of Olympique de Buea, which on papmrmsis like a (semi-)pro-
fessional football club. In this sense, one andleyresearch question — how do
teams in Cameroon (try to) win football matchestar be answered as follows.
The basis of a successful football team dependgheriinancial resources and
organizational structure of the club in general.

But as we have been ‘behind the scenes’ at OlynepitpuBuea, we know that
reality is a little different. Essomba, among ofiéras said that his club is not a
professional club at all; in fact he called it anadeur club. Of course, he was
referring to his signature premium of FCFA 2.5 maill that still had not been
deposited in his bank account. And he was alsequigry because the match
bonuses and training allowances had not been gaidither.

Apart from the fact that the club president doetsappear to be consistent and
aware of timing when it comes to handing out mofeayd we know that this
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applies to many other local and national teamsfnica as well), there are more
structural ‘problems’ in Olympique de Buea. Thesetribalism, corruption and
witchcraft and sorcery going on within the clubtganization.

First of all, it seems as though the club execstiaee interfering in each
other’s jobs. It is the job of the technical diwcand the coach to recruit the
players, but the club president, vice-presidengmtemanager and assistant
coaches are all bringing players into the team @& WMany of these players are
selected because of tribalism: they are ethnicalfifiated to the people who
have selected them. This means that not all theedaat Olympique de Buea are
selected because of their football skills and thelity of the team is therefore
not as good as it could or should be.

Also, the club president is the club’s sole sporesat, as such, he has com-
plete decision-making powers. He sometimes usesethowers to tell the coach
which players he should be playing and which shdaddsubstituted during a
match. In fact, it is the coach who has to endoeenmost outside interference and
this means that he is unable to perform his jolp@ry. When everybody is
interfering with the line-up and the coach’s ottesks, it is increasingly difficult
to see Olympique de Buea as a professional club.

Second, it seems that not all the club executiveslaosen as carefully as they
should be. For one thing, the technical directah@ight to be using club money
for his own purposes. We have seen this happeninggithe recruitment pro-
cess when he allegedly signed players while aséimee time taking half of their
signing fees. He is also thought to keep moneynfatch bonuses and training
allowances for himself, thus reducing the motivataf the players to do their
best during matches. The same thing can be samboéy that was intended for
the spiritual adviser but that ended up in a claécative’s pocket. Sometimes a
spiritual adviser is so angry that he puts a spelthe team and makes a team
lose matches.

| have understood that the issues discussed abomg @ other first- and
second-division teams as well. These issues aateteto people who do not put
the interests of the club first but who are trytogrealize their own individual
goals in life.

This is definitely also the case with the thirddplem’ at Olympique de Buea,
namely the fact that some people within the clutrganization seem to use
witchcraft and sorcery against one another. Wech#ae example of the former
technical director bewitching the team (and a simitase is Tonnerre de
Yaoundé’s bewitchment by its founder’'s widow). Té@re many cases of club
executives obstructing each other through spirifoedes because of jealousy,
anger and even hatred.
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This is especially true among the coaches of teeam€&ameroon. Within
Olympique de Buea, we saw that at some point iny#ar 2003 the assistant
coach is said to have bewitched the head coachn\Weeteam started perform-
ing badly in the competition, the club presidenedithe head coach in favour of
the assistant coach. The assistant coach was bagayise he had been officially
trained as a football coach while the head coachrieer finished his coaching
course and obviously did not have as much expegienc

Spiritual adviser Zé told us how Cameroonian aaststoaches obstructed the
white head coaches at Fovu de Baham through waéhand sorcery. This is
actually part of a broader issue in football, nambht many Africans do not like
to see white people taking jobs that could bedilyy Africans themselves. One
will always hear complaints about this during thieidan Cup of Nations tourna-
ment because it is here that one will notice thatrhajority of national teams are
led by white coaches. Here, too, jealousy and aleget to the bewitchment of
others.

In the end, it does not matter whether these odatdes actually work or not;
they are signals of a struggle within the club anel causing unrest among exe-
cutives and players alike, which will have somé sb(psychological) impact on
the outcome of matches.

