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'eacons1derab1e sum of money Ve one m1111on pounds before de—‘:
rduct1on ¢f agent's fees and ‘other hand11ng costs -°was 1ndeed
the: f1nanc1a1 ‘basis for the Cape's country bankxng system ke
: add1t1on there was a steady tr1ckle of funds. 1nto the coTony, A

as, pr1vate 1nd1v1duals dec1ded to set up: sheep farms and S0
oo Fortho oIt seems un11ke1y, however, that this’ was suff1c1ent to.

f1nance the: chron1c ba]ance of trade def1c1t Nor, A those f =
days, wevre 1nternat1ona1 bank1ng 1nst1tut1ons prepared to do. so.,;«
in the. long term ‘ y

It was the presence of a. Targe establ1shment 0Ff: Br1t1sh S :
;troops that allowed the Cape s 1mports to exceed sits. exports. to,,"
“such . an extent. Tn colump: V of Tab]e VII 1 data on the money
transfers to the Cape for the payment and prov1s1on1ng of the

Br1t1sh troops there are: g1ven As: can be seen_
more or. less equivalent . to the def1c1t ofi- the. baTance of trade
e Moreover, 1n these years,. dur1ng and after MTanJen1 S War (Tn,jj
'the earTy 18505), when the m111tary expen,e_p,
fcolony s def1c1t on: the. balance of trade was aTso Targest CTear- i
ly, the ava11ab111ty of the i
. 1mportance

these sums are

was h1ghest the [

“:The maaor benef1c1ar1es 1n the f1rst 1nstance, were the,hw e

Targe Cape Town merchants “Even though South Afrlca 5 exports

, fthe case w1th the 1mports, In 1856 53A of t'e © nyTsximpOrts’;
‘1came through Cape Town and S1monstown Poss1b1y a proport1on of3“
these goods were transsh1pped to the Eastern Prov1nce, but evi=s -
he Cape Town mercant11e cTass ma1nta1ned it gr? ;on¢;;77

the coTony, to the ev1dent dvspTeasure of the easterne s

lorat
: Teast the " Grahamstown c11que) i
: The other benef1 “ar1es were the agr1cu1tura1 producers F1—\“

,gures for agr1cu1tur product1on are set outﬁ TabTes Vir. 2 andtf
o NTIES, These have to. be treated w1th very conslderabTe caut1on ¢

In the e1ghteenth century, at Teast, gratn productton Was ‘sub= i*"'
';kustant1a11y underrecorded5 since tax was charged on the basis of

~1nherent1y uncheckabTe declarat1ons made by farmers‘ Thts Ted td
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"fket It is. 1ndeed notab1e that 1t was the 1esser gra1ns, often
used for fodder, which 1ncreased most dramat1ca11y For the pe-
'r1od 1830~ 1855s van Zy1 has est1mated the market- va]ue ot gra1n'\

f:product1on I no ;qu1nquenn1um does the va1ue of exported

f‘gra1n products exceed: 15% 0f the: product1on va1ue, and by the o
%18505 th1s product1on had: fa11en to. 5%, even though the data cer-
'ta1n1y fend to exaggerate the amount: exported, comparat1ve1y
“speaking, probab]y by as much as 100%., since: only in.the latter

“icase areg-the costs. o f transport “and: mechants proftts 1nc]uded

: As aga1nst th1s, the initial 1ncrease 1n wine product1on in
the ear]y part of" the n1neteenth century was 1arge1y - response
“to 1mproved poss1b111t1es for exports Thie VOC had not managed —[d
Yand 1ndeed had scarcely: attempted - to create a market in Europe
“for other than the h1gh qua11ty Constant1aW1ne The w1ne farmersff

k T therefore had o rely on sat1sfy1ng the th1rsts of the 1nhab15~

tants of Cape Town, both' permanent and trans1ent, and on sales
kfto pass1ng sh1ps, on. ‘which w1ne was used to keep the crews not
only happy but also free from scurry After 1806, however, gt

