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Su,

With interest we read the report on the ESPS 2 trial
(Diener et al, 1996), mn which dipyrnidamole appeated
effective when added to aspirin 1n the secondary pieven
tion after cerebral 1schemia These results are remarkable,
since they are at vatiance to a laige body of evidence that
pomts to no effect of the combination dipyridamole and
aspuin 1 comparison to aspirmn only, regardless of the
mdrcation (Antiplatelet Trialists’ Collaboiation, 1994, Can
negieter et al , 1994) From the report we understand that a
number of patients were excluded fiom the analysis
because of major protocol deviations This conceined the
considerable number of 452 patients, amounting up to
6 4% of the total number of patients randomized Since,
although possibly defendable, this constitutes a depaiture
fiom the intention-to-treat principle, we think 1t important
to know if outcome event data aie available on these
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patients, and if the results on this large group that was
deleted from the published analysis were different fiom the
published results, 1¢, was a similar effect of dipyridamole
plus aspuin found an exaggerated effect, or no effect?

References

Antiplatelet Tualists  Collaboration (1994) Collaborative oververw of
randomized trials of antiplatelet therapy I Pievention of death
myocardial infarction and stioke by piolonged ant1 platelet therapy 1n
vaiious categoutes of patients Br J Med 308 81 106

Cannegieter SC Rosendaal FR and Briet E (1994) Thiomboembohe
and bleeding complications m patients with mechamcal heat valve
prostheses Circulation 89 635-641

Dienetr HC Cunha L Foibes C Siventus J Smets P and Lowenth
al A (1996) European Stroke Prevention Study 2 Dipyridamole and
acetylsalicylic acid in the secondary prevention of stioke J Neurol
Sci 143 1-13