The things happening inside the club’s organizatiaturally influence the
team itself. This is best explained by an incidéat occurred a couple of hours
after we had left Yaoundé by bus to go back to Bukan the vice-president of
Olympique de Buea decided to make a short stopanalax. Most players had
been extremely quiet during the trip up until tpaint, and probably rightly so
because there is nothing to be enthusiastic abbahwou have just lost a match.

There was one exception. The team captain had\e¥gmoisy and when the
driver parked in front of a shop in Douala, he ir@ide to buy sandwiches, soda
and liquor. He then mixed the soda and the ligunoa iplastic bottle under the
eyes of the vice-president and the head coach,wdte obviously not amused
but did not say anything. Once back on the roagl télam captain was drinking
heavily from the plastic bottle, got drunk in nané& and started to sing loudly
while sticking his head out of a window. Most ples/a&vere embarrassed by his
behaviour and seemed to be waiting for either tice-president or the head
coach to do something. But both of them, and tlgek as well, knew that the
team captain was in effect an ‘untouchable’ becdliseclub president regarded
him as his own son. The team captain can go talteclub on Saturday night
and miss several training sessions every week a&nds tstill always on the
coach’s list for Sunday’s match.

As Zé explained, godfathers can make sure thatrules do not apply to
‘their’ players and so these players receive faabler treatment. The outside
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influences of godfathers, but also the principleéhaf coach’s player, can lead to
discrimination in a team. And, as Zé said, wheegdhs discrimination, there can
never be team unity. The point is that if all tHayers know that the 11 players
on the field truly are the best players, they witbbably be OK with the whole
situation, stay on the bench without complaining #&ain hard and wait for the
coach to select them. But if they realize thaterame players on the field because
of the influence of a godfather or because theagept have paid the coach a
sum of money, they will become jealous and angry.

Many players really seem to dislike the team capktacause of his status in
the team. Particularly the Francophone playershangng problems with the
Anglophone team captain because they feel thabke dot represent the whole
team when he discusses team affairs with the ctabwives. Tribalism based on
language or ethnic group is leading to strugglahiwithe team, mostly because
either the Anglophones or the Francophones or thges from certain tribal
backgrounds are being favourably treated.

It is here that the coach should step in and déhlmwatters by enforcing rules
and regulations. But since he is completely undher influences of the club
executives and other people, and, as Zé explaofeeh poor and ill-disciplined
himself, the coach is hardly able to disciplineypls and create stability in the
team. If he accepts money from a player, he justrimutes to the disunity in the
team.

Many players in Buea told me that the issue of gthadrs and coach’s players
can easily be extended to the Cameroonian natieaah. They say that all the
national team players need to have someone powerfygt them into the team.
In this respect, a lecturer at the University oeBicalled these powerful people
‘Baobabs’. It is also said that most players payright people lots of money to
become one of the Indomitable Lions. These commamatsnerely based on spe-
culation, though, and cannot be proven.

However, it is evident that the coach of the natldeam also has to withstand
strong influences from outside. | said in the idtrotion that Jorge and Haan
resigned as coaches partly because of pressuretifrorilinister of Youth and
Sports at the time. This man, Philippe Mbarga Mbpearsonally kept Pierre
Wome out of the national squad after the unforteraayer missed a crucial
penalty against Ivory Coast — an error that cau@aasheroon to miss out on the
World Cup in 2006.

Within Olympique de Buea, the situation is more ptoated. Recall how the
technical director was very enthusiastic in attrecinew players to, as people
claim, collect money for himself. In the 2003 seggbe coach had more than 40
players at his disposal, most of whom were respealeyers in the country. The
alleged corruption of the technical director has e a team in which there are
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two excellent goalkeepers and several excelleatlats. All of these players are
struggling to be the number one in their specifisipon on the field and one
way of dealing with this situation is by using witcaft and sorcery.

Just as the Anglophone team captain has to endtobonaft attacks from his
Francophone team mates (and we have seen exantpBsea Boys), the 11
players on the field too are under constant atfamk their colleagues on the
bench or in the stands. Attackers bewitching a#eckgoalkeeper bewitching
goalkeepers — these things occur on a regular badislestabilize team unity.