‘(became poss1b1e to se]l large quant1t1es of- w1ne in Great Brxegf
7”ta1n. Not on]y were many: of the trad1t10na1 supp11ers for the
,“Br1t1sh market now 1n enemy hands, temporar11y, but" a1so the
~.Cape enJoyed preferent1a1 tar1ff arrangements w1th1n the Br1t1sh’1~
demp1re that made its wine attract1ve desp1te the heav1er trans-“‘

i port costs, compared to Europe, and 1ts reputat1on for ]ow qua=:

"11ty “Thus in- 1824, 11:8% of the w1ne imported: through the 4 ma~"

: Jor harbours into Britain came from the Cape and dn 1825, 8. 5%,
k,desp1te a change in the tar1ffs to the advantage of France, : k
,’Spa1n and Portuga1 Neverthe1ess, in genera1 this change caused

‘a sharp decline. in the amount of wine that was sent to Br1ta1n.f“,

The Cape was, however, atile to f1nd other markets for 1ts
”w1ne, largely in Austra11a, at Ieast for another decade, 507
: that 1n “the Tate 1820s" no ]ess than 507 of ‘Cape wine was export{t
'fed when these export markets dropped away; thig: d1d not mean'as
:;tota1 collapse of Cape wite product1on (a1though there were nu~'
merous bankruptctes) : Ev1dent1y ‘the 1nterna1 market was able
~t0 absorb a suff1c1ent amount to make wine farm1ng, at approx1-,jn
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- the tota] was reduced by 20% to take account of those h1des

wh1ch were traded from the Xhosa,kan est1mate WhTCh der1ved from,, .

-8 compar1son of ‘the: proportions of the coTony s h1des purchased o

g A]bany d1str1ct with- the proport1on of: catt]e found there

'Th1s shows that woo] made up no more than 46% of stock products e
:(or 30% 1f unwashed 1s taken) : : G :

Tab1e VIL.5 also: 1nc1udes est1mates of agr1cu1tura1 produc-‘
t1on ~Even: though the market value of w1ne ‘used ds the ]ower of

‘the two given in ‘the sources, by any. reckoning agr1cu1tura1 pro- -

'duct1on cons1derab1y exceeded pastora1 productlon in- value. In-
}deed woo1 was. on]y 22% of the total agr1cu1tura1 and pastora]
'product1on, at the 10wer est1mate no more than 12%. In other .
~fwords, by the: 18505, the pr1nc1pal export commod1ty of the Cape o
Colony was -only of re1at1ve1y modest s1gn1f1cance for the colo-
Sonyts. economy as a whole., Probab1y because of the: 1arge expend1—,'
*tures ‘of the British m111tary establ1shment, it was the 1nterna1,‘
market: of the colony. wh1ch st111 prov1ded farmers with by far ,~‘
the1r most 1mportant sources of 1ncome : ;
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~4v‘m7

Year I

1837 368

1838 - 369
1839 . 776

1840 1 101
1841 678
1842 377

ooo1843 347
o ls4d a0
1845 526

186 oase?

1847 am®
1848 514
1849 595
1850 637
1851 651

1852° 773
/1853~ 1,065
1854 764

1855 1,061

. ‘Notes:

ijll flgures in £OOO

281Vﬂ_
260
243
238
236
268
304
432
341
205
296
322
CB15
437
528
4687:;
21

g
‘ii051 7;
L0
1,451
91l
: 5256 [
807
775
998
1,073
1,349
1,088
944
L2170
1,676
1,862
1,649
sl 'NA,:' s
1,175

C - 682
-627
=350
- 233
- 394

- 406

- 33
C-A77
- 584
=908
= 574: ol
- 349
- 640
-1,025 -
- -1,089
- 584

‘NA

5 —~114;f~

181
170 A

. 186

82
195

256

257
225

676

718

o572
503

346
939
1,122
- 694

"320f‘ :
321

Includes aT1 Bills drawn by the Commissarlat Ordlnance, V1ctua111ng, =

excludes Slmons Bay

B b T

NA = Not available .=

excludes d 50 OOO spec1e}
‘excludes,r 30. 000 spec1e,

Naval, Prlsoners»of~war, Transport, and other departments

sum of exports ‘6f ‘wine; wool, graln, hldGS, and sklns
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Year

1

© Table VII.3

Product1on wheat
(hect011tres) -

gra S (hecto]1tres)

111
(£)

257

Va1ue of export

~‘1;17io-4'f~:'

1780-4.