In this respect, | have to emphasize that witch@afl sorcery are considered
to be both evil and beneficial. These forces alielmcause they make players
feel sick or get injured but at the same time they beneficial for the players
who use them to bewitch team mates. After all, mdtaft and sorcery are means
by which these players can achieve their goalgenih this case ‘eliminating’ a
team mate and taking his position on the field.

This is especially true for players who collect sugatural powers in order to
be better players. With the aid of a traditionattdo, they obtain such super-
natural powers in the hope of getting a lucratigetact at a European club. We
know that some players bewitch team mates who eected to go for a trial
match because they are jealous of those playersiantito obstruct their future.

In all cases, witchcraft and sorcery attacks aresed by jealousy, anger and
hatred for different reasons. Thus players shotdtept themselves against these
spiritual attacks by getting talismans from tramh&l doctors. | heard that talis-
mans are used by African players all over the woeden in the European
leagues. If a player does not share his wealth thgtpeople around him, he runs
the risk of being bewitched by them. It is not umeoon for family members to
obstruct players just because they are unhappytivim. Many players in Buea
told me that witchcraft and sorcery surpass bouagameaning that African
players in Europe can easily be bewitched by ti@ual doctors in Africa.

Finally, there is a correlation between tribalisorruption, and witchcraft and
sorcery because these are all ways in which plagensget themselves into the
squad of 18 (or even selected during the recruitrpeniod). In fact, tribalism
and corruption can be the cause of witchcraft amdesy attacks within the club
and team. After all, a player who is on the fieklaresult of corruption and
tribalism can easily become the victim of a witdftattack by a jealous team
mate.

Moreover, tribalism, corruption, and witchcraft asdrcery in the club and
team are factors that result in the team startinpse matches because the best
players have not been chosen for a match. Somerglaye there thanks to the
powers of their godfathers, some are there becalisefinancial deal between
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them and the coach, and yet other players are thesrause the original players
are sitting at home with a serious injury broughtby witchcratt.

We have seen that the basis of a successful féodiaah lies in a club’s finan-
cial resources and organization. But we have agso shat even the richer teams
in Cameroon do not always win their matches becafiseternal struggles be-
tween club executives and players. Smooth clubmizgéon and unity in the
team are hampered by tribalism, corruption, ancchwrtaft and sorcery. But
although corruption and witchcraft, sorcery and image sometimes the cause
of a team losing its matches, these are also methpavhich teams in Cameroon
try to win their matches. The supporters of bothnte play a role during the
match too when they use violence to achieve cegaats.

There are many similarities between corruption aragic — and sometimes
even between these issues and spectator violeiwseofall, corruption, magic
and violence are all ‘illegal’ methods by which eatry to win matches. Club
executives are not supposed to bribe the refetgposters should not run onto
the field and beat up the referee, and — althobighpoint is more difficult to say
with absolute certainty — FECAFOOT does not appeaofficially allow the
hiring of spiritual advisers.

Recall Ashu saying that when he and his team mattdéauea Boys jumped
over the fence to avoid the black magic buried ba path to the field,
FECAFOOT fined the club. We have also seen how FEOAT is trying to
curb corruption and violence in football by keepmglose watch on the actions
of the referee and by penalizing teams whose stgnsobehave inappropriately.
Throughout Africa, people are trying to stop bribdslack magic and spectator
violence in football but in Cameroon they do nareeto be very successful at it.

Second, since these methods are not allowed byotiball authorities, the
teams mostly do it out of sight. In short, corroptiand magic are, to some
extent, secret, hidden activities in football. Geml) sometimes one will see
players, club executives or supporters openly dffer referee money during a
match. Or one will withess how a couple of play#®w a concoction onto the
field. But that is probably all that will be viséal The case of violence is different
because here one will see supporters becominggailysaggressive towards the
referee.

But most cases of corruption and magic take placg Ibefore the match
starts. Sometimes the club executives meet withcthle executives of another
team to ‘buy’ a match, sometimes the referee vaiihe to town early to receive
money from an executive at a certain club. A gpalitadviser, too, will most
likely already have prepared the match before thggps step onto the field. In
other words, the uninitiated spectator who is stamdn the side of the field will
be unaware of any of these things happening irb&dbt
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But what is clear from my research, and this is ttied similarity, is that
corruption and magic are common and widespreadodsthsed by teams to win
football matches. For instance, team manager Kk said that everybody in-
volved in Cameroonian football is corrupt ‘from theesident of FECAFOOT to
the last player in the league’, and in this sereferees will always be bribed
during matches. He also said that all the footlb@ims in Cameroon hire
spiritual advisers, meaning that ‘there isn’'t aginfootball match going on that
hasn’t been prepared by someone’. If you do net &ispiritual adviser for match
preparation, he continued, it means that you ddala football seriously. ‘Then
you just don’t want to win the match.’

I am inclined to conclude that most matches in Gae involve bribery and
that all matches involve match preparation. In #esse, teams are stuck in some
sort of vicious circle of corruption and magic. éftall, they know that the other
team has probably bribed the referee and mostitijirnired a spiritual adviser.
If a team does not bribe the referee and hire samém prepare magic as well, it
is clear that the team will start the match at gehdisadvantage. So even if club
executives, coaches and players do not want amytbirnlo with these practices,
they are in one way or another obliged to go aleitg them.

A fourth similarity between corruption and magiodato a lesser extent also
spectator violence, is that these methods tendetarbgular in the sense that
their scale and intensity are related to the ingrar¢ of the match. We have seen
how important matches — matches in the differeajes of the Cup of Came-
roon, matches in the (mini-)interpools and matce$e end of the season — de-
mand higher amounts of bribery and multiple spalitadvisers to prepare strong
magic.

For instance, when Olympique de Buea went to th@oma interpools in
2000, the club president spent FCFA 95 million wo tweeks. Team manager
Kalla said that a match during the national intetpacosts at least four or five
times as much as a normal match in the D1 competiflThis means that the
referee will receive four or five times as muchheswould normally receive.
Olympique de Buea will also hire more spiritual sevs and pay them more for
their services. Ashu also told us how matches duthe mini-interpools will lead
club executives, coaches, players and supportengdamany spiritual advisers.
Sometimes one and the same match is prepared imamg as six or seven dif-
ferent spiritual advisers.

There is a strong relationship between corruptinagic and violence on the
one hand, and tribalism on the other. Derbies betvteams from the same town,
province or region call for drastic measures imteof corruption and magic and
supporters tend to back their teams even moreelieréVe have seen how the
club president at Olympique de Buea paid FCFA twilian for magic in order
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to beat local rivals Victoria United. Derbies ansime struggles between dif-
ferent ethnic groups in football, and these growgkdo everything to win the
match.

The scale of corruption and magic also differs va#ith level of play. In the
lowest third division in Cameroon, teams cannobraffto pay the referee or a
spiritual adviser a lot of money. In the first-dilon league, however, matches
are ‘bought’ for at least FCFA one million and gpial advisers receive about
FCFA 200,000 to prepare magic. It would, therefdre,logical to assume that
corruption and magic increase during tournamenth &s the African Cup of
Nations or the World Cup. This is mere speculatimugh.

Strangely enough, violence seems to be more widadpn the third division
than in the first division but this could be beaaulse level of security tends to
lower.

A fifth similarity between corruption and magic tisat neither method is by
any means a guarantee of winning a match. Theestabutives of one team may
have bribed the referee and hired a spiritual @ihasid may therefore be under
the impression that they will definitely win the tola. But, of course, the club
executives of the other team will have done exatttyy same. Thus winning a
match through corruption or magic mostly dependsmvbich of the two teams
has paid the referee more money and hired a strosgd more experienced
spiritual adviser. There are other reasons whyamtdoes not win a match even
though bribery and magic is involved. A referee wias been bribed may still
prefer one team to win the match simply becauses leing threatened by the
supporters of that particular team.