1785-9

1790-4

. 1795-9
- 1800-4
. 1805-9

©1810-4

1815-9
1820-4 -

1825~9

. 1830-4

1835-9

. 1840-4
- 1845-9
- 1850-4

1855

~298;3001f

56,000°

64,000%

54,0002

45,0002

- 72,000%
138,000°
< NA

137,993

173,603

173,000

136,000
157,000%

‘0136€000f7;  e
~3133;0009»g~;"
-~ 166,000"

175,0007

Te constructed Fi g-ure >

= 1806 only :
:1828—9 only ff

w37 years

",5,000?(3

~ 6,000°

5,000%

8‘:,,0005\ i
: '1’4’70‘00&_;
67,438"

W

©99,000°
- 100,000¢
- 126,000

189,000

213,000
173,000

135,000
174, ooof:

172,0007
321,000
o 342,000°

114 000

- /129,000

77,000
18,000

‘xkj39 000

NA

oma

e
SoMa

20,000
"..;'22;00,0 .

13,400

11,000
25,000

23,000

179Qi'kb'axyfley‘ oniy S

4 years e

Sohe 2-years -

b
Sd ‘»‘1812 only,. not S ;
: y

o Thls figure corrects tHe error (in the account of oats in Alhany e
; ,d:LstrJ.ct) in the or:l.glnal source, replac:Lng it w:.th ‘the. 1854 flgure’. -

CNA
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 Table VIL.A

11185

2
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Table V11,5

g The Va1ue of Agr1cu1tura1 Produce A 1855

‘Produté , 1 ,5 Quant1ty
wool =~ 8,220,233

butter ' ';‘, 3993983

tallow . 664,235

“soap o 5289 955
hides .. 42,286
skins . 697, 739
“sheep @1aughtered)697 793: S
"ﬂ,cattle @xpended) ‘ ‘

: 'Total stock products

~ Pr1ce w‘f""‘;Va1ue (ﬁ):'w
1 113/4d 0 402,448
. (unwashed 6d) G (295,505)*,

b o isiad ':37‘ 23 332
Aboos e B 5d 13 859 '
o < gd 8 457

s 15,152

el el
: Bslod c.268,418
£3.11s6d r:"*f*‘cH;21kgoo"f]'

. £867,805
. (670,916)

wheat 994,273 ushels) 7s6d | 372,852

; i'barley and. rye 400,237
o ooats . 740,373
maize . 192,543
‘:peas & beans k‘1, 29;489
potatoes - . 263,507

tdried” fruit ,~ 1,431;262
wine L 34,221

gbnandy”‘j~f' - 5,496

. 3s6d L7038
= 3slod . 181,902
“ootiiasledt 46,530
1d 10,440
Sl s e
pipes £ 6.1s4d® 207,667

" £11.1750d° \;}; 65,128

__,Tota] agricultural products . kf;! ,, :”l; ;ifﬁ 5 984 331;,'

5Grand total

o, 655 247)¢fﬁ',,,

a It J.S assumed that these are all sheep skins, E

b see text. S
G J,nferlor quality .. g
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‘ _Notes e

EIMY thanks are due to Pleter van. DuJ.n and Marlanne Vaes for help inthe: pre-—f
nparatlon of  this paper. : 52 : : :

V"'I’he Origlns of Capltallst Agrlculture m the Cape Colony.
pub Aished in a forthcomlng volume of essays ed;.ted by i
and Peter Dellus. ; :
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