In the case of magic, things become more complicatgeam that has hired a
spiritual adviser may still lose a match because ghiritual adviser is a fake
and/or a cheat or because the other team has tifdyocountered the adviser’'s
magic. Another reason may be that the club exeesitigoaches, players or sup-
porters did not abide by the rules of the magic laglce it did not work. In fact,
there are many explanations as to why magic doeenmsure that a team wins a
match, even if that magic is thought to be very @dul and effective. We can
understand why Africans do not all of a sudden diefeving in magic when
they see that a team has hired a spiritual adaisestill loses a match.

All'in all, corruption, magic and spectator violenare outside influences on a
football match. Normally, a win or loss is deterednby the 22 players on the
field and no one else, except perhaps the reféme@ameroon, it seems that the
players play only a limited part in the team’s wigt and that corruption and
magic are more important ingredients in a matche Tikes of corruption and
magic imply that club executives, coaches and suersodo not have full con-
fidence in their players.
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We have tried to tackle this issue by asking oweselvho is thought to have
more influence in a match: the coach and his ptagerthe spiritual adviser and
his magic? The conclusion was that magic only plg®mplementary part in a
match and that one cannot do without either plagersnagic. Yet | am still
inclined to think that many people would say thpirigial advisers are more
important than anything else, especially when @adizes that he is usually the
one who tells the coach what to do. He is, in otlerds, often in a more in-
fluential position than the coach.

There is actually only one situation in which tH& [#ayers can be the deter-
mining factor in a match. This is when the refenas been bribed by both teams
with the same amount of money and when the spirsdaisers are of equal
strength. Ashu told us an elaborate story of a mh&tween Buea Boys and Tiko
United where the magic of the two teams was effebticountered. It is only
then that, as team manager Kalla and Essomba ‘&aithall can be played on
the field’.

All that is left for me to say is that there aret mmly similarities between
corruption, magic and spectator violence but th&s¢ methods also tend to
cause or reinforce one another. First of all, therelot of bribery going on in the
magic business. Club executives, for example, geewithhold money that was
intended for the spiritual adviser. What is morg@amant though is the fact that
bribery and magic are either causing spectatorenimé or are leading to an
increase in violence. We have seen cases in whigpasters become aggressive
when they think that a referee is corrupt or whezytwitness how the other team
is using magic. Players too can become violent wihely see players on the
other team throw a concoction onto the field.

In the end, the answer as to how teams (try to)faatball matches is not an
easy one. We have seen that there may be a vafietasons why a team loses
or wins a particular match or why one team becotne®1 champions and why
another is relegated to the second division. E¥eameé owns a rich club with
professional executives, has a united team with &t excellent players and
bribes the referee, hires several spiritual adsisexd the supporters threaten the
referee, there are still many explanations as tg thle team may lose a match.
Sometimes the team which one least expects to wmath will beat the
favourites. It happens in football all the time. Waw it in 1990 when the
Indomitable Lions reached the World Cup quartealnl cannot really say with
absolute certainty how they did it. But after rewgdihis book one can at least
make a few guesses.
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It has been four years since | finished my researdfect on football and left
Cameroon to go home. That is a long time in fodthatl a lot of things have
happened.

The D1 competition in 2003 ended in a way that daubt have surprised
many Cameroonian football fans. Coton Sport de Garoot only won the
national championships that year with 62 pointgythlso beat Sable de Batie
2-1 in the final of the Cup of Cameroon, thus bimgghome the ‘double’. Canon
de Yaoundé were the runners-up with 51 points. PBéimenda, in third place,
also had 51 points after 30 matches but had a biggal deficit than Canon.
Bamboutos de Mbouda ended in fourth place and Glynepde Buea, again, in
fifth place.

In that same year, the second-division team Bueg Baanaged to reach the
national interpools, which were held in Douala &aroua. Buea Boys had to
play four matches against reasonably strong oppenemanaged to win three
matches and draw one, and ended up top of the wathiel0 points. Buea Boys
proudly went to the D1 competition for the firshe in their history.

The 2004 D1 competition had no fewer than four ®&wom the Anglophone
zone, three of which were from the South West Prawi All of a sudden, Buea
Boys and Olympique de Buea became each other’'sesiggvals. However,
FECAFOOT decided to change the structure of thec@rhpetition in 2004 by
splitting up the national league into two poolsyi@pique de Buea found itself in
Pool A, while Buea Boys, Victoria United and PWDrBanda were in Pool B.

The Anglophone derbies were not very successfuBtma Boys. They drew
0-0 against Victoria United in Limbe but lost 1-2 leome. They beat PWD
Bamenda 4-2 in Buea but lost 2-1 in Bamenda. Aftergroup phase, the four
best teams of each pool went on to the so-callggeiSNational League where
they battled it out for the national championsHipe four Anglophone teams and
four other teams ended up in the National Leaguergvthe only prize to be won
was not to be relegated. Unfortunately, both Vietd@nited and Buea Boys went
down to the second division.

Ashu is no longer the captain of Buea Boys. Thestss® coach with whom
he had a bad relationship became the head coa2dO#h The new head coach
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made the vice-captain — the one Ashu suspectecwitdhing him — the new
team captain. Ashu is probably no longer playingBfoea Boys.

Meanwhile, the first-division clubs were so unhapyth the new structure of
the D1 competition that FECAFOOT decided to swibeltk to the old structure
in 2005. At the end of 2005, the big AnglophonenteBWD Bamenda went
down to the second division. In 2006 and 2007, (ligme de Buea has been the
only Anglophone team in the D1 competition, mostlly to the dismay of many
Anglophones.

There is some astonishing news regarding RacirBafieussam and Tonnerre de
Yaoundé.

We know that the Racing de Bafoussam supportere veerfrom happy with
Sable de Batie (and Fovu de Baham) playing theiches in Bafoussam. The
supporters destroyed the field to the extent tlzdtle&Swas unable to win any of
its home matches. At the end of the 2003 seasomever, it appeared that the
supporters had also spoiled the field for Racincpbse the old team of the West
Province ended up in T4place, one below Sable. Some say the Sable de Bati
supporters had been obstructing Racing’s matchegkh®y using black magic.

In 2004, Racing de Bafoussam and Sable de Batle inade it to the Super
League where Racing ended up as the better tea®®0, Sable de Batie ended
up in a higher place than Racing de Bafoussam0062Racing de Bafoussam
had an absolutely disastrous season and the wairfeur national league titles
dropped out of the D1 competition. Sable de Baistill active in the national
league, as is Fovu de Baham.

We also know that Tonnerre de Yaoundé was bewittlyethe widow of its
founding father. She locked the team and threat#medt would relegate to the
second division. Of course, nobody believed heabse Tonnerre is one of the
oldest and most successful clubs in the countrythatend of the 2003 season,
the season in which the widow had made her thr@aisnerre ended up in 14
place in the league table, just escaping relegatior2004, the team from the
capital made it to the Super League.

At the end of the 2005 season, however, the clalb lad won so many
national championships and Cups of Cameroon hadobite worst years ever.
Tonnerre ended up in T6place in the league table and the famous club was
officially relegated to the second division. In ZQOronnerre de Yaoundé re-
turned to the first division.

Olympique de Buea had a tumultuous period betw&$b 2nd early 2007. At
the end of 2005, the team almost went down to #oersd division. Olympique
ended up in 12 position in the league and, as a result, haddg file national
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interpools in order to stay in the D1 competitidhere is a bit of confusion over
the last day of play. Olympique de Buea had alrepdlified after four matches

and was officially back in the first-division leaguThe score in Pool A was as
follows. Olympique de Buea had 10 points, FédéeaNdun 7 points and Kumba
Lakers 6 points. Kumba Lakers subsequently womasch against Yong Sports
Academy Bamenda and expected Olympique de Buearnatsvmatch against

Fédéral de Noun as well. But Fédéral de Noun béahfique de Buea and both
clubs went on to play in the D1 competition in 20@6terwards, there were

rumours that Olympique de Buea had sold the m#&uamba Lakers filed a com-

plaint.

At the end of 2006, after Olympique de Buea hadabdd season, things turned
ugly for the team from Buea. They had to play thest match against Racing de
Bafoussam on 3 September. Winning the match meayinhg in the D1 compe-
tition, losing meant relegation to the second dwvisFor Racing de Bafoussam it
did not matter if they won or lost, they were athgaelegated.

In January 2007, the FECAFOOT Disciplinary Comnaitteund evidence of
foul play during that particular match. The Comesttaccused Olympique de
Buea of buying the match (which the Lava Boys wefl) land Racing de
Bafoussam of selling it. Two players at Racing dgddssam were banned for
five years from the football stage and two clubceives received a ten-year
ban. The vice-president of Olympique de Buea, voams banned for the next 10
years. On top of it all, Olympique de Buea wasanty relegated from the first
to the third division.

It was a surprising judgment from FECAFOOT but thal surprise came six
days later. The members of the FECAFOOT Appeals rGitiee ruled that there
was no proof of the allegation that the vice-prestdof Olympique de Buea,
among others, had bribed the players and club ¢ixesuof Racing de Bafous-
sam in a hotel in Bandjoun. Olympique de Buea whasrefore, immediately
reinstated in the D1 competition. The vice-presiaddgrOlympique de Buea, who
had earlier claimed that the judgment of the Distgry Committee was based
on a piece of paper from ‘one individual’, was vegppy. ‘The decision was the
right one,” he said, ‘because the Ethics Commispiaved to be unethical.’

Although the vice-president of Olympique de Bueaimokd to have been the
victim of defamation, a football analyst in Camarosaid that he had been
involved in matters of bribery before, not onlyeeing to the 2005 interpool
scandal as mentioned above but also to a perioc dome after 2000. Ap-
parently, Olympique de Buea and Racing de Bafoudsathconspired before,
with the aim then of getting Kumbo Strikers releghfrom the D1 competition.
It had worked.
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The 2007 season consisted of 18 clubs, of which eight had also been active
in the 2003 season. And another familiar name vibasitato disappear from the
D1 competition. With only five rounds of matchesgo, and occupying a dan-
gerous position in the relegation zone, Bambout$/ouda really had to win

its away match against Fédéral de Noun on 16 Sdgtenthings went reason-
ably well and after a while Bamboutos was leadiry However, sometime in

the second half Fédéral de Noun scored the equdtzenake it 2-2) and Bam-

boutos feared its opponents would score again.0AGtstrong crowd, including

the match officials, then withessed the Bamboum@m3vidbouda captain faked an
injury.

As the team captain lay on the pitch, the Bambountedical assistant handed
him an envelope full of cash. The team captaindtap, walked to the Fédéral
de Noun captain and gave him the envelope. Hejrm tvas subsequently the
cause of an incident which led Bamboutos to scoeethird and decisive goal.
FECAFOOT banned the coach, the medical assistathttta captain of Bam-
boutos as well as Fédéral de Noun’s captain foers¢years. And Bamboutos de
Mbouda was instantly relegated to the third divisidhis was later confirmed by
the FECAFOOT Appeals Committee.

On 25 February 2007, the Bamileke club presidentiana shocking an-
nouncement to the players of Olympique de Bueaitsrglipporters in Buea. He
resigned as club president. The reason, he sagltived he wanted the club to
become popular among the people of Buea. He alsdedahe population to
become involved in the management of the club. @hlksgs never happened.
The interim management of Olympique de Buea hasulzed the team’s finan-
cial costs for the 2007 season at a total of FCBAndlion (€ 122,000). On 21
April 2007, the local population donated FCFA twdlion (€ 3,000) to the club
at a public congress.

The latest news (October 2007), however, is thatdlub president is still
partially involved in the financial and organizatad matters of Olympique de
Buea. This could be due to the fact that OlympidedéBuea has been performing
exceptionally well in the 2007 season. At the ehthe season, the club from the
South West Province will end up in third placegaftunner-up Union de Douala
and Coton Sport de Garoua, the club that has now thve national league five
times in a row.

Essomba is still playing for Olympique de Buea.
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